
Southall, 1. 15pm, Friday 19 September 1997. 
It’s happened again. 



Chaos and carriage: The crash scene in west London yesterday, which left six dead and 13 seriously injured after a packed passenger train from Swansea, and a freight train collided Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Six people died, 13 were seriously 
injured and a further 150 were 
described as “walking wounded” 
yesterday after one of Britain’s 
worst rail crashes. Steve Boggan, 

Kathy Marks, Randeep Ramesh and 
Giristian Wolmar describe the tragic 
scene and examine the reasons for 
the collision 

Survivors of the Southall crash described 
scenes of “carnage” Iasi night as a public 
inquiry was promised into the cause of an 
accident that should have been impossible. 

Passengers on the 1032am Great West- 
ern Swansca-Paddington service had to 
dodge live electricity cables and climb over 
bodies. Bui Rail track bosses confirmed that 
a “fail-safe” system was on trial on that 
stretch of track. They would not say. how- 
ever. whether it was switched on. 

The accident happened at 1.15pm a 
quarter of a mile east of Southall station 


in west London. The passenger train 
clipped the eighth of the goods train’s 20 
wagons, derailing at least four packed car- 
riages and crushing many of those inside. 

Trials had been tinder way of the Au- 
tomatic Train Protection system, recom- 
mended in the official report into the 
Oapham rail disaster in 1988, in which 35 
people died. The system is supposed to 
make it impossible for a driver to ignore 
a signal set at danger, prompting specu- 
lation that the system was notin operation. 

Last night the Prime Munster and the 
Queen sent messages of condolence, 
while the Health and Safety Executive took 
the unusual step of announcing a full pub- 
lic inquiry to run parallel with the Railways 
Inspectorate’s own. 

Some of those on board were journal- 
ists returning from the vote on Welsh de- 
volution. One, BBC researcher Nick 
Sutton, said: “As I walked off the train, 1 
saw a body lying by the side of the tracks. 
No one was touching it. His shirt was ripped 
and there was blood all over him ... 
Everyone was shocked.' There was a real- 



ly strong smelL I don’t know if it was the 
brakes or if it was from hitting a goods train. 
It was nerve-racking, especially seeing 
the body.” 

Unconfirmed reports said the train 
braked hard at between 60mph and 90mph 
after passing through a green light as the 
goods train was crossing at an acute angle 
on to another section of track. The 
Swansea train had eight coaches -two first- 


class at the front, followed by a buffet car 
and standard-class carriages to the rear. 

Both drivers escaped without injury; 
16 passengers remained trapped for two 
hours. Last night 13 people were de- 
scribed as seriously injured but only a few 
others remained in hospital. Nevertheless, 
the death-toll made it the worst rail crash 
since Clapham. Michael Rudolph. medical 
director of Ealing Hospital, where many 
injured were taken, said: “The scene has 
been described to me as looking like a ma- 
jor aircraft disaster - carnage.” 

John Prescott, Deputy Prime Minister, 
promised a full inquiry. Questions will cen- 
tre on the most likely causes: driver error, 
faulty signais or train derailment. Mr 
Prescott visited the scene. “It’s terrible. Hor- 
rific,” he said. The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive inquiry was being made public, in 
line with Labour's policy of more openness. 

David Eves, the executive's deputy di- 
rector-general, said: “Our investigation into 
this collision began immediately. Railway 
inspectors are making detailed inquiries 
into the technical causes of the accident 


and into the actions of railway staff im- 
mediately prior to the collision. Our in- 
vestigation is complex and detailed and will 
continue until we have found the reason 
for the accident” 

Andy Hancock, acting director of Rail- 
track's south-western region, said the 
goods train was travelling on a relief line 
towards Southall yard. The collision took 
place on a set of points, at Southall East 
Junction, as the goods train crossed the 
track to enter the yard. “It’s far too early 
to speculate on what caused the accident." 

The London Ambulance Service sent. 
15 ambulances and 15 other transporters 
to the scene. Injured people were taken to 
Ealing Hospital, Central Middlesex Hos- 
pital, Wast Middlesex Hospital and HUling- ■ 
don Hospital. 

One woman suffered spinal injuries and 
a fractured hip, and a man received arm, 
leg and spina) injuries. Another man with 
bead and chest injuries was taken by air 
ambulance to die Royal London Hospital, 
Whitechapel. 

Tony Mair, one of the first people to ar- 


rive at the scene, said: “We saw sparks and 
then there was a very loud bang and a ball 
of smoke. It was like very loud fireworks. 
I was there in under a minute. The train 
was lying on its side and people were wan- 
dering outside, with Mood pouring from 
their faces. 

“TIto police officers were trying to warn 
-us about- [the possibility of] fallen power 
lines, but we were just woiried about get- 
ting to help the people. There was noth- 
ing we could do to help people in the 
second and third carriages. My first im- 
pression was there were four bodies on the 
track” 

Scotland Yard issued an emergency 
number for relatives last night - they should 
call: 0171-834-7777. 

Further reports and pictures, page 3 



THE NEW 
PAPER 


s has been a vital and exhilarating 
k for The Independent . We have 
n delighted by the letters flooding 
pith praise for our new look and by 
excited reaction in the market- 
s this week jumped by about 30 
cent and we attracted - at a coo- 
-ative estimate - 70.000 new buy- 
Many who have been with other 
ers have already told us they now 
nd to switch to the new Indepen- 
f. Today, as for the past few days, 
[lave of course been selling at a tri- 
rice of 20p. We are an ordinary 
imcrcial company, though. We arc 
able, and do not want, to engage 
nfair pricing: we have no sugar- 
dies pulling our strings. So from 
nday we sell at the normal broad- 
»t price of 45p and wc think you 
Jind next week’s Independent 
;IIent value for money. So to new 
iers - welcome. And to old readers 
ank you for sticking with us 
mgh the difficult times. 


TODAY’S NEWS 


The muted 
Welsh ‘Yes’ 

Both sides in the Welsh devolution 
refendum had something to 
celebrate yesterday. The ‘Yes’ 
campaigners were trumpeting the 
victory that means legislation to set 
up an assembly in Cardiff will now 
go ahead. But the ‘No’ campaign, fed 
by the Conservative leader William 
Hague and labour dissidents, was 
able to point to the low turnout and 
the tiny majority as proof that Wales 
is far less enthusiastic about 
devolution than Scotland. They will 
use the poll’s result as ammunition 
in the coming parliamentary session. 

Page 4 


Exclusive - the 
Spanish plot 

The former Prime Minister John 
Major, and his friend, the former 
Governor of Hong Kong, Chris Pat- 
ten, have been closeted this week at 
the remote Spanish villa of Tristan 
Garel-Jones, once a Foreign Office 
minister and one of the Tory party's 
most famous plotters. At Westmin- 
ster, MPs suspect that they are 
hatching, a scheme to return Mr 
Patten to British politics so that he 
can challenge for the Conservative 
leadership. Or is it, as the jovial trio 
claim, simply a happy holiday? Antho- 
ny Bevins, our political editor, asked 
them what was going on. Page 5 
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PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


5/WALES 

There's something for everyone in the Welsh devolution referendum. It 
wasn't terminal for the Conservatives; yet Tony Blair and Labour can claim 
a significant success. 

7/CHARITY 

The American media billionaire, Tfed TUmer (below), has decided to give 
one billion dollars to the United Nations. Mr Hirner has dazed bis fel- 
low plutocrats to follow suit, and show that they care more about the world 
than their bonk balances. 



9/CHINA 

President Jiang Zemin triumphed 
overwhelmingly at the Cbmmunist 
Party Congress. 

But economic reform is in- 
creasingly dividing his country into 
three separate nations, as the 
coastal areas become super-rich 
while the agricultural west and the 
industrial centre stagnate. 


11/BALKANS 



Six months ago, it seemed that massive demonstrations had sealed bis 
fate. Slobodan Milosevic, the arch-manipulator of Serbia, has succeed- 
ed in dividing the opposition ahead of elections in the country this week- 
end. 

13/DIPLOMACY 

The Foreign Office opened its doors to outsiders, bolding an open day 
as part of an effort to show it is uo longer the stuffy, conventional place 
that it once was. 

14.15/STYLE 

Hussein Chalayan is one of our hottest designer exports. Yet at the eleventh 
hour, he was left without a sponsor to fund his show at London Fashion 
Week. 



18/ARTS AND MEDIA 

Dennis Marks, the Director of English National Opera, has shocked the 
music world by resigning. 
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Australia (dollars) 2.16 

Austria (schillings) 19 .S3 

Belgium (francs) 5736 

Canada {$) 118 

Cyprus (pounds) 0.82 

Denmark (kroner) 10.65 

France (francs) 9.33 

Germany (marks) 179 

Greece (drachmei) 44126 
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Ireland (punts) 1.04 


, • % 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Rsadon&MMijtdtqroaAOL 
Cefl 080a 3 76 5376 
ftrFREB« oft v a r»~ 
quet* M tn4afMnd«ft*’ 


Italy (lira) 

Japan (yen) 

Malta (lira) 

Netherlands (guSders) 
Norway (kroner) 
Portugal (escudos) 
Spain (pesetas) 
Sweden (kroner) 
Switzerland (francs) 
Turkey (lira) 

USA ($) 


1723.00 

193.43 

0.61 

I 3.13 
1134 
28039 
233.73 
11.94 
130 
261813.00 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43u6% of 
the ia» material far UK n ewspapers 
in the fiat half of 1996 



Brickies build their own West End gamble 
with star of EastEnders 


Nicola Stapleton, who played the teenager 
Mandy in the soap opera- EastEnders, has 
achieved a first in west end theatre — she has per- 
suaded a gang of building site workers to become 
‘angels’ and invest in a new play in which she is 
starring. • 

Fourteen plasterers, painters, carpenters and 
labourers axe setting the precedent by becom- 
ing associate luwies. They have put £5000 into 
Scissor Happy, a comedy opening next month at 
the Duchess Theatre, which will be different ev- 
ery night. In another unprecedented move for 
West End theatre the audience is invited to play 
detective, ask the murder suspect who include 
Nicola Stapleton, questions, vote on who the mur- 
derer is, and then that ending is played out. 

Nicola Stapleton plays a hairdresser, ^nd the 
murder is committed above her salon. 

Ellis Elias, who is co-producing the show, is 
also a property developer and the employer of 
the building site workers in Qerkeowell, Lou- 
don. He said: 

“I was talking to them about this play, they be- 
came interested and said they wanted to invest 
in it but didn’t have enough money. So I sdfegested 


Bodyguard cannot 
remember the 
night Diana died 


The bodyguard Hevor Rees- 
Jones (right) can remember 
nothing of the car accident which 
killed Diana, Princess of Wales, 
in Paris three weeks ago, it 
emerged yesterday. 

In a half-hour interview with 
the chief investigating judge, Mr 
Rees- Jones was unable to give 
any useful new information on 
the events leading to the crash in 
the early hours of 31 August. 

Although the former para- 
trooper may still recover some 
memory of the night's events, his 
present amnesia is a serious 
blow to the investigation into Di- 
ana’s death. It was hoped that Mr 
Rees-Jones, 29, the only sur- 
vivor of the crash, might provide 
early answers to the two, great 
outstanding questions. Did the 
driver, Henri Paul, show any ob- 
vious signs of the large quantities 
of drink, and at least two pre- 
scription drugs he had taken 
that night? Did the Mercedes, in 
which Diana’s party was travel- 
ling, strike or swerve to avoid an- 
other car before colliding with a 
central reservation piBar in an un- 
derpass beside the Seine? 

All details of the judge’s in- 
vestigation are supposed to be 
strictly secret under French law. 
But within half an hour of the 
judge leaving the hospital Pitifi 


that instead of investing individually, they club 
together. Fourteen of them have done that and 
bought two £2500 units. Yesterday Miss Staple- 
ton visited the building workers to thank them 
for their faith iu her. . 

In investing in a West End play the boil ding 
workers are taking a gamble with high odds at- 
tached. Nick Salmon, dueT executive of the 
Theatre Investment Fend which helps new pto- 


ty of productions fafl tir.focbup aH the capital 
invested. But if you get a hit show you can make 
a lot of money veiy quickly." 

Even if the show has a long and successful run, 
investors are unlikely to do better than triple then- 
money. Anything less than a long run could see 
them Insing, the k)L But the glamour of bemg in- 
volved with a West End show, going to the first 
night and getting to know the stare means there 
are many people keen to invest 
S ometim es individuals invest and sometimes 
consortia. Mr Salmon said “Producers tend to 
keis p 4bcir lists because Aeg draft want 

rivals to pind^Kuya^estois." 

* " — DavtdUsier 



Salpetri&re, sources close to the 
investigation told the French 
news agency Agence France 
Presse that Mr Rees-Jones was 
suffering from amnesia. Further 
interviews would be arranged, the 
sources said, but the first meet- 
ing had yielded no useful infor- 
mation. 

It remains unclear whether 
Mr Rees-Jones, who suffered 
grave facial injuries, has yet re- 
covered his powers of speech. 

The Pars newspaper, France- 
Soir , yesterday splashed on its 
frontpage a picture, taken from 
the Internet, purporting to show 
Diana tying in the wreckage of 
the Mercedes just after the ac- 
cident. The picture was dis- 
missed by the city’s emergency 


services and sources m the in- 
vestigation as a fake. Ambu- 
lance men or poUcemen, vaguely 
visible in the picture, are wear- 
ing British-style uniforms. 

• The Prince of Wiles yesterday 
spoke for the first time in public 
about the grief experienced by his 
two sons and himself after the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. “I think [the princes] are 
handling a very difficult time with 
enormous courage and greatest 
possible dignity,” he told busi- 
nessmen and community leaders 
in Manchester at the fiat public 
engagement since the death of his 
former wife. His words brought 
heartfelt applause and words of 
approvaL 

— John Uchfieki Pars 


Millionaire hires MORI to find out just 
what his neighbours think of him 



Everwondered what yourueightauis think of you? 
Urs Schwazenbach was so curious that he com- 
missioned a MORI poll to find out just what his 
neighbours thought of his jet-setting lifestyle. 

Multi-millionaire Mr Schwazenbach lives in a 
lavish mansion house in Lower Shiptake near Hen- 
ley-on-Thames. For the past seven years the Swiss 
financier has courted controversy with his neigh- 
bours by landing helicopters at his Harpsden es- 
tate. 

According to Mis Joan Ritchie, a neighbour, 
interviewers from MORI had been there all 
week. “I was a bit thrown by it. she said, “but they 
have obviously been to everyone in our road." 

Residents were quizzed cm their views about air- 
craft noise, pollution and their perceptions of Mr 
Schwazenbach. They were not told who had com- 
missioned the survey and some felt that they had 
been tricked. . . 

Mis Susan Crawford, of Harpsden Woods, Hen- 
ley-on-Thames, said: “I feel as if I have been ab- 
' solute ly duped. A woman came to the door and 
told me she was just .doing a questionnaire on air 
pollution.” 

Hamish Hale, who has already had to move 


house once because of the helicopter said yester- 
day that he understood the finanaer had ordered 

the surviqr to try to establish how-many people ob- 
jected to the huge Sigorsky. , 

Dr Hale admitted however, that he was slight- 
ly biased against the millionaire after he sold his 
own house seven years ago, due to the noise of the 
helicopter, only to find that the new landing site 
is now at ibe bottom of the garden of his new house. 
Along with former Tomorrow’s World presenter 
Raymond Baxter, Dr Hale is one of the leading 
lights in the villagers anti-chopper campaign 
“The helicopter's downblast used to cover our 
bouse and the cars with dust and leaves.” he said. 
"I once had a do in the garden, the helicopter came 
over and we wereaD covered in dust and debris." 

“We t h i nk that he uses it to ferry his polo team 
around," said Mr Baxter, “Under planning law he’s 
not allowed to do that” 

Mr Schwazenbach was unavailable for oommeni 

yesterday but issued a statement throughhs agent, 
Ayre Maunsell, who said his client was keen to 
determine the “degree of concern among Gie whole 
neighbourhood". . 

— Katy Weitz and Rupert hidden 




HEALTH 

Diabetes rate doubles In children 

Diabetes in children under five has doubled in ten years and an envi- 
ronmental factor is almost certainly the cause, doctors say. A study in the 
Oxford region also found that diabetes in older children under 15 was 
increasing at a rate of 4 per cent a year. 

possible causes indude exposure to cow’s milk early in life or to vac- 
; creations, but the researchers, writing in the British Medical Journal;- note 
that it is “difficult to g* pb»n the apparently remorseless increase in inci- 
. deuce over three decades on any of these grounds". 

Professor Gale, chief author of the study, said: “The results are very 

dramatic. An increase on such a scale cannot be put down to genetic £ac- 

tors alone. The cause must therefore be environmental." Diabetes in ear- 
ly drildhood has a greater impact on the patients and their families and 
a worse prognosis for complications in later life, he said. 

. — Jeremy Lauronce 

SOCIETY 

Cost of youth crime in Scotland 

Youth crime in Scotland costs at [east £730m a year, according to. a re- 
port published yesterday by The Prince’s ThisL 

Around 350,000 crimes, almost 40 peroent of all those recordediootth 
of the border, are committed by people under the age of 20, the survey 
by c onsultanc y firm Coopers & Lybrand discovered, “this is ahogecost 
to Scotland and we believe that by acting on just some of the: recom- 
mendations in the report that real savings and benefits can be achieved,* 
said Aiwyn Thomas, director of Prince’s Trust-Action. The rcgortS-reo- 
ommendations, aimed at the Scottish Office, police forces and cptiocfls, 
include: a recognition that effectiveyonth work can prevent cpgas; agro- 
gramme of youth work with “explicit” crime prevention objeetires;-po- 
I }™- involvement in evaluating the effectiveness of local youth projects; 
and consideration of the impact of council policies on young people- ; 

NATURE ... - • \ .! 

Bird population on the rise 

he bird population in Britain has 
boomed overtbe past two years, ac- 
‘ coring to a big survey. Between 1994, 
when the Breeding Birds Survey was 

- established, and 1996, 36 of the more 
caramon spedes increased, 48 were sta- 
ble and 15 declined in number. . 

Among those on the up were the 
grey partridge and the bullfinch, both 
of which have given conservationists 
cause for concern because of sus- 

- tamed decline over several decades. . 

Among the declines were two birds of 
prey, the sparrowhawk an d the kestrel, 
and the swift, wren and mistle thrush. 

Hie survey is carried out ly 2fi00 binoc- 
ular-wielding volunteers who look out 
for birds m abig sample of one-by-onfc 

p^apnetre squares scattered across 

1 from uplands to city centres, 

•Breeding Bird Survey, 1995-96, £5,pomthe BTO, The Nunnery, Th&ford, 
Norfolk W242PU, Tel: 01842 750050. 

. . — Nicholas Schoon 
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SCLEJNGE 

Farmers to field a driverless tractor 

A driverless tractor steered by satellite that can find its own way around 
a crop field with pinpoint precision could help to usher in a “third agri- 
cultural revolution", it was claimed yesterday. Researchers at Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, expect the tractor to be the first of a 
new generation of fully automated fans and construction vehicles. 

The 20,000 lbs tractor is guided by the Global Rashioning System (GPS), 
24 navigational satellites origmalfy designed for the US military. Ultimately 
the system, described at the Institute of Navigation's GPS-97 conference 
in Kansas City, may lead to the development of “robot" tractors that a 
farmer can command from an office. Such precision agriculture is expected 
to improve farm productivity while reducing the use of fertilizer, herbi- 
cides and pesticides. 
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Have the lessons of Clapham still not been learnt? 


The exact cause of the disaster 
wilt not be known until the Inquiry 
results in several months' time, 
but Christian Wolmar and 
R andeep Ramesh suggest possible 
reasons why the 1032 Swansea to 
Paddington service ended in 
tragedy. 


• ' ■ . Speculation on the cause of Britain's worst 
rail disaster in Dearly 10 years is likely to 
*■*■* centre od why the freight train was in the 
path of the High Speed Train travelling at 


close to 90mph.From early reports, it ap- 
pears that the freight train was partly block- 
ing the line where the high-speed train was 
travelling, although the power car at the 
from of the HST was relatively undamaged. 

This suggests that the HST hit the freight 
train with a glancing blow, which then 
opened up die skies of several carriages and 
caused them to jump the tracks. 

There are two possible reasons. Either. 

the freight train had not cleared the tracks 
which left the last wagon of the 35 or so 
still in the way of the HST or possibly it 
rolled back way slightly after it had passed, 
just enough to dip the HST (rain. 

.Alternatively, the HST simply went 


dying through the red, though most rail- 
way experts discount this theory because 
the train has an automatic warning system 
which sounds a horn as soon as it goes . 
■ through any signal that is not a green. The 
driver then has to cancel the sign al, or the 
train will stop automatically. 

One possible explanation, according to 
Mel Honey of Rail magazine is that the dri- 
ver had to go through a lot of yellow sig- 
nals as there was a train in front of him 
going about the same speed. He said: 
“There is always a doohJc-yeDow and a yel- 
low preceding a red stop signal The dri- 
ver might have had to cancel a lot of 
double-yellow signals and (fid not notice that 


suddenly there was a ydlow and than a red." 

The inquiry team will want to look at 
several questions: 

Why was the freight train allowed to pass, 
in front of the HST while normally it would 
not have been allowed to pass? 

If the HST did not go through the red 

- and the double-yellow and yellow which 
precede it - and the signal for it was green, 
why was the freight train stili on the fast 
track? 

- Did the freight train derail or had it 
cleared the points and then rolled back? 

Railtrackwas not prepared to speculate 
on (he cause of the crash. ‘The incident oc- 
curred a quarter of a mile east of Southall 


station where the passenger train travelling 
towards London struck the side of the 
freight tram,'’ said a spokesman. 

Piecing together the events will be the 
job of the Health and Safety Executive. It 
will will also be looking at the possibility 
of signal failure. 

Joinder Bhatia, who was working near- 
by and was one of the first people to reach 
the scene, said that one of the rescuers said 
it looked like a signal had foiled on the line, 
adding: “The [HST] (rain was given a green 
. light when the other train had still not 
cleared the track.'* 

One former British Rail safety manag- 
er pointed out that fives might have been 


saved had the railways installed automat- 
ic train protection (ATP) systems. Peter 
Rayner. who led safety investigations for 
BR, pointed out that the systems - which 
had been recommended after the Clapham 
train inquiry - had been dropped because 
of cost considerations. “The line was used 
as a test bed for the early ATP devices but 
is not clear bow much of the fleet had the 
system installed," be said. 

Roger Ford, editor of Rail Priwiisation 
Neviv, said that this “side-swipe" type of ac- 
cident was the worst kind of railway disaster. 
"Unlike a head to head collision where the 
energy is absorbed ty the structure, this type 
of glancing hit produces the mast damage." 
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If I saw a body lying 
jj by the tracks, 

r/ covered in blood’ 

■ ■- ■; 


. They spoke of a 
terrifying crash, of fears . 
that overhead power 
cables would fall down 
upon them and they 

Id .1 d : * voriessnar described their horror at 
being locked inside 
carriages while smoke 
rose around them. For 
those who survived 
yesterday’s train crash, 
the memories will 
linger on. Steve Boggon 
reports 


Among those involved in yes- 
terday's train crash were jour- 
nalists who bad been reporting 
on the vote on Welsh devolu- 
tion. Under different circum- 
stances they would have been 
covering the accident; yesterday 
they spoke as eye-witnesses. 

BBC researcher Nick Sution, 
23, described terrifying scenes 
of devastation, injury and death. 
He fell “three large bangs” 
and was thrown against a lava- 
tory wall in one of the carriages 
before being gold to get out fast. 

"As } walked off the train, 1 
saw a body lying by the side of 
the tracks,*’ he said. “No one 
was touching it. His shirt was 
ripped and there was blood all 
over him. There were people 

with bkwd on their faces as well 

“Everyone was shocked. 
There was a really strong smell. 
I don't know if it was the brakes 
or it was from hitting a goods 
train. It was nerve-wracking, es- 
pecially seeing the body." 

Mark Cole, a senior BBC re- 



porter, was one of those on 
board. Speaking live to Radio 
4’s The World ai One, he de- 
scribed the scene as “utter 
chaos". After passing Reading 
the train “seemed to pick up 
speed and within seconds had 
left the track”, he said. 

“Glass was frying through the 
windows. The carriage 1 was in 
veered off. It caught fire. There 
was smoke everywhere. Obvi- 
ously it broke into panic.” 

Mr Cole said he could see 
the other train in the wreckage 
— a goods train with yellow car- 
riages. “It has certainly been hit 
by ihe Intercity train but it isn’t 
clear whether it has ploughed, 
into that on the line or actually 
just collided with that when it 
derailed.” 

He said the train had been 
“packed”. In bis carriage, there 
were no spare seats and some 
passengers were standing up. 
His colleague, Jane Garvey, 
the presenter of the BBC Ra- 
dio 5 Live Breakfast Pro&amme, 
said there were so many people 
on board the Swansea train 
that she was squeezed mto a 
first-class compartment. . 

Speaking live as the drama 
unfolded, she said: “We seem to 
have hit something on the 
tracks. I think at the very least, 
people are very badly hurt. We 
are absolutely petrified, but 
unhurt. 

“There is billowing smoke, 
very acrid, it stinks. I can see bits 
of twisted metal, which must be 
carriages, and people’s posses- 
sions and chairs all over the 
track. It is iota] and utter 
chaos." 

Some survivors spoke of one 






A long history 
of carnage 
on the network 


The wreckage of the two trains at Southall yesterday (top left) and firefighters attempting to rescue passengers (top 
right) trapped in the remains of the 1032 Swansea to Paddington service. Above, stunned survivors following the tragedy 
which killed six people Photographs: Brian Harris/Peter Macdiarmid 


of the carriages bursting into 
flames. Others spoke of scram- 
bling away from live power 
lines as they crashed down on 
lo the tracks. One man said pas- 
sengers had to wait inside car- 
riages while smoke billowed 
around them because the train's 
doors remained locked 
“I think British Rail [sac] wiB 


. have to answer a few questions 
about that,” he said. “It wasvety 
frightening having smoke rising 
up when you couldn't get out” 
Survivors were taken to a 
nearby school and looked after 
by paramedics. Manjit Singh, 
one of the first people at the 
scene, said he heard cries for 
help and comforted the driver 


of the Intercity train. “We 
heard the noise and went run- 
ning down there," he said. “The 
driver was sitting shocked and 
stunned by the train. I grabbed 
him and asked him if he was all 
right- He said ‘What has hap- 
pened?’ 

“He was all black from the 
smoke and his dothes were all 


dirty. The engine was on fire. 
From the second carriage there 
were cries of Help, help, help’." 

The disaster was best 
summed up by Dr Michael 
Rudolph, medical director of 
Ealing Hospital. He said: “The 
scene has been described to me 
as looking like a major aircraft 
disaster - carnage.” 


Disasters on Britain's 
railways have occurred 
with grim regularity. The 
Southall crash takes the 
toll over the last 10 
years to some 70 dead 
and more than 700 
injured. Stephen Goodwin 
reports. 


R>r sheer carnage, no rail crash 
matches the horror of the triple 
collision at Qumtmshill. Dum- 
fries and Galloway, on 22 May 
1915, when 227 people died. 

A 213-yard-long troop train 
was telescoped to less than a 
third of Its length. Two signal- 
men were sentenced for 
manslaughter. 

Yesterday's tragedy occurred 
on the same line and little 
more than two miles from the 
scene of a crash in 1973 which 
lolled 10 people and injured 94. 

An express train from 
Paddington to Oxford was de- 
railed at Ealing - the crash was 
blamed on an open battery- box 
door, which hit a signalling 
control box. 

The country’s second-worst 
crash was at Harrow and 
Wealdstone, north London, in 
October 1952, when 112 people 
were tolled and 340 hurt. Two 
express trains collided and a 
third ran into the wreckage on 
an adjoining line. Fifteen years 
later, 49 people were killed in 
a crash at Hither Green, south 
London. 

More recently, 36 people 
were killed and more than 100 
injured in a triple collision at 


Clapham Junction, Britain's 
busiest rail intersection, in south 
London, on 12 December 1988. 
A rush-hour express from 
Bournemouth slammed into 
the back of stationary com- 
muter service. 

As passengers scrambled 
out, a third train ploughed into 
the wreckage. A signalling fault 
was blamed. 

A rapid succession of 
tragedies followed. In March 
1 989, five people died and more 
than 90 were injured when two 
trains collided outside Purley 
station, in Surrey. 

Two days later, two people 
died and 52 were injured in a 
two-train collision on a single- 
track line at Glasgow BeUgrovc 
station. In August the same 
year, a driver was killed and 35 
people injured at Stafford when 
an empty train ran into the buck 
of the Manchester-io-Penzance 
express. Four moat hs later, 15 
people were injured when two 
Intercity expresses collided at 
Newcastle. 

More than 240 were injured 
and two killed in January 1 991 
when a packed commuter train 
demolished the buffers at Gan- 
non Street station and soon af- 
terwards four people died and 
22 were injured in a head-on 
collision at Newton station, 
near Glasgow. 

In October 1994, five people 
were killed and 1 1 injured when 
two passenger trains collided in 
fog od a single line at Cowden. 
Kent And in August last year 
one woman was killed and 
69 people injured when two 
trains crashed head-on outside 
Whtford Junction station. 
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4/WALES DECIDES 




‘Yes’ by 
a whisker. 
Now the 


deals begin 


Wales voted 'Yes’ to 
devolution by a whisker, 
but it was big enough to 
give Tony Blair the 
mandate for reform. Tony 
Heath describes the nail- 
biting climax, and CoHn 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says it 
could encourage 
opponents in the 
Commons and die 
Lords. 


Tony Blair promised to “re- 
spond to the fears" about 
change, but made it dear that 
the Scotland and Wiles devo- 


lution Bills would begin on 
time in November, in spite of 
winning a “yes" vote by the nar- 
rowest of margins in the Welsh 
referendum. 

The result was in the bal- 
ance, until final vole from Car- 
marthenshire swung it in favour 
of “yes". The figures were 
559,419 (50.3 per cent) to 
552,698 (49.7 per cent), a mar 
jority of just 6,721 (0.6 per 
cent). Only 25 per cent of the 
total electorate in Wales voted 
“yes” and Cardiff, the Welsh 
capital, where the Assembly 
will be based, voted “no”. 

The narrowness of the vote 
provided something for all sides 
to take from the referendum. 
Mr Blair stayed in Downing 



Cardiff arms: The ‘yes’ 
party in the capital erupts 
with delight in the early 
hours of Friday morning as 
the final result - for 
Carmarthenshire — came 
through ami gave the seal 
of approval to the 
devolution proposals 

Phonograph: Tom P3ston 


Street, and looked more re- 
lieved than elated in contrast to 
his triumphant celebration a 
week earlier in Edinburgh for 
the overwhelming Scottish 


“yes" vote. A defeat would 
have been a body blow to his re- 
forms, and it could have meant 
the sack for Ron Davies, the 
Secretary of State for Wales. 


W rTl iam Hague, the Con- 
servative leader, said it was a 
“very stark wa rning to the Gov- 
ernment about the dangers of 
what they are doing to this 
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country. It shows the danger of 
dividing Whies. We have seen 
the country split down the mict 
dle. I hope they will stop and 
think what they are doing be- 
fore they being any l egisla tion 
to the House of Commons”. 

The “no” campaigners said 
that theywouldhavewonifthe 
referendum had been held on 
the same night as the Scottish 
polL John Redwood, the former 
Tbry Secretary of State for 
Wiles, said it would act as a 
“check on Blair’s ambitions”. 

Lord Stoddart, a Labour 
peer and opponent of devolu- 
tion. said a majority of ft.6 per 
. cent was “not good enough - 
even the National Union of 
Mineworkers requires 55 to 45 
per cent before going oh strike, ' 
damn it". Lord Archer, the 
Tbry peer, said the Lords would 
stick to the Salisbury principle 
of not blocking the legislation, 
but it would take a different 
view of the Scottish and Welsh 
bills, because of the results. 

. Some -off the sir Labour ;. 


rebel MPswho supported the 
“no” campaign were unrepen- 
tant, although Llew Smith 
was facing a difficult meeting 
with his Blaenau Gwent con- 
stituency. . 

Mr Blair said that moves to 
create a Welsh assembly would 
carry on while the Government 
concentrated on “allaying the 
fears of people that were ex- 
pressed during the campaign 
and making sure we show them 
this isa sensible measure of de- 
centralisation”. . . 

He said: “It was right to give 
people a say. They voted in. 
favour of it. We are delighted 
with the result But it is impor- 
tant that we respond to the fears 
that were expressed by people.” 

Downing Street officials em- 
phasised that the majority 
would not stop the devolution 
Bills. “A majority of one would 
have been enough," one source 
said. 

An intriguing aspect of the 
result was the coining together 
of sizeable ‘yes” votes iq the old 


industrial areas of South Whies 
and the Wfelsh-speakmg rural 
counties of the north and west. 

Whoever decided to book 
the Welsh College of Music and 
Drama as the nerve centre for 
the referendum count made 
an inspired choice. The night 
was replete with nail-biting ten- 
sion - a political thriller d la 
Hitchcock. 

Initially, anti-devolution 
votes piled up in rural areas 
along the English border. Then 
some Labour strongholds id 
the south tilted the balance. Bui 
Newport and Cardiff waded in 
with big “no" votes. 

Then at 3.40 yesterday 
morning the chief counting of- . 
freer. Professor Eric Sundadand, 
a former vice-chancellor of the 
University of Wales announced 
that Carmarthenshire bad de- 
livered sufficient “yes" votes to 
see the devolution proposals 

approved. 

The margin prompted 
Cardiff to take on the look of 
Catalonia rejoicing - albeit in 
the rain. The strains of the . . 
Welsh National anthem wafted 
through the streets. Flags and 
passes were raised. Sian Lloyd, 
ITVs glamour weather girl, 
wept tears of joy. 

No one was happier than the 
Secretary of State. Linkup arms 
with his ministerial colleagues 
Peter Hain and Wyn Griffiths, 
Liberal Democrat MP Richard 
livsey and Plaid Cymru leader 
Dafydd Wigley MP, Mr Davies 
praised the co-operation that 
had turned a 4-1 quote “no” 
-vote in the 1979 referendum 
into a dim victory. . 
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The Reverend RS Thomas is 
dismissive of the referendum tb- 
sdIl A poet who commands in- 
ternational respect, he admits 
voting in favour of an elected 
Welsh assembly. Onoe nomi- 
nated for a Nobel Prize for lit; 
erature he claimed that only 
crumbs were on offer. “I have 
no appetite for crumbs from the 
English table” he said. 

The choice on the bailor pa- 
per - whether to support the 
Government's devolution pro- 
posals or oppose them - put 
Welsh people on the horns of 
a dilemma. The Englkh did not 
want Wales to be independent. 
“It was like asking you if you've 
stopped beating your wife," he 
said. _ 

Robert Croft, the Glamor- 
gan and England cricketer, was 
in the pavilion at Taunton wait- 
ing far the weather to improve 

so that the county could take up 

Jhedtefflengeof defeating Soro- 


eiset to clinch the county cham- 
pionship. 

"I’ve always tried to steer 
dear of politics. But one thing 
1 should like to see in a new 
Whies is a cricket academy at 
Sophia Gardens, one county, 
ground in Cardiff. Glamorgan 
won the county championship 
in 1969. We’re keeping our fin- 
gers crossed for a repeal this 
season. An academy could help 
to make it a treble in the years 
to come." 

Emlyn Hooson, now Lord 
Hooson, followed in the foot- 
steps of Clement Davies, Lib- 
eral MP for Montgomery from 
1929 to 1962. He went to the 
Lords after losing his seat in 
1979. Conceding that under 
the Government’s plans an 
elected assembly would only 
command limited powers.. 

He said:- “It will concen- 
trate on (hose Welsh affairs 
which are inad equately dealt 


with because of lack of time at 
Westminster. With the benefit 
of proportional representation 
[20 of the 60 assembly members 
will be elected, by PRJ it will be 
more truly representative of 
Wales." 

Sian Lloyd, the television 
weather presenter who was 
born in Penarth, South Wales, 
said sbe wanted the assembly to 
speak and act for the whole of 
-Vfeles. “It's really important 
that we all pull together and al- 
leviate the fears of the Noes. 
They talked about the north- 
south split but in the end it was 
a west-east split because it’s the 
eastern side of Wales, Gwent 
and Newport, who had all the 
inward investment 

“They benefited from the 
Welsh Development Agency 
so they didn’t want change. But 
the assembly has to provide for 
all regions of Wiles." 
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Westminster whispers fuel talk of a Tory coup 


Here is some news that 
William Hague, the 
youthful Tory leader, 
may not enjoy. In a 
Spanish villa owned by 
one of the party’s most 
famous conspirators, 
John Major and Chris 
Patten, the ‘lost leader* 
of the Tory left, have 
been talking this week. 
Is this the beginning of 
‘the Candeleda coup’, 
designed to remove 
Hague, as some Tory 
MPs think - or simply a 
convivial gathering of 
friends? Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, 
investigates. 


The whisper at Westminster 
was clear enough. The former 
prime minister and the former 
governor of Hong Kong had 
made a secret rendezvous, 
meeting up at the Spanish home 
of Tristan Garel-Jones, their 
mutual friend and former min- 
ister for Europe. 

The reputation of Mr Garel- 
Jones for conspiracy is awe- 
some: the Tbry right still blame 
him for the Single European 
Act, entry into the Exchange 
Rate Mechanism, the downfall 
of Margaret Thatcher, and the 
succession of John Major. 

So if Major, Patten and 
Garel-Jones were in secret con- 
clave, according to the theorists, 
that could only mean one thing: 
they were plotting die imminent 
downfall of the hapless William 
Hague, in the olive groves of 
Candeleda. a village west of 
Madrid. Unfairly or not. Mr 
Hague is already being written 
off by some of his own MPs as 
a lightweight, unable to cope 
with Tony Blair. Mr Patten re- 
turns to live in London short- 
ly. It is assumed that, if he wants 
to return to the Commons, 
there will be no problem about 
finding him a seat: indeed, Mr 
Major’s own Huntingdon con- 


. i 
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srituency has been mentioned. 

When he answered The 
Independent's telephone call 
yesterday, Mr Garel-Jones — 
naturally - could not have been 
more dismissive. 

“You’re about a milli on 
miles off the mark,” he said. 
However, in his fluent Spanish, 
he then called for a cordless 
phone, “so I can tell the boys”. 

After a slight pause, he an- 
nounced breathlessly to Mr 
Major. Norma, and Mr Patten: 
“This is Tbny Bevins who's ring- 
ing to say that there is talk in 
Westminster that there is a 
conspiracy here.'* He chuckled, 
and Mr Major could be heard 
in the background, saying: “I 
told you ..." 

Mr Garel-Jones said he was 
trying hard not to laugh, but he 
laughed and Mr Major said: 
“Just tell him that were siding 
here with a drink." 

“Yeah,". said Mr Garel- 
Jones, “we’re sitting here with 
a drink in the sun, trying to 


Blair and activists set for 
showdown at the seaside 


Tony Blair makes it dear 
in his party’s conference 
guide he will not slow 
the pace of change in 
spite of misgivings by the 
unions. But there are 
also rumblings over a 
decision to make his 
speech an all-ticket 
event. 

Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports. 


Tony Blair's first speech to Lhe 
party conference as Prime Min- 
ister is being made ticket-only, 
leaving overspill audiences to 
watch it on big screens outside 
the main conference hall. 

Reaching out to more peo- 
ple has meant that a record 
number - 23,000 people - have 
asked for accreditation for the 
conference, which starts at 
Brighton Conference Centre a 
week tomorrow. 

Activists are concerned they 


will not get in, and Labour 
MPs are also worried that they 
may not receive the special 
tickets for admission, while big 
donors get ringside seats. 

The party conference guide 
cames a warning that tickets will 
be needed for the speech in ad- 
dition to security passes, and 
they will be issued with ail cre- 
dentials. “Due to the huge de- 
mands, some will not be able to 
have access to the conference 
hall for this session. 

“These people will be able 
to watch the speech on a large 
screen in the Kingswest cinema 
complex. Additional screens 
are situated in the exhibition 
area in the Metropole Hotel 
and the Hewison Hall." 

In a foreword to the con- 
ference guide, Mr Blair warns 
there will be no return to the 
“old ways", and makes it dear 
he is pressing ahead with further 
controversial reforms in spite of 
rumbling from the unions. 

The Prime Minister, whose 
strategy was backed by the Cab- 
inet yesterday, shows he is de- 
termined to force the pace of 
further change, raising the 


Robin Cook rejects single currency call 


The Government has to 
decide within the next 
few months whether 
Britain should enter the 
phase wave of the single 
European currency. Colin 
Brown Chief Political 
Correspondent reports 
that Robin Cook, Foreign 
Secretary, signalled that 
it was “unlikely”. 

The Foreign Secretary yesterday 
dismissed appeals by Jacques 
Santer, the European Com- 
misskro President, for Britain to 
join the first wave of countries 
launching a single European 
currency in 1999. 

« l. •nQriEnintrBnm. 


mote monetary union and wider 
membership of the EU, said a 
single currency would bring 
economic benefits and he ex- 
pected a large number of states 
would be in it from the start. 

But Robin Cook said that it 
was unlikely Britain would sign 
up to be part of the project from 
1 January 1999. A decision will 
be made by ministers around 
the end of the year. 

“Tony Blair, Gordon Brown 
[the Chancellor] and myself, 
have all said it is unlikely that 
Britain will be joining, partly be- 
cause we are a new government 
with a big agenda to do,” be told 
BBC Radio. 

But Mr Cook, regarded as a 
leading sceptic on the single cur- 
rency in the Cabinet, left open 
the nnccihiliiv nf Rrfram ininin? 



As 



Gam in Spain: John Major, 
his wife Norma and Chris 
Patten have been 
holidaying this week at the 
villa of Tristan GareHones, 
fuelling rumours back 
home amove against 
William Hague 

Photograph: Javier Lacaba 



decide ... The conspiracy 
consists of this ..." 

At that point, Mr Patten 
joined in the general badinage, 
shouting: “Ml him what the for- 
mer governor is doing." 

“The governor is reading 
The Principles of Gardening by 
Hugh Johnson and Roads to 
Santiago by Kate Nurtbloom," 
said Mr Major. 

Then, Mr Garel-Jones 
added: "They are all being 
forced to read my article in last 
week’s Spectator, advocating 
that bull-fighting should be 
taught in all primary schools in 
Britain. 

“And the main topic of dis- 
cussion is who is going to walk 
down to the village, five kilo- 
metres; that’s Plan A. Plan B is 
those who are nor walkiag to the 
village, who wiU be led by me, 
who will go down in a motor car. 

“An aperitif will be taken in 
a bar called La Capra ... several 
aperitifs I hear someone [the 
former governor] cry ... and we 


prospect of a showdown at the 
seaside with trade unionists 
and traditional party supporters. 

Some union activists fear the 
changes to the national execu- 
tive due to be endorsed at the 
conference could pave the way 
for an eventual break between 
Labour and the unions. 

That charge is denied by 
Labour party leaders. The fore- 
word says: “Yes, we changed as 
a party - we bad to if we were 
ever to form a government 
again. And yes we will keep on 
changing to make our party 
stronger, more democratic, with 
real roots in the community. 

“What has excited the coun- 
try - and visitors from around 
the world - is that new Labour 
is a real break with the past. We 
are breaking down the old bar- 
riers between different sections 
of society, standing at the cen- 
tre and reaching out to alL" he 
says. 

And Mr Blair adds: “How 
conference conducts its busi- 
ness, as the sovereign body of 
our party, must reflect the be- 
lief that we can never return to 
the old ways.” 


at a later stage after the first 
wave. “I don’t know about pret- 
ty soon after. Wc have always 
said that if it goes ahead and if 
it's a success, then in the longer 
term, it would be difficult for 
Britain to stay out.” he said. 

The Government is insisting 
on “genuine" economic con- 
vergence before Britain will 
join, and has promised a refer- 
endum. 

The lories, under William 
Hague, now rule out joining for 
the lifetime of the next Parlia- 
ment - until 2007. The single 
currency issue split the Tories 
before the election, but some 
leading Euro-sceptics in the 
party will be pressing Mr Hague 
to go on the offensive to oppose 
Britain being drawn in at a lat- 
er state. ■ 


will then return from luncheon 
and we will then ... [it sounds 
like a suggestion from the for- 
mer Prime Minister] sleep for 
quite a long time, and then we 
may go to a village this after- 
noon and buy some pottery." 


It is then put to Mr Garel- 
Jones that the big question is 
bow the former governor is go- 
ing to walk the five kilometres 
back to the House of Commons. 

Mr Garel-Jones repeats the 
question to his audience, and 


says firmly. “Well I regret to tefl 
you that it has not yet been on 
the agenda." Note the operative 
word, “yet". 

But, then, there is an ever 
bigger question: How the for- 
mer governor is going to walk 


the further six kilometres into 
the leadership of the Tbry par- 
ty? “Well, that has not been on 
the agenda either," says Mr 
Garel-Jones, briskly but cheer- 
fully. “So 1 am sorry to disap- 
point you." 


There are many colleagues 
at Westminster who will find it 
hard to take seriously the sug- 
gestion that in the secluded pri- 
vacy of a Spanish villa, after a 
fine dinner, finer wine and the 
best possible brandy, Tristan 
Garel-Jones’s house guests 
could avoid talking about the 
current dire straits of the Con- 
servative Party. 

And the possible succession 
of the former governor of Hong 
Kong to the leadership. 
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Jack May, The 
Archers’ Nelson 
Gabriel, dies, 
aged 75 


JackMay t vhotor46yesuspiayed the suave 
antiques dealer and wine bar owner Nel- 
son Gabriel in Radio 4’s long-running se- 
rial The Archers, died yesterday in Hove 
General Hospital, in West Sussex follow- 
ing a long illness. He was 75 

The cast of the series, who were told of 
bis death while recording in Bi rmingham 
were said to be “devastated”. 

One of the veterans of the programme, 
which began in 1950, May found fame with 
his portrayal of Gabriel, a wine bar man- 
ager and rather unscrupulous antique 
dealer, who was written into the series in 
195J. Whispers in the fictional village of 
Arabridge often suggested that not all 
Gabriel’s business dealings were above sus- 
picion, May often said that he felt that he 
had a lot in common with his character, who 
he once described as “a whizzkid who has 
settled down a bit”. 

Obituary, page 24 


Unionists’ historic encounter with Sinn Fein 


The Ulster Unionist Party is 
likely to come face to face 
with Sinn Fein for die first 
timft in more than hall: a cen- 
tury in the Stormont talks 
early next week. 

The encounter promises 
to be mote of a.confrontatkm 
than a concfliarion. since the 
agenda item is likely to be a 
Unionist motion to have the 
republicans expelled on the 
grounds that they continue to 
espouse violence. 

None the less, it will car- 
ry a powerful symbolic 
charge in that the hope of the 
Government and others is 
that early clashes may even- 
tually lead on to the two sides 
doing serious business. 

The scene for the meeting 
was set on Wednesday, when 
after much initial hesitation 
the Unionists walked into the 
Stormont talks where Sinn 
Fein had already taken their 


place. Their party leader 
David Trimble (pictured) 
said then that he had come 
not to negotiate with repub- v 
ticans but to confront them. 

It wflj come as a major 
surprise if the Unionist in- 
dictment of Sinn Fein suc- 
ceeds and the republicans are 
expelled. One part of the 
Unionist case is that the IRA 
must have had some in- 
volvement in the bomb in the 
County Armagh town of 
Markethfll on Tuesday. 

Security sources judge, 
however, that the a tt a ck was 
almost certainly the work of 
the Continuity Army Coun- 
cil, which has no connection 
to the IRA. Sinn Fein will 
however face intense inter- 
rogation on the IRAs decla- 
ration that it "has problems 
with" the Mitchell principles 
of non-violence. The Ulster 
Unionist MP Jeffrey Don- 


aldson said no final decision 
had been taken on the par- 
ty's tactics, but added: "How- 
ever we did give a 
commitment that we would 
confront Sinn Fein as ap- 
propriate, and there isno bet- ' 
ter isspa to confront them 
with than the question of 
their links with the ERA.” 

Meanwhile, a further re- 
minder that the entire re- 
publican community is not 
behind Sinn Fein’s approach 
to the peace process came 

xnhftn flivrthftr splinter group, 

the Irish National Liberation 
Amy, staged an attack on a 
police station late on Thurs- 
day night A grenade thrown 
at Rosemount RUC station 
in Londonderry failed to 
explode, and was later 
found on a bank outside the 
heavily fortified base. 

— David AMQttrkk, 
Ireland Correspondent 


Britons carry on 

with holidays in . 

wake of Cairo 

bombing 

British tourists were yesterday carrying on ; , s 

with their holidays in Cairo following , 

Thursday’s bombing which left nine ? ,j.* v 

German tourists and their bus driver ,, 

dead. . . ...-i 

Thomson Holidays, the UK’s biggest 
tour operator, said only six of its 89 clients , * 

in Cairo had elected to take the option of ■’ K 

leaving for Luxor in southern Egypt. . . ^ 

The company said that contrary to its 
statement yesterday, it had not stopped trips 
to Cairo. A Thomson spokeswoman said: 

“We are carrying on with stays in, and *j ... 

excursions to, Cairo, although our clients 
have the option of going to Luxor instead.’’ 

Thomson holidaymakers due tofty out 
to Egypt tomorrow have all been infonned 
by letter of the latest situation. 

Thursday's attack on a tourist bus also - ' 

Injured about 20 people. Muslim extrem- 
ists aje thought to have been responsible, fy \ 

although no group has yet admitted to the 
outrage. 
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Police injure many 
in routine patrols 




The; t 



One-fifth of the people killed 
and neaityone^hiid cf those se- 
riously injured by a police ve- 
hicle happen during routine 
patrols and not in an emergency, 
a new study has found. 

The report oh nearly 770 
deaths and injuries resul ting 
from by police vehicle acci- 
dents also found that in nearly 
on*£fth of the cases tbecar did 
not have any emergeucy sirens 
or lights operating. 

Id addition, the Home Of- 
fice study said that there was 
some “cause for concern” that 
15 per cent of the incidents in- 
volved police officers with only 
baric driver ridlls. There was 
also critidsm of the lack of an 

agre ed f raming srheme forpn- 

lice drivers in' England and 

■wues. ■ ..r 


yvas'.efimmr^ 


an died after an accident in 
Croydon, south London, in- 
volving a marked police car 
winch was responding to an 
emergency call. 

An examination of accidents 
in between 1990 and 1993 found 
that there were 92 deaths and 
1,025 serious injuries. Of the 
deaths, about 40 per cent oc- 
curred during pursuits, and 
about one-fifth while on a re- 
sponse to an emergency call or 
on routine patroL 

Police chiefs said they had 
addressed many of the recom- 
mendations of the study, 
including national guidelines, 
and were breathalysing all par- 
ties involved following any 
incident. 

“Only advanced and stan- 
dard po&e drivers, wfipteg re- 
txamiqgJRuld 


cfcjved 






Police Comptrints Authority, at 
the number of accidents in- 
volving police vehicles. 

■ In the year up to Aprfl, 31 
people, indudSqgpQliceoffiasrs, 
were killed, one more than the 
previous year. Only last month 
a 20 year old female pedestri- 


6f Grief Police Officers. . 

. -Jason Bennetto, 

‘A Study of Deaths and Serious 
Injuries Bauhingjrom Police f$- 
hide Accidents’; avaiiable from 
the Home Office, Police Re- 
search Group, 0171-273 3133. 
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Badger-baiters caught 
in DNA trap 


Rnxrmen face jail after animal 
DNA genetic profiling was used 
for the first time in the UK to 
convict them of badger-baiting. 


four Derbyshire men by the 
RSPCA hinged on DNA sam- 
ples taken from adead badger 
which was linked to blood sam- 
ples taken from a knife and 
clothing belong to the men. 

At a two-day trial at 
BakeweD Magistrates’ Court, 
Garry Shaw, 28 of Matlock, 
Gary Fsttipierre, 37, a stone 
waller, of Alderwasley, John 
Wragg, 32, of Bel per, and 
Michael Holland, 32, tmem- 
ployed, of Chaddesden had 
denied three charges of con- 
travening the Protection of 
Badgers Act by fefllmg and dig- 
ging up the badger and inter- 
fering with a sett. They were 
found giriJty on aB three codes. 

After the case, RSPCA In- 
spector Darryl Street said: 


“When we first started the case 
18 months ago I was sceptical. 
V/e had caught no offenders on 
site and there were no confes- 
sions we had nothing to tie them 

down with and we were not go- 
ing to proceed with the case. 

“We then decided to follow 
the DNA lead. We bad two vis- 
ible stains on the overalls bat 
these were not strong enough 
to take the case forwmd. With- 
out DNA there would not have 
been a case. This will send 
Shock waves through the bad- 
ger baiting communi ty and you 
trill certainty see more use of 
DNA to bring these cases to 
court” 

Badger conservationists told 
the court how they lay m writ for 
the four men, as they ap- 
proached a badger sett on 
Cromford Moor. They watched 
tn horror as the animal was 
knifed, then bludgeoned to 
death. 


Scapa Flow search for diver 


An air and sea search was un- 
der way yesterday for a diver 
missing in Scapa Flow, Orkney. 
Lifeboats, diving charter boats 
and an RAF helicopter were 
looking for the man, who bad 
only a small amount of oxygen 
left in his tanks when the alarm 
was raised. 

cmpcK ,U A 


man’s diving companion sur- 
faced near their boat, reporting 
that his friend was missing. He 
was in a party of divers explor- 
ing wrecks of the Fust Wbtid 
German fleet scatded at 


Pen tland Coastguard said hope 
had not been abaridone3"pf 
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;gest personal gift in the history of the world 


injure ^ 

lne Patrol 


On Thursday night, Ted 
Turner was the star turn 
at a New York dinner for 
American supporters of 
the United Nations. Mr 
Turner has always been 
vocal in his enthusiasm 
for the UN. But his 
pledge of a personal gift 
of one billion dollars 
stunned one and all. 

David Usbome shares in 
the shock. 


The idea came to Ted Timer 
some time in the middle of the 
week. Impulsive though he may 
be, be thought first to check it 
out with his wife, Jane Fonda. 
In his words: “It brought tears 
to her eyes". 

Not just to Ms Fonda’s. If 
they were not actually crying at 
United Nations headquarters 
yesterday, they might just as 
well have been. Mr Turner, 
the broadcast buccaneer and 
founder of CNN, had an- 
nounced on Thursday night 
that he was giving the organi- 
sation Slbn (£580m) of his 
own money. 

This is no bagatelle, not 
even to Mr Turner, who last 
year sold his television business 
to Tune Warner, where he is 
now vice-president. It repre- 
sents almost a third of his to- 
tal worth. As far as anyone can 
surmise, it is the biggest phil- 
anthropic gift made by any sin- 
gle person in histoiy. 

It is tempting to imagine 
tears also in Washington DC 
Not of joy but rather of em- 
barrassment. If the UN has 
been on its knees in recent 
limes, scraping money togeth- 
er like a bum on the street, it 
has been because of the failure 
of the US government to pay 
up back dues of about $l-3bn. 

Mr Timer, who was at- 
tending a dinner of the United 


Nations Association of the 
United States, is not letting the 
US off the hook. The money 
will be paid into a foundation 
in $100m instalments over 10 
years to finance programmes 
for refugees, children, the en- 
vironment and tie&ring land- 
mines. The missing US cash is 


for the UN bureaucracy; it will 
still be owing. 

Pity President Bill Clinton, 
therefore, who is due to address 
the new session of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly in New York on 
Monday. The sub-text will be 
vivid Zfone man (even if rt does 
happen to be Mr Timer) can- 


BILLIONAIRES’ GAME 


Ted Turner threw down the 

gauntlet to his fellow billionaires 
to fo8cw his lead. One, he men- 
tioned by name: Elf Gates 
(pictured) of Microsoft. 

The timing is dastardly. This 
week, Mr Gates, estimated to 
be worth around $40bn, 
moved into a new home on the 
shores of Lake Washington 
near Seattle. How much (fid this 
temple of luxury cost him? 
About $50 million. 

What may follow now Is a 
game erf biilfonaires' chicken. It 
b a race to see who can give 
away the most money In the 
shortest time and daim a place 
In history as the Andrew 
Carnegie of the 1990s. 

Mr Gates has already vowed 
that he will pick a time to give 
up his stewardship of the soft- 
ware colossus he founded and 
dedicate the rest of his life to 
giving away his extraordinary 
wealth. A similar promise has 
been made by Am ericas second 
richest man, Warren Buffett, 
who has accumulated a fortune 
of at least $8bn through his in- 
vestment company. Berkshire 
Hathaway. He has said he in- 
tends giving away 96 per cent 
of it to a charitable foundation. 

Mr Turner began his nagging 
over a year ago. It was then that 
he told the New York Times 
that he broke the spell cast on 
Wm and his peers by the ForbeS 
list of the richest on the plan- 
et. ‘That list is destroying our 
country!", he declared “These 
super-new rich won’t loosen up 



their wads because they’re 
afraid they'll reduce their net 
worth and gp down the list." 

Even before yesterday, the 
game had started. In June, the 
main contestants were Mr 
Gates himself and another 
computer tycoon, Larry Ellison 
of Grade software. BQson an- 
nounced plans to spend $100 
million on donating computers 
to schools. Barely six hours be- 
fore the BBson gift was unveiled 
Microsoft came out of the 
trap with Its own contribution 
to the greater good - a $200 
million pledge to equip Iforaries 
with personal computers and 
software. There was fury at Or- 
acle at what they believed was 
a deliberate ploy by Mr Gates 
to eclipse Mr BRsonk donation. 

just tike Mr Carnegie, nei- 
ther Gates nor BUson were act- 
ing out of selflessness - both 
their companies stood to ben- 
efit. Through his gift to the UN. 
however, Mr Turner can expect 
only a warm feeling, and plen- 
ty of good publicity. 

- David Usbome 


give a billion, what on earth is 
your problem, leader of the last, 
greats# and only super-power? 

The happiest man at the UN 
is surely Kofi Annan, the 
newish UN Secretary-General, 
who got early word from Mr 
Timer on Thursday afternoon 
of what was to come. The do- 
nation is a giant boost to Mr 
Annan as he seeks to winkle the 
missing money out of the US 
while at the same time forging 
ambitious reforms to the make 
the UN more efficient and 
more accountable. 

Mr Annan is suitably grate- 
ful. Tt is a great gesture and it 
is a noble gesture," he said “I 
hope others who are also for- 
tunate and have the capacity to 
give will follow Ted Tuners ex- 
ample”. Sir John Weston, the 
British ambassador, also paid 
tribute to Mr Tuner. 

“This is a spectacular and 
imaginative gesture that will 
show how easy it is to do some- 
thing to get the UN back on its 
feet again when there are peo- 
ple out there who believe in it 
enough". Easy for those with a 
spare billion, anyway. 

Mr Turner, indeed, has not 
only promised Mr Annan to en- 
courage others to contribute to 
foe new foundation, but in- 
stantly challenged others with 
large fortunes to follow bis 
lead T am putting every rich 
person in the world on notice," 
he told foe CNN interviewer 
Larry King. 

“There’s a lot of people 
who are awash in money they 
don't know what to do with. It 
doesn’t do any good if you don’t 
know what to do with it. I have 
learned the more good that I 
did, foe more money comes in. 
You have to learn to give. 
You’re not bora a giver. You’re 
born selfish". 

The extraordinarily dra- 
matic impact of Mr Turners an- 
nouncement was heightened by 
the casual, almost off-hand, 
nature of its of its delivery. He 



Giving couple: Ted Turner and his wife, Jane Fonda, with whom he checked before deciding to give the impoverished 
UN $lbn In $100m instalments, reckoned to be the biggest philanthropic hand-out in history Photograph: All Action 


decided on the amount, he 
said, because “a billion is a good 
round number”. 

He explained further that 
since December last year his net 
worth had grown horn S2.2bn 
to $3.2bn. Thus the donation, 
which will be paid in Time 
Warner stock, represents the 


additional fortune accumulat- 
ed over nine months. “Tve still 
got $2bn left If I make some 
more money I could give more 
away. This is just extra, you 
know _ this was sort of spur of 
foe moment.” 

Mr Turner has long nurtured 
dose ties with the UN. Two 


years ago, his CNN network was 
awarded a UN prize for its com- 
mitment to coverage of the UN. 
Nearly a year ago he used an 
appearance at a UN conference 
to attack Rupert Murdoch, his 
broadcasting nemesis, and liken 
him to Hitler. 

He also - not without en- 


couragement from his wife - has 
long worked as a champion of 
various liberal and environ- 
mental causes, extending to 
the herds of bison now roam- 
ing his Montana ranches. His 
other love, meanwhile, is base- 
ball and the Atlanta Braves 
team, which he owns. 
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"You'd think I'd be the last person who wants a 
personal pension... so why have I just bought one?" 
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Hable if yoa invest In a pension." 


I You don't want to see the 

| taxman's generosity swallowed 

: up in high charges and a 


With a personal pension your 
SCbh money is allowed to work harder 
**^5?*^ for you as you get back every 
penny of the income tax you pay on the money 
you invest. Just think what a difference that 
; will make to the way your savings grow. 


If you're employed and not in a 
company pension scheme, or 
if you're self-employed, you 
can probably start a personal pension straight 
away. You can save from as little as £50 a 
month. Bear in mind though, that it's likely 
you'll have to save more than this in the long 
run to get the retirement you want. 

Starting a personal pension is such a 
vital decision, that you should be choosy 
who you buy from. So make sure you do your 
homework. 


j allows and refuses to employ salesmen or pay 
j commission. That way, more of your money is 
{ working for you. 


You'll want to know exactly what 
you're getting, so insist on a 
* pension that does not try to baffle 
you with jargon or hide Important details in the 
small print Choose a company which is upfront 
about everything it does. 


Make sure you are the one to 
decide how much you pay and 
when. Select a company which 
puts you in control and gives you the flexibility 
to change your payments - or stop them 
altogether if you need to - without having to 
pay a penafty. 




\ salesman's commission. So choose a company 



1 that keeps charges as low as business sense 
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you a personalised 
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deciding what's right 
speak to one of our 
Company Representatives. They are 
fully trained and authorised to advise 
you on all our products. 
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Victory for settlers 
in Jerusalem tussle 


Emergency over 
Borneo fires 


The Jewish settlers who, 
backed by an American 
millionaire, are 
attempting to establish 
themselves in a 
Palestinian part of 
Jerusalem, have reached 
agreement with the 
Israeli government on 
their future. But, writes 
Patrick Cockbum , what is 
being presented as a 
compromise deal is 
really a total victory. 


The American millionaire Irv- 
ing Moskowitz has won a near- 
total victoiy in his attempt to 
establish a new Jewish neigh- 
bourhood in the previously 
Palestinian district of Ras al- 
Amoud in east Jerusalem. Un- 
der a “compromise” the 
present 11 Jewish settlers will 
be replaced by 10 seminary stu- 
dents who will guard and ren- 
ovate the largest villa they have 
occupied. 

In effect. Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 


ister, has changed the status quo 
in east Jerusalem - the balance 
between Muslims and Jews - 
something which earlier in the 
week he had promised not to 
do. Going by past experience, 
Palestinian anger will lead to 
violence, probably in the form 
of suicide bombs. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestin- 
ian leader, yesterday called the 
“compromise” a trick, but 
appears interested primarily 
in milking the issue for os 
much diplomatic advantage as 
he can, by preventing violent 
demonstrations on the streets. 
He also wants to show 
Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, that the 
threat to the peace process 
comes from Mr Netanyahu 
and not himself. 

The Israeli Prime Minister 
said the agreement was the best 
possible for “the unity of 
Jerusalem, the unity of the na- 
tion, and the continuation of the 
peace process." 

Apart from stone-throwing 
at Israeli troops by boys in He- 
bron yesterday there was little 
violence after Palestinian Mus- 
lims held Friday prayers. 


Israeli security says it has 
charged two members of 
Hamas, the Islamic militant 

organisation, with planning to 
kidnap Ebud Olmert, the right- 
wing Mayor of Jerusalem, and 
explode a bomb in the city’s 
largest mall 

The deal whereto the Israeli 
government has effectively giv- 
en its sanction to the settlement 
at Rasal-Amoud was agreed by 
Avigdor Kabalani, the Internal 
Security Minister. 

But it emerged in the Israeli 
press that Dr Moskowitz had 
given Sim (£600,000), a lot of 
money in Israeli politics, to fund 
a lobbying group opposed to Is- 
rael returning the Golan 
Heights to Syria, which be- 
came the nucleus of Mr Kaha- 
lanTs party, the Third V&y. 

The settleis daim that by es- 
tablishing the beginnings of a 
new Jewish settlement at Ras 
al-Amoud they have complet- 
ed a ring around Jerusalem 
which breaks up the continuity 
of the Palestinian districts in the 
city. They say their intention 
is to make it impossible for 
Paestinians to have their own 
capital based in east Jerusalem. 



Behind the mask: A boy protecting himself in Kuala Lumpur as smog levels rise Photograph: Reuters 


Malaysia declared a state of emer- 
gency in its Borneo island state of 
Sarawak yesterday as smoky pollu- 
tion from forest fires that has en- 
veloped South-east Asia reached 
dangerous levels. 

Activity in normally bustling 
Kuching, the capital of Sarawak, 
slowed as schools, businesses, gov- 
ernment offices and airports shut 
Malaysia Airlines said all flights to 
Kuching had been cancelled or di- 
verted. 

' Hospitals and food stores were 
allowed to stay open. . 

The Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mobamed said: “With the 
API (air quality) level in Sarawak 
stale having reached above 500, and 
expected to continue, I declare a 
state of emergency for the state.” 

A reading over 500 is regarded 
■ as extremely dangerous and a'senior 
environment official said: “If you are 
exposed to air at 200 to 300 on the 
API for a day, it could be roughly 
like smoking (20] cigarettes.’’ 

The pollution, which has shroud- 
ed Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei 
for weeds, is caused largely by thou- 
sands of forest fires in Indonesia, 
particularly on Sumatra and the In- 
donesian part of Borneo. 

In Kuching’s smog-shrouded 
streets, hawkers sold masks marked 
up as much as three times fixma orig- 
inal prices. 
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HARD FLOOR 
CLEANER 
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3-1N-1 Cylinder Geaner 

■ 1400 watt variable power. 

■ Ultra -raplde washing head. 

■ Power assisted washing/ 

■ Double walled dustbag. 

■ Stainless steel telescopic tubes. 

■ On-board storage for tools. 





3-IN-1 Cleaner 

■ 130Owatt motor. 

■ Uhra-rapide washing head. 

■ Double walled dustbag. 

■ Stainless steel tubes. 

■ Indudes: too Is. 

Model 5130. 


CURRYS PRICE 


doubt that Tony Blair wfli be the best possible c hairman”. ‘ ; 3 


Poland’sera of uncertainty.; 


Bout years of strong Polish governments led by ex-communists 
drew towards a close yesterday as voters prepared, for better or 
worse, to leap into uncertainty. Polls suggest tomorrow’s parlia- 
mentary vote could produce another coalition steered by former 
communists, a centre-right alliance around the Solidarity bloc, " 
or stalemate. The election results may be just die start of weeks 
of haggling before a cabinet forms. Even then, the government 
may be shakier than the current coalition of former communists 
and Peasants, which won a nearly two-thirds majority in 1993.. 
President Akksander Kwasniewski says a deadlock would be the 
worst outcome as Poland enters talks on joining Nato and the 
European Union. Reuters 


Plea for N. Korean children 






WASHES & DRIES 
WHARD FLOORS INSTANTLY 


VAX SAHARA 


;3 t 



Er 



Hard Floor Cleaner 

■ More hygienic than traditional 
cleaning methods. 

■ Suitable for all types of hard floor*. 

■ Dual function - converts simply 
to a dry vacuum cleaner. 

Model SAHARA. 

Price Excluding Trade-in £249.99. 



VAX 


Upright Wet-and-Dry Oeaner 

■ 1400 watt motor. 

■ Variable power. 

■ 99.9 9ft filtration. 

■ Unique spili pidc-up tooL 

■ Long stair cleaning hose. 

Model HF1400. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


The food aid arm of The United Nations warned yesterday of a 
risk of “massive mortality” in North Korea following a sample 1 
testing that showed about 17 percent of young children surveyed 
in the country are seriously undernourished. “Without adequate 
assistance we can expect massive mortality in the coming win : 
ter. Nutritionally, North Koreans are already pressed to the lim- 
it,” Catherine Bextini, World Food Programme head, said. 

Reuters 


Witch-sniffers go to school 


CURRYS PRICE 




TRADE-IN PRICE 


150 MPH JETSTREAM ACTION 
LIFTS STUBBORN DIRT 




HYDRODRY™ TECHNOLOGY 
WASHES AND DRIES 
HARD FLOORS INSTANTLY - 
LEAVING THEM DRY. SAFE 

and hygienically clean 



£199 


VAX BAG LESS 
DRY CLEANING SYSTEM 




VAX 




Bagless Dry Cylinder Cleaner 

■ 1400 watt motor. 

■ Lifelong fitter 

■ Extra long cable. 

■ Long stair cleaning hose. 

■ Telescopic tubes. 

■ On-board tool storage. 

Model WIZARD. 

Was £24949: 

Was £199.99. 


CURRYS PRICE 


*Exduding unsealed wooden floors 


{17999 


Only Currys bring you all this 



TWo South African schools arranged witch- sniffing ceremonies 
yesterday to root out teacher sorcerers widely believed to be be- 
witching their colleagues. Regional education officials said they 
disapproved, but that there was nothing they could do to stop 
the traditional rites, which had the backing of pupils and fami- 
lies in White River, in rural eastern Mp nmatang-a p^nu^Ti ry lynch- 
mgs of the accused have sometimes followed sniffings in the hi ghly 
superstitious region. Reuters 
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Put your international calls through World Access 
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To dial the World 
it half the cost, 
simply push the 
right buttons... 


- -w. & nours a nay 

• To over 240 countries worldwide 

• No need to change your telephone, 

your phone number or phone company 

• No new installation 

• No additional charges 

B f *■ 

now! 




0800 458 0458 

A 015 * COMMUNICATIONS COfPOMTTON LTD 
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Gennany and France reiterated their commitment yesterday to 
launching European monetary union on schedule, but remained 
divided over control of the new currency. Meeting in the east { 
German city erf Weimar, Chancellor Helmut Kohl, French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac and Prime Minister Lionel Jospin reached ‘ 
for three different solutions. While stressing the independence • 
of the future European Central Bank, Mr Jospin called for “in- 
formal structures” to allow governments assy in economic mat- ^ 
ters. Germany remains adamant that there could be no political f 
interference in the bank’s work. President Chirac fudged. ‘ 
Disagreement also surfaced over french proposals for a com-' - 
munity-wide policy to tackle unemployment, but Mr Chirac and;. 
Mr Kohl came out with identical wordings when asked about the ■ 
forthcoming British presidency of the EU, which will oversee th^. 
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PROWMCE 

GOP 

foreign 

Average 


/per capita 

Investment 

rural 


(yuan) 

ssr- 

income 

(yuan) 

r=ss= 

1. 10.000 yuan and over. 

20.500 

278 

' 

Shanghai 

4.800 


Peking 

Tianjin 

12.400 

124 

3.500 

. 

. 

12.200 

212 

3.000 


2 0000-10.000 yuan 

9.600 

9.100 

35 

168 

3.600 

3.500 


Zhejiang 

Guangdong 

J 

Jiangsu 

B.700 

74 

3.000 

r 

3. 6000-8000 yuan 
Liaoning 

7.900 

42 

2.300 


7.200 

126 

2.500 


H&gpanfl 

6.400 

15 

2,200 

i 

Shandong 

6.400 

30 

2.000 


Xinjiang 

6.000 

A 

2.200 

• 

4. 4000-6000 yuan 
Hainan 

5.700 

108 

1.700 

i 

Hebei 

5100 

13 

2,000 


Hubei 

5.000 

12 

1.600 


Jilin 

4.SD0 

17 

2.500 

1 

Shanxi 

4.200 

5 

1300 

1 

Inner Mongofia 

4.200 

3 

1.600 


Hunan 

4.100 

11 

1.900 

— 

5 3000-4000 yuan 
Qlnghai 

4.000 

02 

1.000 


Guangri 

4.000 

14 

1.900 

| 

Anhui 

3.900 

6 

1.600 


Jiangxi 

3.900 

7 

1.900 


Henan 

3.700 

6 

1.400 


Sichuan 

3.700 

4 

1.400 


Nlngna 

3.700 

1 

1.500 

[ ’ - 

Yunnan 

3.500 

2 

1,400 


Shaanxi 

3.400 

9 

1.100 

i 

1 * • 

6. 2000-3000 yuan 

Tibet 

2.700 

n/a 

900 

| 

Gansu 

2.600 

4 

800 

L 

Guizhou 

2. 100 

1 

1.000 


NOTE AD data kx 1996 Yuan 8gwK Btvai lo tte neaea 1 00 yinn. USS figures 
toBwnaiesiwiiMfliiiiiHn<Etftundem 13-1 yuan = an MiM sertngj 
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The Party’s ‘Magnificent 
Seven’ step out in style 


China’s President Jiang 
Zemin's has secured his 
political power base. 
Economic reform is now 
secure, but his victory 
probably means a 
setback for political 
reform. Teresa Poo/e looks 
at winners and losers. 

The “Magnificent Seven" of 
Chinese politic>, the Standing 
Committee of the party’s Polit- 
buro. was revealed to the world 
yesterday. 

The first surprise was the ab- 
sence of green army uniforms. 
The seaL vacated by the dump- 
ing of ageing general Liu 
Huaqing was turned aver to a 
civilian. 

Leading the pack was a very 
contented-looking President 


Jiang Zemin, for whom the 15th 
Communist Parly Congress has 
been a personal triumph. Be- 
hind him a smiling Li Peng, 
who has kept his second-rank- 
ing position and looks set to 
head the parliament when he 
steps down as prime minister. 

China's new Number 3 fol- 
lowed, the perennially glum 
Zhu Rongji, who is almost cer- 
tainly to be the next prime min- 
ister. Mr Zbu is the man who 
tamed China's rampant infla- 
tion and will now be in charge 
of implementing Mr Jiang's 
blueprint for reform of state- 
owned enterprises. 

U Ruihuan and Hu Jinlao. 
both party stalwarts, kept iheir 
seats. So all eyes were on who 
would fill the vacant slots left 
by Mr Liu and Qiao Shi, the 
spectacularly ousted adver- 
saries of Mr Jiang. Step forward 
the newcomers: Wei Jianxing, 


anti-corruption supreffi". anu 
Li Lanqing. a re to rm- minded 
vice-prime rainhlcr. 

Mr Jiang has emerged from 
the conference in a far more 
powerful position than mans 
predicted when the patriarch. 

Deng Xiaoping, died in beb- 
ruarv. Although he had to 
make some compromise*, he 
has elevated many of his pre- 
ferred candidates to nn>re in- 
fluential posts. 

Next war's retirement vf Mr 
Qiao as head of the Nation. ii 
People's Congress to make «.r. 
for Mr Li is widely seen ;is a step 
backwards for gradual political 
reform in China. Mr Qiao had 
argued forcibly for a stronger 
rule for China's largely rubber- 
stamp parliament, and the im- 
portance of establishing the 
“rule o! law". Mr Li. a polii:- 
cal hardliner, is not cast in quite 
the same mould. 


Wealth and 
power split new 
superpower 
into three 


In China, all people are 
equal; but some are 
more equal than others. 
The divide between rich 
and poor may be the 
biggest threat to 
stability in the next 
global superpower. Teresa 
Poole in Peking looks at 
the fault-lines of a nation 
that seems to be 
becoming three 
countries as economic 
reform takes hold. 

It takes almost two days by train 
to travel from the glass-front- 
ed skyscrapers of Shanghai to 
the impoverished north-west 
province of Ningxia. a journey 
from China's style capital to a 
part of the country which eco- 
nomic reform and opening up 
seems to have left behind. 

The feeling of travelling 
back in time as one crosses Chi- 
na is stark. In Shanghai, the 
benefits and challenges are 
self-evident after a decade of 
hrcakneck growth: a well- 
dressed and well-heeled middle 
class, gleaming shopping malls, 
gridlockcd roads, and a massive 
building site on every corner. 

By the lime one arrives in 
Zhengzhou. Henen Province, 
right in the middle of China, the 
architecture of the new build- 
ings is utilitarian, private cars 
are fewer, and a quarter of the 
workforce is still tied to the ail- 
ing state textile industry. 

Journey on to Yinchuan. 
capital of north-west Ningxia 
province, home of China s Hui 
Muslim minority, and one is 
back in yesterday's China. The 
city's department store offers 
the sort of old-fashioned 
clothes worn in Shanghai in the 
early Eighties: there is little new 
construction, and no sign of for- 
eign investment. In the south of 
the province, a sizeable num- 
ber of people still live in caves 
dug out of the hillsides, with no 
elecLricity or running water. 

Such is a snapshot picture of 
China in the week that the rul- 
ing Communist Pan)' ends its 
15th Party Congress. China's 
own economists look at their 
nation in three slices: the East 
(comprising Peking, Shanghai, 
and the coastal provinces), the 
Centre (which cuts a swathe 
through the middle and up to 
the north-east), and the West 
(the nine most far-flung 
provinces). 

Historically, life was always 
easier for those living near the 
coast, but the huge imbalance 
in the way foreign investment 
has been received since eco- 
nomic reform started in IW 
has created a regional wealth 
gap unlike anything seen in Chi- 
na before- The east contains 
one-third of the coun ire's pop- 
ulation but benefits from four- 
fifths of the foreign investment 
(hat has been ploughed into 
China since 197^. 

. In terms of standards nf 
living, trade and industry, and 


prospects for the future, the 
China shown on our map begins 
to look more like three differ- 
ent countries. "Yes. according 
to people's income and the 
degree of economic advance- 
ment you can say that." said 
Liang Youeai. deputy director 
of the forecasting department 
of the State Information Cen- 
tre. “People in the East can live 
comparatively well, while many 
in the West still live under the 
poverty level.” 

Mr Liang is among many 
who have pointed out the ob- 
vious dangers of such regional 
wealth gaps. Two years ago he 
told the central government 
that if the situation persisted 
“social disturbances might be 
incurred, and economic devel- 
opment be impeded.” 

By any economic measure 
one cares to use. the disparities 
between the East. Centre and 
West are sharp. Bad trans- 
portation. decrepit industry, 
and difficult climates pul the in- 
land and western provinces at 
such an initial disadvantage, 
that they cannot compete. 

So it is no surprise that 
standards of living arc lowest in 
the impoverished West. There, 
the annual expenditure per 
person in rural areas in 
was just 1.149 yuan (£86). 

Peasants have already vot- 
ed with their feet, the dispari- 
ties being the most severe for 
rural folk. China's army of 
around 90 million floating 
workers behave like a barom- 
eter of regional economic 
prospects, fleeing the country- 
side and small townships, where 
underemployment is chronic. 
The more timid drift towards 
the big cities in their own or 
nearby provinces, but the ad- 
venturous think nothing of 
journeying more thjn I.O0H 
miles towards the coastal 
provinces and cities, where 
they labour on building sites 
and in export-led foreign-in- 
vested factories. 

This multi-tiered massive 
shift of population adds to (he 
government's v: pa rate concern 
of how to ft.aininin social sta- 
bility in cities as it launches a 
massive reform and privatisa- 
tion of state-owned enterpris- 
es. Reports of demonstrations 
bv unemployed or unpaid Mate 
enterprise workers are com- 
mon place these days. “Those 
workers are mainly concen- 
trated in the West and Centre. 
In the EasL the economy is 
more advanced, the govern- 
ment has income and even il 
there are unemployed >luie 
enterprise workers, the gov- 
ernment can guarantee their 
minimum living conditions.” 
said Mr Liang. 

How long then for the rest 
of China to close the gap w ith 
the East? A very, very long 
lime, despite central govern- 
ment policies to ease the im- 
balance. “Judging from the 
whole situation, it K not possi- 
ble for the Centre and West to 
catch up with the East even af- 
ter another 2V years. " said Mr 
Liang. 



MOST GERMAN RECIPES 
PRODUCE TOU G H, I N EDIBLE 
THIS ONE IS N O EXCEPTION 






Ask a German ftx his favourite recipe and you 
won'! be surprised if it's inedible. Nevertheless, 
we bring you Otis highlight from the Continental 
tyre engineers’ recipe book. At least you know 
thfe dish is meant to be rubbery. 

1. First mate your baste rubber compound 
using natural and synthetic rubber, sulphur, 
resin, aromatic off, carbon blade, stearic 
add, cobalt stearate, wax and a unique 
Mend of vulcanisation and atS-oxidant 
chemicals. These are probably not the sort 
of ingredients you have at home -unless 
you're a Continental tyre engineer. Mix, 
then test (but don't . taste) ter consistency. 


2. Maks an ajrtig#inner tiner -by 1 rolling 
butrfnibber:1oto5a. wfcte:ftfc ; layer, and ; 
' ban. tMs.uSti ensure your tyre rises' nicely.' 

and doesntgb flat • 

3.. to a calendering madfilrie,- make‘bpdy v 
plies to term the tyre's carcass. The 
carcass gives tber tyre Us strength and dso 
cushions you, even jn roads lumpier arid 
bumpier than ejemwn custard 
4. Wffli brass-c®ted : steal cords, term a gtrete 
to. These wrmake 

sure your iyr^sas seourefy onthfrvtfieePimtL 
EL late -tan-^^^/Ubber and fbtm ifte 
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Bomb blasts threat 
to Bosnian peace 


Oespaln Croatian Josip Cubela sits among the wreckage of his neighbour^ flat in west Mostar after the bombing 


Photograph: Reuters 


Dozens were injured 
when a bomb shook the 
Bosnian Croat-held 
sector of Mostar on 
Thursday night. It was 
another sign of tension 
in the divided town 
between Croats and 
Bosnian Moslems, which 
have been exacerbated 
by the elections. 


The bomb went off outside a 
police station in the western 
pan of Mostar, sending a ball 
of flame into the air. A crater 
about a yard deep marked the 
site. A mushroom cloud of 
dust settled on bunding? and ve- 
hicles over a wide area. 

UN spokesman Alex Ivanko 
said the authorities assumed the 
blast was a car bomb. “There 
hasn't been a blast like this re- 
ally since Dayton,” said Liam 
McDowall. a UN spokesman in 
Sarajevo. 

A Mostar hospital said 30 
people were treated for in- 
juries and three of them were 
in a serious condition. A man 


was paralysed from the waist 
down and had (o be evacuated 
by Nato helicopter for emer- 
gency treatment in Croatia, 
said Dr Zoran Am uni.’ vie, the 
- surgeon on duty at the time. 
“He was buried under a wall 
that collapsed due to the ex- 
plosion.” Dr Antunovic said. 
Three children - including a 
one-month-old baby - were 
among those who suffered less- 
er injuries from flying debris 
and glass. 

The bomb is the latest event 
in simmering tensions between 
the Croat and Moslem com- 
munities in Mostar. Tensions 
were already high after Croat 
leaders came close to boy- 
cotting municipal elections held 
last weekend. And Moslem 
leaders expressed anger this 
week when Croat officials said 
they might renege on a promise 
to drop plans to unify three pre- 
dominantly Croai districts in 
western Mostar. 

Moslems and Croats fought 
a 10-month war in 1993-94 
that devastated Lhc city and left 
it divided into Moslem and 
Croat sectors. The two sides re- 
newed a military alliance 


against the Serbs in 1994 and 
formed a federation covering 
half of Bosnia but relations in 
Mostar remain tease. 

Despite million 1 - of dollars in 
reconstruction aid and three 
years of diplomatic efforts 
aimed at reunifying the town, 
Mostar is still strictly parti- 
tioned along ethnic lines. 

The police station was run by 
the joint Muslim-Croat police 
force established in July after 
months of arduous negotia- 
tion. “I think that this was an 
attack against the joint police 
in Mostar,” said Sefkija Dziho. 
the Muslims’ deputy minister 
for internal affairs in the region. 

A spokesman for the in- 
ternational community’s High 
Representative to Bosnia con- 
demned the blast: “This was a 
senseless attack with a clear aim 
to destabilise the situation in 
the city at what is an extreme- 
ly sensitive time.” 

UN spokesman Ivanko said: 
“It is extremely disturbing that 
almost two years after the sign- 
ing of the Dayton peace agree- 
ment certain individuals 
continue to use barbaric tactics 
to get their point across.” 


The arch-manipulator 
of Serbia triumphs 
over people power 


At the beginning of this 
year, Slobodan 
Milosevic 1 * hold on 
power in Serbia 
appeared to be 
collapsing as protesters 
filled the streets of 
Belgrade. But the 
opposition, then 
superficially united, has 
split ahead of 
tomorrow^ ejections. - 
Steve Crmvshovv reports on 
the arch-manipulator of 
the Balkans and his 
enemies. 

“One for all," says the poster 
that gazes out everywhere in the 
centre of Belgrade. The ac- 
companying portrait is of a 
grave-looking man in a beard 
with a distinct resemblance to 
Nicholas II, Russia’s last tsar. 

Even by the standards of 
ejection propaganda, the slogan 
for Vuk Draskovic - once Ser- 
bia’s wild-maned Rasputin, 
now the would-be dignified 
president - is misleading. Not 
all for one, nor one for alL Mr 
Draskovic has quarrelled bit- 
terly with the two other me ru- 
bers. of the opposition troika 
which spearheaded huge pop- 
ular demonstrations in Bel- 
grade and across Serbia at the 
beginning of this year. United, 
they were powerful 1 , divided, 
they are not 

Zoran Djindjic and Vesna 
Pesic, with whom Mr Draskovic 
shared a platform during the 
opposition rallies in December 
and January, are boycotting 
Serbian parliamentary and pres- 



Slobodan Milosevic 


idenlial elections tomorrow. 
Mr Draskovic - after an ap- 
parently cosy meeting with Ser- 
bia's brilliant manipulator, 
Slobodan Milosevic - has bro- 
ken ranks, and is selling him- 
self as Serbia’s latest saviour. 
The opposition. which at the be- 
ginning of the year was more 
powerful than ever before, has 
stumbled back info fiiepoiiCi- 
cal quagmire, while Mr Milo- 
sevic watches from the sidelines. 
For Mr Milosevic - who has 
been written off at regular in- 
tervals since he came to pow- 
er in 19S7 - the scenario is 
reassuringly familiar. 

Mr Milosevic is not httnseff 
a candidate in tomorrow’s polls. 
He is now Yugoslav president, 
after serving the marimum two 
terms as president of Serbia, 


Unsurprisingly, Mr Milosevic 
has taken the real power with 
him: the Yugoslav presidency 
used to be powerless when Mr 
Milosevicwas president of Ser- 
bia: now, the Serbian presi- 
dency looks set to be 
meaningless, as power has 
moved to the office of President 
Milosevic of Yugoslavia. - 

The uninspiringZoran Lille, 
candidate of the Socialists (for- 
mer Communists), until re- 
cently president of rump 
Yugoslavia, hopes to do a job- 
swap with his political patron, 
becoming Serbian president 
The other main presidential 
candidate, apart -from Mr 
Draskovic, is the far-rigbt Vo- 
jislav Sesefj. In short: unap- 
pealing prospects all around. 

The meeting between Mr 
Milosevic and Mr Draskovic, 
his former sworn enemy, has 
not been fully explained. Mr 
Draskovic - who has dramati- 
cally repackaged himself, with 
a short bade and sides and a 
neatly trimmed beard - 
emerged triumphant, after ap- 
parently being charmed by Mr 
MUosevic.The pro-government 
Serbian media started giving Mr 
Draskovic favourable cover- 
age, for the first time. In a coun- 
try where conspiracy theories 
are two a penny, everybody has 
a different theory; even the least 
conspiracy-minded analysts in- 
sist that some secret deal must 
have been struck. One sugges- 
tion is that he might become 
Serbian prime minister, fol- 
lowing the parliamentary elec- 
tions, also held today. 

When hundreds of thou- 
sands filled the streets, Mr 
Milosevic made some retreats. 
The opposition was able to 
take power in major cities, in- 
cluding Belgrade. But none is 
better able than Mr Milosevic 
to win a chess-game when 
checkmate seems inevitable. 
The only crucial requirement 
for the opposition was that it 
should stay united until Mr 
Milosevic was gone. The op- 
position promptly started tear- 
ing itself apart -- and Mr 
Milosevic could rejoice. 

Mr Djmdjic became mayor of 
Belgrade - and thus gained a 
higher profile than Mr 
Draskovic, to the latter’s an- 
noyance. Mr Draskovic, mean- 
while, who had briefly 

renounced nationalism, started 
to bang the nationalist drum 
once mixed in with a 

strong dose of monarchism. 

Cracks in the regime in the 
neighbouring republic of Mon- 
tenegro - the other remaining 
member of the Yugoslav fed- 
eration - could mean greater 
difficulties for President Milo- 
sevic. His main ally there is un- 
der threat, as never before. 
Even so. few in Serbia are 
ready to predict an earfy end for 
the man who has re-invented 
hhnsetf so many times before. 
The optimism of just eight 

months ago now seems to come 

from another era- 
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The Locarno Grand Reception Room at the Foreign Office 


Photograph: David Rose 


Secret service remains closed 
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Tbe Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office may be opening 
its doors to the public gaze, but 
there is one arm of Britain's 
overseas representation which 
most certainly is not: MI6, or 
Her Majesty’s Secret Intelli- 
gence Service (SIS). Britain's 
overseas intelligence-gather- 
ers, or spies, are not having an 
open day; nor wffl tourists be in- 
vited into their headquarters to 
gawp. 

In some ways, SIS has less 
of a problem with external im- 
age than the FCO. Its brand- 
new post-modernist building in 
Vauxhall Cross in south Lon- 
don expresses its soul with pe- 
culiar accuracy: mysterious, 
multifaceted and muted, with 
a discreet cluster of aerials 


and dishes tucked away on the 
roof. ItspubUcpersona is set for 
it by James Bond of the films, 
dashing, romantic and cheeky. 

The reality is probably a lit- 
tle closer to the James Bond of 
Ian Fleming’s books: upper 
class, with a drink problem 
and a fragmented personal life. 
John Le Carre's books show a 
simil ar, and less warm - if just 
as romantic - picture. 

SIS has made a number of 
attempts to modernise for tbe 
post-Gold War era. Newer re- 
cruits come from many social 
backgrounds and women are in- 
creasingly represented. Its tasks 
have been extended to include 
“drugs and thugs” - counter- 
narcotics work and a focus on 
criminals. It is also said to be 


working harder at fight in g the 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, and devel- 
oping its economic espionage. 

But then nobody really 
knows, because it does sot 
have any responsibility to ex- 
plain itself. It gives regular 
lunches for media editors, and 
dial is about it 

This air of mystery is some- 
thing that SIS cultivates, and re- 
gards almost as a weapon in 
itself It is still highly regarded 
around the world, and in both 
tbe Balkans and the Caucasus, 
for instance, people ascribe to 
it far more influence than it pos- 
sesses. But then perhaps that is 
the point the image is more im- 
portant than the reality. 

-Andrew Mors/iofl 
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just another normal day of sex 
and drugs at the Foreign Office 


From the moment he became 
Foreign Secretary in May, 
Robin Cook showed he meant 
business. Within a fortnight he 
ted produced a “Mission State- 
menu” setting out tbe Foreign 
Office’s role on the eve of a new 
nuUeoium. Then came public 
hearings to launch a review of 
Britain's strategic security and 
defence requirements, outlines 
of a new Ethical Foreign Poli- 
cy, followed by stricter guide- 
lines for British arms exports. 
But for sheer spectacle nothing 
matched yesterday’s “Open 
Day," as 1,000 invited guests 
from around the country — 
sixth formers, school careers ad- 
visees and community groups ~~ 
made some of Whitehall's most 
discreet and stately corridors 
their own. 

They weren’t there for fun; 
nor was tbe preponderance of 
darker skins and female voic- 
es accidental Mr Cook had a 
double purpose: to attract more 
women and ethnic minorities 
into the service, and demon- 
strate the Foreign Office was 
free of its starchy past 

At times the juxtaposition of 
old and new was positively jar- 
ring. The setting was tbe splen- 
did Durbar Court, encrusted 
with marble and mosaics, phys- 


ical heart of the vanished India 
Office, and named after the 
durbar, or formal reception, 
held by maharajahs or British 
Governors to mark a great oc- 
casion of state. Yesterday For- 
eign and Commonwealth 
Office set out stalls promoting 
its thoroughly modern wares: 
immigration and human rights, 
export promotion, even the 
FtO’s Internet ate. 

A few shrinking violets 
stayed away, among them of 
course Her Majesty’s intelli- 
gence services. But the pre- 
sentable face of British foreign 
policy was out in force — from 
the European Union Presi- 
dency specialists to the enviro- 
ment. science and energy 
department to the division 
dealing with drugs and in- 
ternational crime. 

“Yes, it’s all real” assured 
Clare FaDon, currently assigned 
to the department but hoping 
for a posting to the Caribbean, 
as she displayed a selection of 
seized illicit substances, 
cannabis resin, ecstasy pills, a 
bag of crack cocaine, arid a tiny 
brick of diamoiphine base used 
for heroin, displayed like dead 
butterflies in small black plas- 
tic boxes. 

Next door, the ghosts of 


British India past — a Mar- 
quess Dalhousie, Governor 
General from 1848 and 1856, 
and a jewelled and sabred Eck- 
bal-ud-DowIah, unsuccessful 
pretender to the throne of 
Oudh in the 1830s, who there- 
after lived out for 40 years a 
saintly life in Arabia — be- 
musedly gazed down as the high 
tech rites of the late 20th cen- 
tury unfolded before them. 

TWo live satellite video con- 
ferences bad been laid on for 
the packed roomful of guests; 
the first with the High Com- 
missioner and his staff in Sin- 
gapore, the second with 
Ekaterinburg to mark the for- 
mal re-opening of a British 
consulate in the west Siberian 
city after an interval of nearly 
80 years. A remarkable occa- 
sion — so remarkable indeed 
that Mr Cook ventured a few 
carefully practised words of 
Russian. 

That done, tbe Foreign Sec- 
retary invited a fortunate few 
into his office, to make his point 
in person. “We need more 
women and minorities, and a 
Foreign Office that really rep- 
resentative of modern Britain, 
in which merit's the only crite- 
rion." he said. 

And the problem is real 


enough. Women account for 
only 35 per cent of Foreign Of- 
fice’s 6,000 staff, compared 
with a general civil service av- 
erage of over 50 per cent. At the 
most senior grades, tbe disparity 
is worse. Of Britain's 154 am- 
bassadors and heads of misaon 
around the world, only 9 arc 
women. Ethnic minorities arc 
even less in evidence, just 33 
per cent of UK-based staff at 
home and overseas. Not one 
has climbed to the rank of 
head of department or ambas- 
sador. 

Were the setting Wishing! on 
instead of London, the solution 
would be affirm alive action, 
even the dreaded “O-word”, 
quotas. Britain vows it will not 
indulge in such gerrymandering. 
“What we want is more women 
and minorities applying," one 
official said, “so that more 
stand a chance of selection." 
And some old barriers are 
crumbling. In 1997, for the 
first time, Oxbridge did not sup- 
ply a majority at the “policy en- 
try point” as the fast stream for 
high fliers is now known. 

And so the show rolled on. 
Sir John Cole, -head of the 
Diplomatic Service had pro- 
vided the welcome. “Don't pay 
too much attention to me." he 


began, noting he was about to 
retire as the FO's senior civil 
servant. “We want you to sec 
what tbe thousands of people 
who work here do.” A diplo- 
mat’s life was challenging and 
exciting, but “not all roses." he 
said. Many postings were un- 
comfortable, and “some are 
dangerous.” After three hours 
the Foreign Office's most ex- 
traordinary morning of modern 
times was over. “This is not a 
stuffy, hidebound place, foil of 
men in pinstripe suits sitting as 
if with umbrellas up their 
spines.” Mr Cook said in pall- 
ing. “1 hope we shook some of 
your stereotypes, and that some 
of you will apply to work here.” 

And some may, albeit for 
different reasons. “I really love 
the Interiors” said one girl as 
she surveyed the panelling and 
chandeliers of Mr Cook's own 
vast office and the window 
from which Lord Grey watched 
the lights go out over Europe. 
Fbr Anthca BrighL a 16 year 
old schoolgirl from Wembley, 
“the travel and the work abroad 
would be great.” Everyone 
though seemed to have bad a 
great time, not least the diplo- 
mats who threw the bash. Is the 
FO stuffy ? Not a bit of it 

-Rupert Cornwell 
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He dresses the world, but 
Britain won’t pay the price 
for Hussein Chalayan 
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Bold and brash: Akxandor McQueen has sponsorship for his latest collection, but struggled i" the past Photograph: PA 
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On Thursday, London Fashion 
Week kicks off - and all eyes will 
be on Swinging London once 
more. British fashion rules the 
world, and more overseas buyers 
than ever are expected to attend 
the collections. 

Yet last week, Hussein 
Chalayan, one of our hottest 
designer exports, was without a 
sponsor for his show. Taman 
BJonchortf, Fashion Editor, reports 


Hu»cin Chalayan, the Turkish-Cypriot 
bom. London-raised and Central Saint 
Mania's educated designer, is one of 
three reasons overseas huyers and the press 
will bother Mopping off ai London Rish- 
iiui Week, between Milan. Paris ami New 
York. Along with Alexander McQueen and 
Antonio Berardi. Chalayan is responsible 
for milking London swing. He sells in the 
UK, France, Italy, the United Stales. 
Hong Kong and Jiipan. and was nominat- 
ed as designer of Ihe year al last year's 
British Fashion Awards. 

Since his show last spring. Chalayan has 
been seeking a sponsor for his spring/sum- 
mer 199S collection, scheduled for next 
Saturday night. But this week, after ap- 
proaching UK drinks companies and oth- 
er potential sponsors, he was left without 
anyone to foot the bill - and staging a fash- 
ion show, as any designer knows, does not 
come cheap. So with no support from 
British business forthcoming, he turned for 
help to the land of his birth, and secured 
Mime financial support from the North 
Cyprus Tourism Centre. 

’ || is still a fraction of the amount he 
needs, but the show will go on. albeit in a 



Chalayan, along with our other leading 
designers, sees his ideas plagiarised by high 
street stores, but gets little back in return. 
While dements Ribeiro have found sal- 
vation with a deal. with Dorothy Perkins, 
and Pearce Fionda landed a two-way 
deal with Debenhams that saved them from 
bankruptcy last year. 

Every season, there is a battle to get a 
cham m the sponsorship pie. Even our most 
famous export, Alexander McQueen, has 
seen deals fall through at the last minute. 
His show will be sponsored by ICI, which 
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Hussein Chalayan: Lack of support 

smaller, more intimate form. “It seemed 
like the only place that would give me sup- 
port at the last minute," says Chalayan. 
However, the British Fashion Council has 
since helped by giving Chalayan a venue 
for free. 

While he has backing for the manu- 
facture of his collections, his business part- 
ners ore not millio naires: fashion designers 
are usually left to their own devices to raise 
funds for putting an their shows. A sum 
of around £45.000 is the minimum need- 
ed to rent a venue, lighting, stage design- 
ers, hair and make-up, pay for invitations, 
security and, of course, models. However, 
if they like the designer, many models will 
work for an outfit in lieu of a Tee. Big fash- 
ion houses like Chanel will spend closer 
to £500.000 for a single show. 

Previously. Chalayan has been spon- 
sored by Absolut and’ Nokia. “They spon- 
sor you fresh from college, but they don't 
realise the eyrie doesn't end there." be says. 
“There is always a need for sponsorship.” 


Janet FIscbgnmd, spokeswoman for Mc- 
Queen says: “sponsorship is an enormous 
issue for young designers, it's impossible 
to fund these shows on your own.” 

Antonio Berardi, feted by American 
Vogue as the Nest Big Thing, has spon- 
sorship from COurvoisier. This season the 
designer will also come out at the end of 
the show wearing a pair of designer specs, 
courtesy of David Clulow. However, 
sponsorship for next season remains 
uncertain. 

Priyesh Shah, Berardf s business part- 
ner, said yesterday, “It’s crazy we still have 
to rely on sponsorship. Companies don't 
understand the importance of fashion as 
a medium ... yet the kudos of a tot of British 
companies Eke Marks & Spencer and The 
Burton Group relies on the hyping of Cool 
Britannia." 

Simon Ward, administrator for the 
British Fashion Council, said yesterday, 
“Hussein Chalayan is one of our major 
names; we’re going to make sure he has a 
show. He is an important part of the resur- 
gence of London." But the BFC is not a 
sponsorship marriage broker. Clearly one 
of the things we excel at is new talent ~ 
It is the new names like Hussein Chalayan 
that have brought the focus back to 
London." 


Object of desires Hussein Chalayan^ simple elegance is a firm favourite with fashion pundits 


How London became ‘God’s gift to fashion’; 


The grandfather of British fashion, 
Roland Klein, 59, has seen London fash- 
ionroove full drde. He moved to the cap- 
ital to learn Fn glish in the Sixties, from 
a job assisting Karl Lagerfeld in Paris. 
And now he is seeing London explode a 
second time. 

In die days of Mary Quant’s min i 
skirts, there were not shows as such. It 
was not untD 1975 that Annette WbcsJey 
Tfryfpr set up the London Designer Col- 
lections, a group of young designers who 
showed their clothes on rails in hotels 
around London. Then the shows were 
about selling clothes. didn’t have all 

of the razzmatazz that we have today. It 
was purely a selling exhibition,” Klein 
said. “Now fts all turned into a arcus. 
There’s a lot of hype, not necessarily dim- 
ing into cash ” _/' 

• Klein gave up showing his classic, 
grown-up collections on ] die catwalks last 
season. His selling figures did not suffer. 


Like many designers, he has been sell- 
ing to store buyers for the past three 
weeks: the catwalk show is not the place 
where orders are made. The business of 
selling takes [dace in the designers' 
showroom in the run up to fashion ' 
week. 

Ten years ago, London experienced a 
similar hype to that of today, with the 
spotlight on names such as Body Map, 
John Galliano, Helen Storey, and 
Katharine Hamnett. But the 1 brouhaha 
was short-lived. 

The Eighties did little for the com- 
mercial sense of designers who boasted 
that they were creative geniuses, not busi- 
ness men. The international press and 
buyers lost interest in London and 
Britain's biggest names looked to Paris 
for a platform for their work. 

Katharine Hamnett, John Galliano, 
and Vivienne Westwood moved to show 
in Paris in the late Eighties when reces- 


sion hit and buyers could afford to visit .; 
only one venue. In 1994- the British 
Fashion Council, headed by Clinton Sik - 
ver promoted New Generation Designers, « 
sponsored by Marks & Spencer. The new 
talent, spearheaded by Alexander Mo-' 
Queen, has focused attention back on Lon- - 

don. Last season, overseas press doubled, 

and buyer numbers rose 30 per cent. 

But Roland Klein worries for the fu- 
ture of the young names. “The British 
Efehkm Council wants the hype and it cer- 
tainly bring} a lot of people to London. 
... But a lot of the names on the sched- ' 
ule should not be showing on the cat- 
walks. They go from art college to their . 
own collection and to the catwalk in the 
space of six months. A lot of them are 
sponsored and really they would be bet- 
ter off putting the money into their bua-'- 
oesscs - Jbqf’ns doing it all the wrong way 


round.’ 


-Taman Blanchard 
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The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
are offeringyou 2 FREE 
magazines from a 
selection of the UK's 
leading style magazines 
- Vanity Fair, Arena, The 
Face, GQ, GQ Active 
and Tatler.- To bring you 
this exclusive offer, for 
the October issues of ' 
the magazines, we have 
teamed up with Cond6 
Nast and Wagadon two 
of the UK'S top 
magazine publishers. . 

hoWto claim 

YOUR. TWO FREE 
MAGAZINES 

■ Simply collect 3 differently 
numbered tokens out of 9 tokens 
published in The Independent 
and Independent on Sunday 
from Saturday 20 September to 
Sunday 28 September. 

i 

■ Affix the 3 tokens to one of 
the application vouchers pub- 
lished in The Independent on 

Monday 22 September, Thurs- 
day 25 September and Saturday 
27 September; and in the In- 
dependent on Sunday on 28 
September. 

■ Complete the application 
voucher indicating vddch mag- 
azine you have chosen and ex- 
change this at the local retail 
outlet stocking your selected 
magazine. 1 

■ The closing date for claim- 
ing your free magazine is Sat- 
urday 4 October 1997. 

■To daim 2 free magazines you 
must use two separate appli- 
cation vouchers each with three 
differently numbered tokens. 

■ Maximum of 2 free maga- 
zines per household. 





EveresTrlrtel 

•fraction v 
w-riiwitom. 

V < VfjrW q *3Lis«C 
Teddy* ■ ' f. 

fttdDttwr l '> 

Flits of fury 

->*: »■ xir WT 


THEOttWMAL 5 
POSHSPfCE 


ti . iJ 


ft 72 


>1 rtr.i 


J 


EfllYOUfSOf 


15/PROMOTION 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
20 SEPTEMBER |*»«»7 



‘fcfaluurr MHJI M*U* LW.I.N H>AMk Ui MM 

* «Bwa— r m rtr ■ 


The Face 

The Face invented the style 
magazine as we know it, and for 
17 years has been at the fore- 
front of British culture. The 
most fashionable magazine in 
the world. The Face is an en- 
cyclopaedia of style, renowned 


the world over for being at the 
cutting edge of modem culture, 
featuring everything from mu- 
sic and fashion to art and 
books. 

The Bice enjoys enormous 
respect within the worlds of 
fashion and publishing, and is 


one of the few magazines that 
can daim to be globally influ- 
ential The New York Times re- 
cently called it The primary 
chronicle of youth culture', 
while Giorgio Armani calls it a 
Touchstone’. 


Vanity Fair 

With a unique mix of glamour 
and grit. Vanity Bur opens 
doors to Hollywood, high fi- 
nance, politics and culture, 
tracking the latest scandals, 
the greatest achievements and 
the newest stars. With the 


greatest stable of writers, pho- 
tographers and artists, Vanity 
Bur is the monthly magazine 
with the timeliness of a news 
weekly and the depth of a 
good book, a feast for the eyes 
and the mind Consistently bit- 
ting the headlines with ground- 


breaking stories, the magazine 
achieves unparalleled access, 
and it’s journalistic scope 
ranges from of-the moment to 
the unexpected. Whether a 
story involves a world leader or 
a cultural icon, you will find it 
within the pages of Vmity Fair. 
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Tatler 

The October issue of Thtler 
catches up with Christie Brink- 
ley, tbe covergiri’s cover girl, 
and goes inside her Hamptons 
home. The magazine tracks 
down the Hollywood Britpacfc, 
while Henry Dent-Brockle- 
huxst and fiancee LOi Maltese 
dress up in butter-soft, sharp- 
cut, sexy and sleek leather. 
Plus, is your sofa more a hit-list 
than It-list - Taller assesses 
the British designers who wQl 
help your house look hip, and 
a tribute to Sir James Gold- 
smith, d ytjamic tycoon, dy- 
nastic family man and would-be 
statesman, through tbe eyes of 
his daughter Isabel. 

GQ 

October sees the 100th issue of 
GO and celebrates in style 
with Paul Whitebouse. David 
Bowie dons Paul Smith, Reser- 
voir Dog Michael Marsden ex- 
plains how Hollywood's leading 
hound is creating a new breed 
of trouble, and Tyra Banks 
goes back to basics. Plus, Paul 
Newman’s motor-racing pas- 
sion, the City addicts chasing 
the dragon and promotion, 
and the best blather from the 
last 100 issues of GQ. 


The Face 

The team behind Trainspotting 
are back with a fine romance. 
The Face goes on the set of A 
Life Less Ordinary in Utah, and 
has a heart-to-heart with the 
film’s stars, Ewan McGregor 
and Cameron Diaz. Plus: Em- 
brace. the rising British rock 
band; Hiromix, the 20-year-old 
Japanese schoolgirl whose tit- 
illating pics of her friends is 
causing a revolution; Lfl’ Kim; 
board art; John Leguizamo; 
Photek; drag kings; and an ex- 
clusive interview with the Dalai 
Lama. Sort of... 

GQ Active 

He health, fitness and sport for 
men, brings the reader the ul- 
timate eat yourself sexy plan. 
David Coulthard reveals his hi- 
tech work-out which is as ad- 
vanced as the McLaren be 
drives. Plus, ways you can im- 
prove your running technique, 
the GQ Active trainer top ten, 
and how to take on The Glad- 
iators. The October issue of 
GQ Active comes with a spe- 
cial edition 256 page guide to 
Daring Days Our in the UK. 


Arena 

Exclusive interview with, and 
sensatioiial photographs of Eliz- 
abeth Hurley, the original posh 
spice. The women who wore 
The Dress tells Arena the fame 
game isn't funny anymore. Plus: 
climbing Everest the hard way, 
Teddy Sheningham's new boots 
and panties: what they don’t 
teach you at SAS school how to 
tell if you’ve goi a small penis; 
and the problems with Naomi 
Campbell Jimmy McGovern 
and the Cherokee Jeep. 

Vanity Fair 

Vanity Fair features a special 
tribute to Diana. Princess of 
Wales, looking back over her 
last summer, whether flying to 
Bosnia to crusade aguinsL land 
mines or finding romance on 
the Riviera. The decade-long 
partnership of Domenico 
Dolce and Stcfano Gabbana is 
explored, the affinity of 
Wecgee, the 1 940s crime pho- 
tographer, for the underbelly of 
New York is examined, and 
with virtually every icon of the 
British stage, appearing in an 
eight-hour, S13 million televi- 
sion adaptation of A Dance to 
the Music of Time, >fenity Fair 
predicts a revival of Anthony 
Powellis mas te work. 
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M | murder case 

may be solved, 

20 years on 


Detectives could be on the brink of 

finding the murderer of a hitch-hik- 
er whose body was found by the Ml 
27 vears ago. 

Barbara Mayo was discovered in 
Ault Hucknall Wood, Derbyshire, 
a mile and a half from junction 29 
of the motorway, on 18 October 
1970. The 24-year-old student 
teachers killer has never been 
traced, although the investigation 
into her death was never officially 
closed. 

When it was launched it was the 
biggest probe ever undertaken by a 
British force, with 120 officers involved 
at its height. 

The Derbyshire force has now re- 
opened an incident room at Chester- 
field police station following what it 
described as a “major new develop- 
ment". 

Police last nigh t refused to disclose 
the nature of the fresh information, 
but will announce it on Monday along 
with a hotline number for the public 
to call. 

Assistant Chief Constable Don 
Dovaston said: “This investigation 
has never closed since Barbara’s body 
was found in Derbyshire in the autumn 

of 1970. 

“We will be releasing important 
new information which may help us 
bring the killer to justice." 

Police arc expected to renew their 
appeal for sightings of Barbara, who 
was last seen carrying a bag with a dis- 
tinctive elephant motif. 

She had apparently set o£T from 
her home in London at around 1 lam 
on October 12 to hitchhike to Catt- 
erick. Police believe she was killed 
that day. 

More than 47.000 statements were 
taken during the first four years of the 
inquiry into her death. 

Police interviewed 126,300 people, 
checked more than 72,000 Moms 
Traveller vans and took 78,000 calls in 
their incident room. 

But, despite checking the records 
of 28,000 criminals and following up 
more than 76,000 leads, they never 
found Barbara's killer. 

Seven years ago officers established 
similar ities between her murder and 
that of Jacki Anse 11-Lamb, who was 
killed in Cheshire in March of the 
same year. 







Looking to the future: Robin Gueriier, director of Taskforce 2000 Photograph: Peter Maafannid 


The Government insisted yest e rd ay that ft Is- ; = 
taking the “Millennium Bomb” -whiefreoutd . 
paralyse computers after December 31 
seriously. But Barbara Roche, the minuter in 
charge, also emphasised that industry, not ; 
government, must pay. Ydt the CBI seems to 
be playing the issue quietly top, reports 
Charles Arthur , Science Editor. 

“It is a huge problem. And there is so little time left to 
ch ^rfr and fix and test our systems," the industry minis- 
ter Barbara Roche told The Independent yesterday. She 
also insisted that “Industry - not the taxpayer- must bear 
the cost of putting it right.” 

But if also appears that industry is only slowly begin- 
ning to think about a problem whose deadline cannot be 

moved, and now Kesjust a few hundred working cfeys away. 

The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) has resist- 
ed calls for the topic of the “Millennium Bomb" to be in- 
cluded in the talks at its annual conference starting on 9 
November in Binnrngham — even though Philip Wright, 
on che CBTs “ year 2000" group, thinks business under- 
standing of the importance of the topic is “patchy" . 

■ The Government was stung by the iniependenis ex- 
clusive report in which Robin Gueoier, bead of T&skfbice 
2000 warned that the effects of not correcting the prob- 
lem would be “devastating". He insisted dot he needs more 
funding to get the message across to industry. 

But Ms Roche said that the Department of "Bade and 
Industry had already taken action by eocouraging the^ Con- 
federation of British Industry (CBI) and computing com- 
panies to set up Thskforce 2000 in the first {dace. 

She met Mr Guenier last Monday and “hada very pos- 
itive meeting discusmigwhaLaction needs to be taken now.” 

She added: “I am extremely concerned about this issue, 
and the report of the meeting is wholly inaccurate ” Mr 
Gueoier said that after be warned Ms Roche he “got no 
response. It’s all woolly; I get no fed that anybody believes 
me." 

Ms Roche hit back by saying that “fending for Task- 
force 2000 is a complete red herring” because it is industry 
rather than the Government which has to bear the cost 
However, she did not mention bow much money the Gov- 
ernment has committed to checking and updating its very 
old and enormously complex computer systems for tax col- 
lection, hospitals and social security. 

The Mille nnium Bomb arises because some comput- 
er p ro g r ams use only two digits to represent- the year — 
meaning that after 1999 they might think the next year is 
3900 , not 2000. Eradkatin^^^dt ca&nott>e automated, 
raising huge problems for asj&o rga r a s ation which refies 
on computers. •• 1 ' * f \ 
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Conservation^]^ 
victory for ' . 
toads and n< 



Conservationists yesterday 
victory m their baitie to save 

nv^impoitaiitsilcsfc 

and newts from being ploughed Jgx 
It is understood; that English 
ture* which control Sites afSpgdalS&g. 
entific Interest (SSSI), is to draw ugr|£ 
a new agreement with the farmer, ■ ~ 
Justin Harmer, who owns Off haro . 
Marshes near Lewes, East Sussex.;,. 
Friends of the Earth (FoE) said that£4- 


on Michael Meacher, environment 
'minister, -to intervene. •'•••- 

The marshes are adjacent 
O ffham Down, another SSSI abQ . _ 
owned by Mr Harmer, which became y 
the focus of a row during the generr. '; 
al election after it was ploughed up.to , - 
take advantage of European subsidies ■ 
to grow flax. : 

Matt Phillips, of Friends of Jhej 
Earth, said the reprieve for Ofmamj , 

Marshes was good news far wfldliftait 

celebratory picnic would be held to-; 
morrow. The ate is home to -one qfi 
die most significant populations ca| 
toads, frogs and newts in the country! [ 
But, be said, 300 out of the 6*500 ; - 
SSSIs in Britain were damaged every ; , 
year and there needed to be better h* ‘ 
gal protection for the connUy’s meat j 
important wild places. “Wfe want^o (. 
mak e sure tbat nothing like this can j 

happen again." - .11 

Another SSSI in Forth Ceiriafl, ' 
Gwynedd, has just been damaged m- i 
ter a management agreement was A- • i; 
lowed to lapse. An unusual feature ra- 
the remote coastal site was a sand dune 
perched an the diff top where top soil 
has now been dumped. 

A Department of the Environment 
spo kesw oman said the Mr Meacher 
has asked officials to begin open-entt . 
ed discussions with interested parties 
about whai changes to the law might < 
be necessary to promote better man- 
agement of SSSlsand -increase pro- « 
tection for 
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Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONT LIKE. 




Teachers set for clash with ministers 
over inflation-busting pay claim 


When you have a problem, it's die 
most natural thing m the world to want 
o taBt rt through with s om eone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: who's the best person 
to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a dose 
friend. But let’s face it we don't always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of ace. diplomacy and 
docredon. TeU one person, and you may 
end up tiffing the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
to oik to s omeone in your (amity. Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you on. 
great But sometimes we don’t wane to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to dheuss- 

Thac's where The Samaritans can be 
useful. VWsVe more discreet than your 
best mate, well listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and weir* as 
sympathetic as your family. We're also 
non-judgemental. unshockable, and 
extremefy experienced. 

Our national numbo- is 0345 90 90 90. 

and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samarltans.org or visit our 
homepage at www.sairBritans.org. 
We’re available 24 hours a day, every 
day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 
kind of problem. Mg or small, is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we're 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

The Samaritans 


Teaching unions say that 
without a substantial 
salary rise there is no 
hope of resolving the 
recruitment crisis. 

But ministers, already 
under similar pressure 
from nurses and 
headteachers, are calling 
for restraint. Lucy Ward 
reports. 

The significant gap between 
teachers' demands for higher 
pay and government insistence 
on moderation became dear 
yesterday as both sides pub- 
lished evidence to the profes- 
sion's pay review body. 

In a joint submission to the 
School Tfeacbers* Review Body, 
three of the main teaching 
unions called for a substantial 
increase “significantly above 
that required merely to keep 
pace with inflation and average 
earnings increases". 

Without such a rise, which 
would need to be folly funded 
by the Government, there 
would be no hope of resolving 
the growing crisis in teacher re- 
cruitment, the unions said. 

The National Association of 
Head Teachers issued the same 
warning last week when it sub- 



Applications for primary 
teacher training have fallen by 
11 per cent this year compared 
with last, despite an increase of l 
almost 8 per cent in total uni- ') 
versity applications. Recruit- 
ment to secondary teacher 
training was below target for the 
third year running in 1996-7. 

Applications for postgrad- 
uate certificate of education 
courses starting this month 
were al» down by around 2 per 
cent compared with last year. 

Potential recruits are being 
lured elsewhere by higher 


David Blunketc Calling for a 'moderate* increase 


mitted a claim for a 10 per cent 
increase. 

David BUmkett, Secretary of 
State for Education and Em- 
ployment, however, called on 
the pay review body to recom- 
mend a “moderate overall. in- 
crease” in line with other 
public-sector staff and “within 
the overall requirement for 
pay restraint". He said it was 
“untrue and unhelpful" to de- 
scribe the recommendation as 
a pay freeze - a charge levelled 
by union leaders. 

Mr Blunkett said parents 


would wish the Government to 
“get the balance right" in di- 
viding an extra £lbn won for ed- 
ucation in the summer budget 
between pay and other needs 
such as books and equipment 
The crisis in teacher supply 
has developed despite warnings 
to the previous government 
and the review body, according 
to the submission by the Na- 
tional Association of School- 
masters/Union of Women 
Tfeachers, the National Union 
of Ibachers and the Profes- 
sional Association of Ibacheis. 


ing salaries, unions say. Mean- 
while, the age profile of the 
profession is worsening. Latest 
figures show that among teach- 
ers in 1995 fewer than one in 
ten men and one in five women 
were under 30. 

The unions’ submission also 

calls for a change to teachers' 
conditions of service to ensure 
staff are no longer required to 
teach classes of over 30 pupfls. 
But the issue has caused a rift 
with the Association oTfeach- 
eis and Lecturers', which has 
submitted a separate pay daim. 
The AJL shares concerns over 
pay but believes ministers, who 
are committed to reducing class 
sizes over time, are unlikely to 
band teachers the right to walk 
out if numbers grow too high. 


Man charged with New breast cancer Stephen Lawrence 
murdering Rachel detector launched hearing to be open 


A man charged with murdering Rachel 
Barradougb, 18, was remanded in cusiody 
for a week when he appeared before West 
Yorkshire magistrates yesterday. 

Stephen Hughes, 46 - the father of 
Rachel's boyfriend, Karl -of Wakefield, 
was charged with murdering Rachel on 
waste ground near Wakefield between 4 
and 7 September. No application for bail 
was made. ’ 

The body of the student, who lived 
with her parents in Bradford, was found 
13 days ago with multiple stab wounds. 
Rachel lived with bee parents, Malcolm, 
54, and Hilary, 39, in Bankfoou Bradford. 
She had an elder brother, Paul, and el- 
der sister, Jane. 


A pioneering new technique~which can 
detect breast cancer tumours that might 
otherwise be missed was launched yes- 
terday at a London hospitaL 

The treatment, called a scintimam- 
mography, uses a radioactive tracer in- 
jected into the body to highlight any 
cancers in the breast which can then be 
identified on a scan. Doctors win use the 
technique if there is any doubt that can- 
cerous cells may have gone undetected 
by a mammogram scan or other tests. 

The Royal Free Hospital in Hamp- 
stead London, which helped pioneer the 
technique, is the first in the country to of- 
fer it to patients. About 30 hospitals 
should be using jt in the next two mentis. 


Members of the public will be allowed 
to attend the preliminary hearing for the 
inquiry into the murder of the black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence, who was 
stabbed to death at a bus stop in south 
London. 

The hearing will take {dace at 1030am 
On Wednesday 8 October and will be held 
by former High Court judge Sir William 
Macpherson of Quny at Woolwich 
Public Hall, Woolwich, south-east 
London. 

The purpose of the hearing is to ex- 
plain the procedures of the inquiry ami 
to consider whether legal representation 
at the inquiry should be publidy 
funded. 
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SUPERMARKET WINE 
MERCHANT OF THE YEAR 


Last week Waitrose was voted 
Supermarket Wine Merchant of the 
Year and collected 135 awards, 
including Red Wine of the Year for 
our £5.75 Cosme Palado Rioja 1995. 

Why not visit your local Waitrose 
and judge our range and value for 
yourself? Or call Waitrose Wine 
Direct and order a case of our 
award winning wines for delivery 
straight to your door. 

WAITROSE 
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Opera drama 
as director 
of ENO 

leaves post 


Dennis Marks has 
resigned as head of the 
English National Opera. 
The sudden decision has 
taken the world of opera 
by surprise. David Lister 
looks at what might lie 
behind the decision to 
quit the troubled 
institution. 

The decision by Dennis Marks 
to leave his position as gener- 
al director of the English Na- 
tional Opera marks the end of 
a four-year period which has 
seen the company constantly 
criticised and failing to match 
the reputation it gained in the 
Eighties. 

Most particularly, it reflects 
Lhe failure of Mr Marks to 
achieve his dream of moving the 
company from its home at the 
London Coliseum into a new 
purpose-built theatre. 

The ENO has applied for 
lottery money to move into a 
new home, but the plan has 


been attacked by former arts 
minister David Mellor and by 
members of the ENO’s own au- 
dience. Though renovations 
are needed to the Coliseum, 
many believe its location on the 
edge of Trafalgar Square and a 
main line station is ideal. 

The ENO board met earli- 
er this week and the proposed 
move was discussed. According 
to one source, the board was be- 
ginning to have doubts about 
the proposed relocation, and 
this may have hastened Mr 
Marks's decision to leave the 
company and concentrate on 
projects in film and television. 
He was at the BBC before 
joining ENO. 

The board was also said to 
be unhappy that the company 
had not yet received Arts 
Council “stabilisation fund- 
ing” from the lottery, and to 
have felt that concentration on 
moving location may have led 
to this. 

There has also been criticism 
that the company failed to pro- 
ject itself sufficiently as “the 
people’s opera” at a time when 



the Government was admon- 
ishing the Royal Opera for not 
fiilffilmg that role. 

Paul Daniel, who joined the 
company as music director 
from Opera North only last 


month, will take over the artis- 
tic leadership of the company 
until a replacement is found. 

Leading contendere for the 
job are likely to include Patrick 
Deuchar, who recently resigned 


his position as chief executive 
of the Royal Albert Hall after 
a successful period there, and 
Nicholas Snowman, bead of the 
South Bank Centre, who this 
week was disappointed to learn 


that the Arts Council had de- 
ferred his lottery bid for a re- 
development of the Centre. 
Paul Daniel may also be con- 
sidered. 

Dennis Marks said yester- 


day: “It has been a privilege and 
an inspiration to be part of Eng- 
lish National Opera for the past 
four years. I leave behind 500 
colleagues whose dedication 
and talent is unsurpassed in the 


operatic world. With Paul 
Daniel now at the artistic helm, 
they can every confidence that 
ENO’s special contribution to 
the natiofl's artistic life will grow 
and flourish." ' 
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Film director’s lost 
musical is found 




A “lost” film from one of the 
great directors of British dne- 
ma has been uncovered and is 
to be screened for tbefirst time 
in 65 years, it was announced ' 
yesterday. ‘ 

His Lordship, fry Michael 
Powell, ddtes from 1932 and 
was’ unearthedin Cheshire tijr; 
a private collector who initial- 
ly thought he had awe 0-known 
movie. It was Powell’s eighth 
film, made when he was an un- 
known director. But be went on 
to malre7he/?erfStoesinl948, • 
and to collaborate with Emer- 
ic Pressb urger. 

His Lordship is a musical 
comedy with a complex plot fea- 
turing a Cockney plumber who 
is also a peer, and a couple of 
conmen. It is regarded as one 
of the better "‘quota quickies” 
produced at that time to satis- 
fy the production requirements 
imposed on studios by the 


1928 Cinematograph Fflrn Act. 

It will be shown on 22 Novem- 
ber at the British Film Insti- 
tute’s theatre at South Bank 
during the annual LpndonFIlm 
Testivm. 

, Ifen/pic^ by 

MichaC^ PO^ell .‘Pictures are , 
.^li ii^&Ounted for,but it Is 
feared tliat iey may be lost for- , 
ever as they were made on un- 
stable film which decayed 
rapidly. Powell, regarded as 
an influential directorjiied in 
1990. - 

The film His Lordship was 
found by a team from the BFTs 
archive unit, which said it was 
a lucky find. An archivist from 
the institute, Anne Fleming, 
said: “It is unlikely more than 
a handful of these films will i 
resurface so when the archive at .- .L. 
is lucky enough to come across " 

a lost orphan of cinema it is 
cause for celebration.” 
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Ayres quits Royal Academy 


A second member of the Roy- 
al Academy, the eminent and 
celebrated abstract painter 
Gillian Ayres, has resigned in 
protest against the “Sensation” 
exhibition and the painting of 
moors murderer, Myra Hind- 
ley .Her resignation follows that 
of -sculptor Michael Sandle, 
who resigned in protest at the 
way the institution was being 
run. 

The Royal Academy yes- 
terday confirmed that Ms 
Ayres, 67, bad resigned, but said 
it stQl intended to put the dam- 
aged Hindley painting back up 


in the exhibition, despite the 
controversy it had caused and 
the two acts of vandalism 
against it on Thursday. 

However, damage to the 
Hindley portrait is much more 
extensive than was first thought. 
Royal Academy officials said 
A team of specialist conserva- 
tors, fear that restoration of the 
portrait could be a problem. 

Despite the damage, the 
portrait of Hindley is stiQ dear- 
ly in full view to members of the 
public in a cordoned-off section 
of the gallery. 

David Lister 
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Jeno 
Jando at 
work, 
rest and 
play, 
where 
else but 
behind a 
keyboard? 
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)f's lost 
Dund 


Mozart, Beethoven, Bartok, 
Haydn... You name it, 

Jeno Jando’s got it taped. 
Michael Church meets the world's 
busiest pianist - where else but 
in the recording studio? 


Jeno Jando, pronounced with two soft 
Js. Rings a beD? No? No list of the 
world’s leading pianists - the 10 best,- 
the twenty best, pick your number - 
ever does include the name, yet this 
45-year-old Hungarian is without 
doubt the roost prolific recording 
pianist alive, and by far the most 
widely sold. 

But he’s a “budget” pianist, churn- 
ing out the goods which Naxos flogs for 
a fiver in Britain, 10 marks in Germany, 
10 dollars in Australia - whatever the 
value of the lowest local note. Budget ' 
musicians carry no cachet: that's why 
you may not have beard of him. And 
if he's spreading himself around so 
much - across a repertoire ranging from 
Haydn and Beethoven via Grieg and 
Mussorgsky to Chopin, Schumann and 
Liszt - can he really be any good? 

Listen a: random and see. You may 
conclude that his late Beethoven 
doesn’t bold a candle to Allred Bree- 
ders, and that Shura Cherkassky ex- 
tracted a magic from Schumann’s 
Kreisleriana that totally evades the 
heavier-handed Jando. You may pre- 
fer young Yevgeny Kissin’s Haydn, or 
Liszt s spell as cast by the brilliant Boris 
Berezovsky. But listen on, and you 
realise something else. Nothing from 
Jando jars. It's all decent stuff, and 
sometimes more than that. His Schu- 
mann Cammed turns its cartwheels 
with absolute sureness; his playing of 


Tve started, so I'll finish 9 : the true 
confessions of a serial recording star 


Rachmaninov concertos has a dean, 
lyrical strength; his trademark is a mus- 
cular darity, devoid of affectation. Per- 
haps promiscuity and promise are 
compatible after all 

How did Jan do's enthronement as 
Naxos's resident virtuoso come about? 
“By accident,” says the budget label’s 
German founder, Klaus Heymann, 
speaking tom his eyrie in Hong Kong. 
“Jeno Jando was just one of the Hun- 
garotoa artists we were distributing in 
the Pacific, and we told the company 
we needed someone to record the three 
most popular Beethoven sonatas for 
our first Naxos disc. And they recom- 
mended him. When it was done, I sat 
down with my wife [the Japanese vio- 
linist, and Naxos recording star, 
Thkako Nishizald] and listened, and we 
realised it was wonderful playing. So 
we faxed Hungarolon back, saying, 
'Could he do the lot?’” 

Ten years and 100 CDs later, Jan- 
do still sounds bemused “At the be- 
ginning I just recorded - 1 didn’t even 
know which company it was for. It be- 
came continuous, first die complete 
Beethoven sonatas, then the complete 
Mozart concertos, then the Haydn 
sonatas, then the Bartok concertos, 
then Bach’s Well-tempered Clavier. 
I'm now in the middle of die complete 
Schubert" He makes scaling these 
musical peaks sound as routine as a 
jog round the park, and be’staDring 
in mid-recording session {well, where 
else would he be?). 

The job in hand is Beethoven’s 


Triple Concerto, which he’s commit- 
ting to disc with the aid of violinist 
Dong-Suk Kang and cellist Maria 
Kliegel, two more veterans tom the 
Naxos stable. The conductor Bela Dra- 
kes and hzs orchestra, the Nicolaus Es- 
teriiazy Sinfonia, exist to record for 
Naxos, and Budapest’s Italian Institute 
is now used for little else. Musical pro- 
duction lines don't often come as neaL 

The only sign of stress is the ubiq- 
uitous lighting-up of Mariboros, when- 
ever a halt is called Jando chain- 
smokes with the best of them, but Tve 
seldom seen such a cool operator. No 
matter bow often a re-take is de- 
manded, the elegance of his playing 
never falters; there's no petulance, no 
outraged vanity, just a patient, quizzi- 
cal smile, and every so often during 
pauses a bit of out-of-key downing, to 
raise a laugh among the violins. He’s 
the class joker, as well as the star. 

But that's just the point, he isn’t a 
star. Heymann had told me that Jan- 
do “didn't lend himself" to the sort of 
hype oo which every pianist in the in- 
ternational circus willingly or unwill- 
ingly rides. There’s oo flamboyance in 
his approach to the keyboard: his only 
quirk is an unconscious clacking of his 
tongue against bis teeth, \ritkh his pro- 
ducer neutralises by interposing an un- 
lit cigarette. There’s nothing flashy 
about his off-stage persona, nothing 
commercially exploitable. He simply 
lives to play. TWo years ago he devel- 
oped a tumour in the palm of his right 
hand; during the three weeks after the 


operation, he learnt and performed 
Ravel's Piano Concerto in D, which 
is played with the left hand only. 

J'd been told he bates giving in- 
terviews, and that his last was three 
years ago. When prompted, he sketch- 
es out his trajectory with brisk mod- 
esty: musical parents, normal 
childhood, reluctance to practise 
(“merely" four or five hours a day 
when he was a teenager - we West- 
erners know nothing about hard 
work). “I count my career as starting 
when I won third prize in the 
Beethoven competition, when 1 was 
18." He apologises for his English, 
which is slow and awkward. 

He studied in Budapest in the 
shadow of Andras Schiff, and level- 
pegged with two other pianists - Zoltan 
Kbcsis and Dezso Ranki -who both got 
off to smart careers whfle he was left 
on the starting-blocks. Wby did they 
start faster than him? “The state chose 
them to represent Hungary abroad." 

Wby did it not choose him as well? 
“Perhaps because I was not from 
Budapest, but from the countryside." 

This, I’m told later by his produc- 
er, is a characteristically diplomatic 
reply: the truth was that he didn’t ofl 
up to party politicians. When he did 
get started, it was as a recitalist in the 
Hungarian provinces. “It was pleasant, 
because the state supported musical 
fife- though I don’t want to imply that 
the Communist era was a good one." 

Music in Hungary now is in a des- 
perate plight, with the best teachers 


and students haemorrhaging to the 
West, but Jando remains optimistic: 
“Somehow our musical life still works. 
There are jus! loo many pianists." He’s 
still in regular touch with both Kocsis 
and Ranki, “but we're now so differ- 
ent that we are no longer a threat to 
each other”. 

He superciliously always carries a 
score with him, but never consults it 
when playing: he has a formidable 
memory. Far pleasure, he listens to the 
great departed - conductors like Klem- 
perer and FurtwangJer. pianists like 
Horowitz. Schnabel and Richter. And 
no. he isn’t dismayed by comparisons: 
“I have my own approach to the mas- 
terworks." Is there anything he can’t 
do technically? “Thanks be to God, 
apart from a relatively small stretch. I 
can do almost anything 1 want." 

He wants to re-record some of the 
Beethoven sonatas - "I have more ma- 
turity now" - and Naxos will not stand 
in his way. He plays for a flat fee each 
time - no royalties - but that’s all right 
.by him. 1 leave him mulling over 
whether he will record some Liszt for 
a Japanese producer later in the day. 
He may, but then again he may not. 
It depends on the money. He isn't 
bothered either way. 

He's shortly due to record Mozart’s 
four-hand piano music with one of his 
conservatoire students, and he also 
records with his mezzo-soprano wife. 
“Tm so happy to have this amazing op- 
portunity, to record everything that 1 
love." Budget schmudget: this is a man 
in heaven. 

Jeno Jando 's bestsellers : Mozart Con- 
certos Nos 12. 14 A 21 ( Naxos 8550202 J, 
Beethoven Sonatas Nos 14. 21 & 23 
(8550294). Bis latest release is Liszt’s 
Transcendental Studies (8.553119) 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 

A messy business, this thing 
called life 
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Everything leaks. We ourselves 
begin life leaking out of every 
available orifice, and we cany 
on leaking all the way to the 
grave (even there, we don’t 
slop for a while). Our control 
may improve for a while in the 
middle, but we can’t ever hope 
to stop the leaking altogether. . 
The knowledge of life’s leaki- 
ness is the basis of most force: 
the protagonists have a secret 
to keep, but false moustaches 
fall off, cupboard doors won’t 
stay shut, lavatories won’t flush, 
careless words are dropped, 
and bit by bit secrets trickle out, 
respectability dribbles away. 

Joe Orion's Loot (Radio 3, 
Sunday) is a classic example of 
the form, with its complex 
machinations involving stolen 
money, an embalmed corpse 
with Joose-firting artificial eyes, 
a bank robber who is constitu- 
tionally incapable of lying, and 
a thinly disguised policeman. 
Orton’s innovation is that the 
parties with the secret to keep 
are thorough-going criminals 
rather than put-upun bour- 
geois; the audience is invited to 
sympathise with Hal and Den- 
nis’s straightforward criminal- 
ity rather than with the cringing 
Catholic respectability of Hal’s 
father, or the state-sponsored vi- 
ciousness of Inspector Thrsoott, 

Lindsay Posner’s produc- 
tion. broadcast to mark the 

30th anniversary of Orion's 
death, was a remarkably effec- 
tive piece of farce - the swift 
pace and comic impact sug* 
gesting that radio need not be 
afraid of visual humour, only of 
humour that’s been insuffi- 
ciently visualised- And the fine 
performances, particularly 
Debra Gillctt as the briskly ef- 
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fident serial murderer Nurse 
McMahon and Timothy Spall as 
Thiscott, emphasised Orion’s 
individual ear for language - the 
deliberately Wildeau paradox- 
es (why won’t Hal attend his 
mother's funeral? “It would 
upset roe” - “That is what fu- 
nerals are meant to do"), the 
cadences of rigidly pious grief, 
the occasional obtrusive adjec- 
tive (Hal describes his partner 
as “a very luxurious type of lad"), 
the baroque banality of sexual 
fantasy (Hal's list of the various 
sizes and nationalities of the 
“birds” in the perfect brothel). 

All in all. Loot emerged as an 
e ngag in g ly watertight piece of 
comic craftsmanship. It didn't 
come across as a critique of 
society, even as possessing a con- 
sistent moral viewpoint, and in 
another 30 years, when the 
Swinging Sixties have become as 
irrelevant as the Naughty 
Nineties or the Jazz Age, rate 
suspects it will look pretty 
arthritic. But, for the moment, 
it’s looking spry enough. 

More leakage in the first pro- 
gramme of NotJu# a Pretty Rice 
(Radio 4. Thursday), a new 
series about the Miss America 
pageant: this time, the way that 
childhood leaks into our adult 
lives, how we foil to contain 
pain. Jean Snedegar told the 
story of Marilyn Van Derbur, 
Miss America 195a who went 
on to become one of America's 
most highly regarded public 
speakers. But, as always, the 
American dreatn has. its dark 
underbelly: in this rase, the 
revelation that Marilyn had 
been raped by her father regu- 
larly from the age of five. 

This Is a powerful piece of 
irony but. in the end, that 
single irony was all the pro- 
gramme had to offer. Marilyn s 
account of her traumas had 
been rehearsed to blank per- 
fection. Whether this was a 
symptom of America s cul- 
ture of self-revelation, or a 
technique for coping with the 
awfulness of her fife, the effect 
was to reduce her story to a 
tnvi&Uv shocking anecdote. 



THE EXHIBITION 

Sensation 


The RAs hang of Young British Artists 
from the Saatchi Collection includes 
Rachel Whiteread’s Ghost, plus works by 
(no surprise) Damien Hirst, Richard 
Patterson (above\ and Marcus Harvey's 
Myra, a giant reproduction of the police 
mugs hoi of Hindi ey composed of child's 
handprints, which has been temporarily 
removed after damage by visitors. 

Royal Academy, London W1 (0171-439 
7438) until 28 Dec. 


Tbm Lubbock shook his head at empty 
provocation: “The works acquire an 
aspect of stupidity. AD. they can do is point. 
They stand wide-eyed before their 
perception that the world is full of threat- 
ening anxieties.” ‘The uneven quality of 
his collection is cruelly exposed ... the 
installation does this art no favours,” 
asserted the Telegraph. “A welcome sign 
that the RA has belatedly derided to alone 
for its disgraceful, antiquated intolerance 
in the past," cheered The Tones. “The tide 

of filth ... predictable, distasteful 
offerings of the new establishment," 
expostulated the Mail. “Saatchi's 
assemblage of freaks, frauds and feeble 
failures makes the sane man sick,” snarled 
the Standard. “No one is being forced to 
see these works. But for those with an 
interest jn British art over the past 
decade, ‘Sensation’ is essential viewing." 
approved The Guardian . 


Scandal or no, apart from 
good work by Marc Quinn, 
Rachel Whiteread, and 
Tracey Emin, the rest is 
all gong and bo dinner , 


THE FILM 

Career Girts 


The first film written and directed by 
Mike Leigh since his international 
success Secrets and Lies stars Kalrin 
Cartlidge and Lynda Steadman as two 
present-day businesswomen who, in 
flashback, remember their scuzzy stu- 
dent days almost a decade ago. With 
Mark Benton, Kate Byers, Andy Serkis 
and Joe Tucker. 

Cert 15 89 mins, on selected release 
nationwide. 


Adam Mars-Jones saw flaws: “acting ex- 
ercises not acts of insights” but “Leigh 
has yet to make a film without winning 
moments.” “Not vintage Leigh, but even 
his worst is better than most British film- 
makers’ best ... Precise, mischievous, 
almost forensic," declared the FT. “By 
the end of this wayward yet touching 
film, Leigh’s caricatures have become 
living people," admired The Times. 
“Piquantly formed ... There’s truth 
here; affection too and a load of 
humour." smiled rbe Standard. “A 
caricaturist who loves his characters, and 
who can make us love them too." 
gloried The Guardian. “Leigh’s impro- 
visation style triumphed in Scents and 
Lies, but backfires here," sniffed The 
Mirror. “Leigh is at a loss to develop this 
situation ... This thin, disappointing 
film,” winced Time Out. “It all seems a 
bit ‘So what’” shrugged The Express. 


Closer in style and spirit 
to Leigh’s eariier films 
than the slightly atypical 
Secrets and Lies. 


it 


THE PLAY 

Othello 


David Harewood becomes the first 
black actor at the National to play the 
title role in Shakespeare's tragedy of jeal- 
ousy and hate. Anthony Wml designs 
and Sam Mendes directs a small-scale 
production set around the 1930s with 
Simon Russell Beale as lago. Claire 
Skinner as Desdemona and Colin Tier- 
ney as Cassio. 

In rep the Cottesloe, National Theatn\ 
London SE1 (0171-928 2252) 


Paul Taylor had misgivings but enjoyed 
a staging of "lovely economy" crowned 
by “Russell Beale's extraordinary, com- 
pelling lago"- “Harewood has grandeur, 
humour, ardour, anguish and his nobil- 
ity of voice and physique form an ideal 
contrast to Beale's gnarled ugliness," ap- 
plauded the FT. “Gear, direct, full of 
closely observed detail ... JHarewood’s] 
anger is, however, awesome, his distress 
harrowing." revelled the Telegraph. 
“Mendcs’s thrilling production ... Psy- 
chological imprisonment is further re- 
inforced by Paul Pyant’s lighting." gulped 
The Tones. “A first-rate Othello in David 
Harewood ... Mendes. like Trevor Nunn 
before him, strengthens the tragedy by 
allowing it to grow out of an accumula- 
tion of domestic detail" announced 
The Guardian. “Should be refilled lago 
. . . Too mawkish, too long and badly lit," 
frowned the Mail. 


Unden iably compelling, but 
heavily indebted to Nunn's 
pulse-quickening 1 989 pro- 
duction. Warning: Don't sit 
on the sides or you’ll miss 
half the play. 


it 




A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 

The comedian Arnold Brown had a nice ad lib when peo- 
ple coughed in his Edinburgh Festival shows. “That’s a bad 
cough." he would muse, “what's a good cough?", which led 
on to a quasi-linguist ic debate. There is, they would have us 
believe, no such thing as a good cough at a classical music 
concert. This week Radio 5 announced it would be hand- 
ing out cough sweets, with waxed, silent wrappers, at its live 
recordings, to silence the cough ere. 

This is a retrograde step. One of the aesthetic pleasures 
of attending a classical music concert is coughing between 
the movements, and glaring at those novice conccn-goere 
who applaud instead. A light clearing of the throat for 
early music, a heartfelt splutter For the romanticism of Brahms, 
a rasping hack for the drama of Beethoven. 

So why the assault in every national newspaper on the 
aficionados of concert-going whose coughs emanate from 
years of musical study? The answer could be that Radio 3 
has employed a marketing agency, Amadeus, to raise its pro- 
file. The coverage this week was ostensibly about Radio 3's 
alarm over coughing, but it also served 10 remind the na- 
tion that Radio 3 made live recordings at concerts around 
the country. A clever piece of classical music spin -doctoring. 
But J, For one, shall cough on regardless, and impress my 
neighbours with my musical expert iso. 
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Stars are so expensive these days, hut who needs 'em when 
your local MP is an actor manque. Yesterday a new acting 
discovery was being filmed for a video cameo, playing a news- 
reader - originally played hv astronomer Patrick Moore - 
in the stage revival of Return to the Forbidden Planet. Rib 
Carlton's rock *n‘ roll send-up of The Tempest , The revival 
at the New Victoria Theatre. Stoke, will mark the first lime 
an arts minister has not just supported his portfolio, but 
nabbed a starring role in it. 

Mark Fisher, arts minister, is undeterred by the sporadic 
boos when he made a speech from the stage at the Glastonbuiy 
Festival. A method actor. Mr Fisher has apparently been study- 
ing TIN'S Trevor McDonald, and if he manages to mix Mc- 
Donald and Moore, he should give a performance worth 
walking lo Stoke for, particularly with such couplets as: 

"Confused? Amazed? Now gentles please take heart 

For wv will now commence the second part." 

But there is one snag. Is Mr Fisher, a staunch supporter 
of trade union rights, a member of Equity? Or will he attract 
the pickets on opening night? 

Who is this arrogant spendthrift referred to in the new vol- 
ume of memoirs from Sir Denis Forman, former chairman 
and MD of Granada Television. He describes “the moon- 
like smile stretching from ear lo ear beneath a pair of huge 
circular spectacles... He reminded me." writes Sir Denis, 
“of the wartime graffiti character Chad whom one would en- 
counter peering over walls or round corners asking, ‘Wot. 
No TeaT " The chap with the moonlike smile apparently got 
from Sir Denis money to subsidise a group of actors for three 
months to develop “the comedy show to end all comedy 
shows”. After three months he asked for and got more mon- 
ey, but produced nothing. Sir Denis concludes: “As I see him 
reorganising the BBC today with much the same degree of 
confidence and much larger suras of money, 1 hope the end 
result will be better... 

“John {Bin] had no talent for the management of people, 
which in the end is the son of management that matters most." 

You may not believe it but. . . classical concert promoter Ray- 
mond Gubbay really was in a Uixi from Dublin airport to the 
city concen hall fora performance of Vivaldi’s The Four Sea- 
sons. The driver was unusually enthusiastic. He knew The 
Four Seasons was being performed, and said he had heard 
tickets were selling well. “Wonderful stuff." he sighed, “but 
a pity that Frankie Valli left them." 
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global company, 
pity about the 
global travel bill* 

solution 


Ever noticed . how a supposedly simple 
business trip can quickly turn into 
a crippling spendfest? With a simple 
solution from IBM, you can actually 
shrink your communication and 
administrative costs even at a time 
when growth is your primary concern. 

The bigger you flet,-the smarter.. 
you-ha«e to be— 

When you do business globally, all 
those planes, hotels, conference calls 
and couriers add up faster than a 
Tokyo taximeter. But for a lot of the 
everyday stuff, you coufd easily replace 
setting-up-a-meeting in Indonesia with 
setting-up-a-meeting on the Internet. 

Or on your company's own intranet, 
a private secure network. Based on, 
Lotus Notes and Lotus Domino, it lets you 
share documents, expertise or opinions 
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anywhere in the world as easily as 
sharing them in the same room. Even a 
full-blown presentation, in real time, with, 
selected clients and colleagues, aiike; 

Less globetrotting, more profit. 

With IBM, you can take advantage of 
new tools that facilitate a constant.flow 
of information, sharing of ideas and 
better, faster decisions. Can you imagine 
how much more effective, and cost- 
effective, your company could be? Why 
not visit us on_www.ibminfo.com/nc/uk8 
or call us on 0800 675 675 (quoting IND2) 
for details. Wefci.be happy to accompany 
you on your journey to greater profitability. 
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Never mind the 
job, some of us 
want a life 


This week a senior record 
company executive made legaJ 
' history by winning £9,000 
compensation for being dismissed 
after he rejected a move that 
would have separated him from 
his wife and baby daughter. 

Jack O'Suffivnn finds that the 
decision is the sympton of a 
growing trend towards employees 
demanding that their bosses 
become more family-friendly. 

When James Whyte was told that he would 
have to spend 75 per cent of his working 
time abroad, he had, in his mind, little 
choice about the 
right thing to do. Mr 
Whyte, 32. a £40,000- 
a-year record com- 
pany executive, told 
his boss at EMI that 
he could not accept 
the change. He had a 
one-year -old daugh- 
ter, Emma, and his 
family had to come 
first. With EMI un- 
willing to budge, Mr 
Whyte threatened to 
resign and, to his sur- 
prise, found hims elf 
out of a job. 

“I was going to 
miss ray lovely BMW 
3-series coup£, the 
£300-a-year private 
health insurance and 
free CDs every 
monlh,” said Mr 
Whyte. “I felt terri- 
fied, suddenly I had 
no money and a 
young family to feed 
But if 1 didn’t do it, I 
would never have 
seen my daughter 
starting to crawl, 
walk and recognise 
me as daddy." 

It is a familiar story, though more usu- 
ally it is women who make the hard 
choke. Coming back horn maternity leave, 


they frequently encounter a rigid work cul- 
ture that is incompatible with spending 
time with their children. So they leave. 

This week, however, an important 
battle in the war to balance home and work 
was won, thanks to Mr Whyte. An indus- 
trial tribunal awarded him more than 
£9,000 for constructive dismissal. The tri- 
bunal concluded that EMI had made un- 
reasonable demands upon Mr Whyte, 
who had already agreed to spend 40 per 
cent of his time working away from home. 

This case, however, is just one ago of 
the family crises caused by the demands 
of work, particularly on dual-income 
couples. The fundamental problem is sus- 
taining relationships,” says Penny De 
Vklk, manager of Work/Life Directions, a 
consultancy which advises businesses on 
more f amity friendly 
policies. 

“Travelling away 
from borne can cre- 
ate terrible pressures 
on marriages when 
you might be away 
for half the time.” 
One partner may be 
in a job that means 
going away for weeks 
at a Lime at short no- 
tice, shattering the 
carefully constructed 
system of nannies, 
baby-sitters and 
shared responsibili- 
ties. When that per- 
son returns home, it 
may be difficult for 
them to fit in again. 
because the home- 
based partner has 
ceased to rely on 
them and found oth- 
er ways to manage. 

Mr Whyte's wife, 
Jo, supported his 
decision, even 
though, she said, she 
was terrified when 
he came home and 
said that be would 
have no salary any more. 

T would rather that he had.tioyob at 
all," she said, “ than be travelling aiound 
the world the whole tun*. I woulcfjhever 


HOW TO STOP YOUR 1QB 
d amagTng ' FAMILY LIFE 

1. Agree how to share the load: who 
picks up the kids from school, etc. 

2. .Encourage responsibility in your 
children. 

3. Decide your priorities: perhaps that 
means giving up smoking and going out 
for dinner so you can have a cleaner. 

4. Stop being a perfectionist. 

5. Plan your time very carefully. 

6. Learn to delegate and to say no. 

7. Stop worrying that everything should 
be done your way. 

8. Overcome procrastination. 

9. Look after yourself otherwise you 
are no good to anyone. 

10. Be alert to warning signs - drink- 
ing, insomni a - and so avoid a crisis. 



James Whyte with his wife Jo. *1 would never have seen my daughter starting to crawl,’ he said National Pictures 


have seen him and neither would Emma." It is a sentiment James Whyte echoes. Survey evidence shows that Mr Whyte's 

.Concern about such problems is tun- “Seeing my daughter grow up was the most feelings reflect his generation. A recent 
rung high, particularly among profession- important thjng in my life and it was es~ Mori poll found that a quarter of male enr- 
ol groups, andit is shared equally by men sential I didn't miss it,” he said after win- pJcyees think that family life and career pro- 
andwomeri, accorc6%ioMs De^ML“ftsf 1 ■ nihg thlsweek’scasec “living in New York gression is incompatiblewith thorpoation. 
care, fat»cai salaries and flashy penthouses may sound exotic but it is not exactly One in five of all employees said they would 
are no longer enough for'ihe ybungfand exritir^afier you’ve done it for awhile, like' accept a pay cut to have more free time, 
upwardly mobile .What they realty, really . I have. Afl jroukee every day is the qffiqe foraU fiiU-time employees the right bal- 
want is to get a life." •. • and theficiteL the hotel and the office.” ‘ahee between' work and life ranked high- 


er than the challenge of their job, the qual- 
ity of iheir boss and even the opport uni- 
ty of promotion, when they were asked 
about what made them feel committed to 
their employers. 

Cary Cooper, professor of organisa- 
tional psychology at UMIST believes that 
the Whytes' generation Ls rebelling against 
what employers expea. “The average 
family has hoth partners working." he .savs. 
“so people are asking a lot of fundamen- 
. tal questions such as, does this really pro- 
duce a good quality of tile*.* There are 
people now with young families who 
worked very hard in the Eighties. These 
are the people now whom you would ex- 
pect to he career-driven. But they saw vvhai 
happened at the end of the Eighties. 
They saw people being dumped by down- 
sizing. Now. in the Nineties, they are be- 
ing asked to work the longest hours in 
Europe, and they live in a country which 
has the highest divorce rate in Europe. So 
they are looking for a different way oiJifc. 
where their values are respected. The 
Nineties Ls becoming like the flower pow- 
er era of the Sixties, but without (he 
flowers." 

The problem for these rebels is that the 
quality research showing how damaging 
working lives can be is slight. A study by 
UMIST to be published in DecemberwiU 
show’ that consistently long working hours 
arc related to pitor health. But it is hard- 
er to prove that family breakdown undpoor 
produeLivUy are caused by excessive work 
obligations. 

Some employers, however, particular- 
ly those in the IT sector, are at last intro- 
ducing family-friendly policies. Tim 
Robinson. 34. is married with two children 
under five. But he is also British chief ex- 
ecutive of Silicon Graphics, a worldwide 
computer company. "I like to finish work 
between 6 and f>.30 and get home in time 
to bathe the kids and read them a story be- 
fore bed." he says. "The company’s prin- 
ciple is that each individual has to get the 
job done, but we like to give them as much 
flexibility as possible. So in my case I'll of- 
ten work at home after the kids have gone 
to bed. People’s space is respected, whether 
that involves making time for them to go 
windsurfing, play chess or have a family." 
Perhaps there will be a job for James 
Whyte. 




Blonde, 
bouncy, 
but also 
'ballsy 

It’s not too difficult to figure out 
why the boys like Zoe Ball. 
She’s blonde, bouncy and bub- 
bly. Smash Hits magazine gave 
her its Sexiest Chick on the Box 
award. But none of these are 
why BBC has decided to slake 
the future of Radio 1 on her by 
picking her to co-present its 
breakfast programme. 

A teen magazine poll 
showed that Zoe is a girl that 
86 per cent of its readers can 
identity with, and broadcasting 
industry sources say it was that 
kind of evidence that impressed 
Radio 1 chiefs when they were 
looking for a replacement for 
Mark Raddiffe and his sidekick 
Marc "Lard” Riley, who are be- 
ing banished to the afternoon. 

“She’s the kind of girl our 
readers can relate to," says Jo 
Hawkings of Bliss. "She comes 
across as fun. She doesn’t seem 
a ted girl She’s flirty but a good 
person. She’s the kind of girl 
they think they could enjoy a 
good gossip with." 

This is not the kind of thing 
that people say about the Spice 
Girls. They may love them (the 
current issue of Smash Hits 
comes complete with a “Fred 
Inflatable Emma Doll!”) but 
they are hardly the girls next 
door. Nor do girls feel so sis- 
terly towards the loud- mouthed 
taddettes from The Giriie Shaw. 

Bui Zoe is no laddette and 
though she has been around 
long enough to be Original 
Spice she would never fit as 
such. “Zoe isn’i as tarty," sam 
one 14-year-old. If anything 
Zoe is into girlie power in the 
lowercase rather than in-your- 
foccGirf Power- If her fans can t 
be her. they would be happy to 
be her friend. 

Riurteen-yeaixdd Georgina 
Ball from Hertfordshire is no 
relation but wishes she were. 
“Fd love to be her for the day- 
I‘d like to have her hair. Her 
clothes are realty extreme, re- 



ally cool. She’s not scarey. 
She’s realty friendly She and 
her friend Annie White said 
they watch BBCl’s Live and. 
Kicking on Saturday mornings 
just to watch Zoe. 

The official line is that 
Zoe has been hired for her 
showbiz glamour. She is a ded- 
icated party girl — it has been 
said that she would attend the 
opening of an envelope if in- 
vited - and is a staple of the 
teen magazines’ celebrity pages. 
One senior radio executive 

said; “Zoe is not regarded as be- 

ing hugely talented but she is 

high profile. Essenlialtyshe’s 

Evans with a short skirt," 

This is a grown-up speak- 
ing though and it is the kind of 


thing that Zoe’s fans wouldn't 
pay attention to - and they 
know that she wouldn’t either. 
“She is not bitchy." said Sarah 
Tbmczak at Sugar magazine. 
“You never sec a catty remark 
attributed to ber. She doesn’t 
come with an attitude. She just 
seems like a nice person.” 

It is not only teenies who 
like Zoe. More magazine, 
aimed at girl/women aged be- 
tweenlS and 24, will feature 
Zoe next month as one of its fe- 
male icons of the Nineties. 
"There will be five on the cov- 
er and she is one of those who 
we have approached,” said 
Nigel May, features editor. 
Others indude women such as 
Sophie Dahl and Martine Mc- 


Why do girls identify so 
much with Zoe Ball, the 
party girl who has just 
been chosen to rescue 
early morning Radio I? 
Teen experts tell Ana 
Treneman that it’s mainly 
because she isn’t scary. 

Photograph: All Action 


Cutcbeon of EastEnders. 

So what does May think is 
so attractive about Zoe? “It’s 
not Girl Rawer so much as Girls 
with Balls. I think our readers 
enjoy her because she’s attrac- 
tive, she’s her own girl, and she 
been quoted as saying things 
like that she enjoys a drink and 
that she enjoys sex. She’s just 
a nice person and she hasn't 
trod on anyone's feel to gel to 
where she is.” 

He passes me over to his co- 
worker Deborah Joseph for 
the female viewpoint “She 
doesn't seem like she loves 
herself and that is realty im- 
portant. Our readers hate any- 
one who seems arrogant. She's 
realty stylish and she’s appeal- 
ing and feminine too." So 
would she say that Zoe was a 
Girl with Balls? “No, that 
sounds too laddish. I think 
Nigel and I wiD have to disagree 
over that. Just because she's 
successful doesn’t make her 
ballsy. I think she's feminine 
and that is part of her appeal." 

The fact that Zoe is differ- 
ent things to different people 
is part, of her magic. “It’s one 
of the reasons I think she’ll be 
realty successful." says Debo- 
rah. “Men really fancy herand 
women aren't put off by her ei- 
ther. She has a lot of appeal for 
both men and women.” 

Duncan Gray, executive 
producer of The Big Breakfast, 
thinks that Zoe is simply a 
natural. “She is totally unaf- 
fected. She has no artifice 
about her. Women want to be 
like her and men just fancy the 
pants off her. She’s not like a 
glamour bitch across the floor 
at a nightclub. She's ap- 
proachable, she’s fresh and 
she's natural." And that is what 
Radio 1 is banking on. 

Additional reporting by Fred 
Taneja. 
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The voices of Wales call for Blair the democrat to think again 
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Over the next few days Tony Blair's met- 
tle will be severely tested. H5s response will 
tell us a great deal about his political ideo- 
tity. As Labour offers its considered an- 
swer to the marginal approval by Welsh 
voters of the assembly project, we will learn 
whether Tbny Blair is a democrat Is this 
a leader prepared to attend one of democ- 
racy’s great lessons, that the decisions of 
people are messy, uncertain, not entirely 
rational but in the last analysis are the best 
decisions there are? 

Last year be lanced a boil made his par- 
ty by imposing on it a scheme for Scottish 
and Welsh referendums. He upstaged 
Labour opponents of devolution by com- 
manding the democratic hi gh ground, just 
as he has since won trick after trick from 
the lories. The rhetoric is compelling. New 
Labour, he has been promising, is a par- 
ty which has to listen to the plural voices 
of Britain and specifically to give the res- 
idents of the national entities within the 
United Kingdom another chance - after 
the Tbry era -to express a view about self- 
government. Scottish residents spoke. 
Their will is settled. Thursday's vote in 
Wales did not secure such an outcome. 

But perhaps Mr Blair's mind-set is that 
of the man in Westminster who knows 
what is best, who prefers the smooth and 
uniform scheme regardless of local di- 


versity? Scotland and Wales are different, 
just as the regions of England are huge- 
ly diverse. No single scheme can or should 

be applied. Welsh governance remains in 
play and it is time to start to think about - 
it once again. 

Tony Blair's immediate response was 
not a good augury, and that of Ron 
Davies was even mare dispiriting. Just be- 
cause the rules of the game have been fol- 
lowed does not confer legitimacy upon the 
process - that is the view of a bureaucrat 
or ideologue, surely not that of a practis- 
ing politician whose business is inclusion 
and the mobilisation of maximal agree- 
ment. The appropriate response to the ex- 
pression of opinion by the residents of 
Wales - and the fact that a fraction of them 
bothered to turn out is significant - is to 
think again about the governance of the 
principality, from top to toe. 

Rushed legislation would be a polit- 
ical mistake. It would serve to distract the 
Riflir a dminis tration from more pressing 
concerns and hand the undeserving Tbries 
a weapon and an issue. It would be a sig- 
nal that this, despite all the New Labour 
rhetoric, is a government of dogmatists. 
On May 1 the country willed a switch away 
from ministers who exulted in their in- 
flexibility; is evidence being prepared 
here that the voters were mistaken? Leg- 



islation for a Welsh assembly should pro- 
ceed on the bass that the pre-plan does 

not cany convincing support in the prin- 
cipality, and that a better-adapted and 
more convincing proposal needs to be do-, 
veloped, and put to the people of Wiles 


mom. A CL6 per cent majority is inadequate 
as a mandate for such a significant con- 
stitutional change. 

The strongest reason for thinking 
again is that this campaign has been edr 
ucationaL What ha&beea said and though 
during the past few weeks gives ready 
l»»!BBr>ns about the future governance of 
Whies. Tfoo stand out. They have to do with 
the importance of iotra-regional divi- 
sions of interest and with the problem of 
local government. 

That tire socio-economic personality of 
North Wiles is different from that of the 
Whies of the valleys is self-evident; that 
such differences needs to be recognised 
in politics «mri administration came oyer 
strongly in the campaign. Is Whies realty 
a political unity or are there intermediate 
arrangements that better recognise, the 
hugs distance, real and figurative, between 
Cwmbran andCobtyn Bay? 

What also became evident is the sus- 
picion bordering on contempt in which 
much of Welsh local government is held 


i 


by residents. Yes, the new “unitary” coun- 
cils have not yet property bedded down 
and a lot of the antagonism has to do with 
the fadings of the previous two-tier 
arrangement. But problems go deeper - 
and are located nearer to Tbny Blair than 
he might care to realise. Tbo much ctf Whkx 
is run by a party which gjves every sign of 
being an oligarchy. Jokes about the Thffia- 
are built round a kernel of truth The 
prospect of a Welsh assembly thatwouid 
be Glamorgan County Council writ large 
was found unacceptable by large numbers 
and so it sh o u l d- But unless and until the 
Labour Party itself is reformed^ the 
prospects for democratic renewal in Whies 
- at arty level - are slim. 

In Whies, like Magnus Magnusson, 
Labour having started must now finish 
The problems which inspired the debate 
about a national assembly remain to be 
r yktoH, among them the accountability of 
the Welsh appointed bodies and the 
Wbish Office. There Is a good case for rep- 
resentation of the people at a level above 
that of the locality, but below that of Wed- 
minster. But any new scheme for Welsh 
governance needs to be set before the vot- 
ers ofWfeles for their approval On the ba- 
sis of this week's vote, a precondition for 
their assent may be r ad i c al change with- 
in the Labour Party itself. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Welsh referendum 

Sin The Welsh referendum 
was intended by the Govern- 
ment to buQd on the apparent 
enthusiasm for devolution 
shown in the results of the 
May general election; infect the 
deeply underwhelming “Yes" 
result has undermined this en- 
thusiasm. 

Just 25 per cent of the Welsh 
electorate voted in favour of the 
principle of a Welsh assembly, 
with the other 75 per cent ei- 
ther voting against or abstain- 
ing. By contrast, at the general 
election, 57 per cent of the 
Welsh electorate voted Labour, 
Liberal Democrat or Welsh 
Nationalist, with these parties 
taking nearly four out of five of 
the votes actually cast. All 
these parties were committed, 
as a central part of their re- 
spective manifestos, to some 
form of devolution. 

Given that little more than 
one in three of the Welsh elec- 
torate were prepared to go out 
and vole, the referendum result 
hardly represents a convincing 
mandate to push the proposals 
through the two Houses of 
Parliament. At worst for the 
Government, the results suggest 
that there has been a total col- 
lapse in support for devolution 
and that a longer campaign 
might have led to the propos- 
al being rejected altogether. 

M C FITZPATRICK 
Head of Economics 
Chantny IM/acott 
London M'C/ 

Families still count 

Sir: Polly Toynbee's courageous 
confession (“Why my blow for 
women was bad for the poor”, 
IS September) that tax reforms 
she and others (myself includ- 
ed) supported in the 1970s and 
lUStis have had a deleterious 
effect on families is to be 
welcomed. 

But why does she go on to 
argue for die abolition of the 
married couple's allowance 
which in its nugatory form is the 
last remaining, if faint fiscal sig- 
nal emitted from the Treasury 
that families and marriage still 
count? Over two decades, Tory 
tax law targeted families and 
marriage and thus helped con- 
tribute to social atomisation. 
Further fiscal engineering un- 
dermining families and mar- 
riage is the last thing we need. 
DENIS MacSHANE MP 
(Lab, Rotherham) 

House of Commons 
London SWl 

Sin Polly Toynbee is right to ar- 
gue against importing the 
earned income tax credit 
scheme for low income families 
from the United States, and in 
favour of substantially increas- 
ing child benefit. But the rest 
of her package - going back to 
joint taxation of couples and 
taxing child benefit - would be 
moves in the wrong direction. 

To apply joint taxation to 
married couples only would 
be discriminatory. But the idea 
of the Inland Revenue admin- 
istering a cohabitation rule is a 
nightmare. It turns into an ad- 
ministrative absurdity once the 


increasing fluidity of relation- 
ships is taken into account. 

Tb point out that means- 
tested benefits are assessed on 
a family basis does not justify a 
return to joint taxation: instead, 
we should be exploring how to 
move towards individually- 
based benefits, as the European 
Co mmissio n has recently sug- 
gested. If we are worried about 
the widening gap between rich 
and poor, there are plenty of 
ways to increase redistribution 
from the better-off - whether 
married, cohabiting or single - 
without abandoning indepen- 
dent taxation. 

It would be a mistake to tax 
child benefit: it would be rather 
odd to get only families with 
children to pay for an increase 
in the one benefit specifically for 
families with children. In addi- 
tion, under joint taxation, many 
husbands could be paying tax on 
the chfid benefit received by 
their wives. The resentment 
this caused could result in calls 
for the re introduction of child 
tax allowances, paid via the 
main earner- usually the man. 
And then we really would be 
back where we started. 

FRAN BENNETT 
Oxford 

Community funds 

Sir May I echo and support the 
proposal by Michael Brophy, 
chief executive of the Charities 
Aid Foundation (Letters, 17 
September), (hat each town or 
county might have a “People's 
Trust” to mark the tragic death 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

May I also point out that a 
number of such trusts aleady ex- 
ist, in the form of local com- 
munity foundations, whose 
objectives are to harness funds 
from bo tii individuals and com- 
panies for charitable projects. 
In die case of Wiltshire Com- 
munity Foundation, which is my 
local county organisation ded- 
icated (inter alia) to supporting 
community care of the frail el- 
derly, minority groups, disad- 
vantaged young people and to 
tackling isolation, a permanent 
endowment fund is being built 
to provide an income source in 
perpetuity for the county. 
JENNIE FRANCIS 
Office Manager 
Wiltshire Community 
Foundation 
Devizes, Wiltshire 

Virgin rail feres 

Sir: We normally respect Ran- 
deep Ramesh's reporting of the 
transport industry but on this 
occasion (report. IS Septem- 
ber) he’s gone off the rails. 

The fore changes he reports 
on took place four months ago, 
soon after we'd taken over the 
ftanchise, not this week. 

We reduced fores for people 
who booked by 2pm the day be- 
forc to erccurageadvmics book- 
ings so we could guarantee them 
a seat. We have just completed 
taking on and training 300 peo- 
ple in Edmbuighlo enable them 
to do so for the price of a local 
call (telephone 0345 222 333). 
BRIAN BARRETT 
Chief Executive. Virgin Rail 
London ifS 



Targets for recycling 

Sir: Polly Toynbee (“The battle 
of incinerators is recyclers”, 15 
September) may feel the Gov- 
ernment's target of recycling 25 
per cent of household waste by 
2000 is too low. However, it is 
worth noting that if the UK 
were to reach a recycling level 
of 40 per cent over the next 10- 
20 years, comparable with the 
best results ever achieved, this 
would still leave 60 per cent of 
our waste to be dealt with, 
amounting to 12 million tnnnes 
per annum. 

Society is clearly implicated 
in this: waste is a symptom of 
a need to change our ways. 

There must be an increase in 
reuse and recycling. However, 
it will take a generation for the 
impart of any change in attitude 
to come through and the prob- 
lems of waste are with us now. 

Modem, dean incinerators 
have a part to play in a balanced 
approach to waste management. 

Incineration reduces the volume 
of waste going to landfill sites by 
80 per cent; more if the bottom 
ash produced is used in con- 
struction. It can also proride 
power generation and beating 
for local homes and businesses. 

JOHN EKINS 
Chairman Elect 
Waste Management Board 
The Institution of Civil 
Engineers 
London SW1 

Sin PbUy Toynbee says the Marcus Harvey's painting of Myra Hindley at the ‘Sensation’ exhibition 
Government must get the waste 
industry together with the bor- 
oughs to break the logjam in in- 
creasing the amount of waste 
that we recycle. I can tell her 
that this is already happening. 

The boroughs are joining 
with the waste industry to cre- 
ate a new environmental body 
called London Waste Action 
where they wifl work together 
with environmental interest 
groups, the Government and 
the people of London to eisure 
that the entire waste manage- 
ment system works to the ben- 
efit of our environment. The 
operators of landfill sites will be 
subscribing and will receive a 
tax credit for doing so. We will 
involve all those who produce 
and distribute the packaging 
that fills our waste bins as well 
as those who make a business 
by reusing it and recycling iL 

The boroughs have already 
commenced a three -year in- 
vestment programme to gear up 
their collection systems. This is 
why Potty Toynbee and other 
Londoners have received con- 
tainers from their council. Or- 
dinary Londoners are central to 
the programme because it is 
they who must separate their 
waste, purchase goods made 
from receded materials, use less 
packaging and reuse it where 
they can. 

COLIN ROBERTS 
Chief Executive 
London Waste Acdon 
London SW1 


Reuters 


Art and iconoclasm 

Sin The culture in art to shock 
and disturb by undermining 
existing values has become so 
prevalent that it Is endangering 
the fuel that feeds it (“Splash- 
ing out the day art went too 
far”, 19 September). Where will 
this movement go when all its 
references are used up. whether 
they be Myra Hindley, Jesus 
Christ, the Royal Fhmpy ot a 
sheep? 

Iconoclasm is all very well 
but it depends on someone 
else creating the icon first. We 
need to court true originality 
again so that we can build 
some new and heartening 
principles into our culture - 
otherwise we may not leave 
anything for future genera- 
tions to destroy. 

DAVID GIBBS 
London SW4 

Sir: Having just seen the “Sen- 
sation” exhibition at the Roy- 
al Academy I have emerged 
feeling manipulated and un- 
dernourished. 

The most prevalent quality 

of the show is lack of emotional 
maturity. The works over and 
over a^in reveal an obsession 
with the egoistic sell Most 
artists in the show can find no 
will to go beyond this seductive 
state. And, being stunted in 
their own development, they 
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can find no means to open the 
door to genuine inspiration 
and innovative ideas. 

CORAL GUEST 
Rushden, 

Northamptonshire 

Diet for a healthy life 

Sin According to a report by die 
We llman CUnic In London, 
men who eat red meat are 
healthier, fitter and less prone 
to exhaustion than those who 
don’t (“\feggies who can’t resist 
the pleasures of the flesh”, 15 
September). I only wish they’d 
interviewed met 

I am 38 and have been a ve- 
gan (no meat, fish or dairy 
products) for the last eight 
years; I have eaten no meat at 
all for.10 years. I run regular- 
ly (10km time: 34 minutes), 
swim regularly (5km front 
crawl time: 1 hour, 40 minutes) 
and often cycle to work (a 16- 
mile round trip that takes me 
50 minutes in total). I also do 
karate training twice a week, 
plus some general weight train- 
ing. My work is m an ual, in- 
volving lots of lifting, fetching 
and Carrying - and no ■sitting 
down. After all that, I still 
find time and eneigy for reg- 
ular nights oul 

The pallid, exhaustion- 
prone vegetarian is as much a 
stereotype as the obese, cho- 
lesterol-stuffed meat-eater. 
There are junk-foodies and 
couch potatoes on both sides. 
Whh either diet - as with much 
else in life - you only get out 
what you put ini. 

KEVIN MARMAN 
Heme Bay; Kail 


Cycle network 

Sir Your correspondence (Let- 
ters, 13 and 15 September) on 
cyclists driving to the Forest of 
Dean, in order to enjoy the ex- 
cellent trails provided by the 
Forestry Comimsrioo, demon- 
strates just how overefae (be Na- 
tional Cyde Network is. Its 
routes will enable your corre- 
spondents to cyde by safe and 
attractive ways from the centre 
of Bristol, Newport, Gloucester 
and other nearby settlements, 
hopefully enjoying the journey 
itsetfso much that some will not 
even reach the Forest! 

In the meantime, the very 
popularity of die Dean’s cycling 
routes gives us confidence that 
there isa large suppressed de- 
mand for cyding which will be 
realised as we resolve the pre- 
sent intolerable co nflic t with 
traffic.. 

JOHN GRIMSHAW 
Director, Sustrans 
Bristol 

Theory in chaos 

Sin You report (19 September) 
storms in the Bay of Biscay 
leading to the Butter of but- 
terflies* wings in eastern Eng- 
land. Is this an fenmple of 
reverse Chaos Theory? 
ALASTAIR NEWTON 
King's Lynn, Norfolk 

Design referendum 

Sin Re: Independent redesign. 
Yes, yes. 

ROSIE UFFINDELL 
Hand Hempstead. 
Hertfordshire 


First of all,' thank you. Thank 
yon to everyone who has writ- 
ten m about the new paper - to 
the enthusiasts, who seem to be 
-a hefty majority, but also to the 
complainants too. I have been 
tondied by the trouble people 
have taken to go through the 
paper carefully, often raising 
detailed questions of typo- 
graphy, design, and editorial 
philosophy when they write. 
You maybe, at times, a difficult 
bunefabut you must abo be one 

of the mort knowledgeable and 

opinionated newspaper read- 
erships in the world. 

• I shnpfy can’t write a per- 
sonal letter back to everyone 
who has commented, but there 
is a couple of specific points 
which need to be raised. 

First, readability. This con- 
fuses me. Quite a lot of you find 
the paper easier to read. But a 
minority are having trouble. 
They ask, for instance, why the 
typeface of the main stories is 
smaller. It isn't! It was 8.75-point 
Dutch Roman before, and is 
stiff But we have increased the 
“leading” - the gap between 
lines -sKghdy, to 10 points. Per- 
haps that, with the greater use 
of white space, is causing more 
glare for some readers, while 
others, with different eyesight, 
find it easier. The problem 
could be corrected by dosing up 
the leading, but that would 
make die text look a bit more 
cramped, and probably annoy 
others. Anyway, all comments 
are welcome. 

Second, the index on page 
two. That has replaced the 
“significant shorts” column, 
though the “people” and “brief- 
ing” material is still there. Some 
think die index essential, others 
would Eke the shorts returned. 
What do you think? 

Finally, marry of you have 
asked: where has the design 
come from? Is there another, 
overseas paper which is the 
model? The answer is no, 
though I have been slouching 
around international news- 
agents for many months. There 

are plenty of better-looking 
papers elsewhere, from Scand- 


inavia to America. I particularly 
like die looks ot for instance. 

La Vimguardia of Barcelona (a 
truly beautiful-looking paper). 

Die Woche from Germany, 
BrazfTs O Gtobo , and Liberation 
in France - though we’d never • 
get away with the wild, Gallic / v. 
enthusiasm of their typefaces, 
Hints and suggestions have 
come from these and other 
papers. But the new Independent 
looks nothing like any of them. 

The brief story is that it was cre- 
ated by a small huddle of us, in- 
cluding a London-based 
designer, Vince. Frost, over 
many long evenings of exper- 
iment and argument. There 
was a lot of scribbling on large 
bits of paper, tearing up and 
Sellotaping bade together again. 
Then, encouraged by the 
owners, we tested it with groups 
of readers, and refined our 
designs. I sat listening to some 
say, “it’s gorgeous, don’t lose 
your nerve”, and others who 
said, “it’s terrible, what are you 
up to?”, and tried to make 
sense of who was saying what, 
and why. As time went on, 
more and more colleagues 
came into the loop, added ideas 
and subtracted others. Col- 
leagues from other papers pe- 
riodically telephoned to 
congratulate us on our bold de- 
cision to gp tabloid and down- 
market, or to print on green 
paper, or to become a glossy 
magazine. We thanlmH diem po- 
litely and kept our counseL 
Then, finally, earlier this 
month we printed the new 
newspaper as for “live” on a 
couple of long nights, after the 
real paper had been sent to the 
print sites, and took the results 
- new, printed papers with that 
morning's news - to panels of 
genial commuters in different 
parts of the country, who 
munched their way through 
Danish pastries and told us 
what they thought. Then we 
took a deep breath and pressed 
the “go" button. Here, we are 
all ba gg y-eyed with exhaustion. 

But it was worth iL 

Andrew Marr 
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QUOTE UNQUOT E 

One n igh t I shall put myself to sleep by counting how many 
enthusiasts for Labour’s 1980s’ madness have become disci- 
ples of the 1990s* super-sanity. We are governed by the ide- 
ologically footloose - Lord Hattersley, Labour peer 
This is another slippage of sterling from the world’s most sol- 
id currency into tinpot trash - Marie Almond, lecturer in mod- 
em his^ at Odd QOege, Oxford, onthenewB^itwdght50pcoln 
Any prime minister serves the country to the very limit of his 
or her capabilities. Yet we seem to expect that work to be 
done on the cheap - Lord Hanson, business tycoon, deploring 
Tony Bfafr's rejection of a pay increase 

The point about theatre is that you go in as individuals and 
end up as a community. If you want to dissent from that you 
can t do it invisibly. In a cinema, unless you go and assault 
the projectionist, whatever you do is not going to affect the 
performance - Richard Eyre, outgoing artistic director of the 
National Theatre 

A total disgrace, a ghastly assembly of work at the level of 
student shows but twice as offensive - Ralph Brawn, senior 
Royal Academician, oniheRA exhibition ‘Sensation’ 

Ybu can spend your whole life trying to be popular but, at 
the end of the day, the size of the crowd at your fan era) will 
be largely dictated by the weather - Frank Skinner, 
comedian 
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You’re famous aren’t you? Er, what was 
your name again? 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

ON THE ART 
OF FAME 


la this week of new beginnings, it may 
be lime for an iix-texL Of course you 
know what an ur-text is-tbe original, 
unexpurgated lest, musical or literary, 
showing the author's or composer's 
work without modification, allowing 
us to translate or interpret all further 
texts. Everything is built on that 
foundation. 

If this column has an ur-text, it is 
a profound meditation on the nature 
of identity, in the work erf a little- 
recognised group of philosophers 
who sum it up thus: 

H 7 to do you think you are? 

Some kind of superstar? 

The questions which week after 
week we worry about are bound by this 
couplet, the work of Mel B, Mel G 
Geri, Victoria and Emma. Weeks of 
debate over the referendum^; millions 
of words about the British nation af- 
ter the death of the Princess: the un- 
ceasing search of the Blair Project and 
its acolytes for the New Britain; the 
backbreaking research of dozens of 
university departments - all con- 
densed into 10 words masquerading 
as a pop song. It is awesome. 

This week 1 found out that the sec- 
ond line of the rhyme has its own 
special meaning. It is in effect, no less 
than a critical meditation on the 
nature of celebrity. This is something 
f know about, f am myself at best a 
nanocelebrity - my recognition factor 
being somewhat smaller than a 
weasel’s wedding tackle, as Blackadder 
would put It. I believe that there are 
fewer than two dozen people in this 
country who are so famous that they 
genuinely need no introduction. The 
lest is whether nine out of ten of us 
can both recognise tbem and name 
them. You would probably recognise 
the Queen, but you’d miss Prince Ed- 
ward in a crowd; you’d know GBa; but, 
I promise you, you'd never know that 
Liam Gallagher wasn’t his brother. 
Tbny Blair, yes, but Michael Meach- 
erV No way. There ts an exquisite hum- 
iliation for anyone who imagines that 
appearing on TV makes you famous. 



Having been on the screens of the cap- 
ital for more than a decade, on aver- ■ 
age once a week, I have learnt this the 
hard way. A few months ago, whilst 
filming on the streets of. Hackney, t 
was apprpacbed by a young man whip • 
said how much he admired ray prcF " 
gramme. I promise that the pride Ifafr 
was not personal, but on behalf of the 
bard-working creative team that pro- 
duces the show. Ashe aimed to go he 
threw in one last query. “Ob, by the 
way, is your dad still reading tbe news, 
then?" I haven’t yet figured out a way 
to tell Trevor Macdonald that he’s ac- 
quired a new relative. 

It may be that the young man was 
taught in Hackney’s schools, and nev- 
er got round to the lesson where they 
leach the distinction between a fore- 
name and a surname; but even so, 1 
think it’s a bit hard on poor old 
Trevor to suggest that he might already 
be reaching for tbe bus pass. 

Not that he'd mind, ) suppose. 


I am myself a 
nanocelebrity, my 


being smaller than a 
v^easjel’s wedding 
tackle 


Oddly enough, tbe truly famous can 
be unusually modest; they remember 
your name, for example. As I exam- 
ined some elephant dung at the Royal 
Academy’s Sensation exhibition this 
week, i felt a tap an my shoulder. I 
turned to be greeted by The Most Fa- 
mous Living Author In The World. 
(Sony Jeffrey, I could arrange the 
fatwa if you really fancied it, but it 
would make running for Mayor of 
London very, very hard - security 

wouM.probabty soak up next year’s ad- 
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vance. It's Salman Rushdie Fm talk- 
ing about.) 

I hadn’t seen Salman for some 
years, except across a crowded room, 
so T would not have expected him to 
remember me (shouldn’t think he 
watches television a lot); more im- 
portant, 1 wouldn’t expect him to re- 
member my wife’s name. But he did 
There is a class of hugely well-or- 
ganised Americans who have your 
family history down in their address 
books, so that no business conversation 
passes without an enquiry about your 
younger daughter (“she must be nine 
now, right?”) ieavingyou bewildered 
at their powers of recall. But he 
didn't have anaide-mdmoirc, so it must 
have been genuine. Anyway, 
TMFAINTW was charm itseff. So was 
The Great Interrogator, whom I had 
not met property before, and to whom 
Td never been property introduced, yet 
who greeted me as an equal. 

Yet 10 minutes later I bounded up 


to a lesser-known scribbler who has 
from time to time been paid by TV 
companies, and whom I had tael 
briefly on a couple of occasions. I have 
never spoken more than a dozen 
words to tbe man. Yet be asked me if 
I was stQl doing the TV programme 
that he and 1 bad hosted together, on 
a channel that I have never been near, 
and then started to talk about the times 
we worked together. Gearly, the old 
adage that we blade people all look 
alike still holds for some. The chap has 
probably met only one black person 
in his life, and now imagines that we 
are all the same fellow. He may suf- 
fer from the same disease that afflicted 
the porters at my university. The son 
of Archbishop Tbtu also happens to 
be called Trevor. Being what be is, and 
what I am, we came to know each 
other well since we would regularly 
gel each other's mall. Not that the en- 
velopes said “Please give me to any 
black male answering to the name o 
Trevor”; they would clearly announce 
themselves as for “Phillips" or “Tutu’’. 
Somehow it all seemed too much. 

But the people 1 feel really sorry 
for are those whose fame has become 
an adjunct to someone or something 
else's. The name Lorraine Chase will 
probably mean little to most of us; but 
“the Luton Airport Girl” places her 
instantly. And imagine being known 
only as Margaret Thatcher’s hus- 
band. It’s not worth it really, is it? That 
is why, to return to our ur-text, the 
Spice Girb have it right. 

You’re swelling out in the wrong 
direction 

You got the bug superstaryoute been 
bitten. 

Your trumpet's blowing for far too 
long... 

Ancty'Whrboi promised feme for IS 
minutes to everyone. Oprah, Ridd 
Lake, Esther, and, God help us. 
\hnessa are doing their best to deliver. 
But be warned .You can’t be too care- 
ful with celebrity. Embrace it gingerly 
if you embrace it at all. It’s not all that 
it seems. 


All we have to do is define this spirituality and write it 
into the organisations that have lost their souls 



ANDREW 

BROWN 

ON SPIRITS 
OF THE AGE 


We shouldn’t need reminding, 
after the Iasi fortnight, that 
modem spirituality takes 
strange forms: but it Is suB a little 
shocking to find a sacred 
motorbike. This is the stoiy: a 
voung man is dying of cancer 
in an NHS hospital in York- 
shire. His pain is controlled, but 
there is nothing that can be 
done for him. as he has known 
for some time: yet still he grows 
agitated, without being 3ble to 

explain why. 

Tbm Keighley, one of the 
nurses, who later told the story, 
• decided to approach the ques- 
tion indirectly. He talked to the 
boy about what really mat- 
; tered in his life, and it turned 

J out that what he loved most of 

all were big, fast bikes- His 

room was papered with pictures 

of them, and he had even 
■i ■ bought cme before felling ill So 


chine, brought it, somehow, 
into the boy's room and when 
he died, four days later, he did . 
so with one arm across the sad- 
dle of his beloved bike. As far 
as we can know, he was happy. 

The story was told at a con- 
ference last week on spiritual- 
ity within the NHS, chaired by 
Rabbi Julia Neuberger, which 
was noteworthy for the mixture 
of confusion about spirituality 
with the certainty that- spirits 
and souls exist If caring for 
people's souls can lead nurses 
to drag ditty big motorbikes into 
a hospital ward, there is clearly 
something to be cared for; just 
as dearly it is not a soul to be 
understood in traditional Chris- 
tian terms, or those of any 
other religion. Neither was it a 
New Age thing. There was no 
particular suggestion that the 
motorcycle-riding part of the 

patient would survive his death, 
or be gifted with supernatural 

powers, only a recognition that 
an essential part of the patient 
rode bikes- To treat him, you 
would have to take that into 
account 

A fair number of chaplains 
turned up to the conference, 
but most of those present were 
medical professionals. None, so 

fer asl could tell were the fund- 
amentalist mnade-believing 
type of Christian surprisingly 

common among doctors. But all 
of these hard-headed people 
knew that souls, or spirits, are 
as difficult to be rid of as air, 
though also as hard to pm 
down. The prevailing spirit of 


captured by Julia Neuberger 
when she said: “1 don’t know 
how you define what we’re 
talking about but we sort of 
know that we can feel it" 

“If you can eff the ineffable, 
it’s not ineffable any more,” said 
Stephen Pattison. an Open 
University lecturer in Social 
"Welfare who also has an MBA 

and a dog collar as an Anglican 

priest Spirituality he saw as 
something not necessarily 
benevolent: “For a lot of people 


‘If you can eff the 
ineffable, it’s not 
ineffable any more/ 
said a delegate at the 
conference 


in the NHS at tbe moment the 
organisation is something like 
a concentration camp." For 
him, it was quite dearly a ques- 
tion of collective morale, or 
spiriL The concepts permeate 
our language. But, he said, the 
original Christian understand- 
ing of spirits was that they 
were tighfly bound to particu- 
lar places and people. They 
were not immortal nor capable 
of life independently of the 
physical things which nour- 
ished them. Tbe book of Rev- 
elation, for instance, is 
addressed to the “angels” of 


addresses, tbe angel of the 
church in Smyrna, no longer ex- 
ists, be said, since the church 
there no longer does. If this 
seems exotic and barbarous, ask 
yourself who or what exactly is 
being addressed when a polit- 
ician mlk* to the people. He is 
not simply talking to an aggre- 
gate of names in the phone 
book, which Is why it is possi- 
ble to get a comic effect by pre- 
tending that he is. 

So the moral of the meeting 
may seem simple: all we 
have to do is find some 
of this ineffable spiri- 
tuality, draw up a def- 
inition of it that is 
sufficiently broad, and 
then write that into the 
NHS, the BBC and all 
the other organisations 
that now seem to have 
lost their souls. Some 

such programme was 

proposed by Pamela 
Reed, an American academic 
who produced research to show 
that religious practice is good 
for your health. Those who pray 
live longer, those who wrestle 
with God recover better from 
depression. But what prayers? 
Which God? These are noto- 
riously questions with answers 
that are not just incompatible, 
but mutually incomprehensible 
too. 

This is true even with reli- 
gions: it is difficult to imagine 
a belief system that would even 
be spacious enough to fit in all 
the varieties of Judaism, from 
the ultra -orthodox to Julia 


four churches, not to their 

the Ngubereer. The retigjQysjmag.- 





i nation seems to be like lan- 
guage: we are all born with the 
ability to learn language in 
general but we grow up learn- 
ing parti cular languages and 
these are mutually exclusive. A 
Martian might conclude from 
this that all languages are false 
or nonsensical, just as a rabid 
atheist can conclude from the 
incompatibility of religious be- 
liefs that they are all false. But 
the Martian misunderstands 
the uses of language, and the 
atheist the uses of religion. 
None the less, there is no uni- 
versally applicable spirituality, 
any more than there is a uni- 
versal language. For a Muslim, 
spirituality involves the anni- 
hilation of tbe self in God; for 
an Orthodox Jew it is the use 
of ritual to sanctity every detail 
of ordinary life. 

Spirituality resembles lan- 
guage in another respect: it 
shapes its users. There is no 
standard human nature on to 
whidi different languages or re- 
ligions can be draped, as on a 
mannequin. The ideas we use 
help shape the world we see; 
and it, in turn, shapes us. This 
implies that spiritualities die, as 
languages do. We cannot enter 
into the thought-world of tbe 
Vikings, who believed no boat 
could be successfully launched 
except over the body of a slave. 
Nor can we believe in the 
Roman gods, though Stephen 
Pattison suggested that strate- 
gic planning m a modern cor- 
poration served much the same 
purpose of anxiety reduction as 
the R oman h a bit of slaughter- 


ing birds in times of crisis to ex- 
amine their entrails for hints 
about the future — and was 
about as reliable. We cannot 
even, most of us, get back to 
Christianity. 

For Roger Scrulon, who 
also spoke at tbe conference, 
the death of the old spiritual- 
ities is probably irreversible, at 
least among intellectuals. 
“Most people can’t think, and 
shouldn't uy to; for tbem it is 
still possible to re-enebant the 
world." But thoughtful people, 
be said, would have to try to live 
with a world from which science 
and Darwin had drained the 
possibility of lasting signif- 
icance. They might pray and 
fast, and this would be good for 
them. It would help them face 
their own deaths, but it would 
not return to them the hope of 
eternity. 

However bleak, this was not 
a vision of a world without souL 
And if spiritualities can die, like 
languages, they can also 
emerge, as languages do. Some- 
thing of tbe sort is dearly hap- 
pening now, with those 
spontaneous shrines beneath 
the trees in Kensington 
Gardens. 

No one has yet written a 
grammar of this new thing 
which could be translated into 
existing concepts. But perhaps 
that is because we all speak in 
fragments of the new language 
without codifying it. If we can 
understand the human signifi- 
cance of a motorcycle in a can- 
cer ward, rhea a new language 
really is beginning to coalesce. 


A feisty old woman 
on the ropes 


DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

ON BELL-RINGING 


Where do you stand on the 
cause cetiibrr of the week, the 
Midge Mather case? Are 
you for her, or against her? 
Or perhaps, before you de- 
cide, you would like a little 
background briefing. Very 
well then. 

At the bean of the small 
Wiltshire ^ village of Compton 
Bassett stands the 12th cen- 
tury church of St Swithin’s. 
For eight centuries, through 
pestilence and tivii war, this 
place of worship has re- 
mained inviolate and un- 
damaged. Warwick 
Kingmaker spared it. 
Cromwell passed it tty. Led 
Zeppelin held no free rock 
concerts in adjoining fields. 
And then this year, a Mrs 
Midge Mather (I imagine 
that her first name must be 
a dimin utive; few are chris- 
tened after unpleasant in- 
sects, except perhaps the 
children of enthusiastic en- 
tymologists), aged 65, of 
neighbouring Magnolia Cot- 
tage. upped and bashed in 
the 15lh century porch door 
using crow-bar. pick-axe and 
hack-saw. Once inside, the 
formidable pensioner cut 
all tbe beU-ropes. 

These, M’lud, are the 
facts, uncontested by Mrs 
Mather or the authorities, 
and which led to her con- 
viction on Thursday for 
causing criminal damage. 
Nevertheless, given a two 
year conditional discharge tty 
Chippenham magistrates, 
Mrs Mather complained so 
volubly about the outcome 
of her trial that she had to 
be taken down to the cells 
for 10 minutes to re-com- 
pose herself. 

Mrs Mather, you see, 
feels more than a title sorry 
for herself. She is a pen- 
sioner, whose peaceful life 
had been destroyed by ihe 
persistent visits of foreign 
campanologists (often com- 
ing aD the way from Oxford) 
to ring the bells of St Swith- 
in’s. Driven to distraction by 
the noise, she had warned 
the Archdeacon of Wilt- 
shire. the Ven John Smith - 
in a 55 minute phone call - 
of her settled intention to cut 
the bell-ropes. When (as 



- i. 


the hour approached) he 
terminated the conversa- 
tion with the words. “You 
must do what you must do", 
Mrs Mather told the court 
that she interpreted him ns 
giving his permisaem that she 
borrow a crowbar ami break 
into the church. 

it may well be that the 
English aversion to extra- 
neous noise of any kind has 
emboldened the rope-slicer 
of Magnolia Collage to be- 
lieve that she may enjoy 
wide support. In addition we 
arc - as a nation - famous- 
ly on the side of elderly, 
feisty ladies who lake on of- 
ficialdom and win. Many 
old women seem to plan 
their lives on the basis (hut 
society will tolerate the most 
extraordinary anti -social be- 
haviour on their parts. 

1 think that Mrs Mather 
has miscalculated. Let us 
take noise first. If most of as 
were to make an instant cal- 
culation about whether we 
would rather live next to a 
Rastafarian music collective 
or to Mrs Mather, we might 
not all choose the latter. 
When 1 was young my poor 
mother was persecuted by 
next door neighbours, who 
complained about my infant 
brother bouncing in his cot. 
some 50 feet and two rooms 
away from the party walL 
Second, it is unnecessary 
to consult the photographs 
accompanying press reports 
of Mrs Mather’s court ap- 
pearance to know she is for- 
midable. A face of obstinate 
strength is framed by a sin- 
gle string of pearls below, 
and a black hat with funny 
netting above. The arms are 
folded, the lips pursed. Mrs 
Mather may be a pensioner, 
but she is as strong as an ox. 
Midge is not a woman who 
puts up with things. And 
therefore - as a thing myself 
- it is not in my interests to 
put up with Midge. 



Will you support us? 

The Royal College of Physicians sets the standards 
and helps control the quality of medical practice in 
hospitals throughout England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 

Research plays a viol pan in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates die most effective 
ways of caring for patients, 

□ Such as how to maximize the quality of 
life for those sick with cancer. 

□ Or bow best to provide sensitive long 
term care for older people. 

Q Or what guidelines should be laid down 
for die best management of asthma. 

Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment our independent 
income. Only in this way can we continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospital. 

HIM you help its to improve the care of patients by 
making a contribution to one of oh r research projects? 
will gladly send jwn details. 

Write to the Appeal Director 
or Teleplume 0171 935 1174. 

*Hdp Medicine' Appad Fund 
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1 1 9 Andrawa Piece, Lexicon NWl ALE. 
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Jack May 


Jack May, actor; bora Henley- 

on-Thames 23 April 1922; 
married Petra Davies (one 
son. one daughter); died 
Hove 19 September 1997. 


Nelson Gabriel, the suave an- 
tiques dealer and wine-bar 
owner In the long-running ra- 
dio serial The Archers, was a 
rale that the actor Jack May 
played for 45 years. He took the 
part in 195 1, when he joined as 
son of the waggish Walter 
Gabriel, and made him into a 
character famed for his under- 
hand business methods. “He's 
not a crook but he’s a bit of a 
rogue." May once said. 

The star's voice was famil- 
iar lo children as Igor, the but- 
ler, in the animated television 
series Count Duckula, whose 
characters were also voiced by 
actors such as David Jason 
and Ruby Wax, but his best- 
remembered screen perfor- 
mance was playing the valet 
Simms alongside Gerald Harp- 
er in the Sixties fantasy series 
Adam Adamant Lives! 

Born in Henley-on-Thames 
in 1922, May was educated at 
the Forest School, Essex, and 
had ambitions to go into a ca- 
reer that would suit his extro- 
vert qualities. “Barrister, 
archbishop, prime minister - 
Mrs Thatcher could have been 
my Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer - or quite possibly the 
theatre.” he said years later. 

However, after serving in In- 
dia during the Second World 
War and leaching for a year on 
his return. May turned down a 
scholarship to Rada to study at 
Merton College, Oxford. Act- 
ing with the Oxford Universi- 


ty Dramatic Society convinced 
him that his future lay op the 
stage and he subsequently 
made his professional debut 
with Colchester Repertory 
Theatre in October 1950, play- 
ing Titinhis in Julius Caesar. He 
moved on to the prestigious 
Birmingham Rep (1950-55), 
where he took leading roles in 
Richard II, Uncle Vanya and 
Moon on the Yellow River. 

In 1952, while acting in 
Birmingham, May was ap- 
proached by the producer Tony 
Shiyane to join the cast of The 
Archers , a year after the farm- 
ing serial made its d£but on the 
BBC Light Programme. He 
remained in the role of Nelson 
Gabriel, tbe well-spoken son of 
the villager Walter Gabriel, 
until January 1997, when ill- 
health forced him to leave. 

The Archers' recording 
schedules left May plenty of 
time to do other work. On 
stage, he became the first ac- 
tor to play Hemy, consecutively, 
in the three parts of Henry VI, 
in Birmingham Rep's produc- 
tions both in Birmingham and 
for a season at the Old Vic, 
London, in 1953. His West 
End roles included the Head- 
master in si Voyage Round My 
Father (Haymarket Theatre, 
1971), Martin Knight in At the 
End of the Day (Savoy Theatre, 
1973), and Colonel Pickering in 
Pygynation (1974). 

May's feature films includ- 
ed There Was a Crooked Man 
(1960), A Funny Thing Hap- 
pened on the Way to the Forum 
(1966), The Man Who Wbuld Be 
King (as the District Commis- 
sioner, 2975), The Seven Percent 
Solution (1976), The Return of 
die Soldier (1982), The Shoot- 


ing Party (1984), The Bounty (as 

the Prosecuting Captain, 1984) 
and The Doctor and the Devils 
(as Dr Stevens, 1985). 

On television, he acted 
Shakespearean roles in both A/z 
Age of Kings (1960) - running 
the Bard's plays together to cov- 
er 86 years of English history 
and the lives of seven monarchs 
- and The Spread of the Eagle 
(1963, featuring Shakespeare’s 
Roman plays). He also played 
Major Quadring in the sci-fi se- 
ries A for Andromeda (1961) 
and appeared in The Verdict Is 
Yours (2962-63), a Granada 
Television series of unscripted 
trials, each over three days, and 
a forerunner to the company’s 
long-running Crown Court. 

May's face became most fa- 
miliar to television viewers as 
the valet Simms, helping Ger- 
ald Harper to swashbuckle his 
way through two series erf crime 
and villainy in Adam Adamant 
Lives! (1966-67). Produced by 
Verity Lambert, the pro- 
gramme starred Harper as 
the Edwardian gentleman- 
adventurer Adam Llewellyn 
de Vere Adamant, who had 
been drugged and frozen alive 
in a block of ice by his arch- 
enemy, “Tbe Rice” in 1902 be- 
fore thawing out 64 years later 
to find hiimftlf in London dur- 
ing tbe Swinging Sixties, com- 
plete with strip chibs, protection 
rackets and unruly youth. 

Writers such as Tbay 
Williamson, Brian Clemens, 
Robert Banks Stewart and 
Vince Powell and Harry Driver 
worked on the programme and 
tbe directors included Ridley 
Scott and Moira Armstrong. 
Juliet Harmer played Harper’s 
mini-skirted doUybird sidekick, 


Georges Guetary 


Lambros Worioou (Georges 
Guttary), singer, dancer and 
revue artist: bora Alexandria, 
Egypt 8 February 1915; 
married 1955 Jeanine Guyon 
(one son, one daughter); died 
Mougins (Alpes-Maritimes), 
France 13 September 1997. 


One of the tourist sights of pre- 
war Paris was the spectacle of 
the legendary chanteuse Mist- 
inguett negotiating the glitter- 
ing cascade of steps as she 
made her cntrace on the vast 
plateau of the Casino de Paris, 
her diamante-gloved right hand 
grasping in terror the reassur- 
ing left forearm of Maurice 
Chevalier or Jean Gabin. 

They were her favourite 
“Boys". When Chevalier left - 
she had accused him of trying 
in make her stumble, a not in- 
frcquenl/ai« pas as she stalked 
and tottered around in ab- 
surdly high heels - his place was 
taken by a succession of per- 
sonable young chorus boys who 
became known as the quadrille. 
Their most glamorous member 
was the singer and dancer 
Georges Guetary, who. while 
respectful enough to "la Miss ” 


ou stage, teased the ageing 
star in her spangled boas and . 
panoplies of rainbow ostrich 
feathers top and bottom by call- 
ing the quadrille of “fas Boys" 
hex “four gigolcs" But such was 
the warm good-nature of Gu6- 
tary, bis teasing was always 
lender, and la Miss adored 
him, as did many of the ladies 
(and some of the gentlemen) 
who fell under his irresistible 
spell. 

Part of Gudtary's exotic 
charm, and much of his stage 
persona as a “Latin lover" with 
a voice of Creme Chantilly 
resided in his mischievous in- 
nocence combined with an 
erotic mystery inherent in his 
ancestry. His parents were 
Greek. They emigrated to 
Egypt, where Georges was bom 
and brought up in Alexandria 
and Cairo. 

He was baptised Lambros 
Worioou at the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church. So he had a back- 
ground similar to that of one of 
ray favourite poets, Constantine 
Cavafy, who lived most of his 
life in Alexandria, where he 
died in 1933. U is quite possi- 
ble that Guetniy knew him. This 
connection, however slight, was 





Guetary: velvety voice 
Photograph: Moviestore 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


PVULEN-. A Service of Thanksgiving 
for the life of Lever William Pullen 


will bu held at Holy Trinity. Bramp- 
ton. on Monday I?' October at 3pm. 


.\a nonfat want s lar Gaafle BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES St DEATHS l Births, 
Adoptions Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial service*. Wedding anniversaries. 
In Mcmorbml should be sent In writ- 
tag to tbe Gazette Editor; Tbe Inde- 
pendent. I Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf. London EM 5DL, telephoned 
to 0171-243 2011 (24-boor answering 
machine 0L71-293 2012) or faxed to 
8171-293 20 ia and are charged at &L50 
■ Uw iV.VTeMnL OTHER Gazette an- 
no on cements (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. M inta ges! 
most be submitted In writing (or 
Grad) and are charged u S10 a line. 
VAT com- They should be accompa- 
nied bp n daytime telephone number, 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr David Burns, ambas- 
sador to Finland, 6ft Sir Jeremy Ch3d 
Bl, actor. 53; Mr John Dankworth, 
bandleader and jazzman. 70; Mr Ge- 
offrey Dear. HM Inspector of Con- 
stabulary, 60; Tbe Very Rev George 
Earle SJ. 71 Sir Douglas Falconer, 
former High Court judge, S3; Ms 
Caroline Flint MP, 36; Mr Mike Hall 
MR 45: Mr John Hark*, saxophon- 
ist. 41; The Right Rev Colin James, 
former Bishop or Winchester, 71; 
General Six Gany Johnson, chair- 
man, InlematkxnJ Defence Advisory 
Board to Ihe Baltic States, 60; Dr 
Michael Kilbom, cricketer, 35; Miss 
Sophia Loren, film actress, 63; Miss 
Anne Mrlmosb MR MET: 43; Pro- 
fessor Robert McMiira, anatomist. 
74; Miss Jane Manning, soprano, 59: 
Miss Christine Oddy, MEP, 42; Tbe 
Right Rev Kenneth Riches, former 
Bishop of Lincoln, 89; Mr Eric Say- 
ers, former chairman. Dupart, 81: Mr 
Alan Simpson MP, 49; Sir John 
Whitehead, former ambassador to 
Japan. 65. 


Anniversaries 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
TODAY; The Princess Jteyal. Patron. BT 
Global Challenge, attend* a prize -giving 
veremuov jt the Groswnw House Hotel, 
Parti Lane. London Wl. TOMORROW: 
Tbe Prince of Writs attends the Annual 
Baltic of Britain Scnncv idTlunkspilng 
and Rede JKaUiUl « Westminster Abbey, 
Loodna Tbe DriteofYert. Patron, start* 
tbe iW-tS Whlthrcad Round the Wiirid 
Race at (he Royal Yadtl Squadma. 
CmCf, ldc rtf Wight. 


Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: The Household Cawthy Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the Queen's Lift 
Guard at Hone Goarib. I lam; F Com- 
pany Scots Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace. 1 1 -30am, 
band prostJed b* the Seem Guards. TO- 
MORROW: The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Lite Guard at Hone Guards. 1 0am. 


TOMORROW: Mr Ian Albeiy, im- 
presario, 61; Ms Candy Alhenon MP, 
41 Lord Barnard, former Lord- 
Ucu tenant of Durham, 74; Mr 
Charles Clarke MP, 47; Mr Leonard 
Cohen, stager and poet, 63: Miss 
Shirley Conran, novelist, 65; Miss 
Maty Fetheis ton-Dilke. former or- 
ganiser of the Citizens' Advice Bu- 
reaux. 79; Mr Lany Hagman, actor. 
66; Professor James Ham, farmer 
president. University of Toronto, 
77; Mr John Hoddioou. Chief Con- 
stable, Hampshire, 53; Sir Cofht lm- 
ray, former High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh. 64; Mr Stephen King, 
novelist. 49; Sir Hugh Uqyd-Jooes, 
Emeritus Professor of Greek, Oxford 
University, 75; Sir Ian MacGregor, 
former chairman of the Notional 
Coal Board. 85; Sir ftier Matthews, 
former chairman of Vickers, 75; Sir 
John Smith, former Deputy Com- 
missioner, Metropolitan Polioe. 59: 


Lectures 


the chirpy girl-about-town 

Georgina, in a partnership that 
had echoes of Steed and Emma 
Peel in The Avengers. With 
Mayas Harper’s valet, William 
E. Simms, the prog ramm e also 
had elements of Batman. 

Later, he was beard as the 
voice of the butler Igor in the 
children’s series Count Ducku- 
la (198&-91), a spin-off from 
Dangamouse, which had been 
created by the writer Brian 
Thieman and the singer Mike 
Harding. Both series were 
made by the highly revered Cos- 
grove Hall Productions. Where- 
as Dangermouse was a spoof of 

James Bond Sms and comic- 
strip superheroes, Count Duck- 
ula - featuring the dude that 
pulled hats out of rabbits - of- 
fered young audiences horror 
stories and creepy-castle set- 
tings and was applauded by crit- 
ics for the quality of its comedy. 

May also matte guest apear- 
ances on television in Doctor 
Who (as General Hermack, 
1969), The Life and Times of 
David Lloyd George, Shoestring, 
The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy (1981), The Cleopatras 
(1983), AH Creatures Great and 
Small (as a drunken vicar), 
James (and Wooster (also as a vfc- 
ar, 1990) and Danielle Steel’s 
The Ring (1996). 

Married to the actress Petra 
Davies, May was an antiques 
dealer with a shop in Islington, 
north London, for many years. 

- Anthony Hayward 


Every Archers listener has a 
favourite character, writes James 
fagussan. Mine has always been 
Nelson Gabriel . 

Nelson was raffish, cool, 
sardonic, faintly disreputable. 


He brought a smooth urban 
loucheness to the dim lanes of 
Ambridge. Most of the male 
Archers characters are, it must 
be admitted, wimps: there is a 
hangdog desperation about 
them as they slip off to the Bull 
or, worse still, the Cat and 
Fiddle, while their assertive . 
wives make tea and cuise them 
over the kkefaen stove. They are 
hen-pecked, soft-beJlied, pre- 
dictable. The only thing pre- 
dictable about Nelson was that, 
despite his surface steadiness, 
he was almost certainly up to 
no good. You could love him, 
but you couldn’t trust him fur- 
ther titan the wine-bar door. 

Nelson had been in prison. 
He was dodgy. He disappeared 
from time to time. Inside the 
wiorld-wearily affable mine host 
at that wine bar was a mad play- 
boy who had, by the end, giv- 
en up trying to break out, and 
he knew it 

He was bom in 1933, the 
books tell us. His grandfather 
was the village blacksmith. His 
father, Whiter (1896-1988), was 
the one with the silly voice - 
"Hello me old pal, me old 
beauty” - who conducted a 
dingdong romance with Mrs P 
(Polly Pterkins) foran eternity. 
The appallingly behaved Nel- 
son was the apple of his father's 
eye. 

Walter was a farmer who 
took up making rocking chairs 
in his old age: Nelson was a lad 
who liked . wine, women. 
Jaguars and luxury onuses. He 
did his National Service in the 
RAF (ground staff, whatever he 
said, not airborne) and then lost 
£6,000 of his father’s pools 
winnings in an engineering 
business in tbe eadjr Sixties. He 


enough to stimulate my inter- 
est in the singer when be arrived 
after the war in London, where 
Cavafy’s poems had begun to 
be translated. 

As a child, Georges was an 
ardent filmgoer, and be was 
taugfat the rudiments of music. 
His father was a figure in the 
textile industry, and intended 
his so n to follow in his footsteps. 
So Georges dutifully attended 
the Chadbi School of Com- 
mercial Studies, one of the 
best Greek schools in Alexan- 
dria. In 1937, his lather dis- 
patched him to Phris, to further 


his knowledge of commercial 
procedures. But instead of at- 
tending to business Georges 
went to the music school run by 
the great violinist Jacques 
Thibaud and the pianist Alfred 
Cortot Thibaud advised him to 
take lessons from the singer Ni- 
non Vanin, who gave him a 
good classical training, so that 
before he ever began singing 
popular songs he became an ac- 
complished performer of the 
lieder of Schubert, Schumann, 
Faure and Dirparc. 

His first appearance on 
stage was in 1937 at the Eu- 
top6en as a soloist with Jo 
Bouillon’s band, where he was 
“discovered” one night by the 
eagle-eyed Mistinguett, who 
fell for his dimpled smile’s al- 
most phosphorescent brilliance, 
and for his velvety voice. He 
started appearing as her cava- 
lier at the Casino de Paris in 
1938, and was an immediate 
popular succcess. 

Gufitaiy began making his 
first recordings at this period, 
and with the outbreak of the 
Second World Whr went on 
tour as a solo singer and also 
hi revue and operetta, in which 
genre he was to make his name. 


escaped the courts after forg- 
ing a co-director’s signature on 
a document, but not after he 
m as termind ed a maD-yan 
robbery. He was tried ai the as- 
shesand, by sheer hick, acquitted. - 

Like most of Nelson's ven- • 
lures, the robbery didn’t come 
off He was at various times in- 
volved in betting shops and . 
property. But his principal con- 
cerns were an antique business, 

first with Lilian. Bellamy (wid- 
ow of Ralph, the lost squire of - 
Ambridge), then with Kenton 
Archer (twin sister of Shula), 
and the wine bar, which closed 
down at least once. He was ar- 
rested for receiving stolen, 
goods at the one, and narrow- 
ly prevented from setting up a 
.sauna and massage parlour-' 1 
(with Game Grundy as the 
unlikely chief masseuse) at the 
other.. 

In later life, ever more ge- "• 
trial, he sealed in his father's 
black-and-white thatched 
Honeysuckle Cottage, to tite 
north of Ambridge village 
green. He conceived a passion 
for the local “toff” Nigel Par- 
getter's alcoholic mother, Julia, 
dispensed cynical advice to the 
young and ripped off the 
Archers when they sold him 
furniture. 

He never married, but had 
an illegitimate daughter, Rose- 
mary, who turned up, to his hor- 
ror, asa trainee police cadeL 

Jack May played Nelson 
Gabriel for an astonishing 45 
years, and couldsureljrnever be 
replaced t was an extra in a film 
with him once, Goodbye Mr 
Chips (1969). As far as I was 
then concerned be was not 
Nelson at aU, but Simms, Adam 
Adamant’s valeL 


His first role in operetta was in 
1942, in Toi, e’est mot. 

As the war progressed and 
France suffered under the Nazi 
occupation, Georges thought ft 
would be prudent to move 
south, to Tbulouse, where he 
got ajob as nudtred’hotd at Be- 
lossi’s, then one of the leading 
restaurants of la viOe rose. He 
stayed at the Hdtel Victor 
Hugo, singing “S&rinade Por- 
tugaise " and Ttno Rossi's big hit 
u Veni-veni-venT to anyone who 
would listen. EGs voice charmed 
even tbe Gestapo. The ac- 
cordeonist Fredo Gardoni took 
him on tour, thus re-activating 
Georges' career. 

He was very popular in the 
Toulouse region, with its mem- 
ories of the great tango com- 
poser Carlos Gardel. The 
public loved his “Mediter- 
ranean” voice, rolling its Vs” 
like the River Garonne running 
over its pebbles. It was while be 
was m Tbulouse that be was ad- 
vised to change his name. He 
became Georges GuStary, af- 
ter tbe Basque town, a change 
that displeased many Basque 
patriots and performers who 
had staked their reputations on 
being true Basqaes. 


lit 1943, he moved back to 
feris, where he starred in a long 
series of operettas. Among the. 
most successful were La Route 
flame (“The Flowery Path”) at 
the ABC which ran for four 
years from 1952, Pacifico 
(three-year run). La Polka des 
lampions (three years) and 
Monsieur Camaval (three years 
'at the Chitelet, the temple of 
operetta). He even did a turn 
with the Cirque Bouglione, 
singing his most beloved num- 
bers and performing a haute 
fcole number. His recordings 
sold by the millions: “ Bolero ”, 
“Bambino”, u Ce Soird Mexico 
“ Chiqidto ”, “Le Petite bal du 
samedi soif', “ Samba brezdi- 
enne” and all the hits from in- 
ternational operetta. He also 
made films directed by Gilles 
Grangten Le Cavalier noir, Les 
Aventures de Casanova, The 
Gypsy Baron (1954), Le Cherran 
da ptzmdis (1955), UncNidtaux 
Baldares (195 6), in which he at- 
tempted to catch up with the 
younger generation with 
“Georges, viens denser le 
rock'n’roir. 

But Gutitaiy also had a suc- 
cessful career abroad, beginning 
in London, where Sir Charles 



May: The Archers’ raffish, cool Nelson Gabriel 


Cochran starred him in Bless the 
Bride, written ^ with great wit and 
panache by AJP. Herbert, and 
with Vivian Ellis’s enchanting : 
score. It ran for nearly a thou- 
sand performances in 1947, - 
and was followed by Latin 
Quarter (1949) which the 
British public found a refresh- 
ing change from Ivor Novello. 
In 1950 he played on Broadway 
mArmsandihe Girl, for which 
he was awarded a Tony as Best 
Foreign Performer. He went on 
to Hollywood to appear with 
Gene Kelly in Vincente Min- 
nelli's An American in Puis 
(1951), in which he sang 
“’SwonderfuT. 

At the age of 80, Georges 
Gu6taiy returned to one of his 
old haunts, the Bofano music 
hall, to give a farewell concert. 
By then, he had become known 
affectionately as “The Eternal 
Young Man”. Tbe audience 
was composed mostly of elder- 
ly blue-rinsed ladies crushing a 
tearfceneafothiiiestone-rimined 
eyeglasses os their heartthrob 
sang with his honeyed tones the 
ballad of their youth. 

1 had taken the precaution 
of asking for an aisle seat, in 
case I wanted to leave early, but 


Sir Brian Unwin, president. Euro- 
pean Investment Bank, 62; Professor 
Bernard Williams, philosopher, 68; 
Mr Jimmy "toong, radio presenter, 74. 


FAITH & REASON 


TODAY: Births: Alexander the 
Great, 356 BG Kenneth More, ac- 
tor, 1914. Deaths: Jean Julius Chris- 
tian Sibelius, composer. 1957; Jule 
Styne (Julius FLcrwin Stein), song- 
writer and composer. 1994. On this 
dqy: Salisbury Cathedral was conse- 
crated, 1258; six Victoria Crosses 
*wne awarded for gaRantxy at [Ik Bat- 
tle of Alma, 1854; the liner Queen 
EBsabeth II was launched at Clyde- 
bank, 1966. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Candida of Carthage. Saints 
Faust a and Evilosius, Saints 
Theodore. Philippa and their Com- 
panions. Si Vincent Mnddgams and 
Ibe Martyrs of Korea. 


Something new in a million at a Mass 


The Pope seems to draw 
ever larger crowds. Yet 
Catholicism, like all major 
denominations, is ewer less 
popular. Andrew Brown explores 
the paradox and concludes 
that people want spirituality, 
not religion. 


TOMORROW: Births: Herbert 
George Wells, novelist, 1866; Gus- 
tav Hatst (Gustavus Theodore von 
Holst), composer, 1874. Deaths: 
Virgil (Publius Vergil i os Maro), 
poet, 19 BG Sir Wilier Scoff, nov- 
elist. 1832; Arthur Schopenhauer, 
philosopher, I860, On this day: 
Britain abandoned the Gold Stan- 
dard, and the pound fell from $4.86 
to $3.49, 1931. Tomorrow is the 
Feast Day of St Matthew the Apos- 
tle, and St Maura of Troyes. 


TODAY 

National Gallery: Norman Goody. 
••Septuagenarians (3): Bassano, The 
PunfiaUion of the Temple", 12 noon. 
National Portrait Gallery: Mqyo 
Corcoran. "Andy Warhol: the artist 
as genius'*. 3pm. 


TOMORROW 

Hate Gallery: Picasso and Bacon: 
muled erics and sikat laughter'’. 
230pm. „ __ 


The Pope's visit to Paris last month was 
quite extraordinary. Probably overa mil- 
lion people turned out to hear him at 
the Longcbamp race course. It is pos- 
sible that there were as many people 
in that one congregation as there were 
in all the Church of England congre- 
gations in England that weekend. What 
made it all the stranger was that the 
Catholic Church in France seems to be 
an empty husk. The shortage of priests 
is immense and growing:- there are few- 
er than 100 vocations every year, and 
only one in 20 Of the priests in France 
is under the age of 40. 1 do not know 
how many are over 70, but it would 
be surprising if there were not more 
of them than of the comparative 
whippersnappeis of 35 or so. 

What this means in practice can be 
seen by wandering into a countryside 
church and seeing how huge is the num- 


ber of ancient parishes amalgamated 
into the care of one priesL In one place 
I tried in August, it appeared that one 
priest was looking after 35 villages. This 
is not' exceptional; and nor is it a situ- 
ation that can be fong sustained. Either 
the number of priests must rise, or the 
number of faithful will diminish to 
match the number of priests available. 

So how is one to reconcile the huge 
personal triumph of the Pope with the 
picture of a retreating church? One an- 
swer, which used to be heard more of- 
ten and more loudly, was that the Pope 
was bringing renewal to a demoralised 
church, and that with his fresh and vig- 
orous certainties we would make the in- 
stitution as attractive as he is himself. 
But he has been there for 18 years now, 
and the promised renewal is not ap- 
parent If a tightening up of discipline 
had been all the Church needed, there 
would surely have been some progress 
made by now in restoring the ground lost 
sitKe the Sixties. But there has not been. 

In America and Germany there 
have been struggles of the utmost bit- 
terness between Left and Right with- 
in tbe institutional church over its 
relations with feminism. And it is 
tempting to suppose that it is the 
Church’s difficulties with feminism 
and with sexuality generally which lie 


at the heart of its problems in the mod- 
ern world. But this may be simplistic. 
Actually the Pope’s response to femi- 
nism has been far more sophisticated 
and flexible than he is given credit for. 

The real difficulty for the Catholic ' 
Church in the modem world may lie in 
the fact that it is a religion. The extra- 
ordinary separation of religion from 
spirituality is one of those facts so ob- 
vious as to be almost invisible. One of 
the reasons Its difficult to nntice is that - 
it is difficult to define. Of course, 
everyone is against “religion’’, “dogma” 
and so on. But the spiritual movements 
to which they may flee demand usual- 
ly far m«ire credulity ami far blinder obe- 
dience than mainstream religions. 
Those sects which manage to be si- 
muhaneousfy traditional and religiously 
anti -establishment, like the Anglican 
cult of Holy Trinity, Brampton, are dis- 
tinguished from the more convention- 
al parts of the Church precisely by the 
greater conformity they demand of their 
worshippers, the more abundant mir- 
adesrwith which they supply them- and 
by their relative success. 

Damian Thompson, the author and 
former religious affairs correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph . has an elegant 
theory which points out another and 
per haps- vital difference between “re- 


h'gibns 7 ' and “spiritualities" This is that 
religions are spread vertically, through 
families; and spiritualities horizontal- 
ly, through friends. Religions are what 
our parents believed: spiritualities are 
what our contemporaries believe. This 
distinction is a purely sociological one. 
It says nothing about the content of be- 
liefs. But it does make a prediction: that 
as families become less and less im- 
portant as means of cultural transmis- 
sion, so religions will necessarily 
decline. The religious imagination will 
remain a human faculty. It will simply 
find new expressions, and call these 
spirituality. 

The Pope is a figure who straddles 
in some respects the divide between re- 
ligion and spirituality. He is respected 
25 ^ “spiritual" leader and rejected as 
a “religious" one. In these circum- 
stances, gathering practically the entire 
Catholic population of France to one 
Mass is not just an impressive feat It 
is a wise one. For in a crowd of a mil- 
lion people, Catholicism will seem to 
the young worshippers something new, 
something that young people do to- 
gether, something spiritual. That may 
be its only hope to survive as a 
Western religion. 


* ‘Faith & Rauon'b edited by Pad VaSefy 
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found myself caught up by the 
magic of GuStaiy’s 90-minute 
performance. He even came 
down into the stalls to wander 
among his fans as be sang, and 
he even stopped in front of me 
as he sang “La Valse des regrets" 
(music tty Brahms) a capella. I 
was one of the very few men in 
the audience, though there 
were a lot of younger girls who 
bad come possibly to hear the 
songs they had heard their 
mothers and grandmothers 
sing 

Georges Gudtary was still in 
good form. He never smoked 
or drank, and took exercise 
every day. He kept his voice in 
trim, too, ty vocalising for an 
hour or so in the afternoons. 
His charm was intacL though I 
did notice he bad resorted to a 
neat pastiche. The smile was 
ria77Jin g as ever, and there was 
still that naughty twinkle in his 
eyes as he sang certain songs he 
must certainly have thought of 
as slushy to say the least. He 
kept his art alive by the saving 
grace of humour, and by nev- 
er taking himself, or his outra- 
geous operetta roles, too 
seriously. 

- James KJrkup 
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ICI hit by Merrill Lynch downgrading 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

STOCK 
MARKET 
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The stock market was ruffled 
by a sudden outpouring of neg- 
ative advice from leading se- 
curities houses. 

ImperiaJ Chemical Indus* 
tries, Siebe and De La Sue 
were three singled out for an- 
alytical attention. 

IQ fell 32p to 986p with 
Merrill Lynch doing the dam- 
age, downgrading its recom- 
mendation from buy to 
neutral. It has, however, left its 
profits estimates unchanged - 
£365 m before exception als 
this year and £600m next. 

Analyst Robyn Coombs is a 
little nervous of-ICTs third- 
quarter trading this year and 
points am the American Union 
Carbide group produced a cau- 
tious profits statement 

Engineer Siebe gave up 
28p to 3,145 5p with Soci£t£ 
G6n6rale Strauss Tbmbull 
suggesting investors should 
take their profits and De La 


Rue, the struggling security 
printer, fell 5.5p to 399J>p as 
UBS said sell. 

The rest of the market had 
an uneventful session with the 
futures expiry, although cre- 
ating active trading, failing to 
produce the roller coaster ex- 
perience some had predicted. 

Fbolsie was higher in early 
trading but soon turned red. 
Ii ended down 22.4 points at 
5.023.8. Still, over the week it 
has advanced 198, more than 
making up ground lost last 
week. 

late & Lyle made a re- 
markably strong farewell to 
Footsie.lt is one of five blue 
chips losing their Footsie 
membership to make way for 
new recruitS- 

Tbe final Footsie boms 
are often fairly subdued but 
T&L was at one time 11.5p 
higher. It later lost some of its 
exuberance, closing 65p 


firmer at 42£L5p, Turnover was 

brisk. 

Stories of a bid from cash 
rich Associated British Foods 
are the reason for the action. 
Although such a deal could run 
into competition problems - 
rate analyst described it as a 
“monopolistic nightmare” - 
there are suggestions T&Es 
move from sugar into a much 
more broadly based sweetener 
group could offer opportuni- 
ties far a deal to be struck with 
monopoly authorities. 

Rail track's progress was 
. derailed by the SouthaD crush. 
At one lime the shares were 
up 10.5p. But as reports of the 
tragedy came in they fell back, 
ending 8_5p lower at 836p. 

Granada, the leisure and 
showbiz group, added 15p to 
SI 9p following upbeat meet- 
ings with analysts. Savoy Ho- 
tel, which this week recorded 
a sharp profits advance, fell 


37 -5p to l,275p. The low vot- 
ing shares have fallen from a 
l,597-5p peak this year on 
disappointment Granada has 
failed to find a buyer for its 
stake. It is by far the biggest 
Savoy shareholder but be- 
cause of the group's two tier 
voting structure accounts for 
only 42 per cent of the votes. 

Vinous rumours have cir- 
culated; ranging from a trade 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

100 * - - 

S^IS - 
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sale of the Granada stake to 
a notation, leaving the Savoy 
as an independent company. 

Sears, expected to disclose 
another set of poor fibres next 
week, edged forward 2p to 
585p on talk it was near to a 
break-up of its struggling shoe 
shops chain. It was reported 
tha t company doctor David 
James, in charge of the sprawl- 
ing shoes operation, had con- 
cluded a piecemeal sale was 
the best option. Any such deal 
could produce an exceptional 
charge of around £100m- 
’ On Thursday Sears, which 
plans to demerge its Self- 
ridges department store, is ex- 
pected to produce an interim 
loss in the region of £6-5m. 
Last year's interim was a 
£l&8m profit. The shares have 
come down from 96p last year. 

Airtaars. the packaged hol- 
idays group, had a topsy tur- 
vey session, swinging between 


a 23 .5p gain and an I8L5p 
loss. The shares ended un- 
changed at I,G54p. The de- 
parture of two directors from 
a subsidiary and worries about 
the holiday industry price war 
eroding profits created the 
turbulence. 

Newcomer Computer- 
Land, placed at lOGp. traded 
up to 120p. 

Prism Leisure was the 
da/s main casualty, crashing 
85p to 8Z5p. It said year's re- 
sults would be lower than ex- 
pected. Finance director 
Robert Skelton is leaving al- 
though bis departure was said 
to be unconnected with the 
profits warning. 

ASW, the steel group, re- 
mained in the bid spotlight, 
gaining a further 25p to 39p. 
There was confusion whether 
12 per cent stakeholder Usmor 
Sacflor, a French group, had de- 
nied any interest in bidding. 


TAKI_NG STOCK 

Fairfield Enterprises, a sup- 
plier of packaging and print- 
ing machinery has £4m in the 
bank and conld soon be on 
the take over trail. Its shares 
were introduced to the mar- 
ket last month; they have 
risen from 117 Jp to 135£ p. 
Stockbroker Teatber & 
Greenwoood expect steady 
profits progress. It Is looking 
for £L3m this year and £2.7m 
for 3999. 

There is rumonred to be 
boardroom unrest at Euro- 
pean Muring Finance. The 
shares have fallen from 27p 
last month to 20p, off lp yes- 
terday. 

DATA^BANK^ 

Seaq volumes: 

%5.7m 

Seaq trades: 

47,130 
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SuperSIB snubs City by 
plumping for Docklands 


SuperSIB, the City’s 
mega watchdog, will not 
be located in the Square 
Mile. It has told 2,000 
staff how to get to its 
proposed new office in 
London’s Docklands - 
but failed to name the 
senior figures who will 
report to new chairman, 
Howard Davies. 

Tom Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports. 


SuperSIB snubbed the City 
yesterday, choosing a building • 
in Docklands to house the en- 
larged financial regulator from 
the start of next year. The 
move, greeted with resigned ac- 
ceptance by the staff of the new 
City watchdog, is a big blow to 
the Corporation of London, 
which was unable to provide a 
large enough building quickly 
or cheaply enough. 

The decision came as senior 
regulators admitted privately 
that there had been a delay in 
naming senior appointments to 
the watchdog, leaving the heads 
of the self-regulatory organi- 
sations on tenterhooks as to 
whether they would have a 
place in the new regime. 

The decisions, expected this 
week, will not receive approval 
from the Chancellors office for 
another two weeks it has been 
estimated. 

The delay is an embarrass- 
ment for Mr Davies just days 
after Colette Bowe, head of the 


Personal Investment Authori- 
ty (PIA), indicated she did not 
want to be considered for any 
of the senior positions to be 
filled. It is also not dear how 
keen others such as Imro’s 
Phillip Thorpe or the SFA’s 
Richard Farrant will be to ex- 
change control of their fiefdoms 
fora lieutenant’s position in the 
new monolith. 

There are further concerns 
about how successful a new 
structural model for the new 
watchdog will be. Mr Davies is 
pushing through a radical shift 
from a vertical structure, where 
regulators control ail functions 
from authorisation to investi- 
gations and supervision for one 
type of firm, to a horizontal 
model where they will oversee, 
say, authorisation for all 
financial companies. 

NewRO, as the regulator 
wall be known until a suitable 
acronym has been agreed, is 
moving to the last vacant build- 
ing in the Canary Wharf de- 
velopment, built by the 
Reichmann brothers at the 
height of the last property 
boom and rescued from re- 
ceivership in 1992. The decision 
was taken by a meeting of the 
board of the Securities and In- 
vestments Board on Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Cor- 
poration of London said there 
was “obvious disappointment" 
at the decison, which means the 
unified regulator for activities 
in the Square Mile will not be 
located there. He added, how- 
ever, that the decision was in 
part a reflection of the City’s 
success - there is simply no ao 


caanaodaxiOB I eft in the City 
big enough to satisfy SuperSIB’s 
requirements for around 
300,000 sq ft of space to house 
its 2,000 employees. 

The Corporation played 
down any suggestion that past 
disagreements between the 
City and Docklands had flared 
again over the move. “We are 
happy that Docklands is there. 
If it had not been, and if the 
City had not relaxed its build- 
ing regulations when it did in 
the 1980s many firms would 
have simply moved away to the 
Continent." 

Staff at the various regula- 
tors that are dotted around the 
Chy and Docklands, and which 
wift be folded into SuperSIB 
next year, were informed yes- 
terday of the decision and sup- 
plied with information packs in 
an attempt to allay fears that 
they were being asked to move 
to the south-east’s own version 
of Siberia. 

Howard Davies said* “After 
an exhaustive search, we have 
concluded that Canary Wharf 
offers the best available ac- 
commodation for us. The space 
is flexible, the price is right and, 
crucially, we can put aO our staff 
together on ooe site in just a 
year’s time." 

NewRO will take on the reg- 
ulatoiy responsibilities of a 
range of watchdogs, including 
the Bank of England, SIB, 
Imzo, the PIA, SFA and DTI. 
The combining of the regula- 
tors wQl take place next year de- 
spite Royal Assent for a new 
Financial Services Act not be- 
ing posable for two more years. 


May 


deadline 
boosts EMU 
prospects 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 


Tin dossr other coonWes get to the red basaSne (Earmay) 
Hr more ttrtj they an to foto BKL 

Lmgtemr • 
merest rates 


Last weekend’s decision .by 
European finance ministers to 
fix bilateral exchange rates for 
EMU next May. eight months 
ahead of the 1999 deadline, has 
given a further boost to the pro- 
ject But many on our panel be- 
lieve the optimism is based 
more on sentiment than reality. 

Julian Jessop of Nikko Eu- 
rope says the result of last 
weekend's “Ecofin” meeting 
was widely expected. However, 
“psychologically, it has helped 
EMU sentiment, if only be- 
cause it is great when Euro- 
peans can agree on anything 
Nik only are they making mon- 
etary union happen, but they 
are making it happen earlier". 

With next week's French 
budget likely to be accompan- 
ied by a forecast that the 1998 
budget deficit will fall within the 
Maastricht target of 3 per cent, 
Mr Jessop says it is difficult at 
the moment to see what could 
alter the current positive feel- 
ings about the project. 

Phillip Chilly of ABN Amro 
largely supports that analysis, 
saying the outcome of the 
meeting should help sway the 
doubters. 

Thereafter, however, the 
two economists differ. Mr 
Chilly Is encouraged by the 
prospects for the German econ- 
omy and the political determi- 
nation of ihe French. “Wc 
more and more believe [EMU] 
will be on time on a broad ba- 
sis.“he said. By contrast. Mr Jes- 
sop points out that the 
Germans could still derail the 
project, with next spring’s Bun- 
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When wffl EMU start? The Ciljr Analysts’ View. 


The Independent asked analysts from 

Nftta Europe, Pihn Webber, ABN Amro, JP Maryan, Deottcba Mraptn Greeted 
Satanan Brothers, SsMstaa Sachs, HSBC James Capet, 08$ 
wtat proba&ffiy they placed on EMU stertng or Oma. 


Probabtflty EMU starts on toe; 

73% 

(72% last week) 

ProOaWty EMU Is tWayad; 

Z1% 

(16% fast met] 

PnjtjaUttjr EMU never happens; 

6% 

. { 10 % last week} 


destag vote to approve EMU 
“the biggest single hurdle that 
monetary union has to clear". 

Agreeing that there has 
been something of an over- 
reaction to the Ecofin meeting. 
Darren Williams of UBS also 


highlights the potential for 
trouble between May, when 
rates are fixed between cur- 
rencies, and December, when 
the rale at which they finally en- 
ter EMU must be decided. 

-Magnus Grimond 
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Liberty has received planning permission for the first phase of a three-year, £40m redesign of the Regent Street store (above) 

Liberty restores dividend despite losses 


Liberty, the upmarket retailer, 
lost more than one-fifth of its 
average weekly sales following 
the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. Tbe group dosed its flag- 
ship Regent Street store for the 
best part of two days on Sunday 
31 August when the company 
learned of the Princess’s death 
and for the morning of her 
funeral the following Saturday. 

Ian Thomson, Liberty’s 
managing director, said yester- 
day tbe decision to dose the 
store lost the group more than 
£ 200,000 in sales which would 


not be recovered and trading in 
tbe week following the funeral 
was below no rmal. . 

Speaking as the company re- 
stored its dividend, but moved 
into trading losses for the six 
months to August, Denis Cas- 
sidy, chairman, said the strength 
of sterling against the yen had 
depressed the Japanese tourist 
trade at Regent Street and the 
group's Heathrow airport shops. 

Mr Cassidy said he was ex- 
tending the Liberty brand into 
shirts and knitwear, in prepa- 
ration for a big expansion into 


airports outside the UK ‘Air- 
ports are about brands. Well- 
heeled, busy people who fly are 
the perfect customers.”' The 
group is consdering opening -a 
shop at Galwick airport. Liberty 
said it was talking to Seibu, its 
Japanese joint venture part- 
ner, on overseas expansion and 
was also in “fairiy serious dis- 
cussions” with operators in East 
Asia and the Middle East. The 
company was also considering 
expanding in mail ordqr, though 
it is not “fop of the priority EstV 
Liberty has just rteenfoiF 

....-I >. 


planning permission for the first 
phase of a three-year, £40m re- 
design of the Regent Street 
store, which win include, for the 
first time, escalators. However, 

Mr Cassidy was keen to em- 
phasise that the period look of 
the inockliidor buikfing would 
remain. “ThecscalatarwiQbe at 
the back of tbe bunding. It wDl 
hare do visual impact, but it will 
improve the flow of people.” 

The first phase of the re- 
furbishment, which will in- 
crease floor .space by more _ment; — 
than 50 per cent, involves con- 


verting a warehouse in Caraa-t 
by Street info offices, freeing tipi 
space in tbe main store. The yexf 
effect shaved around 4 peri 
cent off sales and £500,000% ... 
from headline profits. Sales 
the half year to August rose Iff 
per cent to £27 jm helped by ■ 
the building society windfalls;' 

A £137,000 trading loss, com- ' 
pared to £777,000 profits last 1 
time, reflected £lJ 2 m spend 
on marketing and the costs of; 
strengthening senior manage-' 


m 


— Sameenti Ahmad 


Electricity competition faces new setback 


BBC ‘stifles competition’ in 
quest for new enterprises 


The opening of the domestic 
electricity market to competi- 
tion has hit a further setback 
with another two regional sup- 
pliers warning they would not 
meet next April's deadline. 

East Midlands Electricity 
and London Electricity have 
told the industry regulator. Of- 
fer, they may not be ready to 
launch competition in their 
areas until September of next 
year. This brings to three the 
number of suppliers having 
difficulties adapting their com- 
puter systems. The other com- 
pany is Southern Electric. 

News of tbe latest bold-up 
came as Offer published a re- 
port by its advisers, PA Con- 
sulting, warning that the overall 


timetable for liberalisation re- 
mained tight and that any late 
changes to the systems being in- 
troduced would result in sig- 
nificant delays. • 

The aim is to start allowing 
Britain’s 22 million domestic 
electricity customers to stop 
around for supplies Horn next 
spring^ The fist four suppliers 
which expect to" be realty are 
Eastern, Manweb, Seeboard 
and Yorkshire. - • 

. However; the cost and com- 
plexity of installing the com- 
puter systems that will allow 
suppliers to .talk with one an- . 
other, new entrants and the 
electricity pool is causing in-, 
creased womesi 

A -spokeswoman for Offer 


said that if detailed design re- 
quirements changed it could 
have a significant impact cm the 
overall programme. 

Professor Stephen Little- 
child, the head of Offer; warned 
that with just over six months 
to go, much still remained to be 
done, although he welcomed 
the progress made so far. 

Offer has written to East 
Midlands and London and 
asked what they are doing to 
bring themselves back on line. 

Earlier this week Midlands 
Electricity confirmed it had 
abandoned a multi-minion 
pound computer system after 
concluding that it would not be 
ready in time far next April . . 

‘ -Aticfwef Harrison 


The cost of pensions starts to fall 


Costly product charges levied 
on pensions by many of the 
UK’s top insurance companies 
may be starting to come down, 
according to new research. 

The drop comes three years 
after the introduction of rules 
from the Securities and Invest- 
ments Board, the City regula- 
tor, designed to foster greater 
competition among insurers. 


But some companies have resis- 
ted cutting charges, according 
to a study by Money Marketing 
magazine. Sandra Grandison, 
who edited the survey, said: 
“There is evidence costs are be- 
ginning to come down." 

Research by Money Market- 
ing shows die annual cost of 
many pensions is reducing. The 
fall in manag ement costs is 


called the Reduction In Yield 
(RIY), expressed as tbe aver- 
age percentage amount taken 
out of a policy each year. 

The survey of life insurers’ 
unit-linked investments shows 
the typical cost of a personal 
pension for someone aged 60 
has tumbled from an RIY of 5.9 
per cent to 5.1 per cent. 

-NkGaitti 


David Elstein, chief executive 
of Channels, yesterday accused 
the BBC of stifling competition 
as it entered die new media age. 

Mr Elstein’s broadside came 
as it emerged the BBC was to 
pump around £ 10 m of public 
money into its online services. 
Speaking at the Royal Televi- 
sion Society’s biennial confer- 
ence in Cambridge, Mr Elstein 
said: “You're going to have to 
rethink what the BBC is there 
for. Is it a commercial enter- 
prise or a public broadcaster?” 

He said the BBC’s 24-hour 
news service, which is funded 
by licence payers' money and 
launches later tins year, threat- 
ened to put other news opera- 
tors outof business. “There are 
three 24-hour news services - 
CNBC, CNN and Sky News,” 
he said. “The BBC’s will be the 
fourth, funded witfa£30m ayear 
- which is more than any of the 
others have." 

Mr Elstein said the BBC 
should be regulated more ef- 
fectively and but none of the 
competition authorities had 
the power to crack down on it. 

However, David Docberty, 
deputy director of television at 
BBC Broadcast, dismissed Mr 
Elstein’s concerns, saying if 
was impossible to separate tbe 


A 











commercial projects from the. 
public service. “It is much more! 
complicated than that. By 
virtue of creating TV and radio? 
programmes, you create com- 
mercial assets." 

Answering Mr Elstein’s' 
claims that the BBC was in^ 
sufficiently regulated, Mr- 
Docberty said the corporation, 
was “subject to dose scrutiny by ; 
the Government”. 

The BBCs head of online 
services, Edward Brifia, was 
asked what justification he had 
for using licence payers’ money 
to move into media such as the' 
Internet He replied: *The same 
justification we bad in 1945 
when we moved into television."; 

Mr Brifia is overseeing the. 
creation of online versions of 
several well-known BBC pro- 
grammes. Cnmewatch will soon- 
make an appearance on the In-, 
teniet where users will be able, 
to access a database of major 
unsolved crimes in Britain. An. 
EastEndas drat forum is also to 
be launched imminently. 

The BBCs 34-hour news 
venture ran into controversy last 
month when several cable op- 
erators indicated they would 
drop Slty News in favour of thej £*33 
corporation's services. 

- Cathy Newman 
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WH Smith opts for the Handover solution 


Having scoured the worid for a new chief 
executive, WH .Smith has finaffy senWi m 

someone who’s been sitting there in the 
backyard all along. The City was as un- 
derwhelmed by news of Richard Handovers 
appointment as everyone ds&it may seem 
a bit of a cheap shot to describe this com- 
pany man of 31 years service as just a glo- 
rified paper boy, but that is where Mr 
Handover has earned his reputation — on 
the newspaper wholesale -and distribution 
side of the group. 


ty good fist out of ttris unglamorpus en- 
terprise in the two years he's been doing 
the job. It is one of the few parts of the group 
on an improving trend righi now. Nor is Mr 
Handover devoid of retail experience. Be- 
fore his present incarnation he was man- 
aging director of WH Smith's Our Price 
offshoot, where be was instrumental in the 
merger with Virgin Retail So it would be 
wrong to write him oft ■ 

Afl the same, judging bywhat he was say- 
ing yesterday he doesn’t seem to have ranch 


or for addressing its tmdertying weakness- 
es - chief of which is that nobody knows 
what sort of a store WH Smith is meant to 
be any longer. If it is a newsagent, it is un- 
der vicious attach from the supermarkets; 
if a book or record store, there are others 


that do it better, and as a gift shop it is 
scarcely worth bothering with. No amount 
of the i»sic reiafldisdpline’’ Mr Handover 
promises to inject into the chain is going 
to solve this fundamental difficulty with the 
WH SraHh formula. If s just out erf date. Nor 
does the company’s explanation of why it 
took so long to settle on Mr Handover 
sound entirety plausible. 

According to Jeremy Hardie, chairman, 
it was because the board first had to satis- 
fy itsdf there was no external candidate bet- 
ter suited to the role. The argument can 
equally well be stated the other way round, 
however. If Mr Handover was so self evi- 
dentty right for the job, why didn’t the board 
gp for him immediately? Whatever he does, 
Mr Handover will find it hard to bury the 
suspicion that he was always second or third 
choice. 

Whatever else may be said about him, at 
least Mr Handover has got one thing in his 
favour. With 32 year’s service behind him, 
he’s plainly not a quitter. The same could 
not be said of his predecessor, BUI Gxdcbum, 
who took just ejgfctteen months to decide that 
naming a business in the real worid of faaish 
c omm ercial competition was not for him. 
He’siwwlxKiatEbrjtishTyecoD^vAichlfe 
his previous company, the Pbst Office, is es- 
sentially a monopoly. There’s little doubt 
about who’s got the tougher assignment. 


Si fting through my nuJninar y of 

leaked Whitehall memos yesterday, I came 
aaossacopyof a draft letter from'EotyBlair 

toBfflClinloQmusuigonthesubjectofglob- 
ahsatioa Though this letter has not yet been 
sent, I believe it only right and proper in 
the interests of open government to re- 
produce it here. 

“Dear Bill, I don’t know whether you 
ixiticedMappareiittyOxjpere&I^tmGd 
andPrice Waterhouse are to merge to cre- 
ate the world's largest accountancy prac- 
tice. I have to say that I am wholeheartedly 
behind this sort of corporate response to 
the progressive integration of the world 
economy and I think we should both be do- 
ing our bit to ensure the competition au- 
thorities don't stamp on it 

Funnity enough, I’ve rather been think- 
ing along the same lines myself - how do 
we as governments respond to the in- 
creasingly global needs of our clients 
(hajia, only kidding. I mean the people of 
our two countries, of course). I make the 
following suggestion, only half in jest. It's 
aD part of my virion to create a global peo- 
ple services powerhouse, which I know you 
share. 

Why don't we merge our two adminis- 
trations? The new organisation would be 
in a position to provide unprecedented ser- 
vice to global, national and local commu- 


nities worldwide. Together we could offer 
a comprehensive range of business assur- 
ance, business advisor, tax, management, 
IT and human resource consulting services 
and a commitment to helping people 
wherever they are formulate and implement 
strategic solutions which drive growth and 
improve business performance. 

Last time we met I could not help but 
be strode by the compatibility of oar cul- 
tures and shared vision. We seem both to 
be committed to offering our electorates 
world-class capabilities to help them solve 
increasingly complex business problems 
they encounter as they expand and glob- 
alise 

Combining these two great organisations 
will create a tremendously dynamic pro- 
fessional environment that win provide our 
clients with the support they need to suc- 
ceed in the global marketplace and wiD give 
us an unparalleled ability to develop and 
execute innovative and strategic solutions. 
It makes sense for' our clients and it 
makes sense for our people. I know there 
are a few little local difficulties involved. 
For a start there’s what to do with our 
Queen. Rest assured that 1 have that one 
in hand. Then there’s Brussels. Thai 
wretched man Karel Van Miert, the EC 
competition commissioner, will block us giv- 
en the chance. But none of these things are 


beyond the wit of a dever investment bank 
like Goldman Sachs. How about it? 

Youre, Tony (with apologies to the 
press release announcing the merger of 
Coopers &Lybrand and Price Water- 
house). 

My colleague Diane Coyle, who is hj 
Hong Kong for the International Mone- 
taiy Fund meeting, tells me that the Worid 
Bank Staff Association has issued a circu- 
lar to delegates whingeing on about low 
morale. They would have done well to have 
kept their grievances (which include such 
gems as being forced to downgrade from 
first to dub class travel) to themselves. If 
anything, James Wolfensohn, head of the 
bank, deserves warm applause for under- 
mining the morale of his comfortable, well- 
heeled bureaucrats. This is the organisation 
that used to be known as the Glistening 
Bank, thanks to the lavish perks staff en- 
joyed as they doled out aid to some of the 
world’s poorest countries - together with 
some of its richest criminals in their guise 
as heads of state. 

Mr Wolfensohn is onty the latest in a 
line of presidents tony to reform this mam- 
moth bureaucracy. If he has realty managed 
to score such a big hit on staff morale, he 
might turn out to be the first to actually 
accomplish anything. 
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Wolfensohn defends scheme to 
give poor countries debt relief 


James Wolfensohn, 
President of the World 
Bank, challenged critics, 
who claim the year-old 
initiative to lighten the 
debt burden on poor 
countries is faltering, to 
put their money where 
their mouth is by voting 
for increased aid 
spending. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, 
reports from Hong Kong 
on the annual meeting 
of the Worid Bank 
and International 
Monetary Fund. 

“Debt forgiveness is an issue of 
morality, but it is also an issue 
of money,” Mr Wolfensohn 
said yesterday. He was re- 
sponding to the charge that the 
World Bank-IMF plan to re- 
duce debt interest payments by 
developing countries, an- 
nounced with much fanfare 
this time last year, had lost cru- 
cial momentum. 

Gordon Brown, Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, aligned him- 
self with the Bank’s critics ear- 
lier this week, announcing a 
seven-point plan to restore the 
impetus by ensuring that three- 
quarters of the world's poorest 
countries had started down 
the debt relief path by 2000. 

Mr Wolfensohn said yes- 
terday: “If Gordon Brown 
would like to make a very large 
donation, I would be very 
happy to accept it” He added: 
“Where does the money come 
from? It comes back to the gov- 
ernments, and to yon as voters 
and taxpayers. In die end it gets 
bade to you.” 

But die Worid Bank presi- 
dent predicted the campaign 
for debt forgiveness by the end 
of the millennium would be- 
come a more prominent pub- 
lic issue during the next two 
years. In the UK the Jubilee 
2000 campaign, organised by 
churches and unions, has 
already been building up a 
new head of steam. 

Aid organisations attending 
the meetings in Hong Kong this 
week said the amount of mon- 
ey requited to keep the present 
World Bank-IMF plan -known 


as the HIPC initiative because 
it concentrates on the highly in- 
debted poor countries - was 
minimal. 

“The question of money is 
a red herring because the sums 
involved in the HIPC initiative 
are so minimal," said lan Bray, 
an Oxfam spokesman. 

The expected cost of 
planned debt relief for 3 9 coun- 
tries over more than a decade 
is only $7bn-S83bn (£4.4bn to 
£5.3 bn) in total, or about half 
the UK government’s likely 
budget deficit this year. 

However, the charities wel- 
comed Mr Wolfensohn's com- 
mitment to the initiative. “He’s 
got a complicated game to 
play and his heart is definitely 
in the right place," said Andrew 
Simms of Christian Aid. “He 
has staked his personal repu- 
tation on it” 

Mr Bray said: “He’s right to 
say it is a question of political 
commitment” One of the rea- 
sons for slow progress on debt 
relief has been the unwilling- 
ness of some of the richest 
countries, notably Germany 
and Japan, to finance it. 

The IMF has also moved 


more slowly than the World 
Rank on the plan, reflecting its 
traditional fiscal caution. Yes- 
terday 56 aid and environ- 
mental organisations sent 
Michel Camdessus, managing 
director of the IMF, an open 
letter protesting at the slow 
progress it was making on 
offering debt relief. 

Henry Nortbover, policy 
officer for the Catholic relief 
agency, Cafod. said: “The 
British government is throwing 
down the gauntlet to those 
governments which have re- 
peatedly placed obstacles in the 
way of speedy debt relief for the 
world’s poorest countries.” 

Mr Wolfensohn said yes- 
terday: “I think the initiative is 
moving, although there are 
some differences of view as to 
the pace." He denied sugges- 
tions that the process was too 
slow and the hurdles too high, 
saying that three countries - 
Uganda, Bolivia and Burkina 
Faso - had their debt reduction 
packages agreed with three 
more in the pipeline. “1 feel 
very comfortable in my skin that 
we have taken all practical 
steps," he said. 





source: Bloomberg James Wolfensohn: ‘I feel very comfortable in my skin that we have taken all practical steps’ Photograph: Reuter 

- l I Thailand under fire from World Bank 


Encyclopedia 

Gardening 


□ A-- 


4 RHS 

Encyclopedias 

for 

£4.99 each 

SAVE 

£140 


[ ADVeKTlSEMENT *** TOOWS THU WIWOtDEHT HWdME 


Quality, 


The World Bank 
yesterday joined the 
International Monetary 
Fund in criticising the 
Thai government for 
being too slow to react 
to this summer's 
currency crisis. Diane 
Coyte finds that the 
recent financial turmoil 
in East Asia is the 
hottest topic for 
discussion at the Hong 
Kong convention centre. 


The World Bank and IMF have 
confirmed reports that they are 
dissatisfied with Thailand’s re- 
sponse to its financial crisis, 
which the international com- 


munity is spending $I7bn 
(£ 10 . 6 bn) in emergency funds to 
resolve. Both also say they 
warned the Thai government 
earlier this year about the dan- 
ger hs currency would collapse. 

James Wblfensohn, presi- 
dent of the World Bank, said: 
“Wb would like to see the Thais 
move more quickly and more 
definitively." He added that the 
coalition government’s political 
fragility had prevented faster im- 
plementation of policies recom- 
mended by the Bank and Fund. 

“We and others have been 
commenting on these problems 
for a long time, but the Thais nm 
Thailand,” he said. 

His remarks followed simi- 
lar comments by Michel 
Camdessus, managing director 
of the IMF, on Thursday. Mr 
Camdessus sakfc“Wfe have been 


impatient to see the reform of 
the financial sector put in mo- 
tion." He said the Thais bad 
complied with all the macro- 
economic policy advice, tight- 
ening the government’s belt 
and increasing interest rates. 

With Malaysia’s Prime Min- 
ister, Mahathir Mohamad, and 
financier Geoige Soros due to 
speak - separately - this week- 
end abow the b sharply opposed 
views on the recent turmoil in 
Asia's financial markets, the 
crisis has become a dominant 
subject for discussion at the 
World Bank-IMF meetings. 

In a special seminar on Asia 
nm fcy the IMF yesterday, the 
head of research, Michael 
Mussa, said the Thai problems 
would have been less if the gov- 
ernment had acted earlier. 

“Market confidence in Thai- 


land obviously remains fragile, 
and Lhe effects have spilt over 
into other South-east Asian 
economies. Policies adopted un- 
der duress do not carry the 
same weight with the financial 
markets.” 'Mr Mussa said. 

Speaking at the same semi- 
nar Andrew Sheng, deputy chief 
executive of the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority, defended 
Hong Kong’s adherence to a 
fixed exchange rate even though 
it was Thailand's doomed effort 
to support its exchange rate that 
triggered the crisis in July. 

A large part of the Thai 
problem is the exposure of its 
hanking system to unhedged for- 
eign currency loans taken out by 
private sector companies. The 
reform of the financial sector is 
seen as the main element of the 
rescue package. 


Prism shares crash as 
finance director quits 

Prism Leisure, the computer games group, saw its shares crash 
from 167 jp to 82Jp yesterday after h warned on current-year 
profits and said its finance director was leaving at the end of the 
year. Profits for the year to March would be significantly below 
current expectations, the company said, after the rise in the val- 
ue of sterling hit overseas sales. According to Prism, the depar- 
ture of Robert Skeltoa is unconnected with the profits warning. 
In the first six months, sales in the computer software division 
fell 44 per cent and profits slipped 31 per cent. 

Eurocamp marches ahead 

Eurocamp, the camping holiday specialist, said it expected to 
achieve a solid advance in 1997 compared to the 1996 result, with 
all sections of the group making a valuable contribution. The com- 
pany was confident of making further progress in 1996, it said 
in a trading statement A spokesman said: “As the summer hol- 
idays come to a dose we are able to confirm the indications giv- 
en in our earlier statements of a much improved performance 
from our camping businesses in 1997.” 

Chartwell requests order 

Cbaitwell Internationa] Group, the business services group which 
a week ago suspended dealings in its shares on the Alternative 
Investment Market has petitioned for an administration order, 
the purpose of which is to protect the ongoing business of the 
company. Two administrators have been appointed from Lang- 
ley & Partners. 

DCS buys computer firm 

DCS Group has agreed to buy VHA Computers, a systems house 
supplying services to network and desktop computer users, for 
£4 .5m. funded through cash, loan notes and shares. The latest 
audited accounts show that VHA achieved a pre-tax profit of 
£889,000 on turnover of £9.8rn for the year ended 31 July. Net 
assets at that date stood at £947,000. 
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American concedes BA alliance 
may not get Brussels green light 



American Airlines has 
conceded that its 
alliance with British 
Airways may not get 
approval from the 
European Commission. 
Michael Harrison reports on 
the increasing doubts 
surrounding the 
transatlantic link-up. 


Bob Crandall, chairman of 
American Airlines, has given 
the clearest indication yet that 
it may be forced to walk away 
from its long-delayed alliance 
with BA because of the con- 
cessions demanded by the EC’s 
Competition Commissioner 
Jarel Van MierL 

In a speech to senior airline 
executives on Thursday night, Mr 
Crandall attacked the “busy bu- 
reaucrats of Brussels” and said 
of the threat to block the alliance: 
"It would be a sham e and there 
is no justification for it.” 

He also indicated that in the 
15 months American and BA 
had been waiting for regulatory 
approval they had drawn up de- 


tailed eontinegency plans in the 
event of the alliance not being 
allowed to proceed as planned. 

Mr Crandall said the two air- 
lines bad learnt a lot about one 
another since the alliance was 

fra announced in June last year 

and that they would continue to 
cooperate in future if the link- 
up did not go-ahead. 

His comments, at a dinner 
in the Dorchester Hotel in 
London, arte the closest a se- 
nior executive Grom either air- 
line has come to admitting 
defeat. Mr Crandall angrily 
compared the way other al- 
liances between Luthansa, 
KLM and Sabena and US car- 
riers had been approved with 
the treatment given to BA and 
American by the EC competi- 
tion authorities. “Their ac- 
tivism stands in sharp contrast 
to the quiescence with which 
they accepted alliances in Am- 
sterdam, Frankfurt and Brus- 
sels,” said Mr CrandalL 

The dinner , held to coincide 
with a meeting of the American 
board in London, had been in- 
tended to celebrate the suc- 
cessful launch of the BA alliance. 

But Mr Crandall said BA 


and American could not have 
anticipated the length of the ex- 
amintaion launched by Brussels 
Which Stopped the nlliwira. 
inits tracks. 

Earlier this week Don Carty, 
the American Anfines president, 
warned that it would pull out of 
the merger if Brussels stood by 
its demand that the two airlines 
give up 353 take-off and landing 
slots a week at Heathrow. 

Mr Carty said that the price 
being demanded was not one it 
was prepared to pay. The Office 
of F^ir Hading las said that BA 


and American should relinquish 
168 slots - equivalent to 12 
round trips a day. Mr Carty said 
this was as Car as American 
would go aod then only if it was 
allowed to sell or lease the slots. 

Behind American’s bellicose 
stance lies a degree of frustra- 
tion. It is confident that US reg- 
ulators w3L approve the alliance 
because that will pave the way 
for a wider open skies agreement 
allowing more US airlines access 
to Heathrow. But it is disap- 
pointed that BA has been un- 
able to gam Brussels approval 



At loggerheads: Bob. Crandall (left) and Karel Van Miert 


Senior BA executives were 

more upbeat however, saying 
that Britain's two EC Com- 
missioners, Sir Leon Brittan 
and Neil Kmnock, the Transr 
port Commissioner, supported 
the alliance. It was suggested 
that Mr Vhn Miert, a fanner so- 
cialist prime minister of Bel- 
gium, was making a political 
issue out of the BA- American 
allian ce because he has his 
eyes set on the EU presidency 
when Jacques San ter retires. 

Meanwhile, BA is facing 
the threat of being fined by 
Brussels for anti-competitive 
behaviour following complaints 
lodged by Virgin Atlantic that 
its sales techniques have 
breached the Treaty of Rome. 

Ad EC spokeswoman in 
London denied, however, that 
it had already concluded that 
BA was in violation of article 
86 of the treaty and said hear- : 
ings would take place towards 

the end of October at which BA 
and Vitgin could state their re- 
spective cases. “There is no 
truth in the suggestion that 
the Qxmnisaofl is about to hn- 
posefinesL haw to scru- 
tinise replies and comments.” 












Jeremy Hardie (left) and Richard Handover at tile announcement Phowgfapfi: PhffipWeeqh 


Handover appointed 
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WFfS 
disappointed investors 
with the announcement 
that Richard Handover, 
who has served the 
newsagents to record 
shops group for 32 years, 
is to fill the position of 
chief executive. Magnus 
Grimond reports on the 
latest development at 
the ailing retail group. 

The group had been rudderless 
since June, when Bill Qxkbum, 
the former Post Office chief 
taken on last year to revitalise 
the company, abruptly resigned 
to become managing director 
of British Telecom. 

The appointment of Mr 
Handover drew a mixed reac- 
tion, with some analysts and in- 
vestors saying it smacked of 
desperation after Smith was left 
unable to find an outsider to fill 
the job, despite a high-profile 
recruitment campaign. 

That was reflected in the 
share price, which slipped 6 Jp 
to 368p yesterday. But Jeremy 
Hardie, Smith's chairman, dis- 




action, saying: “This is a longer 
term thing than a couple of 
hours. He [Richard Handover] 
will make a lot of money for tis ' 
over the next few years, of that 
I am sure.” He also acknowl- 
edged no pressure from insti- 
tutional shareholders to speed 
the selection process. "This is 
always a bit of a mystery”, . he 
said, “because if people want to 
express disquiet they can always 
ring me op. I have not been del- 
uged with a barrage of calls.” 

Mr Hardie would not con- 
firm that Stuart Rose, a former 
director of Burton, was ever in 
the running, but said there 
had been three external can- 
didates alongside three from 
within the group. As well as Mr 
Handover, they included Alan 
Giles, managing director of 
the Wateistone’s book chain, 
and John Hancock, head of 
Smith’s US operations. Keith 
Ham mill, finance director, 
pulled out of the running at the 
end of July. The internal can- 
didates had all expressed their 
continuing commitment to the 
business, Mr Hardie said. 

Mr Handoverwas chosen be- 


^ diuse og?hss “exceUenfT retaa 
skills ’ and because he would 
keep up the momentum of 
change started by Mr Codsbum, 
the chairman said. He refused 
to be drawn on how much Mr 
Handover would be paid, oth- 
er than that it would be “relat- 
ed” to that of Mr Cockbum, who 
picked up £254,000 in 1995-96. 

Mr Handover is credited 
with turning round the group's 
newspaper and magazine 
wholesale business. He said 
yesterday his main task was to 
restore “fundamental retail dis- 
ciplines” in the main WH Smith 
Retail operation, including 
picking out the most profitable 
lines, which have turned out to 
be books, magazines and sta- 
tionery, and starting to sell 
them more efficiently and in a 
more exciting way. He said he 
was “completely supportive" 
of the efforts of Beverley Hod- 
son, formerly of Boots and 
Sears, who was appointed to run 
the retail business in May. 

Even so one shareholder, 
who echoed the thoughts of 
many, said yesterday Mr Han- 
dover’s appointment was "a bit 
Of a cop out”. 




hstryour 

tilts, 

fflspend 

feief ... 


^ega$ 

^5.. *’ ■ ’• *■- 

*■ . 


Vv; . ... 

' ' ’ -Mi : . 


Iverson appoints 
right-hand man 


Shares in Laura Ashley rose 3 
per cent yesterday to 54p cm the 
news that David Hoare had 
been appointed as chief oper- 
ating officer. 

Mr Hoare, founder of ihl- 
isman Management, a private 
investment firm, will start work 
immediately and will manage 

the day-to-day operations of the 

company. 

After the rows which fol- 
lowed Ms Ann Iverson’s re- 
muneration Iasi year, Mr 
Hoare, 47, will not receive a 
bones, though he. receives 
undisclosed share options ex- 
cerdsable over five years and 
which are based on share price 
performance.. 

Though the company would 
not specify Mr Hoare’s salary, 
it said that he would be paid 
“significantly less” than Ms 
Iverson, who earns base pay of 
£45tt0OG a year and the finance 
director who earns £325,000. 

Some analysts questioned 
Mr Hoare’s ladk of retailing ex- 
perience. “What (his company 
heeds is management of iron, 
hot unknowns,” said one. 


However, Ms Iverson, who 
has come under shareholder 
pressure after she failed to re- 
juvenate the group's flagging 
fortunes, denied this was an is- 
Tsue: “It’s not a personality con- 
test here. What this business 
needs is someone who can give 
operational support and help 
me turn the business around. 
David will provide a solid foun- 
dation for that.” 

Asked to comment on Mr 
Hoare’s lack of experience in 
retailing, Ms Iverson said: 
‘That is absolutely ideaLT am 
the retailer with over three 
decades of experience. He 
brings operational excellence.” 

Ms Iverson said she hoped 
to appoint a replacement for 
Ba s ha Cohen, who is resigning 
as head of design and buying 
before- the year-end. “We are 

very far ahead on this,” she said. 

Several analysts said that Mr 
Hoare’s appointment would 
take pressure off Ms Iverson. 
“The scale of turning around 
this company was just too big 
for one person,” sald one City 
observer. 
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Fasten your 
seatbelts, 
suspend 
disbelief... 
this is 
La$ Vega$ 


In the trompe Poeif that thinks it’s 
a city, you can spend your days 
buried in a pyramid, your nights 
at the Round Tabfe and spend 
nothing on entertainment. The 
world’s greatest conglomeration 
of light bulbs is an unnatural 
high, as Simon Colder found 
when he checked in to Vegas - 
and checked out of reality. 




imagine. This year, your birthday and 
Christmas have arrived at once. Your par- 
ents have bought the entire stock of the 
local toy shop, invested in an extra set of 
heavy-duty batteries and installed the lot 
in the sunniest place in the world. 

If you think that notion sounds prepos- 
terous, just wait until you see Las \fegas. The 
ludicrous dty takes tourism to its glorious- 
ly illogical conclusion, and invites the world 
to a party as endless as the summer. 

The moment you realise that reality 
eludes this comer of the Nevada desert is 
when, in the midst of a kitsch Arthurian 
concoction called Excafibur, you see a sign 
indicating ‘'Moving Walkway to Luxor". 
The mobile sidewalk wafts you from a cli- 
mate-controlled version erf the English 
Dark Ages to an equally air-conditioned 
epitome of ancient Egypt - residing in a 
hoteLthat-thinfcs-it’s-a-pyramid, protected 
by a vast, grinning Sphinx. 

Luxor is as good a place as any to be- 
gin the vain but hugely enjoyable task of 
living to make sense of Las Vegas. Fbtget 
any traditional notions of citydom - the 
place is really a succession of villages. They 
are strung out along Las Vegas Boulevard, 
a four- lane fury stripped down by every- 
one to the single-syllable “Strip". While 
each village is obsessively individualistic, 
they are all linked spiritually by a passion 
for absurdity. 



The entertainment industry has staked 
many millions of dollars on creating this 
nonsense, and you. the visitor, are the win- 
ner. At other US airports, flights to the dty 
show the final destination as LaS VegaS- 
Yet it is easily the cheapest place in Amer- 
ica, with most of the attractions being com- 
pletely free. You can stroke past the 
Sphinx, wander through the pyramid and 
take the moving walkway back (and for- 
wards a few centuries) to Excalibur, gratis. 
Dinner at the Round Table costs more than 
a couple of groats - but not much more. 
Competition is as fierce as the hear from 
the constant sun. which means that you 
need never pay more than £5 on an all-you- 
can-eat meal Gluttony suits the 20th -cen- 
tury’s biggest monument to conspicuous 
consumption rather well. 

“Please fasten your seatbelts, return 
your tray table to the upright position and 
suspend your disbelief." Even if the stew- 
ardess doesn't say that on the final ap- 
proach to Las Vegas, you will raise your 
credulity threshold anyway when the air- 
craft touches down beside Manhattan. 
Close to the runway, and adjacent to the 
Anglo- Egyptian complex, someone has 
seen fit to build New York New York - a 
hotel so gaudy they named ir twice. Despite 
the collusion of the Statue of Liberty, Em- 
pire State Building and Chrysler Tbwer, you 
can tell you’re not really in the Big Apple 



because a rollercoaster has wrapped its 
scaiy self through and around the coun- 
terfeit conurbation. Besides. Times Square 
and Central Park are protected by the gi- 
ant cefling that squeezes out the sun, cre- 
ating a kind of Center Parcs for wayward 
grown-ups. All the usual dimensional ref- 
erence paints are distorted, and any hope 
of keeping a grasp of the space-lime con- 
tinuum is eliminated by the absence of 
clocks. Like Manhattan, this city never 
sleeps. Bui unlike the real thing, not u sin- 
gle villain is to be seen. You are more like- 
ly to be mugged in a nunnery than in New 
York New York. 

Out again, beneath the ever-beaming 
sun, to investigate that vast green slab aero® 
the road. The MGM Grand is America's 
biggest hotel but in case sheer size isn’t 
enough to draw the crowds, it comes com- 
plete with theme park and monorail Trains 
resembling silvery c naceships nose north- 
wards. whispering past ihe shrieking victims 
of the SkyScreamer - a monumental cross 
between a garden swing and a bungee jump. 

The train crews collect tickets, because 
of course there are none, but they do wear 
badges announcing their name and home 
town. No one, it seems, actually comes from 
Las Vegas. What you're dying to ask of “Bob. 
Boston Mass" and “Sue, Sacramento Cal” 
is why they should choose to leave their roots 
for a bit part in the theatre of the absurd. 



T 
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Maybe they ran away to Circus Circus 
(so glitzy they named it twice?). When the 
sun finally beds down, beyond the moun- 
tains that guard Las Vegas from hostile re- 
ality. you can imagine the frowning 
engineers watching the meters down the 
road at the Hoover Dam. This hydroelec- 
tric facility struggles to supply sufficient pow- 
er for the millions of lighlbulbs that keep 
the dark desert night eternally at bay. 

A good few thousand of them swaddle 
Circus Circus. Unlike the average Big 
Tbp, this circus is in fact a collection of awk- 
wardly angular hotel towers. The hub, 
though, is a genuine and gratuitous circus: 
an arena hemmed in by sideshows. Athletic 
acrobats perform mirades, accompanied by 
musicians whose jaded expressions reveal 
as dear as a coda, the knowledge that there 
is no hope of professional progress after tin- 
kling the fake ivories at Las Vegas. 

As Elvis Presley demonstrated, this is 
the right place to see musicians at the wrong 
end of their careers. Thirty years ago. Step- 
penwolf were born to be wild: this week 
they were judged tame enough to play Las 
Vegas. Nobody makes mischief around 
here, but if they did they might headline 
next Saturday’s gig at the Rio “The Sounds 
of Senility”; like a bridge over troubled 
decades. An Garfunkel will be crooning 
to the converted. 

Continued on page 3 
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This week, the governor of 
California announced he had 
bought 600 army-surplus M16 
automatic weapons for the Los 
Angeles police. The move will 
not necessarily make British 
travellers feel more secure 
about visiting the place. Yet 
more alarming, a story in the 
Los Angeles Times suggests 
that security at the city's 
international airport is less 
than perfect 

Earlier this month, a man 
wanted for making terrorist 
threats was apprehended by 
security staff at an airport 
checkpoint He was trying to 
cany a small arsenal of 
weapons and ammunition on 
to a domestic flight. Yet 
instead of locking him up and 
throwing away the key, as you 
might have expected, the 
culprit simply handed over the 
deadly consignment to police 
and continued his journey. 

It appears that attempting 
to take a gun on to an aircraft 
is a felony only if the weapon 
is loaded - carrying 
amm unition separately 
circumvents federal law. So 
no penalty applies for that. 

But what, you might ask, 
about the small matter of 
being wanted for making 
terrorist threats? Well, be was 
wanted by police in bis home 
slate of Minnesota. When 
their counterparts in Los 
Angeles phoned up to say 
they had got him, Minnesota’s 
finest declined to come and 
fetch him because of the lime 
and expense involved. 

Travellers may be gratified 
to learn that he was finally ' 
apprehended last week, 
without the law having to do 
much detective work. He 
phoned LA police to give 
them his address for the return 
of the weapons. They called 
their chums in Minnesota, who 
picked him up. 

The three-letter code for 
Los Angeles airport suddenly 
seems singularly appropriate: 
LAX. 

It’s changed - by which I mean 
the travel section’s location 
and appearance - hut what 
hasn't is our commitment to 
bring you the best possible 
travel coverage. Something 
else that stays firmly in place is 
our strict “no- freebies" policy 
- the insistence that writers 
pay full price for all trawl 
facilities. 

I welcome your comments 
on the new formal and 
features. You can write to me 
at Travel, The Independent. 1 
Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf. London E14 5DL; 
send a fax to 0171-293 2182; 
e-mail 

t ravelin independent.co.uk. 


Macaroni pies beneath Bertolucci skies 


(fi 



Scotland’s east' coast is climatically 
challenged, despite what some 
residents say. But in autumn it has 
other virtues. Wrap up well, says . 
Fi Qover, and surrender to the 
magnificent pies and skies. 


My mother used to warn people before they 
came to stay in Scotland that “the sands on 
Liman Bay are sometimes so hot that you 
can bum the soles of your feet". Please don't 
use this advice to pack bikinis, high sun fac- 
tors or great big inflatable Li-Los. The re- 
ally important word here is “soi^etime^’.. 
Which you could, in fact, repfece. with 
rarety/octasionally/once, cm 18 August I996. : 

She has a point, though, about haviiqj; 
to advertise her part of the east tib&L The 
long stretch from Edinburgh up to Ab- 
erdeen doesn't have much of a tourist track 
beaten into it - most coaches turn left at 
Edinburgh for Glasgow and the west, or put 
their cruise control on and drive straight up 
Lo the Highlands, which is a shame. Now 
is the best time of year to go east, when the 
leaves on the trees are turning and the air 
fares are falling and you’re expecting it to 
be a bit chilly. Better advice than my 
mother's would be: “Fly to Aberdeen, hire 
a car. and take jumpers." 

The coast itself is a gaunt and straggling 
version of what you may find on the west. 
As you drive out of Aberdeen on the coast 
road, the first thing you notice is a land/sky 
ratio that you get only in deserts, out at sea. 
or Bertolucci films: huge sky, tiny land. 
Stonehaven, the fust town you get to, proud- 
ly boasts that it’s home to the man who made 
the first pneumatic tyre, which is realty 
rather a clever thing to have done. 

Stonehaven is a pretty little harbour town 
with rather a grand central square and the 
kind of quayside that makes you want to take 
arty pictures of lobster nets. The Tolbooth 
is the oldest building in the harbour and was 


built as a store during the construction of 
the local castle, Donnotar, which makes it 
foe original Fortakabin. It now houses a 
restaurant, and while the other pubs around 
the quay are showing an addiction to putting 

any kind of fish in a breadcrumb duffle-coat, 
the Tblbooth is letting It all hang out in a 
Seared Orkney King Scallops kind of way. 

Alternatively, if you just want to 
sit on the quayside and scoffjthen 
visit the butcher in the town square. 

Charles Machardy calls himse lf a 
high-class butcher, and has won 
awards for the last three years. I 
reckon be keeps winning because of 
his macaroni pies: Tbttisapgnqst 
heaped' with macarofi chcRSe^ ’It - 
is a caibobydrateexperience andis 
gooey, creamy and crnnchy. pori’t • 

knock it till you’ve tried It. •• f * ■ •' *• 

Leaving Stonehaven with indi- 
gestion, you can once againcon- 
gratulate Mr Pneumatic Tyre 6n his W.. 
invention as you dimb into your veh- 
ide and head off to Dunnotar Cas- ‘ 
tie. There are signs for ft asyoa leave 
Stonehaven butyoucan’tseeit any- • . 
where. And what kind of a castle is 
that? Then suddenly, as you’re hit- 
ting fourth gear on the coast road, 
there it is, rising out of a dip in the 
ciiffr, a skeletal ruin of brooding, 
ninth-century menace. Its posi- 
tioning is extraordinary; I hope 
whoever designed it got a gold- . 
rimmed certificate from the ninth- 
century equivalent of the 
Architectural Journal. 

Dunnotar has none of the twee, 
turretted prettiness of some of 
Scotland's otber national trea- 
sures. It's where William Wallace burnt the 
entire English Plantagenet army alive in 
1297, and it's where film directors come 
in search of the kind of atmosphere that 
chipboard sets, blue make-up and big bud- 
gets could never give them. Stand and shiv- 


er for a while as you let that pie settle. 

Haif-ao-hour inland, the scenery changes 
dramatically. As you head towards the An- 
gus glens, the land gets smoother and the 
skies get calmer. If you want to “do” a coun- 
try house while in Scotland then Fasque, 
home of the Gladstones, is a good choice. 
This is no Chequers, though while Gladstone 


Aberdeen 

s ;c^ d 

| StomhavenjSjfl 
Tarfede \ 

^\r^fasque\ 



was in office Fasque was his get-away-from- 
it-all ancestral home. Its magnificent first- 
floor drawing-room has a view past the 
treetops of the park, where deer graze. If 
you’re hocky- and I was -you get a personal 
guided tour from Mrs Tbainer. who's in 


charge of the house, and her son Robert. 

Robert knows more about Victorian jel- 
ly moulds than any bpy TVe ever met, and 
fasque has more jeDy moulds than any oth- 
er stately home Fve been to. It also has its 
fair share -of Gladstone memorabilia, from 
the original bag to a table fall of Realty Im- 
portant Messages From Realty Important 
People in their original red leather 
rolls. And if you visit next week- 
end you’re in for a bonus, as Bon- 
ham’s will be taking -over. The 
. auctioneer wifl be hosting what is 
called a “stately attic sale”, with 
treasures from the lofts of four 
stately homes. Fasque among 
1 them. Much of the fumfture not on 

. display in the house srifl be up for 
grabs, from \tp^sHicaxs-longues\o 
entire setsrSf snooker cues. 

But the east coast is really about 
outdoor things: huge gulps of fresh 
air and beautiful views, both of 
which you can get in Glen Esk- My 
mother, when she wasn't nursing 
her burnt feet, used to dress my sis- 
ter and me in matching cagoules 
and take us up Gfen Esk every sum- 
mer. "We used to picnic up by Thrf- 
ade, the furthest point you can drive 
to, where we’d look for adders and 
try to spot salmon in the dear war 
ter in the stream. . 

Doesn’t it sound idyllic? I hat- 
ed it, mainly because of the 
cagoule which, even at the age of 
nine, I knew was a fashion faux 
pas. 1 wouldn’t be the first lady to 
want to travel in style through the 
glen, though: Queen Victoria has 
her own little memorial there. She 
came over the hills from Balmoral on her 
way to the local Invermark Castle, and 
stopped with Albert to drink from a 
spring. The local laird heard about it, and 
to commemorate the event he built a stone 
memorial, the Queen’s Well, which marks 


Stonehaven: 
home to the 
inventor of 
the pneumatic' 
tyre, and the - 
first 

Portakabin 

Photograph: 

Derek ironside 


that thirst-quenching stop. I wonder - 
whether people still do the same thing for; 
the royals; perhaps there’s a Princess 
Margaret vending machine in a sports hall’ 
somewhere bearing the inscription: 
“Madge stopped here and drank a No 2 
with sugar." 

If you’d rather have beach beauty, 
then try my favourite place in the world 
ever, which is Liman Bay (of the scorch- 
ing sands). There’s a castle set back from 
the beach and overlooking the dunes 
which is simply called the Red Castle be- 
cause of its glorious stone. It's a ruin in 
the proper sense - parts of it are still drop- 
ping off on a monthty basis - and there, 
stretched out before it, is Luuan Bay. 

- There are only so many ways you can de- 
scribe a beach and most of them have been 
done before and involve saying sibilant 
things such as “sweeping stretches of sand”. 
But Lunan is more than that - it’s comfy 
jumpeis and bolding hands and dribbling' 
noses, and it’s gorgeous. You can spend an 
afternoon hunting for fossils on the beach, 
or walk up to the Red Castle and place your 
bets on which bit mil fall off next, or just 
lie on the sand looking up at the big, big 
sky and wondering why you didn’t buy more 
macaroni pies. 

Fi Glover paid £77 for a retumJEght on British 
Airways (0345 222111 ); Air UK (0345 
666777] currently sells flights from London 
Stansted to Aberdeen for £54 return, includ- 
ing tax. Avis (0990 900500), Hertz (0990 
996699) and Budget (0541 565656) tent cars 
fromAberdeen carport Fasque is open 1 May- 
30 September, 1 lam-5.30 pm. Dunnotar 
Castle is open all year round. Contact Bon- 
ham's ( 0131-226 3204) for details of the ai- 
de sale, to be held on 27 September. Tolbooth' 
restaurant, Stonehaven: 01569 762287. On 
Monday at 830pm on BBC2, Fi Glover can 
be seen cooking even more exotic fare as the 
culmination of a Thai Cookay course for 'The 
Travel Show'. 
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General Summary and Outlook: 

Today will be a dry, settled day over most of 
the UK. with variable amounts of cloud and 
sunshine at times after the clearance of earty- 
mo ruing fog patches. However, Northern Ire- 
land, south-west Scotland, Cumbria and 
north Wales will stay overcast with occasional 
splashes of rain and some mist over coasts 
and hills. During the afternoon and evening 
this grey damp weather should spread across 
other parts of western Scotland. 
Tomorrow, most of the UK will be dry with a 
mix of clouds and sunshine and mostly light 
winds, although early-morning fog patches 
may be slow to clear. However, west and 
north-west Scotland will stay overcast with 
drizzly rain at times. Monday wall be dry, 
bright and a little warmer, although western 
Britain and Northern Ireland win have some 
showers later. On Tuesday and Wednesday 
most western and northern areas will be 
windy and unsettled, but the fine weather will 
probably linger in the south-east 
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Mandwtar. 

Ncwattk.~ 

Ohco*. 


„7:Q3pm to &45*n 
.7:I3pni to 6:55am 
.7:11pm to &52ara 
..7:13pm to &53ara 
-7:11pm to 6:50am 
.7:21pm to 7:00am 
_7--28pm to 7<f7*n_ 


Tcmwrow 

London 7:01pm to &46am 

Bristol 7:11pm to fe56am 

B im ilmh ani 7:09pm to &53« 

Manchester- 7:10pm to feSSan 

H e wc Mfc 7:08pm to &5Z*n 

Ghito ■ ■ .... 7:19pm to 7riCmi 

Belfast 7:25om to 7;0Sim 



gain: si jnow« sAunty: 
Alexandria C 27 

Aiglets S 29 

Anchorage Sh 13 

Athens F 25 

Auckland C 16 

Bangkok fi 29 

Barcelona S 24 

Belgrade S 21 

Bucharest F 20 

Budapest F 22 

Buenos Aires S 16 

Cairo F 28 


MIDDAY OifT): e^toudy; tfrir, fgjofc hshaqt nurnbt 
thjhunder *prartws da/s figure at local time. 


Caracas F 32 

Cologne F 25 

Copenhagen F 14 

Dhahran F 35 

Faro C 28 

Florence S 26 


Geneva S 21 70 

Hong Kong C 29 84 

Honolulu F 31 68 

Jakarta F 33 91 

Jo'burg . F 20 68 

Kingston C 32 90 

Las Palmas F 26 79 

Lima 6 24 75 

Lisbon S 29 64 

Luxembourg 5 23 73 

Madrid S 25 77 

Manila C 30 86 

Mecca F 41 106 

Mexico City C 23 73 


Milan 

Nairobi 

New Delhi 

Nicosia 

Oslo 


S 26 79 
C 26 79 
S 33 91 
F 28 82 
F 13 55 


Rads ' 

Perth 

Port Stanley 


RhjdeJan 

Rome 

Salzburg 

Singapore 

Strasbourg 

Sydney • 

Tenerife 

Tokyo 

firms 

Venice 

Vienna- . 


S 28- 82 
F -21 .70 
C. 6 43 
•F 22 72 
S 6 43 

S 23 73 

C -23 73 
F 2T 81 
F 21 70 
C 32 90 
S 25 77 
C 16 6T 
F 28 82 
Sb 27 81 
C 25 77 
S 23 73 
S 19 66 


Washington G 29 84 
Zurich - S 20 68 


Yesterday’s ReacKngs 

NOj .Oa 

London Good Good 

S England Good Good 

Wales Good Good 

CErgand Good Good 

NEngland Good Good 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


Outtook for Today 

London Good 

S England Good 

Wales Good 

C England Good 

NEngland Good 

Scotland Good 

N Ireland Good. 


AM HT PM HT 

London f56 7-6 17.10 77 

Umrpod 206102 1428 97 

Awnmorth 1024 MjO 2247 122 . 
Hd (Albert Dock) 905 9S 2L45 &9 

Gwmefc 325- 3JJ 1524 3.7 
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Son rises GrfSnn 
Sunsets 7.*03prn 

Moon rises 9:18pm 
Moon sd* 11:17am 


Last Qraten 23 Sept 



Tomdrniw monrng f2l September) at 5.1 5 am -half an hoar before 
sunrise -the planet Mercury appears about 10 degrees above the 
eastern horfam in tha consteflation Leo. 


Sharp-eyed early risers may already have spotted Mercury low 
on the eastern horizon just before sunrise. This most elusive of 
planets is currently giving us the benefit one of its flitting ap- 
paritions. For just a few days, it rises sufficiently ahead of the 
Son that we have a chance of spotting it before it becomes lost 
in the brightening dawn. The best time to look is about 5.15am 
(BST) in the next couple of mornings- Mercury is in Leo, and 
its bright star Regulus should be a useful marker. After that, the 
next opportunity to see Mercury will be in six months’ time. 
Whether you spot Mercury or not, pre-dawn sky watchers can 
currentty enjoy a preview of Orion and the other magnificent 
constellations which do not adorn the evening sky until the mid- 
dle of winter. 

■ . JacqueSne Mhton 
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48 hours 
in the life 
of Berlin 


You need a break — and a short cut to 
the soul of a city. Starting today. 

The Independent will provide a 
prescription for the perfect weekend 
break. The first target is Berlin, 
where Simon Gilder spends 48 hours. 


Why go now? 

Because middle Europe’s greatest city is cm the 
cusp between the extraordinary and the mere- 
ly mighty. Get there before all the bureaucrats 
arrive from Bonn; while it remains tantalisragly 
schizoid; when the first mists of autumn send 
chills whispering through handsome streets, and 
while you still get close on DM3 to £1. 

Beam down 

British Airways and its affiliates fly from Birm- 
ingham, Gatwick, Heathrow and Manchester; 
call 0345 222111 for timings and fares— a min- 
imum of £151 return (including tax) for travel 
next weekend from Heathrow. T rifthansa (0345 
737747) flies direct only from Heathrow, £151. 

TfegeJ airport is about the only location in 
Berlin that isn't handy for the city's superb rail 
network- if s tucked away in the north-west of 
the city, inconveniently disconnected from the 
U-Bahn and S-Bahn railways. At the airport 
Info-Point (located opposite gate 0, open 5am- 
10.30pm), buy a Welcome Card for £10; this 
gives you 72 hours of unlimited travel through- 
out the city. Climb aboard the bus to Kurt Schu- 
macher-Platz and connect with U-Bahn line 6. 

Get your bearings 

The heart of the city is a buUdingsate. Potsdamer 
Plat z will, in a couple of years, boast a fine ar- 
ray of new buildings. Until then you have a 
choice of centres: in the west, the area around 
Zoo station and Kaiser-WOhelm church; in the 
east, around the Deutsche Dom (literally 
“German Cathedral 9 ). For fun, though, make 
for Prenzlauer Berg in the east. 

Checking in 

The brand-new Adlon (Unter den Linden 77, 
00 49 30 22610). It opened last month and has 
proved wildly popular despite high prices. A 
room, if you can gc* one - you’ll pay £200 for 
a double with breakfast. The agreeably flash In- 
ter-Continental (next to the zooat Budapest er 
Strasse 2, 00 49 30 26020) costs half as much, 
which includes a Prussian-sized breakfast At 
the other end of the scale, the central, cheap 
and cheerful Transit (Hagelberger Strasse 53- 
54. 00 49 30 785 5051) costs only £12 for a bed 
in a dorm, sharing with a sunny (but possibly 
snore-prone) mix of international travellers. 

Take a ride 

Easily the best overview of the city is on the S- 
Bahn from Zoo station to Haupibahnhof. The 
line threads itself sinuously from the brash west 
to the jolly muddle of the east. As it slides 
through Friedrichstrasse station, yon may feel 
a faint shiver to think that this used to be the 
main conduit between East and West. 

Take a hike 

That street again. FHedricbstrassc was never 
the “bustling centre of municipal life” that the 
East German publicity once claimed, but it 
traces an articulate course through the core of 
a once-shattered city, brushing past architec- 
ture at turns palatial and brutal on the journey 
south to the site of Checkpoint Charlie. 
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Kaiser Wilhelm church: the ancient and modem hub of West Berlin Photograph: Peter Scholey/Robert Handing Picture Agency 


Lunch on the run 

Currywurst-a street-comer, spicy saveloy. 

Cultural afternoon 

Fbrget South Kensington; Europe's finest ag- 
glomeration of art is to be found on Museum 
Island, where four collections jostle for atten- 
tion. You really need a fortnight rather than a 
few hours to do them justice, so concentrate 
on the Pergamon Museum.and the breathtak- 
ing 2,000-year-old altar that gave it the name- 


Window shopping 

The Pergamon closes at 5pm; German law 
makes shops shut at 4pm each Saturday. Go 
peer in on the retaOeis of the Kurfurstaodamm. 

An aperitif 

*Dendy thin^ from East and Wisst meet ai^ Wks- 
buhije, a triuuqjhant emporium on Rosa-Lus- 
emburgPlatz. Wash down an ApfeScom (sweet 
liqueur) with weuse beer, and look like a tourist 

Demure dinner 

A stroll along Sredzkistrasse or Knaackstrasse 


will reveal more romantically rustic restaurants 
than you ever thought possible in the former 
capital of the GDR. Eat well, and sleep well 

Sunday morning: go to church 
Like much in Berlin, the Deutsche Dom was 
devastated by Allied bombs. It has just reopened 
as a civic museum, tracing 150 years of Berlin. 

Bracing brunch 

To continue last night's meat’n’alcohol frenzy, 
call in at Zum Padderwirt NTkol aikirch pla tz 
6, any time from 11am. Or tiy ... 


A walk in the park 

Mauerpark, north of the centre, is a gentle 
swathe of green that nuzzles against a stfll-graf- 
fiti-strewn section of the Berlin V&U. No-man’s- 
land has become everyone's playground. 

The kdng on the cake 
The Caf£ Einstein at Kurfitrstenstrasse 58 will 
confirm aD your suspicions about bourgeois life 
in Berlin, helping to reduce the ElTs cream sur- 
plus at the same rate as it increases your waist- 
line. Ten DM (£3 JO) buys a Kaffee und Kitchen 
any time »mril Tain When was that flight home? 


THIS IS LAS VEGAS 


From page I 

A ticket for Art will set you 
back 02, a wiser buy than 
spend ing cash on a timcshare 
in a Deja Vu Show Girl - 
whose company boasts of 
“Hundreds of beautiful girls 
and three ugly ones”. The pro- 
saic address, 3247 Industrial 
Boulevard, emphasises that 
the dollar is the lowest com- 
mon denominator for every 
transaction in Las Vegas. 

Budget travellers have no 
need to splash out on ugly 
gi rl s or ageing angers for en- 
tertainment. Defying the civic 
disdain for clocks, a precise 
timetable of performances is 
scheduled along the Strip. 
Five times a day, Russian 
gymnasts troupe out a jaw- 
dropping routine in which a 
performer perched on a sin- 
gle stilt is catapulted high into 
the dear desert sky to some- 
thing approaching near-earth 
orbit No safety net -Las Ve- 
gas is all about risk. 


Every 90 minutes, Trea- 
sure Island slakes its repu- 
tation on the live “Buccaneer 
Bay Show", in which passers- 
by are invited to watch a pla- 
toon of English pirates 
(complete with cod-Oxford 
accents) do battle with a 
Spanish treasure ship. 

If, by the time the British 
boat sinks and is miraculously 
resurrected, your mind is 
still battling to keep in touch 
with reality, the volcano that 
erupts along the street every 
15 minutes wiO see off the last 
shred of sense. 

Hallucinogenic drugs arc 
expensive, illegal and danger- 
ous. Las Vegas is none of the 
above, but has roughly the 
same effect. Oh - and if you 
wish, you can also gamble. 

Simon Calderpaid £432 return 
on United Airlines to Las 
Vegas vuz Washington, booked 
through Quest Worldwide 
(0181-546 6000). 


WEDDINGS IN PARADISE? 



If you are not married when 
you arrive in Las Vegas, you 
could well be by the time you 
leave. The Las Vegas home 
page on the Internet lists 47 
wedding chapels, from A 
Precious Moment to the Wee 
Kirk o' the Heather. 

The Commissioner of 
Civil Marriages offers instant 
nuptials for $70 (including the 
licence), but for something 
more sophisticated you will 
need to shop around - and 
must expect to pay for ro- 
mantic touches such as being 
married by an Elvis imper- 
sonator or aboard a hot-air 
balloon. 

Ken Burleson, manager of 
the Chapel of Love, issues the 
following advice to prospec- 
tive partners: 

“Dear Bride and Groom. 


When I shop I like to know 
the total charges. So, I'd like 
to let you know up front ex- 
actly what additional charges 
there will be when you get 
married in Las Vegas. 

“Licence fee $35 - the only 
place you can get a marriage 
licence is at the Clark County 
Courthouse. Cash payment is 
required. 

“Minister's gratuity - the 
ministers in Las Vegas are not 
employees of the chapel He 
will give you an envelope at 
the end of the ceremony. 
Suggested gratuity $25 and up. 

“Limousine driver's lip - 
it is customary to tip the 
lima driver in Las Vegas, 
around $20 if the service is 
good. 

“Sales tax - package 
prices do not include Nevada 
Sales Tax." 
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4/SKIING 


Eurostar’s 
piste de 
resistance 


A big grey train ride, the longest 
you can take from Britain, begins 
this winter. Eurostar’s link to the 
Alps aims to tempt skiers from 
the skies. Stephen Wood reports on 
the route of the future. 


Rcgine Tele will be busy on 13 December. 
Apart from all the usual Saturday transfers 
that her company. Autocars Martin, runs 
to more than a dozen ski resorts, it will also 
send a fleet of coaches to Moutiers and 
Bourg St Maurice railway stations in the 
late afternoon: the first direct Eurostar ser- 
vice from London to the French Alps be- 
gins that day. Leaving Waterloo at 8.57am, 
the train arrives at Moutiers at 5.41pm and 
Bourg St Maurice at 6.27pm. The coaches 
will offer the Eurostar passengers (678 of 
them, if the train is full) transport to resorts 
such as Val d'lsere and Val There os. 

At Autocars Martin, they are keeping 
calm about how full their coaches could be. 
Tour operators will probably organise 
transfers to the major destinations, leav- 
ing Rcgine Tele’s company to pick up the 
bits and pieces- independent travellers and 
skiers heading for smaller resorts such as 
Pralognan-la-Vanoise and La Rosi&re. But 
at those resorts they are far from calm. Hit 
by the decline in the local skiing market, 
many small French resorts have formed a 
marketing organisation, Club Montague, 
and the members in the Rhdne-Alpes re- 
gion are excited about the custom that 
Eurostar will deliver to their doorstep. 

Just listen to Jean-Picne Jouneau in La 
Rosidre’s marketing department “The 
Eurostar will radically change the skiing 
business in this area," he says. “Because they 
have to organise long transfers from the air- 
ports, British tour operators have always 
concentrated on taking their clients to just 
a few, big resorts - it’s simpler for them. 




But now British skiers can travel inde- 
pendently on the train, and have the free- 
dom to go wherever they wanL And of 
course they would rather go to small ski- 
ing villages than to huge, industrial resorts.” 
Jouneau is optimistic enough to expect busi- 
ness with British skiers to double this year, 
thanks partly to the two independent op- 
erators, Harmibals and Ski Esprit, who are 
joining Ema Low and Ski Olympic in of- 
fering trips to La Rosfere this season. 

But at this end of the railway line, the 
new service seems to be causing less ex- 
citement. Eurostar's schedule is a toe-in- 
the-water job, with just one service a week 
in each direction. Since both run on Sat- 
urday, and the journey takes eight hours, 
two different trains have to be used -with 
the absurd consequence that the one 
which arrives in Bouig St Maurice then has 
to go back without passengers to Paris, to 


resume its weekday job on the Londoo-Paris 
sendee. Eurostar says it is contemplating 
running more trains, but not this season. 

The company's pricing has been tenta- 
tive. , too.- When the service was announced 
in the spring, the “standard class " fare was 
to be £199 return; when Euro6tar finally set 
its prices at the beginning of this month, 
two lower, “promotional" fares bad been 
added. From 3 to 24 January, £199 wiD buy 
a first-class return: in standard class, the 
fare is £129. During the rest of the season 
(which ends with the inbound train on 25 
April), the standard-class fare will be 
£149. The promotional feres are, howev- 
er, “subject to availability and conditions”: 
if Eurostar can sell seats at the £199 price, 
for a fully flexible ticket, it will do so. 

Quite why the feres were not finalised 
until this month is a mystery, although Eu- 
rostar says that arrangements with its rail- 


way partners and government agencies took 
longer than expected. How well the tick- 
ets are selling remains a mystery, too: Eu- 
rostar said last week that it did not yet have 
any sales figures, which - with a comput- 
erised booking system - seems rather 
surprising. 

Bat the big tour operators are dearly 
treating the train as a niche product - be- 
cause for them, it is. Figures from Inghams 
earlier this week showed that a mere 0.2 
per cent of its bookings are on Eurostar, 
a spokesman for another of the “big snT 
operator admitted that the service was “not 
selling as well as we had hoped”. The dan- 
ger is that, for them, the Eurostar may be 
more trouble than it is worth. Tree, the pre- 
view trip to Bourg St Maurice last March 
for tour operators and journalists was 
misleading— half-empty carriages and ex- 
ceptional hospitality did induce a eupho- 


Eurostar as youVe never 
seen it before — take the 
Ttirmel to the Alps 


ria one does not normally associate with 
travel to a ski resort. And yes, eight hours 
is a long time to spend on a train, although 
with a book; a \felkman and a window seat, 
it is infinitely preferable to queuing, haul- 
ingskis and polluting the upper atmosphere 
with aviation fuel. 

Certainly, it wotdd be better if the trains 
ran at night, but with' the cancellation of 
the “Euro-sleeper” contract in July, there 
are no sleeping cars which comply with 
Channel Thnnel fire regulations - and, any- 
way, high-speed tracks in France take 
sudi a po unding that they are dosed at night 

for maintenance: 

Nevertheless, the convenience and sim- 
plicity of the Eurostar service are seduc- 
tive. You dump your skis in the train's 
luggage compartment at ^foterioo and don’t 
see them a gain until you are in the Alps - 
without, as Eurostar points out, baying to 


pay the fee of at least £12 that tour opera- 
tors demand to guarantee your skis’ tran- 
sit by plane. Resort reps will travel on the 
train to offer advice, band out piste maps 
and issue lift passes. And with the Eurostar’s 
new feres, the train can compete on price 
with charter flights. 

And at the other end, you can forget 
those long airport transfers. At Bourg St 
Maurice station you have only to change 
platforms to catch the funicular railway up . 
to Les Arcs 1600, and Autocars Martin will 
run you up the dozen kilometres to La 
Rosi&re. Or, better still, you could take a 
taxi to explore the small village resorts such 
as Peisey, Pralognan and St Francois -they 
will be hoping that, despite the Eurostar’s 
tentative start, the Good Skiing Guide is 
right in its prediction that within five 
years, 50 per cent of skiers travelling to the 
area will go by train. 
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Bruges is more alive than ever] This beautiful 
medieval city is filled with cultural events, 
historical squares, &top restaurants and pubs. 
Choose from 1 3 charming 3 or 4 star hotels 
in our '97 Bruges brochure. 
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A SPECIAL 
PLACE 


CAPE TRAVEL is a small specialist tour 
operator with a big reputation and years of 
experience in arranging quality programmes 
for individual travelers in me Indian Ocean 

Cal! the specialists now for details of an cut- 
of-’he-ordinary experience in this special 
place 

THE CAPE TRAVEL CO. LTD. 

0181 943 4067 (Fax 0181 943 4086) 
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French 

without 


tears 

In response to 
competition from the 
US, French sld resorts 
are concentrating on 
flexibility and child- 
friendliness. Cathy Packs 
checks out the new 
developments. 


Whereas the British head in 
their millions to France for 
summer holidays, there has 
been far less enthusiasm in re- 
cent years for skiers to choose 
the resorts of the French Alps. 
Odd. this, when you consider 
that France offers arguably 
the best skiing in Europe. 

Most complaints about 
France seem to revolve around 
the lack of charm in many of 
the resorts. Many offer rooms 
which the modem tourist re- 
gards as too small; most hotels 
and apartment buildings were 
purpose-built, with often ghast- 
ly architecture out of keeping 
with the mountain terrain; and 
there is a lack of ambience in 
comparison with resorts in 
Switzerland and Austria. The 
apr&s-ski has also been seen as 
poor, and often overpriced. 

However, the weekly Eu- 
rostar train from Waterloo 
straight into tbe resorts (see op- 
posite), the feet that the pound 
is still worth dose to 10 francs, 
and upgraded accommodation, 
have made this the year to think 
about returning to France - 
particularly since skiing ap- 
pears to be less popular among 
the French themselves. The 
great variety of terrain means ; 
a choice of resorts a tall prices, 
and many UK tour operators 
are starting to offer trips to the 
smaller resorts as weD as to the 
larger, better-known ones. 

Each ski area in France cov- 
ers a different mountain range; 
the Alps, which divide into the 
Rhone Alps and tbe southern 
Alps; the Pyrenees; the Massif 
Central; the Jura; aDd the \fos- 
ges. There are dahned to be 400 
resorts grouped together in 25 
interlinked ski areas, which have 
4,000 lifts serving 6,000 pistes. 

It is now easy to put together 
an independent siding trip, but 
a browse through die brochures 
gives an idea of market trends. 
Tbe emphasis is on flexibility, 
better accommodation and new 
resorts, with increased attention 


France. TWenty-seven French 
resorts are offering free 
accommodation for a week to 
childr en under 10 accompanied 
by two paying adults, for the 
week over Christmas and for 
three weeks immediately after 
New Year. Destinations in- 
clude chic Megfeve, and the 
modem resort of Les Arcs. 

Most operators have special 
programmes for children. Mark 
Warner is continuing die chB- 
dreo’s ski school established in 
La Plague last year, and is ex- 
tending it next season to 'Vfel 
dTsfere. Children aged three to 
12 can have full- or half-day in- 
struction from English-speak- 
ing instructors. Ski Esprit, 
which operates in some of the 
bigger resorts, is this year in- 
troducing snow rangers - qual- 
ified childminders who pick 
children up from sld school and 
supervise their lunch and af- 
ternoon activities, until parents 
collect them at 5pm. Eight-to- 
1 3-year-olds can go to the Co- 
coa Qnb, giving adnhs a chance 
to have dinner on their own. But 
none of these facilities is free; 
a cheaper option might be to 
leave the children at home. 

But should you choose to 
leave the nanny at home, you 
can hire one through Powder 
Byrne, to meet you in the UK 
before departure and be avail- 
able throughout your trip. 

Foreign competition is in- 
tense, so resorts cannot afford 
to stand srilL Many French re- 
sorts have upgraded their lifts 
to reduce queues. Courchevel, 
though, is concentrating on 
promoting its overnight piste- 
grooming and giving skiers 
better daily information about 
weather conditions and the 
state of the pistes; this service 
has been an offer for some time 
in American ski areas, and re- 
flects concern among French 
resorts about the number of 
skiers who are finding the 
Rockies as accessible and af- 
fordable as the Alps. 

Accommodation in France 
has also been found wanting by 
skiers who have been to the US. 
This year Mark Whrner is 
patting an emphasis on 
“Chfllethotels",with a chalet at- 
mosphere, the extra sophisti- 
cation of an i la carte 
restaurant, and a bar -so hol- 
iday-makers can escaj>e stan- 
dard fere from chalet girls who 
turn out not to be cordon blen 



French resorts hope to stem the slide Photograph: Robert Harding Picture Agency 


needs of children, 
ile most operators con- 
;o use weekend charter 
, Powder Byrne’s clients 
: scheduled flights on any 
tbe week to the airports 
n and Geneva. Alterna- 
te company wiQ supply 
icketsfor those wanting 
e to the mountains, and 
chateau hotels -for 
ghl stops along the way. 
: theme of flexibility is 
jp by White Roc, which 
le link between Swissair 
i Belgian airline Sabena 
te regional flights from 
iw. Edinburgh and New- 
ia Brussels into Geneva. 
: of the best offers for 
s with small children 
through Rhdne-AJpes 
■n and the Maison de la 


cooks. And Ema Low has tak- 
en over the apartment agency 
Pierre & \fecances, which 
means a chance to take ad- 
vantage of local produce, or to 
try out resort restaurants. 

The variety of resorts in 
France is one of the main sell- 
ing-points for skiers, and this 
is particularly relevant for peo- 
ple skiing in groups of mixed 
ability. Most big resorts haveso 
many different slopes that be- 
ginners will find something 
they can cope with, and those 
looking for advanced mogul 
fields wiH never get bored. 

The Hois \hfl£es - which in 
feet consists of four vaDeys- is 
the most popular area in 
Ranee, and takes m foe resorts 
of M&ribd, Courchevel, Vhl 
Thorens and Les Menuires. 


Courchevel itself is really four 
resorts, ranging between the 
chic ami expensive Courchev- 
el 1850 to the downmarket Le 
Praz. The whole thing is linked 
by a system of 200 lifts, which 
spill outsiders on to 600km of 
slopes. 

Most of the big operators of- 
fer hohda^ in the TroisVaMes, 
and Meriski is one of the spe- 
cialists. Its newest acquisition, 
the Lodge at Buigm, is adver- 
tised as a combination of small 
hotel and chalet This year, for 
the first time, Meriski is ven- 
turing away from MferibeL The 
company has expanded into 
Courchevel and \4l dTsfere, of- 
fering a collection of alpine ho- 
tels. The emphasis here is on 
charm and authenticity. 


Fortes du Soleil is a con- 
glomeration of 13 resorts, of 
which the best known and 
most popular is Avoriaz. Tbe 
drawback to this whole area is - 
that it is not as high as many 
others, so the snow conditions 
are less reliable. Moraine, 
which is part of the complex, 
is offering floodlit ni gh t-skiing 
next season, which, if weather 
conditions permit, is a good 
way of prolonging the amount 
of skiing time in a short holi- 
day, assuming you have the 
stamina. 

The biggest trend of the 
winter, though, abetted by Eu- 
rostar, is an expansion of the 
repertoire of resorts. Thomson, 
for example, is going to Pra 
Loup for the first time, while 


specialist operators are focus- 
ing on the smaller resorts. La 
Rosifere, with its gentle slopes, 
most of which are above the 
tree line, is served by Erna Low, 
and this year for the first time 
by Ski E sprit. As Stephen 
Wood suggests opposite, tbe 
new Eurostar sendee could 
change tbe focus of skiing away 

from the larger resorts and to- 
wards the viUagey France that 
most of us want to visit. 
Snowfile 

Ema Low: 0171-584 2841 
Maison de la France/Rhdne 
Alpes Tourism* : 0891 244123 
Mark Warner 0171-393 3168 
Powder Byrne. : 0181-871 3300 
Ski Esprit: 01252 616789 
Thomson: 0990 329 329 
While Roc : 0171-792 11S8 


PLAN YOUR GARDEN 

4RHS 

Encyclopedias 
for 

£ 4.99 each 

SAVE 

£140 
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LOW ROAD 


Ry with Easyjet from Luron to Nice 
(£98 return) then take the train via 
Marseilles to BHan^on. Stock up 
there on local produce, which you 
can turn into a meal at your 
destination. You reach the resort of 
Serre-Chevalier by gondola (the skt- 
Rft variety not the Venetian type). 
Make your way to the youth hostel 


HIGH ROAD 


Take a business dass flight to 
Geneva on Swissair (0171-4347300) 
for £437 return, and hall a Gmousine 
to take you the 80km to Megfeve. 
The 16th-century cowshed known 
as Les Fermes de Marie (00 33 4 50 
93 03. KJ) may not seem like the 
most enticing of accommodation, 
but has been so luxuriously 


(bookable by the week. 00 33 4 92 
24 74 54). It’s basic but cosy, and 
has cooking facilities. The choice of 
cafes and bars is small, so you may 
wish you had picked up a couple of 
bottles of vbi de pays. Otherwise, 
after a day on the piste, treat 
yourself to a vin dwud at Jacques A. 
or a few brandies at le Grand AJpe. 


converted that you will find it hard 
to drag yourself out into the snow. 
A superior room costs around 
£250 per night Take cocktails at 
the Alpette. reached by a sled from 
the top of the cable car. and then 
have dinner at the former 
Rothschild home, the Chalet du 
Mont dArbols (00 33 4 50 21 25 03)'. 





Two on a slippery slope 


Learning to ski in a week may sound 
impossible, but Helen and Peter 
Rodriguez tried it — and lived to tell 
the tale. 


They seemed a nice enough couple. Then the 
verbal avalanche began. Before I could slalom 
away I was deluged with the Joys of powder 
snow - “better than sex” - and the beauty of 
the \fel tflsfere: “I can't believe you’ve never 
been". Yawn. Tfoo weeks later, against our bet- 
ter judgement, my husband and 1 were booked 
on to a leam-to-slti week at La Plagne in 
France. Decked out head to toe in C&A, we 
laid bets on who’d break a leg first. 

After picking up our hired skis and boots, 
we trudged off for our first lesson with tbe ski 
school Otygfene, nrn by brothers Bertrand and 
Pierre de MonvaHier.Their aim is to impart 
a love of the sport. Did they succeed? 

Helen’s diary 

Day one. and Peter was already looking grim. 
It wasn’t tbe prospect of skiing; h was the sight 
of the male ski instructors, clearly hand-picked 
for their looks as well as their skills. L on the 
other hand, had no complaints. 

Stereotypes were shattered when tbe most 
handsome and French looking of tbe bunch 
opened his mouth; “All right mate?” He was 
a Brit, from Norfolk. Quel dommage. 

Six of us were taken to the nursery slopes 
by Olivier, whose first task was to teach us the 
most important lesson of all: bow to stop. 

“Crazy,” the rest of us muttered jealously 
as two-year-olds overtook us on the nursery 
slopes. Then we learned the difficult business 
of turning. Stick a hq> out. put 
the weight on one leg. then 
the other. It could have been 
the hokey cokey. Olivier was 
not impressed. “No. no. no, 
you save that for ze deesco.” 

Day two, and having mas- 
tered turns and stops Peter 
and I were promoted to 
fetrick Gcstolfs class. Patrick 
used to be in the French na- 
tional slalom team and he had 
high hopes for us. Suddenly 
we found ourselves on green 
and Hue runs with real skiers. 

Just as suddenly 1 forgot how 
to turn and stop, and had a 
crisis of confidence as snow- 
boarders whizzed past me. 

Now I know why instructors 
call beginners jambon. My 
legs were soon so bruised, 
they looked like hams. 

Day three, and every- 
thing was starting to dick. As 
our group of six whooshed along Patrick kept 
saying: “I amso happee” at the sight of us trail- 
ing competently behind him. Never before bad 
I felt so elated; 1 never dreamed I would be 
able to ski after just three days. I could just 
see myself on Ski Sunday. Just before lunch 
Patrick rewarded us by taking us to a moun- 
tain caffe for wine and panoramic views. It was 
only as we left that we realised why. A horri- 
bly steep red run awaited us - sheer ice, and 
no way to get down apart from Dutch courage. 
Another crisis of confidence struck as fear re- 
duced my legs to jelly. “Turn, Hfelene, turn, 
turn, turn,” he repeated, as I stood rooted to 
the spot before falling all the way down. Whose 
idea was this holiday? 

But my most spectacular foil was that night, 
en mule to a restaurant. Without skis I per- 
formed a surprise triple salko followed by a 
double toe loop before landing on my nose. 
My companions awarded me a Torvill and 
Dean six out of six. 

Day four saw me back on the green slopes 
before class trying to recover confidence and 
practise technique. For the first time we were 
going to ski with poles. 


By the afternoon, fatigue had left me lag- 
ging behind the rest of the group. 1 kepi falling 
over, and Patrick look pity on me. For the fi- 
nal half hour I grabbed on to his waist for dear 
life - at least, that’s what I told my husband 
- as he guided me down the mountain. 

Day five, the best day yet. I sped ahead, per- 
fecting my now pantile! turns, and even at- 
tempted the “Hollywood” slalom - an Ley, sleep 
racetrack with poles you are meant to whip 
around but more often than not demolish. 

Thin mountain tracks no longer filled me 
with dread, as I kept my eyes ahead and not 
on my skis. After one impressive manoeuvre 
(ie, 1 didn't fall over) Patrick awarded me his 
sld instructor's medal and insisted I lead the 
group. I promptly fell over again. 

Day six - the last day, and the whole group 
was already p lanning their next trip. Tired but 
elated, we all bugged Patrick like an old, dear 
friend, embarrassing him with our heartfelt 
thanks. Now, can I bore you with the joys of 
powder snow? Or what about that time I ... 

Peter’s diary 

How could 1 have ever agreed to this? 
Hurtling down a mountain on two planks of 
wood, for fun. 1 must be mad. 

The massive queue at the check-in at 
Gatwick didn't do much for my morale, either, 
but there was certainly a buzz amongst the 
group of traveller dressed in what looked like 
outrageously bright shell suits. 

The hotel, when we finally arrived, was not 
at all as pretentious as I had feared. I was soon 
swept into conversation, and had a drink in 
my hand before you could say “bottoms up". 

On the first day of lessons most of us men 
huddled together- huddling in fear of our new 
instructors, who we thought 
would have us in agony, 
crashing down the slopes of 
the Kinder run at breakneck 
speed. But the Fust day was 
relaxed and remarkably easy, 
as we rolled about in the 
snow. They soon had me 
branded as a nutter: no soon- 
er had I pul on skis than I 
took out one of the instruc- 
tors: we both crashed to the 
ground in a flurry of scything 
skis and loud grunts. 

The next couple of days 
went by in a white fluny as 
we exhausted every ounce of 
strength. The instructors 
carefully helped us through 
our morning warm-ups, en- 
suring that the lessons of the 
previous day were reinforced 
before inflicting upon us a 
new day’s rituals. At lunch, 
our group, which had formed 
some sort of bond (probably because as we fell 
our respective Velcro straps stuck together) 
would limp to a cafe for lunch -more often than 
not an orgy of cheese, elbows and beer. 

Then back on to the drag lift (a pole with 
a button on the end, on which to rest your bot- 
tom as you are dragged up the mountain). This, 
for an ungainly male like myself, can test a 
man's masculinity to the max. By the fourth 
day our instructor had dubbed us “the heli- 
copters” owing to the way we held our ski poles 
and thrashed the air. Somehow, though, 
Patrick, our ever-vigflant instructor, retained 
his faith in our ability to leam. And aftenhree 
days of falling over we were suddenly liberat- 
ed. sailing downhill on wings of carbon-rein- 
forced plastic. Our hearts pounded as we sped 
down in a rush of adrenaline and laughter. 

One week at the Hotel Christina at La Plagne 
centre costs £504. indushe of breakfast, high tea 
and dinner with nine. The " learn to ski" week 
operates throughout the season in La Plagne. 
Included arc six full days of lessons, ski and boot 
hire, and one-week lift pass. Total: £250 {for de- 
ntils. call Mark Warner on 0171-393 3168). 


SKI TIPS 

Every week a simple 
tip to improve your 
skiing, from Chris Exalt f, 
instructor/winter 
sport consultant. 

It’s better to spend more 
rime doing well on easier 
slopes than badly on 
more difficult ones. 
Practice a range of 
techniques on runs which 
are within your ability 
before you try them on 
more challenging runs. 




One qf 
Can fly free 


Not only do our oil-inclusive holidays offer ail meals, sports & tuition, children's 
clubs and entertainment, but on certain dates in September and October, 
two people can fly for the pgee of one from London to selected Club Med 
destinations in Ibiza, Turkey, Sicily and Greece. A saving of up to £257. 
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RESERVATIONS: 0171-581 1161 BROCHURE REQUEST: 0145S 852 202 
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Costumed Interpreters are 
bringing the past alive in 
museums all over the country. 
Helen Chappell reports on history’s 
fresh plan of attack. 

We live in interesting times. This summer, 
terrifying violence has broken out in the 
streets of Stirling in Scotland, where mil- 
itant nationalists in leather and plaid have 
been cla shin g with British soldiers. Ex- 
plosions and gunfire have stunned innocent 
onlookers at Bath, BoLsover and Battle 
Abbey. These are high old times, in fact, 
for costumed re-enactors- that strange new 
breed of weekend hobbyists and Equity card 
performers with a missionary zeal to “bring 
history alive” at castles, museums and her- 
itage sites across the country. Their armies 
have been slugging it out in Scotland to 
mark the 700th anniversary of Willace’s vic- 
tory at Stirling Bridge, and defending 
Fishguard against Napoleonic soldiers in- 
vading Whies for the first time since 1797. 

But any weekend of the year you will 
find them at it somewhere off the motor- 
way: Norman weddings, Jacobean stand- 
up comics. Regency duellists, and Viking 
encampments with authentic displays of bot- 
tom-scratching. Museums and historic 
houses, too, teem with the living dead. Dry- 
as-dust guidebooks and tour guides reel- 
ing off dates are no Longer enough for us, 
it seems. We want to shake hands with our 
ancestors, and experience for ourselves the 
look, the sounds and the smells. 

Now the make-believe battles of the 
weekend warriors have sparked off an in- 
tellectual feud. Bad-tempered articles in 
museum journals question the historical ac- 
curacy and educational value of costumed 
events. Sir Nicholas Goodison, chairman 
of the National Art Collections Fund, has 
launched an attack on curators who “ob- 
scure the importance” of the objects in their 
care “with interpretative, theme park ... 
displays”. It is not the job of heritage sites 
and museums, he fumes, to b ape Madame 
Tussauds or Disneyland”. Are costumed in- 
terpreters swearing it out in their replica 
corsets doing more harm than good? 

Not according to Justin Hall alias Sir 
Justin de Frau of Lion Ram pant, a medieval 
re-enactment society. 

“Our weapons, costumes, music and 
dances are as accurate as possible," he says. 
“We learn to fight properly in our tourna- 
ments and combats - we get gasps from the 
crowd." Mr Hall an ex-soldier, now a cus- 



Cavaliers, cads and codpieces 


toms officer, admits to a strong romantic 
streak, however. “I believe we all do it be- 
cause we're reincarnated medieval knights. 
I have a burning passion for the era. I love 
ail the dressing up and living in a time 
warp.” A fellow medieval Suzy Ashby, in- 
sists that the audience loves it too. “People 
ask us all sorts of questions: Is it hot in that 
armour? How do you go to die loo? They 
get completely carried away by the fight- 
ing, screaming and cheering us on.” 

It may be fun, but is it educational? 
Howard Giles, head of special events at 
En glish Heritage, which puts on most of 
the big UK re-enactments, thinks so. 
“Some critics will always cry pastiche and 
call it plastic history," be says. “But we won’t 
tolerate cavaliers smoking cigarettes, or 
Viking chieftains with cans of Coke." 

The huge surge in popularity of these 
alfresco costumed events surprises even 
their organisers. “It’s quite amazing.” says 
Howard Giles. “There are more than 400 
groups out there reviving every era, from 
Romans to the Second World War.” When 
English Heritage tried out such events in 


A FUTURE DIARY FOR PAST EVENTS 


Sundays, 12 October and 2, 9,16, 23, 
30 November, Edinburgh Castle: An 
afternoon of living history and drama. 
Meet Sir Obiter Scott, Deacon Brodie, 
and body-snatchers Burke and Hare, 
who re-create events of the past Starts 
lpm (details, 0131-668 8830/868 6). 

Saturday-Sunday, 20-21 September, 
Bobover Casde, Derbyshire: Redcoat 
festival celebrates the soldiers’ history, 
including re-enacted battles ofNaseby, 
1645; CuHoden, 1746; and Waterloo, 
1815. Phis living history encampments. 
From noon (01246 823349). 

Saturdayt-Sunday; 11-12 October, 
Framfingham, Suffolk: Songs and 
Surgery- 17th-century doctors demon- 
strate gory cures for CSvil War wounds 
and Alnesses, while their patients are 


soothed by music of die rime. From 
noon (01728 724189). 

Friday 4 to Monday 7 December, 
Bishop^ Old Palace, Lincoln: A 

medieval Christmas with costumed 
carols, games, song and dance. Yule- 
ride pagan rituals investigated. 10- 
4pm (01522 527468).- 

Saturday-Sunday, 6-7 December, 
Queenh House, Greenwich, London 
SEI0: A Stuart-era frost fair re-creat- 
ed - come and see King Cbades II and 
take part in his revels, inducting a court 
fmwq iif.j Hanre-s carols and the mak- 
ing of festive treats and decorations 
(0181-858 4422). 

NB Most outdoor re-enactments finish 
in earfy October. 


1985 (with just three venues) there was an 
instant rise in visitors and membership, lb- 
day it holds 600 costumed events a year all 
over England (Scotland does its own), rang- 
ing from a couple of minstrels strumming 
lutes, to this summer’s staging of 2,000 years 
of military history at Kirby Hall in North- 
amptonshire, with a cast of thousands and 
a budget of £30,000 plus. Though it pays 
only expenses to its amateur groups, the an- 
nual events budget has risen to £750,000. 

Costume re-enactors started in the US 
in the early Sixties with a handful of 18th- 
century redcoat soldiers at Williamsburg 
and the Plymouth Plantation in Virginia. 
They first took hold in Britain with the 
founding of (he Sealed Knot dvil war so- 
ciety in 1968.’ Now almost every nation in 
Europe has got the dresang-up bug and cos- 
tumed armies travel to each other's coun- 
try to fight a friendly battle or two. -English 
Heritage has not been alone in seeing the 
money^pnmiDg potential of this passion for 
the past A bizarre new occupation - the 
paid, costumed interpreter — has also ar- 
rived. Some are ex-schoolteachers and aca^ 


Weekend warriors: groups 
such as Sealed Knott bring 
the past alive In realistic 
battle re -enac t ments 

Rwtograpfo 
Peter MacDermid 


some are resting actors; many have 
attended a “heritage interpretation" course. 

Most weekends, James Aroott can be 
spotted dressed as a Georgian courtier, 
strolling languidly in the garden or great 
hall of a stately home. He has a postgrad- 
uate diploma in heritage interpretation and 
a lofty disdain for some of the amateur el- 
ement in his line of work. “We’ve had com- 
puter programmers in historic uniform 
bashing each other over the head for 

some time,” he says, “but Tm trying to give 

the public a more dose-up, hands-on ex- 
perience.” Inside Marble H31 House in west 

London, for example, Mr Aroott and his 
company Beaux Stratagems bold a lady's 
lev£e (with corset-ladng demonstration), 
ring baroque songs, and take tea with ex- 
quisite gentility. James has worked at Dis- 
neyland in Fkmda, aod has no rime for such 

a “Mary Poppins meets My Fair Lady" ap- 
proach to history. “Tm pernickety about de- 
tails; aH our costumes are copied from 
paintings of the day ... There’s realty no 
excuse for getting it wrong. AD the evidence 

is there in the diaries, prints and plays of 

the lime.” His greatest frustration is the dli- 

tist attitude of heritage curators in the Sir 
Nicholas Goodison mould. “Some of them 
think you’ll take the place over, cause a vis- 
itor blockage ... We try to get them on our 
side -ask for their help and ideas, and use 
their expert knowledge in our presentation. 
Often their remit is to preserve a house in 
aspic. Onr audiences say we bring it alive.” 

Academics and puritans may sneer, but 
the time-warp bandwagon rolls on regard- 
less. Even the conservative National Thist 
has now begun to stage costumed events, 
such as the 18th-century pleasure garden 
“revels" this August at Studley Royal 
water gardens, in Yor kshir e. Of the major 
London museums, only the British Mus- 
eum and V&A are stiO holding out against 
Roman soldiers or Victorian flower-sellers 
popping up in their galleries. “The public 
doesn’t give a toss whether we put profes- 
sorial actors, amateurs or academics inside 
the costumes," says Lix Denton, of the In- 
terpretation Unit at the Museum of Lon- 
don, “as long as they have done their 
homework. There’s still a lot of snobbery 
which says that museums are only there for 
scholarly research. We’re not frying to turn 
the place into a theme park. We believe our 
costumed actors help to demystify history 
far families and school parties - giving them 
solid information in a positive, fun way.” 

■ Like it or not, the costumed ghost from 
the past has a bright future. 
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I came back from my Saga 
holiday two weeks older and 
ten years younger... 
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. . . Wherever your holiday takes you. Saga takes care of ail the 
details, so you can have the time of your life. 

Service, quality and unbeatable value are just some of the 
hallmarks. So, whether it’s a hotel stay, coach tour or cruise, our friendly 
staff, carefully chosen accommodation and well-planned 
itineraries ensure you enjoy a well-earned break. 

45 years of listening to comments and suggestions has taught us just what 
our hofidayrrtakers expect. 

Thatfs why so many people book with us again and again! 

If you are aged 50 or over, call our /-n a A |Fg 

24-hour brochure request line now. V Af kS 




free 0800 300 456 ebA488 


For the Time of your Life 


Please return to: Saga Holidays Ltd, FREEPOST (NT2710), Peteriee X Co. Durham SR8 2HU. You do nor need a stamp 

Please send me the following brochures: 



Worldwide 


Europe fie the Mediterranean 
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USA 

□ 

Hotel Stays 
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Canada 

□ 

Coach Tours 

□ 


Rest of the World 

□ 

United Kingdom 
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□ 
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Ocean 
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Coach Holidays: 
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An Inaugural Offer 

RETURN TO RAJASTHAN 


tot everyone wants to go an a whistle-stop 
tour around India, getting up at dawn, pack- 
ing and unpacking every day. Nor are some of 
those people consoled by the beauty of the place 
whep balanced with the discomforts and the 
lack of bolides in the remoter areas. This tour 
therefore is desired to be leisurely and com- 
fortable within the context af India and aims to 
explore three major areas in depth, allowing suf- 
fitient time for independent sightseeing or sim- 
ply to relax in foe shade of a banyan tree, per- 
haps in a beautiful garden or watching the inim- 
itable sunset. 

ITINERARY 

The itinerary commences with a flight from 
London Gatwick to Agra fora three-ni^i stay at 
die Clarks Shins, the base for optional visits to 
the TO Mahal and Red Fort From Agra travel- 
west to Fatehpur Slkri where a short visit is 
made before proceeding to Jaipur and the 
Rajputana Sheraton Hotel for a two-night stay- 
in Jaipur optional visits to the Amber Fort, the - 
Palace of the Winds, the Observatory built by 
Jai Singh, and the city palace w31 be offered. 
Continue the exploration of Rajasthan by travel- 
ling to Delhi, where the route allows a glimpse 



Visiting Agra, Delhi, 
Fatehpur Sikri & Jaipur 

7 NIGHTS ON TOUR FROM £495 

of the Irafian countryside, for a two-digit stay at 
the Siddartb HoteL During the stay optional vis- 
its win be made to both Old and New Delhi and 
in particular the Red Fort and the Lutyens-' 
designed centre of the city. Finally re t ur n to 
Agra for the Monarch Airlines flight to London 
Catwick airport 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 
lliesdays 1997/98 - per person in a twin room 

1997 Sep 30 £495 - Oct 7, 14, 2L 28 £505 
Nov 4, 11, 18, 25 £515 - Dec 2, 9 £515 

Dec 23. 30 £570 

1998 Jan 6, 13, 20, 27£515 - Feb 3, 10,17, 

24 £550 - Mar 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 £550 

Apr 7 £570 -Aprl4,21,28£515 
Single room supplement £165 

Prict la diJi r return air bat'd, transfers and transporta- 
tion, accomnnfatkn with breakfast. UK dep artur e tax, 
local guides and boiti. 

H a tbd d di tnwI kBuraoct.vfaapro ag eiiieDt,iiveraeM 
• airport tax, optional arartidny tqg. 

AH (rices are subject to change. Our current Conditions of 
Booking (a copy ofwfaidiwffl be sent it your request) dull 
appfrtoaUraenaifaos. 

0171-616.1000 


VOYAGES JU1ES VERNE 
21 Dorse# Square, London NW1 6QG 

HU ft — t t m UL ASM YUM AKXaOB 

Internet httffw ww - e j i x o-nk 

OvaUBnipMfarnhihaae nn&ah»iSMi tottn 
n ili h^ a&^Sci tpSpuMBi.'. filund . fcrp— Ui*lS«r 
oBokoasnSno B^auokfeiatfc. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


Madeira 

the ‘Garden Island’ 

and Lisbon 

Amazing value - 6 days bom 

only £399 per person 

(£10 Air Passenger Duty oot included) Departures in February and March 1998 

W e are ddigfaiBd m you a umqK onnrnmtF to S®dfer your taroctatStodHj rail onrtrodnnthodiiiGQo; 

combmeahofidiy iu Madeira with a vmtro Pormgaft OQQO 

sboocdf wait ariosraod oodc regstsociB. Ibn viO be [ INDEPENDENT LISBON & MADErR/ToFFER 
orewbdmed by the bm ft mkmg beamy of mtafiSs | Pteasa fa rwaffl mo a brochure: 
ogadiag down mamtantt. Optional eacuuanis win hety J 

you to enjoy the island to kafoD- rint Sma,jcwd of die ! Nam « (^-Mrs/Ms) 

Estoril co n g a* and the irn g n i firrar flower maria hi J 

Fractal £S: pchaps- take an exenrson kj Pico deBarnefos for I 

me of the fines views rfFmdiaL No matter wfaoe you go 
on die bland, yon wfll be rewarded by in beamy. 


These htdidays hare been gnmgeriia enw j mvTp^ gmi, 
Festive Holidays Led, AJTCA V1D6X, ATOL2J72 
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Butter-making, rat skeletons and picnics in the orchard 


The Drinkwater family travelled back a 
century in time at Cogges Manor Farm 
Museum in Witney, Oxfordshire. 
Catherine S tubbings talked to them 
afterwards. 


The pace is slow at Cogges Manor Farm. A cou- 
ple of Jersey cows lazily chew the cud, pigs and 
piglets lie sprawled across the straw in their sties 
and an old donkey gently nods off to the sound of 
children playing in the orchard. The dairymaid wan- 
der's through the farmyard, introducing annuals to 
visitors and saving hens and ducks from enthusi- 
astic young poultiy-battereis. 

This 20-acre farm is run as it would have been 
in Victorian times, with traditional breeds of ani-? 
mals, staff in authentic costume and not a tractor 
in sight. A few of the Cotswold stone outbuildings 
are used to show farm implements and machin- 
ery, where hens peck around the old seed drills. ' 

Nestling in the water meadows beside the busy 
market town of Witney, the Manor at Cogges is 
in stark contrast to the housing estates around it, 
yet surprisingly unspoilt by them. Although the 
charming house dates from the 13th century in parts, 
it is presented as it would have been at the turn 
of the 20th century, when the Mawle family 
owned it as pan of a 500-acre estate. The simply 
furnished rooms have flagged stone floors, panelled 
walls and many original features. 

Upstairs a nursery and bedroom tell more about 
the life of the Mawle family. Another room shows 
rare 1 7th -century painted panelling. One bedroom 
is an activity centre where children can play tra- 
ditional games or dress up in Victorian costume. 

Throughout the house the smell of baking wafts 
up from the kitchen, where the cook makes cakes, 
pics and biscuits. 

There is nothing particularly rare or remark- 
able here, but it is a lovely, low-key history lesson. 
Rural life at the turn of the century is perfectly 
shown. 

The visitors 

Philippa Drinkwater took her children Harriet, 
eight, Charlie, five, and William, two. 

Philippa: We all had a very happy day. Cogges was 
relaxed, low key and not commercial. W illiam loved 
all the animals and the older two enjoyed the house. 
Charlie seemed to enjoy the historical aspects; he 
was very worried about the maid getting cold, hav- 
ing to sleep in the attic. 

We arrived just in time to see the Jersey cow 


being milked and the eggs being collected Then 
we looked around the farmyard and barns. In the 
house, someone was busy in the kitchen making 
apple pies with apples from the garden and eggs 
and butter off the form. She cooked on an old, solid 
fuel range and handed out biscuits and apples to 
hungry children. We had a lovely picnic in the or- 
chard, then the children joined the storyteller un- 
der the apple tree. 

It is not huge, but there was just enough to keep 
the children going. The displays of old farmyard 
implements and machin ery didn't really appeal to 
them because, with sharp blades involved, one can’t 
expect to work anything. However, it was nice to 
tie in a little local history with the display on Wit- 
ney blankets. 1 did feel it could have been a little 
more hands-on. 

The activity room was good, with something for 
everyone: Gothic arches to be built, barns to be 
constructed, puzzles, games and some wonderful 
dressing-up clothes, complete with Victorian face 
masks. The old-fashioned kitchen garden was full 
of all the sorts of thing s l would love to grow: ap- 
ple trees, artichokes, pumpkins, lavender, flowers 
for cutting. 

Haniec It was quite a big bouse, with ah the rooms 
as they would have been in the olden days. I liked 
the room where they showed what they had found 
when they were restoring the house. There were 
lots of drawers with old wallpaper and plaster and 
things. There were also lots of things that they had 


PIT -STOP 


After your trip to Cogges Farm take the 
family to Witney Lodge. Duckfington 
Lane. Witney, Oxfordshire 0X8 7TJ. 

Situated just outside Witney at the 
junction of the A40 and A4I5, Cogges 
Farm is a modern hotel with an attractive 
stone frontage. It has bright, practical 
accommodation, a rustic-style bar-lounge 
and a purpose-built leisure centre with a 
decent-size indoor pool Family facilities 
include a splash pool for toddlers 
alongside the bright, daylight pool; 
children up to 16 stay free in parents' 
room. Other facilities include a gym, 
indoor swimming pool, spa bath, sauna, 
solarium, snooker. Access, Amex, Diners, 
Visa. Tel 01993 779777; fax 01993 703467 

From Egon Ro nay's Guide And Children 
Come Too. Bookman £9.99. 


found under the floorboards, like buttons, coins, 
jewellery and a horrid rat skeleton, 

I found the farmyard and machinery a little bit 
boring bat I liked the house. In the activity room 
I built a barn by putting the timbers together. It 
looked quite like die one where we had our drinks. 

Charlie: It was not very big, just a house, a farm- 
yard, an orchard, a few fields and a little wood, but 
I had a good time. I liked the farmyard best, with 
all the animals: cows, pigs, rabbits, funny hens with 
fluffy feet, a donkey, horses and some cats. 

I sort of know what it would have been like in 
the olden days, but you bad to live then to know 
what it was really like. There would have been no 
electricity, so they had candles and lanterns instead 
of lights. There was no television, so in the evemugs 
they had to read or talk or play, and the girls had 
to sew or knit. 

The people who work here all wear olden-day 
dotbes. They are veiy nice, but they don't talk much. 

William liked the farm puzzles in the activity room. 

The deal 

Getting there: Cogges Manor Farm Museum. 
Church Lane, Witney (01993 7Q3G56) is signpost- 
ed off the A40. There is a free car park a short walk 
from the museum and disabled parking on site. 
Opening times: March-2 November. Tuesday Co Fri- 
day, 1030am -5. 3flpm; Saturday and Sunday, noon- 
5pm- 

Admission: adults £3, children (5-16) £L5D, OAP 
£1.75, family (two adults, two children) £8. 
Access: Limited for wheelchairs; some uneven 
ground and steps on ate; especially in the bouse. 
Tape commentary and history file for Manor House 
first-floor displays. Call in advance for help dur- 
ing your visit. 

Dogs: on lead in gardens, not allowed in the house. 
Events: Daily events such as milking, pig feeding, 
work with the honse and sloiytelling are listed on 
a board at the entrance. Butter-making can be seen 
most Sunday mornings and there are regular lace- 
malting and spinning demonstrations. Special 
weekends are 6-7 September, steam-threshing, 5 
October, harvest home, 11-12 October, rag rug 
weekend. 6-7 December. Advent weekend 11am- 
4pm. 

Rx>d: Small cafeteria serves Light meals, snacks, 
teas, home-made cakes. Children's meal: roll, juice 
and fromage frais, £L50. 

Shop: Small but imaginative, selling' local crafts, 
toys, souvenirs, Witney blankets and fruit, vegetables 
and eggs from the farm. 

Tbflets: Good clean facilities. 



Donkey^ years: C ogge s farm is a trip back in time to rural Victoriana Photograph: Tom Filston 
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Look for the M) logo when booking your holiday - a promise of 
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THE ASSOCIATION 

Quality, Choice and Security. For a FREE copy of the Directory of Real 
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THE ASSOCIATION 

OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 

Holidays, listing all >4110 Member Companies, please call 0181 - 607 9080. 

OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



Our new winter 
brochure incorporates 
Advent Christmas and 
New Year. Wife offer a 
wide range of city 

breaks to Vienna 
Salzburg, Prague and 
Budapest and new for 
1997 winter holidays 
for the skier and me 
non-skier. 

Call Awsfria Travel 
on 0171 222 243. 

for a copy of the 
brochure JSb 


(?) 
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Imagine 3 nights 
sampling the 
splendour of Borne 
from £235, the magic 
of Venice from £273 
or Florence from 
just £222. 

Escorted coach tours 
to Sicily, Apulia and 
the Riviera di Ulisse, 

3 nights, full board 
from £289. @ 

Call the brochure line 
NOW 0171 605 7500 Mb 



THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
UTO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


EILAT ON THE RED SEA© 



An extensive range of hotels from 
hnuy to causing in IirarTt Red 
Sea winter sun resort, tod tiding 
scheduled EL AL flights from 
He* throw and Manchester. Optimal 
excursions u> Jerusalem, the Dead 
Sea and Para. 

Pin* “Desert Traflbtazcf* adventure 
holidays with the Bedroom in the 
Negev, scuta diving and windsurfing 
lessons and swimming wills the 
dolphins. 


E3 


SUPERSTAR HOLIDAYS - 0645 125847 
BROCHURE HOTLINE 01233 21 1203 


AFRICA & INDIA 

*,/«’•*> r«». CnlNi S hniii 



AFRICA & INDIA 

The thrill of safari. the 
wonders of Egypt, the 
colours of Indie, the 
romance of the bidim 
Ocean islands and so 
much nterv. 

For a copy of our quality 
brochure or tenbr-made 
■ holiday contact 

Sontak Holidays 
Telephone 
01S14233000(l)\ 


g 


The Family 
Skiing Specialist 

]lk-thaW:fi day mrmrits with faBM tanks 

■feMBfitfriupakhi 
rid drat ftf9-V0y«r life 
i MmbnflblaftBMwanwdiiH 

■ eWartpnartK 

■CatviddisdifibFriMaitiSwhzeted 

■ Ho Moths prcgrMm 0 

01252 616789 

>AITO ABTAV3S14 ATOL209B wwm B .— p rttcojik 



ClTAUA's ITALY 



’Bmttfabi ndoriaad 
flou ulu: Sonortj a Jkt c dM rtt g gtefr 
{tanhSnUf • 

HfcoffcC M b 

tanlwlivitM 
M+miC*, duuhMma. 


01235 824354 

CtiaUa ® 


PMANGA 



Barweil Leisure are tfto 
world's leading operator 
lo La Manga and the 
Murcia region. Offering 
unbeatable packages on 
spoiling, leisure ana famfly 
breaks. 

This region ot Spain enjoys 
a magnificent cfimala and 
« home lo Europe's 
premier sports and leisure 
resort. La Manga Club. 
NEW tor '97. Jerez, the 
HEART of Spain. 
24-hour brochure Hne 

0181 397 4411 

ABTAV201X 4fb 
ATOL2148 feat. VV JJ. 



Quality chalet holidays | 

in Europe’s top resorts: 

★ Courchevel, M6ibcL 
La Piegne, Val d’lstes, 

St Anton and Verbkx. 

★ Friendly, pexsonal service. 

Dr Excellent childcare facilities. | 

★ Fabulous food. 

oikl 742 2541 jffi 

ABKVIOT AITO AIOLrtr 



CANARY ISLANDS 
SPAIN, PORTUGAL 
AND MADEIRA 

Paradores, Country houses and 
hutch in imdiscDVered' Spain. 

Malkra and Canaries. 
CityhfBiis. FW-Orfve, Coach 
lours and flaaNe tailor-made 


i's Fousaias and Hotels. 
NEW: MADERA AND 
CANARIES CRUISING 
For a fret brochure call: 
0171 828 6021 or 
0161 848 8680 (S) 
Mnndi Color Holidays 
ABTAV2255 ATOL7W fi 


For a further 
selection of 
Travel brochures’ 
please see our Travel 
pullout on 28 September in 
The Independent 
on Sunday* 



ASIAWORLD 

TRAVEL 

The Tubxmde He&hy Specialist 

LAST MINUTE SPECIALS 
Call Asia world Travel 
for our last minute 
specials brochure, 
featuring discounts of 
up to 1 5% on holidays 
throughout Asia. 

Tel: 01483 730808 
Fax: 01483 721919 

Quote reft ^>4115 
LMS-IND 



Mb 

THe«BOq»TICW 

TTWFK*jER*Tfati 

Over 150 
specialist tour 
operators offering 
a dazzling array 
of holiday ideas 
in destinations 
throughout the 
world. (T)| 



Frontier Ski has a 
huge variety of ski 
and non-ski holidays 
to Canada. 
Scheduled flights, 
daily' departures, 
Tailor-made holidays 
at package 
holiday prices. 
Ring 0171 950 5434 
for this brochure or 
0181 776 8709 for 
expen advice, (s) 
ABTA AJTO IATA {£g 



AITO SKI 
OPERATORS 

Offering that little 
bit extra on every 
sort of 
snow-based 
holiday. 

0181607 


9080 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Holidays ’97 

BROCHURE REPLY SERVICE 

To receive up to 8 of the brochures featured, please indicate the 
number of each brochure in the boxes below. 

NAME 


ADDRESS., 


POSTCODE. 




□ 


Please return to: 

Independent on Sunday, Travel Brochures '97, 
Unit 18, Mitcham Industrial Estate, 
Streatham Road, Mitcham CR4 2AA 
Coupons to arrive by 6th October 1997 
Or fax your request on 0181 640 0673 

□ □□□ 


□ 
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GREENOjANtiit 

A holiday costing the Earth? 

"Green" travel means more than 
signing up for a conservation 
hotidav or an exotic eco-tourism 
adventure. It means thinking 
about every step of the journey, 
and its impact on the plane L 

Trains and planes, cars and 
buses: how much do you know 
about their relative merits? The 
pressure group Transport 2000 
{0171-388 8386 / can provide you 
with a “ gas -o- meter” which 
reveals all. With some Blue 
Aster-style skills, you can 
assemble two cardboard discs 
and compare the pollution levels 
you create by travelling by car. 
bus, train or plane, on journeys 
from 1km to 1,500km. 

So what are the options for 
skiers heading for France this 
winter? The new Eurostar train 
to Bourg St Maurice l see page 
5) gives the chance to check on 
the impact of a 1,200-km 
journey from London. The gas- 
o-meler reveals that a journey 

RED CHANNEL 

A compendium of hazards 
facing the traveller 

Chickens get badly treated by 
the travel industiy. Served up for 
more airline meals than any 
other beasts, even their name is 
taken in vain: “Headless 
chickens", for example, is a 
description that might he 
applied to crowds at Heathrow 
terminal three. Now, they are 
even suffering for the sake of 
travellers' health - and could 
help save travellers' lives. 

This week while checking out 
a rumour about a lethal disease 
in Florida, I stumbled upon the 
concept of the sentinel chicken. 
This is not a new in-flight meal, 
but the term for a bird whose 
role in life is to warn of the 
spread of disease. 

Sentinel chickens are caged 
and exposed to the bites of 
mosquitoes. Scientists test their 
blood looking for antibodies to 
various diseases, including the 
one I was tracking - St Louis 


on the new train would produce 
around 130kg of carbon dioxide 
- one of the mam “greenhouse" 
gases. A- bus would take twice as 
long but wreak only half the 
harm to the atmosphere, 
producing a mere 65kg of CO2. 

At first sight the car appears 
to be the real villain, spewing 
345kg of carbon dioxide into the 
air. But that applies to the whole 
vehicle, whether occupied by 
one person or by many. If three 
people drive south together, 
they do less barm than by train. 

The confirmed individualist 
who insists on motoring alone 
does only slightly more damage 
than the person who flies. 

Thkmg the plane consigns 215kg 
of CO2 to the atmosphere. 

At the moment we each 
generate 35kg of CO: per week. 
Thmsport 2000 says we should 
reduce this to 14kg. On that 
scale, flying to France uses 30 
weeks’ worth of your ration. 
Better start cycling to work. 

Sue Wheat 


encephalitis, a mozzie-borne 
illness that attacks the brain and 
spinal cord. Sentinel chickens in 
Honda are showing signs of an 
upsurge of the disease. 

So far, there have been no 
human victims of the present 
outbreak, but evidence from the 
last one. in 1990, is disturbing. 
CNN quotes officials in Orange 
County - where Disney World is 
located - as saying that cases in 
hu mans began three to six 
weeks after the virus was first 
detected in the sentinel 
chickens. In 1990, it killed 11 
people in Florida. 

Dr Peter Barrett, of the 
Medical Advisory Service for 
Travellers Abroad (MASTA), 
says that visitors to Honda 
should take precautions against 
mosquito bites. And I say think 
about ordering a vegetarian 
meal, to spare the suffering of 
another poor chicken. 

MASTA: 0891 224100 {a 
premium-rate call). 

Simon Colder 
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Fifty million home-grown holidays 


We asked you to nominate your 
favourite family holiday in England - 
and the response has been 
magnificent. Hundreds of readers 
have so far submitted entries, but 
there is still time to win. 

Fifty millio n: that has just been announced as 
the final tally for holidays in England taken 
by British residents last year. The figure 
helps to explain the remarkable level of interest 
that Independent readers have shown in our 
search for the best family holiday in England. 

The English Tourist Board has enlisted the 
help of The Independent for a new category 
in its annual England for Excellence awards, 
which reward the people and places that do 
most for English tourism. 

We want you to vote for a new category: 
the Family Holiday of the Year. You may 
choose a resort, or city; a campsite, or hotel; 
a holiday camp, or activity centre - any loca- 
tion which you feel reflects the best of an Eng- 


lish holiday. (Do make sure, though, that the 
location is actually in En glan d - we've had a 
few entries for other parts of the UK.) 

A shortlist of the entries will be drawn up 
and members of the travel staff at The Inde- 
pendent , plus representatives of 
the English Tourist Board, will vis- 
it each location and evaluate it in 
the Light of readers’ comments. - 
Your entry will earn you the 
chance to bask in your nominee's 
glory at the England for Excellence 
awards ceremony in London on 4 
November. If youis is chosen as the 
best nomination for England’s top 
family holiday, you will be able to 
attend the ceremony. We will also 
invite your family, to visit a hew attraction for 
our regular Outings feature. The English 
Tburist Board wfll bringyou to London for the 
ceremony, while The Independent will provide 
a journalist and photographer to accompany 
you on yonr day oiit • 

To enter, write to The Best Family HoK- 


ENGLISH 


day Award, PO Box 4AP, London W 1A 4AP 
with the following information: your nominated 
family holiday - and, in 100 words or fewer, 
your reasons for choosing it; your name, ad- 
dress, and daytime telephone number. 

Here are two of the entries 
we’ve already received: 

Whitby (picture above) 
"Where adventure, fun and histo- 
ry combine to whet the appetite for 
all the family to savour. Steeped 
in history, Whitby was the largest 
whaling port in England. Captain 
Scoresby invented die Crows Nest, 
and Certain Cook sailed the wo rid. 

Besides sand, sea and fishing, 
there are scenic diff-top walks that are a bird 
spotteris paradise. Amusement arcades, golf, 
swimming baths and the theatre, in conjunc- 
tion with excellent guest houses such as 
Grantley House, make Whitby a famil y holi- 
day second to none." 

VJ Jackson, Cheshire 


MulDon Cove Hotel, Mullion Cove, near 
Helston, Cornwall 

The wonder of its setting is equalled only by 
the dehdousness of the food and the friend- 
liness of the staff. Families (and dogs) are gen- 
uinely welcome. 

The road ends at the hotel so older chil- 
dren can explore freely. Details of local walks 
and beaches are provided in each room. When 
our son wanted a sea-fishing trip, they 
arranged it- and dried our clothes afterwards! 

Breakfast is the frill English versiont at its 
best; dinner of a quality uniformly excellent 
(the menu changes daily); the cost for a fam- 
ily on half-board is very reasonable. 

Mat Gaunt, Cardiff 

■ So far. South West England is doing espe- 
cially well, while East Anglia looks surprisingly 
thin. And England’s big dties are fed a tad ne- 
glected, too. You have 10 days to getyour bid 
in. Tbe dosing date is TUesday, 30 September. ■ 

Usual Newspaper Publishing pic rules ap- t 
ply. The travel editor's decision is final. 1 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


UK Travel 



Activity Holidays 


TRAVEL: UK. OVERSEAS 


-A 


FOR 

. COUPUS 
\V PITS GO FREE 


• Sortred. fo rtimk ttood. l*a. * 

• Mo, North Yodi Hun, Pads, m 


01756 702200 


| Christmas Breaks 

ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS SNO*1»«r 
brenka. Atom ActMUoa. TW: 
01432830003. 

Holidays Afloat UK] 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sotf Drfvo Nm r- 
iMtaBHoUqt Whim chute*. 
Bsflinrwra i*y woicom*. TaJ 
01005 728G2S. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY- Sumy/ 
Hants. Lin boats. (01256] 
703801. 


Cotswolds 


Oxford 4 Star 
Autumn Breaks! 


Luxury howl with history, 
set m 30 acres overlooking 
River Thames. Three miles u> 
city court with superb 
Iciuirr laciliries. 

Special introductory rain 
from £49 pp'pa DB&B. 


rui mioM 

10800 374692 

I OR < 1 H.Ot R UROt III HI. 


(MEAT VALUE aultty cottngu. 
Over 160 In The CotswoMs. 
01282445729 (UC1021. 


Devon & Cornwall 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Bam. pool, bm W 01S4856Q964 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 Cut- 
tagaa throughout. (01752] 
200711. 

FOWEV.POLRUAN. Charming 
■monrida cottages. Suparti 
vtowe. Carnal Hatting. DMgMea 
■vaitablo. Pats welcome. 01579 
344687 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
bast value cottages In Devon 
(01271) 76322. 

■DEVON CONNECTION: Cottages. 

ham*, house*. M 4 01 5*8 580 964 . 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot oil Ota proas raw 1998 baft 
avar colour brochure. Phona 
nowl! 01 756 702201 

ARNE SELECTION of CoBagaa on 
both coasts ol Cornwell and on 
Sc9y. Brochure from Cornish Tte- 
dmaaal CotaoaL (0990)134867. 

7 (fay paramo servtc* OafTvSptn. 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchanting Tamar ttdoy. Area of 
Outstanding Natural Baauty. 
Country tovara reined. Autumn 
brfcs £98 3nts DB&B. 01822 
832443. 

LIZARD PENINSULA. ETS 
approved. Single storey bam 
conwateroeottagoa Heaping 
2/5: hi peaceful wooded vtttey 
ckao to MRaga and eaa. Good 
warning country. Pets welcome. 


GREAT VALUE quaMy cottages. 
Over 430 m Down, 01283 44S721 

(UCTOf). 

EXMOOR. Cottage Mpa 4. C123pw. 

ine. NO P 4 fe 01586 740622 . 

NR. BUDE M. Ml. bung. aips 4 
E1Q0 pirn Oclwl DIMS 413851 


LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

Forfltbt Colour Brocfcpie 

WALKING ATO CYCLING hoBdays. 
Arts end crafts. Acorn Activates 
01432 830063. 

ART* Mum-craft w/end Oct 10-12 
woabtoy, Herefordshire CiMpp 
Aoom AcMtas rn 432 830083 
Bridge weekends Wttsh Border 7-9 
& 21-23 November 1997 £126 pp 
- F/B Acorn Achates. Tel: 01432 
830083 

WALKING HOLIDAY October 18- 
25Ahecon B«acone,Caorga Hotel 
FB E3S0. 01432 830063 

| Winter Breaks 

LACOCK. 12 miei Bath. Ghana 
house & Cyder house. Sleep 6 & 
4. Brad 01248 730244. 

| East Anglia ~ 

AMAZING VALUE East AngOa col- 
leges. 1998 cotow brochure. Pots 
w ttc owi e . tel: (0175B) 7 0220 5. 


Isle of Wight 


[SEPTEMBER SPECIAL 
8 NIGHTS FROM £99 

Bed. Brak&st and evening meal 
Large aeifco nthcte l, 

•FHEE CAR FSRHY* 


Scotland 


Seafront. Sonwm. tele of Wight 

Td; 01983 406655 

^anlgUMOCTOBBRIhmaSj 

The Lake District 


HIUJHWAITE HOUSE. Winder- 
mere. Tho mbamw Road, over- 
looking taka. All rooms anautla 
(some with .lannrl baths) SaW- 
IHa TV. tawnttdng, Santa, ryio 
Steam Room and h eate d Indoor 
pool solely lor our guests' use. 
2nigftts. Seourae d l nwer B&B 
Incl.VAT only CM. 3ttght» only 
030 Brotfairas 0153M 43838 

LAKE DISTRICT WMeome Cot- 
tage* Hoc off tee pree* new 1B98 
ba tt erer oolore brochure. Phone 
nawll 01756 7QZ208 

Cosy Citth Cottage. Paecatia Sm. 
Lakeland. Open tiro. ch. Garden 
* games im. Shape 4. Brochure 
01254 851034 


GOLF FOR 




AND IMPROVERS 

Make a start and learn 
to play in lovely Borders 
area of Scotland. 

Professional instruction 
and accompanied games 
on several local courses. 

Enjoy your stay in a 
country house as a 
family guest 
Weekly courses. 


01835 850769 

[ Shropshire 


Highlands 


ARDNAMURCHAN Pentaauler 
Argyll; peaceful unspoilt htta. 
beaches. oetoroodK rare wttflfe; 
hotoL BIB, ufc atac <tahee bud- 
get » 5 Crown. Area Gidda wfcti 
30 waBca; 01972 510222. ttal. 

I Ireland I 


euFKpunes 

Prague 

Copenhagen 

Warsaw 



London 


THE WEEKEND 


LONDON’S LATEST LUXURY 
TOWN HOUSE HOTEL 

The 

15 Sey mour Street, j 

London W1H BAA 



Prices From £68.00 
per person per night sha ring 
for a 2 tught stay 
at the weekend. 


Tel: 0171 935 2010 

Fax: 0171 935 6700 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot oh the proas naw 
1998 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowtt 01758 702213 

EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAX 4 
bad alaape 8, 2 baths, nrtmming 
pool 8 private paridng. gym 8 
sauna. W/dnd Frtday-Hmidey 
£245. ebo soma neoka avaBttrio 
01068216314. 

PERTHSHIRE NR ABBIFELDV 
wiuditacInB hB fa rmho u se an^oy 
Ing complaca prtwey and magiw- 
Icant views of mo un ta i n rfvar and 
Loch. Brochure avaflabla. Plane 
0143867920* 

Pembrokeshire f 

SC DAVIDS. Fannhousa. SIC. Sips 
8. Waakty or daffy rates. Near 
coast pMh. TW 01437720883. 

15% OFT. Autuaei half term. New- 
port. Pams. Stunning vtaws. 
Aichttacta cosy cod tatraaL 2-8. 
Braafca h STS. Brach 01238 
820877. 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house axparianca, 
near Ludhtw. 3 night breaks from 
£90. Cokaa Brocfc 01984 823209 


Sussex 



SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lleyn 
psfiniAaula. Coastal and cowttry 
ccttagaa and tamhouae*. Nttyn 
HoBdm 01 7S8 720874 
OS COTTAOEStFARIMOUSES 
throughout hubs: MI Rxufat 
Bean! CrodacL Wales HoMays- 


Dorset 


AUTUMN BREAKS In anracttve 
term holiday cottages. 1M- 
(01 25 8) 880558 lor colour 
brochure. 




■red miar of j pub buvi 
carte. Kerry . oaMay.mvo.CBra. 
UffwtMLMgdow. Tl MBrlbw L 
w g f tejL TTEpatav. n o ntc ar. 


SHAMROCK Cotages. 288 sated 
■ndhmtual cottages In superb 
■ocaoonm. Disc Fates. Aim Cd 
Bro01823 681060 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
nemara. Co. Gateay. R uttuntt vo 
breaks. Frew brach. Tefc 
06853.81131001. Far 31077 
IRISH COUNTRY Holidays ■ the 
pramla rtf iolc a . Over 300 Ineftild- 
ual cotiages. tarmhouMM. hotels, 
met amnnon cnitstng a gypsy 
emwani alto highest standards. 
Many welcome pels. Ca& 01582 
560 688 (Mn). 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE (ram ttm 
wofkt Cashel Home Hotel. Con- 
nemara Co. Galway. Free 




MANOR ARMS: Ustad fate Cen- 
tury Inn dvwtooWng the VUlage 
Groenaenlng supetta looCL2 ETB 
OrownsX35 per on Nila room 
per night including EngUah 

SraeMitt lor Stmbi 2 teghtel-'W 


WELLS. Parted cotton EettOuay, 
sips 2/3. aaa vtew. seody (Mach 8 
trird watching. Quod ramar- 
ants/ putts. Cl 30-250. 0i328 
710889 


Northumbria 
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0171 636 1551 

— CHAITTEn HOT 1ME 

0171 636 2010 
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Travel Services 

ANNUAL WORLDWIDE travel 
Insurance covers you for 366 
days duration. Includes 
£1.000000 mad leal, plus bag- 
gage. Optional exmn avaftabla. 
Undwwrflasn tt UapH. Only an 
per parson. For krtwr datete oaD 
Uarcus Hearn 8 Co. lyjottng -365 
Pofcy' onOl71 7393444. 
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♦ MALAYSIA ♦ 
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♦ SINGAPORE ♦ . 
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UovMSaaloTpn Qy IbfcBhMFE 

52 Regent StreeL Inndon, WIH HJX 
FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4522 

A8 fares «4)ea to avabMlty Refbfcttera applp ask tor dataflx 
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SEDLE8COM8E. Bridewell Hard. 
Batd*. Tlrdor Manor. Summer 
brio. Heat pool 2 nights £102 pp 
DB8B. 3rt m aocam Iraw. pay £30 
only tor dinner & breakfast. RAC 
restaurant award Bt-06. 0T424 

SEDLESCOMBE. BrtcKwall HoteL 
Battle. Tudor Menoc. Autumn 
brka. Had pooL2 nights £102pp 
B&B 3rd m acooan treejray C30 
only for dinner 8 breafetasL RAC 
r—teura nt award 91-98. 01424 
8702S311 

Yorkshire & The Dales | 

YORKSHIRE, DALES. Moor*. 
Coast Peak 8 Laka District. Over 
200 ate cottage*. Hus. Brochure 
Holiday Oouagaa Yorkshire, 
water St. Sldptoo. 8023 1PB. 
(01758)700872. 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Haworth 
Court HoteL Brochure 01904 
425158 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Stone Bams, Sleep 4 to 17, pets 
wttoo m a. brochure 0800 864300. 
COTTAGES YORKSK RE IneLYWfc. 

Cotoir Bmehure HIM 30TB60. 
SUPERB cottages. Yorka Dates, 
Nontaanbria, Lakaa, Peaks. 
Syfces Cottages 01244 3467D0. 
www)»te»J^</»ykee 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 

2221 


Special Interest Holidays 
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Also for 1998 Sinai Hike, 
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sm*M group cotptoraiory holidays ^ftmUseo more 

• Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • Wilderness Safaris • 

• Major Treks * Seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tallstilp voyages 
Over 1 70 BOventures In Europe. Greece. Turkey. 

Egypt. Middle Fast. Africa. India. Chine. Japan. Asm 
Americas, Aus/HL. 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices 
from £339 10 £3945. 

Call for brochure 

•b 01252 344161 

Explore Worldwide (SQ 
AMcnbOt, GULL 1LQ 
Putty Bonded AITO/ATOL 2395 



Wildlife Park 
Temples & Beaches 

Small Group Tours 
Individual Itineraries 

CfiAWDCRTHt TOURS 

Tel: 01323 422213 


Thespedoti 5 t 5 m trawl to 

VENEZUELA 

tori OWHidB q ri t lgc 

0181 747 8315 



SKYROB HoOttle Hate in Gum a 

Caribbean. 0 «r 200 oourew led 
to ennficnt tutors tod. Andrew 

drifts. Sue Torrnirtnd 8, Toyah 
Wlcox. Buportr iHROng. frfervay 
eterenunhjr, dnL food. Oin 284 


★ USA and 
CANADA <* 




<L0990 329 326 


Um Open: Mon-Pri Stm-fipm. Sot 9 am- 5 pm, Sun f Oam- 5pm. 
ftvaiiwBiMgiAHptiw. *javBq«aa wn 
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Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's tines} airlines 


on rwy iota 

£128 £178 CARIBBEAN 

£148 £178 MEXICO CITY 

£157 £185 INDIA 


(ettd.iaffis) 

I 

r 1 

s 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

E336 

£329 

£336 

£589 

£591 

£539 

NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

AUCKLAND 

\i ■ Mi 

BANGKOK ‘ 

HONGKONG 

‘SINGAPORE 

£213 

£249 

£26 

£374 

£418 

£388 

LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANOSCO 
LAS VEGAS 


ooewr ota 

tom 

£186 £186 
£251 £352 
£176 £330 


TRAIL 
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ERS 


worldwide attention to detail 


EXPERTS 


1-/, Mj.Tj 


SSI E3Z3 TDwWTO £157 £185 

E311 £549 VANCOUVER £268 £285 


CAPETOWN 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRAUAE38 • USA £31 - AFRICA £31 • PACtRC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HBE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALI NOW FOR OUR TAttflRMAOE WORUJWBE AND NORTH AMffilCA BROCHURES 


Ai.i our travel centres are open r.'.ori-Sat 0 - fc p m • There 9-Tpni • Sun 10-bpm 


SHOPPING SPECIAL 

VISIT THE MALL OF AMERICA 
RETURN FLIGHTS TO MINNEAPOLIS WITH 
2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION FROM £279* 

"price per person based on twin share 
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For tbe real (owdowa on worfUwWe 
travel, Traflfoidere Is yonr one slop 
travel stop. 

DBHffeders offers more low cost 
ffitfrts to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, wa can taflor-raake yonr very 
own package antfi up to 65% discount 
an Hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOB YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALI 0171-S3S 3366 ANYTIME 


JOTR 1458 Wte ABne97<n 


42-50 Earls Court [toad 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Sheet 
Long Haul Travel: 

First 5 Business Class 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Prtoiy Queensway 
Worldwide Travel. 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58Deansgale 
Worldwide Travel: 

First & Business Class: 


LONDON W86FT 
0171-9383366 

LONDON WB 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-9383444 

LONDON W8 680 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 68S 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 

GLASGOW G2 3 EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards ... people think the world of us! 

4/10 Richmond Rccd, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 



For < tkowS«Ln4£ 
World Offers 
e»U “4 now on: 

0345 222! II 

Book tjj 

L 1 st October *97 


Fares are reium from London. 

AD are subiea ro limited availability 
and travel periods. Passenger taxes 
excluded. Hotel rates are 
per person per night. 

For derails see I TV Teletext p380. 
your travel agent or 
British Airways Travel Shop. 

World offers • — ■■■rrj 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourice airline , 


travel cover. 

From 16p a day. 

Al £59.95 a year; the security . 

of annual cover arranged 

by American Express is fesarancs 

effectively yours from just Services 

16 pence a day. To enrol, __ ___ 

caO quoting reference IND18 OoOO 7DO 7o7 

Fobcy tem and CredJUoM m avaUb an HquaL tawrinn Eqm* l««M 
Euipe Urf tore referenda* UomediBy (reared by ifcr AM adeem*. 
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NON STOP DAILY 
SCHEDULED IN 0CT03ER 


NEW YORtyBOOTON 199 
WASHINGTON 199 
CHICAGO 219 

LAX/S. FRISCO. 319 
MIAMI 299 

DUBAI 359 

JO’BURG 449 

ATLANTA 193 

HOUSTON 299 
VANCOUVER 319 
FBr fttaJ ft. H ita t iw' Hr e rdl 

810171 M2 (Wit* 


Tour Eiffel, Champs-Elysees, 
Arc de Triomphe, 

Sacre Coeur, Montmartre, 

Le Louvre, Versailles, 

La Seine, Notre Dame, 
Galeries Lafayette, L'Opera, 
Printemps, Le Moulin Rouge, 
La Defense, Les invalides, 
Musee d'Orsay, 

Le Centre Pompidou... 
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Mourn .Sarer MObrtek Retmn. Thad a bed, dtezmt Hl-H ur, mast Made Sat dgkimtof. Noa-ash-ageabU. 
Ntm-rtfaadabU. Subfal to traOMStj. Mid mdl 27 Sept 7997. Calls ekstged at total rate. AJB caOs ate monitored for quality. 
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Up ...CI7V tan las . . CM 

Ub <89 M*fQ ....<99 

Nnd . . <219 too* ....<99 
Im. .. .(179 filing ..1379 
for il yew Hfrut mUt anft 
• 4 ipM Mng 9 twm 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF 
HUNDMEOS MORI RAROAIMS 

0990 014101 


TgL* Co-op Travel v 

DIRECT * 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PitiBehing pic 
regrets that aBwugri every 
reasonable precaution is taken, 
no responsMty can be 
accepted for andtor 
accommodation offered 
through these columns, or any 
loss arising therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take afl 
necessary precautions before 
entenng nto any travel 
Mia n g eme nla . 


Lunn Poly 
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jb British Midland 

The Airline tor Europe 


AMSTERDAM from £59 rtn. 

BELFAST from 09 rtn - 

BERGEN from 039 rtn - 

BRUSSELS from 659 rtn - 

COLOGNE from E" rtn ' 

COPEN HAGEN from 439 rtn * 

OUBUN from E7B rtn - 

EDINBURGH* from 259 rtn - 

FRANKFURT from £99 rtn. 

GLASGOW from • *5® rtn - 

NICE from 029 rtn - 

OSLO from rtn - 

PALMA from £169 rtn. 

PARIS from 09 rt77, 

PRAGUE from £169 rtn. 

ROME from £139 rtn. 

ZURICH from . £109 rtn. 

fjret 1mm Icndon Heuhro*. 

Cwnct your toe* trotf eg** *■ <*» *« " 

0345 554554 

reur fires »e afco wairi* tan to W*"* 


Including .« 

Return UK Domestic 
flights on ■ 

British Airways 
for only £20. 

Special offers 
available on... 

• Car Hire from £21 per day 
(Including insurance) 

• Hotel Passes from £19 per person 
per right (twin share) 

• Motorhomes from £67 per day (excluding Insurance) 

• Itaveipasses from £242 for 5 days unlimited travel (over a 10 day period) on 
Trains, coaches, hner-lsland -ferry. 

• Superior accomm od ation from £39 per person per night at the Hyatt In 

Auckland twin share 

• Independent tours from £180 per person 3 dayfl right tour Bay of Islands 
including accommodation, touring and transportation. 

Eurnpieretitngs — 

• London > Ins Angeles >Audland>' Ifflidon 

For an extra £60 — — — — — 

See New Zealand, Australia, its Great Barrier Reef 
and the whole world including... 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


Ms 

£54 

Rome 

£132 

Toronto 

£216 

Mkig 

£329 

Amstesha 

fij 

NewKvt 

£10 

Bangkok 

055 

Bode Awns 

£40 

Oubfio 

£56 

Boiton 

£180 

Spgapare 

on 

Cm 

£230 

Uadrid 

£99 

WashhMton 

£10 

J 

S 

S 

£469 

Perth 

£550 

Athens 

£T2£ 

Los Angeles £249 : Borriay 

ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £655 

£345 

Sfdrey 

£5» 


Mi-xics £3-19 • Johannesburg £379 • Kuoin Lumpur £379 - Hong Kcng £999 

: V r-.-vcl ; '• tt ltr-.r'1-r f. itrruct J 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 £262. 0161 534 0668 (Mrodtaer) 
EUR05IAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION • CAB HBE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 351 6150 

U 7 EostoaRoidNlVLttCUBRBDf«BRdSW 7 . 11 Gaodg!StW!. Uffldm. yi 

SnpJ/w*».Wlfanlo> «V A t M 1 
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Return UK domestic flight on Britsh Airways 
for only £20 

1 1 free Stopover en mute from Oantasranusn 
Airways global network such as 
fthwnesiwig, Sangfa* Singapora, 
Malaysia. Bail. Hong Kong, Los Angelas. 

FflL Bombay 

Upto2 additional stopovers at 
£50 per stop 

2 free demesne flights in Austraua 


firamph/wtingf- 

- London > lor Angeles > Auckland > 
(jurtacd > Chrisrdyjrdi > Sydney * Cams 
> Damn »■ London 

■ Lamto)>-P9>Aiiddand ► Caknss 
Sydney >■ rerti > tendon 

- London ► Bangkok >■ Penh ► Sydney > 
Brisbane > Crtns >■ Auddani ► London 

(Mary more sample routings avaffaUe - 
asl. tor daaSsJ 



n't <120-38724 or 0171-287 5S56 
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=JETLINE~. 

DiNcaunteS far** to a!! defrSir.ilio.i* 


£59 LSA tr £119 
79 CiftlBEEAS 209 
J CD S. AFRICA Zt* 

99 CASA3A ITS 

|4S INDIA/ GOA 
159 TiK £A5T 319 
ICS .VJ ST RAU A 3SS 
'pt fdr- Orlit-9 PirkJjrt 
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Campus 

travel 

\Va r.pcci.tli'.o in Isw cost trovol 
for '.tucents and >ounq ptop'o 
providing support in over 
i 50 offices throughout the- vvorid 


1BB4WNE BOOKHGS 

LONDON -OP& 7 BAYS 

ffOODWDE 01717308111 
EUROPE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AMBKA 0171 7302101 

EDHBUR0 01316683303 
UUKHESTa 0161 273 1721 
GLASGOW 01415531818 



ZURICH 50 69 
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Special Interest 


Okavango 
JOURS A. 5 A PARIS 


3 S RANCHES NATION'.Vi'DE A-JD 
OPEN SUMOAVS 10.00-17.00 S 
AT 5? GROSVENOR GARDENS 

(Victcrid^). LONDON 

S'.VUVOAG U 


www.cijmpustrAvcl.Co.uk..' 



LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FARES 
FROM LONDON 


NEW YORK 
ORLANDO 
LOS ANGELES 
TORONTO 
SYDNEY 

JOHANNESBURG 

HONG KONG 

PRAGUE 

DUSSELDORF 

AMSTERDAM 

EDINBURGH 

PARIS 


From 
.£171 
.£199 
.£249 
.£188 
.£569 
.£329 
.£416 
£149 
. £79 
. £59 
. £56 
. £56 


For tods of all ate yoar tool 
ism Poly HoSdif Sup or afl b oh 

@0990 81 11 if 

Una apalta-fri 9-530. Sat 9-S. 


FREE SWEATSHIRT 

ON SELECTED 

Virgin Atlantic Flights 

virgin atlantic fB 


CHECK LUNN POLY S PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 
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tA» ok CMIBVI M santaRl moral CM nb Vl^n InNMI OBer KVloa 10 
i»Bto<g> rare mmseiriioTrarit tor dmuwwiaivftizer Oimomv 
aure re «re«^ «» n reore Ofcr tn ereflahBy mo»«o* ai 

paynvia n»M HrewMnM«re Ore* on <t rsappire 

Lu« Poa are on agnK kr e«w XTtX Hottn M tom oireaa K MUnMr ana 
Bootav anmm Fare oaUbreiaMa. duto* ard wM antoure DcsreM 
retoanwy D wiri a iM toii e 1 to snopo. Oriatgppa a a b are bettor ony Uaw Pay 
■ESOM me r^a «>riM»ar Dm oilera totom notoa 



rAi ■. r 

. M . V : .y A- •.'-scar 

o v.v »• _'.A 


■ '• r $ 


SIS i 


I *% : r' A\ r A r - ''.m h. 

!§-rfEpM0* ... 

■' ■■■■'T-vT;.* y*' • ■ 

'• ■ •.’rrf.rf-f* ~:'v\ • •• .■ 




AH hobdayi (MiurM are mum (im Lreidon and include 
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An encounter between 
this world and the next 


Go nonh of ihe Border at this time of 
year, and mysteries develop on every 
side. Consider the huge country house 
near Kelso in which I recently stayed a 
night. As we drove towards it, my com- 
panion. Mark, recounted an unsettling 
experience he'd had there on an earli- 
er visit. 

The house is so large that the fam- 
ily occupies only one wing; much of the 
rest is open to ihe public, but some ar- 
eas are shut up and rarely visited. Dur- 
ing his first stay Mark had been shown 
round by his host, who carried a large 
hunch of keys to open the doors between 
one corridor and the next, and those of 
individual rooms. 

Outside one door he stopped and an- 
nounced. "This is the Blue Room". Turn- 
ing the key. he went in. The room 
eoniaincd no furniture and when Mark 
asked why. the a nswer was. "Oh - peo- 
ple don’t like heing in here, so we don’t 
use if. With the doors of mum and pas- 
sage re locked, the party continued their 
tour, and nothing untoward occurred un- 
til they reached the ground floor. Then 
they heard a hell ringing. The sound led 
them iii the old servants’ pantiy, where 
there was a line of indicator-panels high 
on the wall... 

You’ve guessed: it was the boll in the 
Blue Room (hat had rung. Had they 
somehow shut a child or a dog in 
there? No: everyone was present and 
correct. Nevertheless, they went back to 
check - and, of course, the room was 
as they had found it. empty. 


No explanation had been forthcom- 
ing; so when we arrived, in time for sup- 
per, I hoped that the room 1 had been 
allocated did not turn out to be blue. It 
was not, and I slept like a stone. 

Oa, then, to the Highlands, and to a 
meeting with friends who come from that 
outstandingly beautiful deer forest, 
Loch Choire, in the interior of Suther- 
land. One would expect such a seclud- 
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ed place to harbour mysteries; and sure 
enough, a curious story is told about It 
by the veteran sporting artist, Raoul 
Millais. 

Now in his mid-9Qs, Raoul first went 
to Loch Choire half a century ago. Yet 
still he describes with astonishing im- 
mediacy what happened to him there. 

One gloomy, overcast afternoon he 
was out with a stalker, on the high ground 
towards the southern end of the forest, 
when they saw a lame stag limping down 
a steep face towards a patch of wood- 
land on the shore of the water known 
as the Black Loch. As the animal was ob- 
viously injured, Raoul suggested that they 
tiy to dispatch it; but the stalker was re- 
luctant to go anywhere near the wood. 


which be believed to be haunted. 

They decided that Raoul would go 
down alone, and meet his companion 
later. The lame stag had disappeared 
into the wood; when Raoul reached its 
edge, he found it was alm ost impene- 
trable. Trees bad fallen; undergrowth 
had sprung up through their lichen-en- 
crusted branches; everything seemed to 
be dead or dying. 

A stealthy advance into such a thick- 
et was impossible, but Raoul was de- 
termined to catch up with the wounded 
beast, and crashed ahead. Then, reach- 
ing an open glade filled with dim, 
opaque fight, he was startled to see stags 
rising up all round him - grey, emaci- 
ated beasts, dearly of great age. 

At first he thought they were phan- 
toms. Then he decided they were alive, 
but on their last legs: like elephants, they 
had congregated at a single point, to die. 
The only humane action seemed to be 
to finish off as many as possible, so he 
shot the three nearest to him. At the 
reports, the others drifted slowly away 
into the surrounding trees; when he 
went to inspect one of the bodies, he 
found it was nothing but skin and 
bone. Instead of weighing a couple of 
hundred pounds, it was so UghL that he 
could lift it with one hand. 

The stalker was mightily relieved to 
sec him return unscathed - and Raoul 
himself has remained, ever since, dis- 
concerted by an experience which 
seemed to lie somewhere between this 
world and the next. 




+. 


NATURE WATCH 


The great heat of die summer, followed by heavy rain, 
has produced a bumper crop of woodland 
mushrooms, notably the ultra-delicious chanterelles. 
Look for their bright-yellow, fluted shapes glowing 
like butter in the grass or moss on moist banks round 
the roots of birch, beech or pine trees. Pick them 
■ reverently, because in Harrods they cost £30 per kilo 
(when available), and their unique, nutty flavour 
makes them a rare treat. The woods are full, also, of 
other hi ghly prized fungi such as ceps, morels and 
lilac-tinted blewits; hut beware poisonous types such 
as the red-and-white fly agaric and the innocent- 
looking yellow stainer. For safety's sake, take with you 
Antonio Cariuccio’s excellent field guide, A Passion 
for Mushrooms (Pavilion, £9.99). 

Duff Hnrt-Davis 


The ultra 
delicious 
chanterelle 

Photograph: 
Tessa Traeger. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Unusual Gifts 


MEN'S CALIFORNIAN A' FRONT 


House & Home 


PAIRS FREE 




SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER TO ALL READERS! 
Folipnulnfl Htw teafton tor if (rant stytkig this top 
quaa> noc*. conVc rta rit 100% cotton Boat wtl fly 
opetitag is now avaUta in ■ pack ol 4 rated plan 
onus and tfeuticd to EMrfocWnl Untaotabto wtfuel 




TELEPHONE Fwttd: oarer MEorerasi] vaaonmnncHiu. 
ORDERS iimanntaMi^iitMngoiiAiDMiM. 

— *■ "I "*»» Mitqin he aHoaE(m »»□ 

^T igEiU timio i— ro omomBoai n iis im »— _ _ 

Jl cmn ■» □ ■trocHBa 9*rc»D 



ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS! 

Reservoir Cats 

by Whistling Fish 



WRIT= CP 
PHONE QUOTING 
nra for free 

CATALOGUE WITH 
LOTS f/OPE 
DESIGNS 


“CHE Vive! 


T rie brooding shttess Icon Che 
Guevara, rerohitranaiy fighter wtth 
a dream, friend and confidant of Castro 
depicted in classic heroic pose in our 
bust commemorating tha 30th 
anniversary of his death. 6 high, 
darh grey with gold enameled star 
on beret £29.95+ £3.95 p+g. Allow 
14 days for delivery. Orders to: 

Stmwclear Ud, The Old Bakery, 

24 Bnckley Rd. Towcestet Northarts NN12 6DJ. 
let 01327 353080 Fax: 01327 358383 



11 FOOT IN DIAMETER - IVORY WHITE 
FIRE RETARDANT 

Suitable for schools and playgroups, weddings 
and marquees, theatres and dubs, photography, 
drapes, curtains, bed canopies etc, etc. 

Can be cold / tie dyed or painted with fabric paint 
Ultra Violet reflective - Great for a sun shelter. 

£30 + £3 p&p. Tel: 01497 831606. 


CATALOGUE 


7 



END OF SEASON 

SALE 


Millennium 
wningd 


ecoSun • 

Exterior 
Conservatory 
Roof Blinds 

The Common Sense 
Solution to keeping 
the heat out of your 
conservatory. 

Heat is reflected out 
whilst light is allowed 
in! 


MASSIVE 30% OFF 
SELECTED AWNINGS AND 
CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


House & Home 


Fbr Sales 


ADJUST TO A 
BETTER WAY OF 


Cl CCDIM 


HUGE SAVINGS 
ON ALL 1997 
STOCK 


jfifaintenance free 

rffaouiactured o’ 

IFide range of installed to the highest 
attractive, waterproof specification with all 
fabric designs work fully guaranteed 


a CaU Millennium now 

for further information and a brochure 

07000 781973 

CURTIS HOUSE - WTHM0 A VUUE HOVE ■ EAST SUSSEX ■ BUI ZPD 


GENUINE 

BIRTHDAYj 

NEWSPAPERS 



, 0181 688 6323 

^ cr CllJ FHEE 0500 520 000 


House & Home 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All 1 trading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell. 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting; Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 



Certainly! 


We will beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyie Ltd. 
Unit 1 Rayford Street, Mare St., 
Hackney, London £8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Tel: 0181 633 0916 2 lines Fax: 0181 986 2953 



CQZ “Chnrduirs are die only stairitft 

company I trust, and 1 recomnend 
pp0BT TP|gf than to ;oa <n MMiBDMmD 



* * special offer 

Phone now free! 3nd Churchill's will give* 
3-30 day money back guarantee 


■ Indiana often within 3 days 
• Mon stars fined ■ Value gonanteed 

Call Churchill’s 

0800 371 982 

CiU REE u* ud ask far Oafatine, 
Of wJewtaaFKEEhoaccM Mta - 
wn 7 D AYS A WEEK lAM-ffM 




Books 


FICTIOS WRITERS 

Lausptttsh.pnmoesflci 
natal year nod on a hetasis. 
w&ta-tfca&ar 
Ruth Kefysr, Stitt H, 
Marionette Boob, 

1 Huttwi Ckttc, South Church, 
Durham DL14BXB England 
TdCOXIKSS ftcCfSSS 


Enjoy using and 1?U T? T^T /“'i TT 
Improving your 30 IVxLr IV Xl 
WithJU *Vic CaOurSXamedt 

• Read our varied articles and short stones 

* Speak tbetaiguage better with the hdp of our 
audio cassettes 

■ Learn more about France and French life 

For pleasurable reading aad listening - or to 
f cenqdcmentjnrmalsaufy 

X Ma ny nms ietiQu aids to assist empnbensien 

gjjl eafoyaunt 

S i FRBB STUDY GUIDE with next three r* 1 ™** 

«L o{ oar magazine 


ZZ P ttafla (port . Owe): Jk He AatrXWt 

Mb* FREEPOST. MA 1311(1) 

Maidstone ME IS 9BR 

es fa. Td (OI632J 682122 (24 kr) fiqt (01622) WISE 


CUTLERY RE- 
SILYER PLATING 


WHI make your mm cutlery as 
good 88 new. Shgte items 
mwanta.AtsabHpatB.tmya, 
dbhes etc. Vary reasonable 
prices. Rapatre undertaken. 

NattonwMe sendee. 

Ful details from: 
CJLS. Butts Cottage, 
Wtaborough Green, 


RH14 0BN 
or phones 
01403 700424 




Wanted show 
houses for fully 
fitted kitchens 

Genuine offer 


real reductions 


Solid feaoy made to order 
carcases with interior 
mafdhing door colouis. 

10 Year Guarantee 

Designer Appliances 
Free Design Service 


Phone now. 

FREEPHONE 
0800 220855 


NEW CUSHIONS FOR 

WINDSOR 

DINING CHAIRS 


ERC 0 L - PRIORY^fJh 

& other good makes IM |jj 

* High quality foam III | IlgJ 
interiors and covers, H l a ml 
fitted with 4 tapes .rjjljl/lf 
and press studs. 

Atafcactionof JnSsBP 
shcip prices. fj jpTpft 

* FREE fabric jj “ 11 \ 

samples. y 11 u 

LYNFLAN (Dept 057) UePlauJ 
43 Imperial Way 

fefia CR94LP *0181 688 5808 


As seen on Lv. 



For details of this tardy versatile 
battery powered wheelbarrow 
Freephone on 0800 525323 or write to 
Moto-Barrow, 9 Century Way 
March, Cambs. PE15 8QW. * 






MAP MEASURERS 


COMPASSES & 
ALTIMETERS 

Our imp re ss ive range of 40 
Pedometers allow you to 
choose the right model far. .. . 
your needs. If you; Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cycle or you would just like 
to know how far you hove walked 
the dog, you can measure! tha 
distance travelled. Lightweight and 
compact. 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also hove a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc. all 
available at excellent prices. . 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 

WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR 

The fid rtnge to oar FREE eotatr budure of tpaitf pndaaa bntrmean 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (IN36) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 

Dav entry, Norttiants NN1 5RJ 

TW 01327 706030 Fax 01327 371633 



Missionary Statement 




“TIm. Duehcat't Utile Shoe yielding to 
the Magnitude ot the Doin'* Foot” 

gentler age and more explicit 
moctan ooita form our unqtw collection of erotica. 


complete the Sod cry's 




Stakes? Oicubaon problems? Vad c oa yd m? 

HJSOFTOP SOCBS 

The Original No Qanlc Sock 
Escn do pressure oa Hu calves and lam no 
. jnt taitng rings or marks 
Wooiddi l60%)«Cotumrldi(6S%i 
SWS. «-llorll-13 In Btai±. Dart Grey, Navy 
urOatmod. 

Mlulsum Oidor? Rdm ElQiO 
AvaJ^ ^ county THREADS 
S The Gate Home. Rake. Uss,' Hauls 
GU337JH 

Telephone 01730 894012. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
20 SEPTEMBER l on 7 


TEL.-0I7I 293 2222 


PERSONAL 


FAX: Of 71 293 2505 


w TO RESPOND TO ANY 

¥ 

\t . THE INDEPENDENT |» 

TO PLACE YOUR FREE 

Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL* 

0891 862 117 

Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

and follow the easy instructions. 

24 HOURS A DAY 1 

(Calls cast 50p per minute at all times) 

Voice personals 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR LIVE ASSISTANCE FROM 

A VOICE PERSONALS 9 REPRESENTATIVE, 

CA 1 L MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 AM- 8 PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 




EXETER LADY 
Ronartta, genuine, tiustwa- 
txmemme female, wtth 
i musk: (fotk/ette- 
. theatres. cine- 
ma. arts, dining out, coast/ 
countryside, seeks honest. 
Qemrine mole, good moral out- 
look, with loving-heart, 2<M0. 
Slngle/widowed/morrlaae 
anmiUsd only. 82137 
SLEEPLESS IN SUSSEX! 
Attractive female. 30-some- 
ttwg. dtanusronad wtth 30- 
something males, envoys the 
good . thfogs, m [He, seeks 
strong, honest, Baratova. car- 
ton, thinking. attractive mate, 
3S45. tor TriandshlprteteUon- 

Shto. -gar 20 

WARM A AFFECTIONATE 
Attractive ferrate, 30s, seeks 
wtti GSOK sOm mate. 38-45. 
to share walks, cinema, toand- 
shto and fun. London area 



SUCCESS WTTHOUr LOVE- 
—Is not for me! Attractive, out- 
going, sfim. taff lady. 42. seeks 
tan. pratoseionai. N?S mate, 40- 
55. tor tong-tom lovi ng rate- 


ttonshto. Herts i 


&113 


2» 



BRIGHTON WOMAN 
down-to-earth, prates- 
I mate. 43, enjoys people, 
Bfe, Hvety music. ffens, walking, 
seeks man who ta happy and 
eonfldanl about hknsetf. 

*0*2087 

BORDER EXPERIENCE 
Vbuthtal attractive, profession- 
al female. 45, 5*3", enjoys 
waka. traveL books, art. cuftur- 
al experiences, seeks adven- 
turous soul mate. 40-55, aMlar 
Interests. Based in Bouth 
Wales, the West, Borders. 

■P2133 

SPECIAL PERSON 
Lady, 47. 5*7*. looks 
with young outlook, 
but Bos a single Ms, 
to look at, looranq tor i 
Ion wltn lots at 
TLC and time to cars. Sorting 
area. 82099 . 

HELLO I 

independent. tateffigent female, 
mid -40 b, seeks kind, though tfii 
mate, to add something extra 
special. IQ her Me. 82100 
SSK1NG THE MPOSSBLE 
Professional, bubbly woman, 
tats 40s. NE England, enjoys 
music, reading, potties, red 
wme end laughter, seeks mate 
BqftvalenL tor fitendsho/rsta- 

ttonshto. 82HB 

POSITIVE ATTITUDE? 
Female. 48, N/S. with wit and 
tofeffgence. If you don't mind a 
few gray hairs and mickfle age 
spread, then gat In touch. 
Lancs/Vtwte area. 112140 
AVON CALLING BRISTOL 
Attracttve, professional female. 
48, bond by meats In/but, 
hatee sport prefers Ife enhanc- 
ing music, outrageous art. and 
Interesting views, seeks edu- 
cated mole- TTgt45 



TM. piPtsstfonal tamale. 40s. 
with warm ft happy dfcpoaiflon 
Wim own Bath, seeks stellar 
gendemsn. who also enjoys 
socialising, music; theatre ft 
dtoning out tor IttandgNp/rato- 

ttoralita. 82117 

attractive sparkler 

Outgoing, smart, sincere, pro- 
fessional tamale. S'9". enjoys 
keeping «. dtalng out theatre, 
music, driving, socialising, 
ks eucceswU, genuine, ste- 
tal. attracthra mala, late 
10, N/S. GSOH. Ednburgh 

area. 82106 

TAKE HE TO THE MOON 
Elegant loyal, wel-sducated. 
wkMy-tiwwted. for -taring, 
continental lady; 51. ol youtMft 
appearance, of even more 
youthful nature. GSOH. seeks 
mission and mission controtar. 
■0210* 


ETCHING WOMAN 
Caring woman. 51. seeks inter- 
esting. sorted, caring man, 45*. 
IT. Bees the good things In Be. 
to talk a! night or be stifl and 
tenet Ihe roses. 82134 
COUNTRY TEA AND CHAT 
Quiet but friendly. Camorto- 

geshbe tamate. with sitecests in 

photography, horse racing, 
antiques, old bufaUngs/vshi- 
ctes, Bkes animals, cycling, 
books, the country, seeks, 
horse-loving mate, 45-55 for 
friendship, agios 

Wfl Ptt 

-•female, 38. seeks coraider- 
ate. abg-tovtng rnste. for ou- 
tage ft friendship. atef -02112 
AM I INSANE? 

Witty, professional. Aslan 
female, but wth serious side. 
35. based in Herts, seeks 
attractive. coe m cpoBan mate, 
wkh good Merperconal skBa. 
Am i asking lor too much? 

8209a 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Outgoing, caring tamafe. 21. 
W. tikes reading, walking, 
music, cookfrtg, saaks hand- 
. aome. tntettgert, professional 
mala, 28,30. tor friendship A 

relationship. 82103 

W PURSUIT OF WONDER 
Female postgraduate, ful of 
Bfe and laughter, 25, enjoys art 
and escaptam. traveL books, 
movies, seeks day-dreaming 
soul to dip kite ideas and Ite 
with tetecsity, tntatigenca end 

watoinaaon. V 1606 

fUL THERE? 

Professional, attractive, caring, 
witty. Scottish- Aslan female, 
31. seeks attractive, profes- 
sional mate, 29-45, with varied 
teteraatB, to share wMngUn- 
teg. good conversation, special 
fist, friendship, retettorrshlp. 

London area. 82115 

SHROPSHRE/HBD WALES 
Caring, atlecOonate female, 
early 30s, meduim bufld, seeks 
male, 30-38. meduim build, 
fermtegfequesalan or who 
enjoys countryside, riding, 
waking, to share logs fires, 
cold beam, tun and ccm pa i fcm - 

shto. 8212S 

SEEKING KMDRED SPIRIT! 
Bright, vegetarian, sociable 
ferrate, 36, N/S, toves wtdHte. 
moureakts, oceans, seeks tel. 
dark, handsome vet or stmftar. 
who laughs easily and enjoys 
waking, taking and rad wine. 

Bath area 81949 

PSYCHIC 

SEEKS SOUL MATE 
Attractive bnmetts, green eyes, 
seeks professional guy, 30+, 
tor romance. Kent ft S Ebsl 
triaga 

IS ANYBODY OUT THERE? 
TatL vibrant female, 22. seeks 
mete, London area, tor Mend- 
ship. possible relationship. 

81940 

SEEKING A SUPERMAN 
Outgoing, attractive, friendly, 
pic fe tati u na) female. 25. long 
Mack/bluB. social smokar. ani- 
mal kwer. Sees sodaMng. aer- 
obics, horse riding, seeks tal, 
good-looking, styttsh. profes- 
sional male, 25-34. tar frisnd- 

sh/ttonmanca- 81914 

COME CLIMB WITH HE 
Outgoing female, 29, envoys 
cflmbteg, canoeing, outdoor 
uRs. seeks similar mate, for 
tip. possibly more. 
S-YMritiiB/SheffieU area pre- 

laned. 81933 

srrmJGGLMG 
THROUGH PhD 
Pretty, witty tamale. 30. seeks 
male, tor friendship, compan- 
ionship and tor cflstractton with 
food, conversation ft laughter. 

in 938 

LOVELY ROSE OF ABERFAN 
Divorced mum SI. seeks hon- 
est. gamine male, tar friend- 
ship. poostote raUtonshfcL & 

Wales, in 825 ■ 

MIDDLESEX MUM 
Romantic. African lady. 35. 
places, seeking mate, *, scor- 
pteceen, cancerian, N/S. 
long lasting relationship. 
81B88 


ARE YOU THERE? 
AttracttvH. honest, caring lady; 
who loves the sea. nature, 
•eking, music, htetcoy. read- 
teg, seeks tad, strong, matin. 
BteNar CNL who world vaue a 

special, trusting friendship. 
paasMa ratattarehlp. TTt9g 
“BE MY LOVE" 
Educated, attractive, tetBAgent 
sBm. earing widow. 60s. own 
cadhome. enjoys riasslcal 
music, theatres, concerts, witt- 
ing, aeeteg places. esAs ktod. 
prcTesaJonal/academio mate, 
far caring relationship. Sussex/ 
Surrey area preferred. gi938 
ABERDEEN LASS 
Sparfcflng, attracthra ft intaO- 
gent tamate. 43. seeks las. 
dark mate. 33-48, tor wenmb 
and /rfenttehto. Ttf950 
LONDON LIFE 
Female. 38. into 


cjrcBna wMng ft tflntog. seeks 
too. sincere mate, to enfay 

London me. TTI9S8 

INDEPENDENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
Warm, sociable, sensitive 
female, young 39. seeks gen- 
uine. te^Sgem male, 38-48. far 
friendship and happy tones. 
London area, q-1900 
BRIGHT 

PROUSWG FUTURE 
ProfaasionaL big, beetritful 
female. 39, seeks honest, Skv 
cere, aiturad. soefebte, tovlng, 
caring, understaufing. depend- 
able, praresstanaf mate athr^t 
3945. wkh excatent personal 
quaOtas. VGSOH, Nfi, far poa- 
stote marriaoe. giaiS 
BRIGHTON WOMAN 
Professional, tunny, dowri-to- 
Barth female, 43. enfeys peo- 
ple. Sve end teraly music, tom, 
Sunday waSs. teas and radte 
seels man who is happy and 
con Mem about Mmsatf. 
ten 968 

STYLISH AND FUN 
Attractive, articulate. styHab . 
green-eyed, sum, blonde 
ferrate. N/S. VGSOH. varied 
biterests. seeks attractive, 
accompflshed, tart mete. 3545, 
with sincerity, SOH and opti- 
mism. ChesMre/Wkral hosed. 

PI 957 

SIMPLY THE BEST 
Sim. btonde. warm. tetsBgeriL 
professional, genaraly happy, 
attractive female, early 40s. 
Bras food. wine, dnama. gal- 
leries. seeks handsome, pro- 
fessional. lovable mate. 

London. PI 921 

FUN ft FRIENDSHIP 
Gentfe. fem Irine, pro ta e sl on a l 
female. mkl-40s. enjoys the 
arte, romantic evening, histo- 
ry, flood food/ wine, seeking 
con litem, sensitive, humou- 
rous mate, tor ro ma nce. NE 
HempeWre. tTl93B 



THE PHONE CALL THAT 


COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


T 


hey soy it happens 
when you least expect it... 

...or should I say wherayou least exoect H. Who'd hove 
thought placing a personal ad v/oukl lead to something 
like inis? I met Chris about two months ago and here we 
are, going strong. Tonight we're having a nice meal: 
later, we're off to The Comedy Store. He's good looking, 
with a great personality AND a terrific sense of humour. 
What more could I ask? Cheers! 22 

To place your own personal ad, call Free on 

0800 216318 

Per FREE five eowtonce from a Voice Personal representotiie coll 
Monday Friday 9om-8pm. 

m# . THE INDEPENDENT ■- 

Voice personals 

Voice Personals® appears in The Independent each Saturday 
and in The Independent on Sunday 


"TtB Baryta* proMdvr flBM-PuMtHng UK Ltd) n) Th* InOKanderV do Ml CMrpa a Is. lor Ml WHVtn. homw (Mim m HU It noonto BT IWR In 
rmnrnvn cuuuumeteD ti lnumwin fir nnwign Hi myi Thn nmmnrn- y mmr[|lir irrmr-rtr* ~irm i r n~~**fl | — - r — — - — ■ (you 
nspend id wi Wwwvaer M hs. m ivcateM a w*b grawng. you vto M lave the apponuray id tows a nuarov 



pursuits, 6 
friendship 


e. 


AVON CALLING BRISTOL 
Attractive, prafaesfawef lemeta. 
48. bored by meals In/tert. 
hales sport, pre/era Ofe enhanc- 
ing music, outrageous art and 
intBfaetinq views, seeks edu- 

catedmafe. YTia33 

’SLEtffiER FEMALE. 48* 
AvaflaWe tor limited period: 
some rahsMshment carried 
out would Bull warm, vereeae 
male, tor all occasions. At 
home mostly In YbriaMre area. 

■g188S 

SOMETHMG IN COIMSON 
Sociable, attractive tamale, 
40s. GSOH. N/S, anfoys sports, 
theatre, films, travel, seeks 
Imaginative male. 40-93, seri- 
oue-mteded but wBh sense of 
fun, tor litendshto/retattonshto. 
W. Ybrigtitre area. YriSOfl 
CHMESE FEMALE 
Presentable female, young 
40s, ST, saaks reftaota. pro- 
fessional. British/European 
mate, tor friendsWpAatatfan- 
shte. London area. 171909 
NORTH LONDON 
Spartty. InteBgenL warn, pretty 
tomato. 50. varied Interests, 
seeks mate comparfonshlp. 
maybe more, phone me I 

•EH928 „ 


ENGLISH LADY 
Attractive, ful ol lole de vNra. 
51. seeks wet-traveSed. cul- 
tured. sincere, gentleman 

friend 01984 

WEST COUNTRY LADY 
Witty, attractive, intelligent 
female, seeks GteAar male, 49- 
55. with hair, must be sansAve, 
ftt. love the outdoora, waUng. 
no couch potatoes, for frfend- 
BhfcVCOnroanionshlp. tf1907 
ORPHANED HEART 
SESCS ADOPTION 
Lively, outgoing, eensttive. lov- 
ing. wnriovtog female. 58 going 
on 21. demon cook, music 
lover, seeks adventurous, 
humorous, honest, 
male. 45*. lor fisx moont_ 
and ro mance. London area. 

IB-1951 

DO YOU HTTHB BILL? 
Attracthra, European, sam. 
krt&hgent end artistic female, 
enjoys mude. the ails and Intaf- 

IgBnt conversation, seeks dml- 
tar. musikn mate. 39-45. must 
be easygoing, kind and loyal 

London area. 121585 

SERIAL MONOGAMBT 
Attractive, independent, sytah 
Iamate. 40s, seeks ptflosophl- 
c&f mate, to share arts, good 
toed. wine, oyctaa. travel walk* 
ter ana I 


tog. laughter : 
TM955 


roe. N WesL 


TRUTH ABOUT 
CATS ft DOGS 
Ferrate, enjoys long talks, sun- 
set walks, tuna sandwiches, 
mueks. lots of laughter, seeks 
mete, to M madly In love wth. 

Surrey area. Tf 1728 

EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN 
Stunning, beautiful tnsktetoul. 
strong, humorous, balanced. 
arttointB woman, ssMe buc- 
cessfto man ol Intagrity and 
spirt. r^S. 6*+. 35-45. and 
who's ready tor retattonshfe of 
mutual giving and exdtemanL 
London/Hena/Beds/Bucks/Ca 

mbs. -g17l7 

LOVELY WOMAN-. 

..JO. London-baaed, seeks 
' adventurous. Uttered spirit, 28- 
35. for music, mountaineering, 
books and weekends array. 
Tent provided. -gi748 
FUN 

Mxed race female, 23, peen 
eyes, looking tor fun. Dees 
dubs, pubs, art. seeks male. 
23-30. tor WendshJoABlatlon- 
ahto. London area. <21897 _ _ 


KIND GENUINE MALE? 
TttD. slender, htendfy profes- 
sional female, er^oys music, 
meals ora, pubs, cosy evenings 
In. seeks tail humorous, settled 
man. 27*34. Alter many rflsap- 
plfeMueHM . Cm seeking a iast- 
Infl retattonehto- 2H8BB 
COMPLETELY HAT STAND 
Ferrate graduate, 33. Monde/ 
green, sporty, slim. GSOH, 
seeks sknftar mete, 3340, tor 
friendship, possible retail on- 

ttap. ■B'leBO 

PARTNER WANTED 
P/trissstonal sl/m. attractive, 
30-something female, ST, Into 
poNSca and mude, seeks toteN* 
gent ft ertlculata mate, 30-45, 
tor retattonshlp. M40 ft 

OxtonteMie. qi5S2 

SLEEPLESS M SUFFOLK 
TeB. striking, ftame-tuttred 
ferrate. mU-SOs, seeks excel- 
lent comp a ny ol an educated, 
independent man. 8"+. to share 
good things In Bfe. If you enjoy 
sunset wales, good toodtaw 
and adventure, then please 

«ta RIMS 

SEEKS COMPANIONSHIP 
Fun-tovtag. young-al-heart 
tamate, 38. interests include 
waldng. playing tonne, cine- 
ma, music, eating out seeks 
jmetectuel cUkured. sensittve 
rate. 36-45. B80H, tor fitend- 
3hlp. meybe romenoe- 03756 
SPONTANEOUS LADY 
A He cflo na te, professional 
woman. 38. with 3 cats. 2 
teenagers ft lU-tt-up house, 
seeks funny, warm, solvent 
man, to shore ton times, spe- 
cial momenta, lots laugh 

together ttiagg 

MCURABLE ROMANTIC 
Successful professional 
female, early 40s, saaks tataB- 
genl creative, professional 
mate. 30-45, GSOH. tor tasting 
reiationahip. Genuine replies 

only Kant tH757 

THIS LIFE 

Slim, attracthra. tatelBgem 
female, sacks slmBar. tallsh 
male. 2939. to enjoy EBowonh 
Ke*y. Thai food, cool clubs. 
Alan Sheerer; London He. this 
Ife. Cartobean sunsets, cotd 
beef and more? W1712 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


ORPHANED HEART 
SEEKS ADOPTION 
Sincere, loyal romantic, InteS- 
gern. goodtooteng. wttty mate, 
28, 6\ enfoys theatre, (Sning 
ora. wafting, cinema, converea- 
Uoa seeks svnlar female. 25- 
45. no Has, N/S. for lun. friend- 
ahlp/retetlonshlp. Mkflande 
area. Wl travel TT2108 
NICE ASIAN GUY 
WeD-bulll ft attractive male, 
aged 29. 5 , 8*. wth VGSOH 
seeks female, any naborafity. 
tor frtendehlp. posstote rataoon- 

ahlp. P2069 

SONG WRITER SEEKS- 
..rapiratkxifi Creative gradu- 
ate, into song-writing, music, 
gigs, Jazz dubs, poetry, current 
affaire, totetegem conversation 
ft chUng ooL seeks female ktn- 
dr&d-spirii. tor frtendshlprirai, 

NE England. TT2123 

GMEEKLADY7 
Romantic, Brltish-Greek/ 
Cypriot male, enjoys music, 
walking, winning/ tinning end 
having ton, seeks loving, sin- 
cere. genuine soul mate, to 
share Tl£ with, GSOH a must! 

122127 

LOOKING FOR LEFTY 
Romantic male, 30, Into music, 
(rock. toft, classical}, dnama, 
books, theatre, walks, seeks 
similar woman. 24-35. Pref 
sintatml London. T22130 
AUBmous? 

Handsome, kttdlgere. roman- 
tic, haid-worttlng. ambitious, 
black guy. 31. warns Indepen- 
dent, operwrintted vroman. 30- 
40, tor sincere retattonshfe. but 
not marriage or kkta. single 
mun with defer cMdren wd- 

oome. 122094 

SURREY MAN 

Mate edlctor. 34. N/S, seeks 
lady, 30-40. tor frlandshto/idB- 

Ttonsfilp. TT2132 

BUSY BOOT? 

Male. 34. seeks professtonal 
tamate. 24-39, tar friendship/ 
ra to ttonefiip. Midlands area 
■agi24 


TRY ANYTHNG ONCB 
Slim, easygoing, attractive, 
sporty mate. 35. smdter (non- 
snoring) Geeks slim, attractive 
female. 25-35. GSOH essen- 
tial. tor fnend&nlp. hot ft ? 
London area 1T2128 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
WNte. athletic, ft male. 35. 
5*11*, dim buUd. Hires in 
Manchester, enjoys rugby 
union, ha walking, rtmbtng. 
reading, writing, ait house, dn- 
ema. seeks professional 
female, N/S. lata 20s-earty 
30s, tor friendship. poaeRita 

retationshto- -02091 

GOOD-LOOIQNG 
Male 30e. sftn with long blond/ 
blue, 510", Beaks femafe, must 
be good-looking ft bmHgent 
tar lasting retattonshlp. 
Worcester Area. 122090 
TALL, DARK ft HANDSOME 
Self-emptoyed. btinguaL pro- 
fessional mate. 39. 6*3r. N/S. 
average bold, enjoys classical 
muMo. travel, foreign cUbjree, 
cooking, seeks beautfful. 
hEODy. tnteOgent femafe. 20- 
30. to share conversation, 
friendship, possibly more. 
London preferred- 1T2T10 

HANDSOME ft DARK 
Single, easygoing male, 41, 
57", sSrrVmedUim. with GSOH, 
seeks female, for friendship/ 
retattonshlp. London area. 

122119 

TALL ft GOOD LOOKING 
Mata 40. seeks tevdy* chatty 
femafe, tor good ttmas and 
triandshto. TT2129 

LAUGHING WOMAN 
Can you sing, dance or Iran a 
caper? Stylish, Bohemian, 
companionate, InfeNgant male, 
seeks maybe continental, 
maybe black, maybe you. 
■roman. 30s. for general mam- 
mart. with rugged, aarty 40s 
chap, whol donee your soda 

Oil. TT2146 

REFORMED WORKAHOLIC 
Professional, successful and 
attractive, sensfdve male. 44. 
N/S, enjoys participating 
sports, arte. wlnlngkBntag trav- 
el, outdoor pursuits, music, 
seeks attiacttva, InfelUgem 
female. 27-38. lor tong-term 
reiafeneNp. pass We marriage. 
Cheshire. 2*2098 


Gentfe mate. 45. needs to be 
needed, offers love and mar- 
riage. to female who wants to 
Sourish and be harsett. Brad 

area. tr?l39 

NEW MAN. NEW WOMAN? 
Humourous, senstavE. wast 
Mktonds. pubrtshng mm. 46. 
enjoys movies, theatre, the 
country and He. seeks soul 

mate. -02096 

AMIABLE LONDON MAN 
Sometimes attamanve. tabty 
quiat, veggie, Qtarteata mala, 
with lowly job, young 59. rotor- 
ested in life's mystanas. health 
and longevity: seeks Meftgem 
woman, any naSonatfly. who 
can lough. Enqulnes welcome. 

«144 

INTERESTED IN TRAVEL 
Outgoing mda. 85, Bkes ttavd- 
Itng, poetry, reeding, music, 
seeks skm. taB temate, 50-70. 
GSOH. who kkes to travel tor 
friendship ft relationship. 

TT2082 

WARM CUDDLY 
FRIEND WANTH) 
Adaptable widower, earty 70s. 
vary much atone, seeks a 
friend to share He wflh and to 
share classical music, good 
Lood ft navel. N.Wtashba area 

■82122 

PROFESSIONAL MALE! 

m skm, attractive, frierntty, 
easygoteg male. 35, enjoys 
restaurants, anama. verting 
Nstortcal places, country wafts, 
seeks kvefc chatty female, with 
a nuscittevous streak, and a 
great smite. London area. 

82136 

ROMANTIC 
YOUNG-AT-HEARTT 
Aa the saying goes; there may 
be snow on the root but there is 
Bre down bate* Maa 80*. ft ft 
raring to go. seeks youna out- 
goteg female. 59*. N/London. 

8213S 

WRITER 

Stan. dark, handsome. Oxford 
educated. Jewish male, 34. 
ST, mode job. seeks special 
female, tor tnends/fevtaCatlDn- 

Shtp. 82126 

TALL ATTRACTIVE MALE 
65 looks SO! No money, no car. 
plenty of love to give, enjoys 
countryside, animals, saa. will- 
ing, an. |ust emerging trotn He 
of isolation, seeks friendly 
female, nationality Irrelevant 

82086 

CHAMPAGNE 
ft CANDLELIGHT 
Easygong, sensteve. outgoing, 
canng mate. 23. 5'lf. slim 
birid. enjoys fiooaMng, sports, 
dining ora. pubttng. ektobng, 
seeks oragomg but also quiet 
caring, approachable, easygo- 
ing female soul mate. 18-27. lor 
retetronsrn). 82131 
YOUNG MAN 25 SEEKSw 
..the mm mature woman, tor 
Interesting times, tor friendship 
and poesibte retattonshlp. 

82114 

POETIC KNIGHT— 

. Jn tarnished armour, 25. cooks 
mean fcorma. loves witty con- 
versation ft pizza, seeks pretty. 
infeNgeni, damsel In distress, 
lot Irtendstup. tun. conversation 
and good times. 82102 
LOOKING FOR FUN 
Do you enjoy pitos, ctobe. 
music ft toottsafi? Than give me 
a cal! Down-to-earth mate 28, 
seeks sfendBf female, tor friend- 
sMprtBtattonsliip. London area 

82116 

NORTH WALES/ 
CHESHIRE MAN 
Styfish. senatthra. professional, 
weO-educated. Cottle male. 27. 
enjQfs an. sport, especially ten- 
nis. seeks simflar tamale, tor 
stimulating times, kiendsfep/ 

retettonshlp. 82109 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT 
Attractive. InteBgeni male, 27, 
working arttaL seeks attraeftra 
and cuddy female. 18-40, with 
cold hands and a worm heart. 
London. Surrey or Kent 
82143 


COME WALK WITH ME 
Profess crul. skm. youthful, 
energetic. «tec3ted, Christian 
mate. 40. e i^oys miric. wak- 
ing. cycling, swimming, own 
heme, part-time father, seeks 
female CMipannn. to shore kfe 

ft interests. Kent 81930 
READ MET 

Single, professronai. solvent ft 
successful handsome mate, 
39. StCT. GSOH. soaks charm- 
ing. stytish temate. Lancashire, 
W. Yorks. Cheshire areas pro- 

lerod. 81935 

LOVING SUSSEX MALE 
Bright, canng. affectionate, 
stan. sokram. Francophile, res- 
able mate. 39, 5*S*. enjoys 
eyeing, waftfeg. cookrog. shar- 
ing me. Horcham/Sussex 
based but mobile. 81937 


AwQueries? 

F you uuud ham my qu«5oia| 

etooerf ncy rapeett ol oar Vbros! 
Fwvmolr HiYiea. plerm call 
on 0800 216 318. 


FRIENDSHIP FIRST 
Male. 49. many nterests, seeks 
female, any ago. tar friendship 
test, maybe more. 81960 
FRIENDLY BLACK MALE 40 
Honest, trustworthy ft tun. 
enjoys music. pzz/laiin/souL 
complimentary therapies, 
nature, animals ft practises cu 
Chl, seeks female, with simitar 
Interests, tor fen and Inendsfep. 

81918 

HAMPSHIRE ROMANCE 
Professional, tall, attractive 
mala. 40. seeks lady. 30-40. to 
share lie's 143s ft downs, pro- 
njes ft sunsets. 81892 
PERTHSHIRE 
PROFESSIONAL 
Professional exceptionally fit 
and weH-eckroaied mate. 41. 
seeks elm. smart and sopNsU- 
ceiod female. 25-35. N/S. 
Independent wealth no obsta* 

eta- 81959 

THE ROAD 
LESS TRAVELLED 
A canng vote, a rrOtS caress, a 
gracious gift ol lendemese. 
weary, emotional adveniurer, 
seeks winsoma teftwv traveller. 
20-35, to share dreams, dstou- 
sroomems and packod lunch 
SenaiblB walking shoes 

required. 8l9t5 

SHY PLAYWRIGHT 
Sbm mate, young 43. not 
entirely comfortable wan new 
age or mkkSe age. seeks skm. 
IntelHgent lemale. 35-43. tor 
posstota retaitonshlp. Plymouth 

area. 81961 

SOLVENTS SOARING 
Hampshire based, presentable, 
male graduate. 43, 5*1 r. N/S. 
enjoys long walks. Scottish 
walks, good beer, red wine, 
muse, seeks tamale. 10 enjoy. 
share and endure life. 81919 
DOWN-TO-EARTH PAINTER 
Genuine mate. 43. loves the 
aits, camping, seeks similar 
female, to celebrate Be with. 

London area. 81904 

CHRISTMAS IN SICILY? 
InteBgeni weff-travelled com- 
passionate ft wity male, 43. 
wfl/i a varied ft interesting 
career, enjoys country walks, 
outdoor pursuits ft reading, 
seeks mobile, adventurous 
lemale. 25+. tor parineiship. 
Bitmlrigham/Herelord/Worcesi 
er. 81906 


BOHEMIAN SOUL MATE? 
fosoiveni but interesting, tangle 
lather. 44. seeks attractive. 
roteJHgeni female, to go reck 
ctimbmg. exploring me great 
outdoors, and sharing cuturol 
experiences. North Wales area. 

81901 

SPEND LOVE WITH ME 
Tall. Glaswegian male. 40. 
ma rests include classical 
music, one me. country ton. 
traveling, soaks sntiar temalo. 
30-40. In Scotland area. 

8i9» 

GENUINE AND CARING 
Bacnetac 47. 6'. medum butte, 
fair complex ton, blue eyes, no 
ties. GSOH. wes We » the h*. 
often outrageous, somottnes 
utprediaabte, seeks southern 
Mediumum/Latin lemate. 384.. 
N/S. London area. 81956 
DESERT ISLAND CASTAWAY 
.seeks Brighton mermaid, to 
share lagoon ana only coconut 
treo Creative, intelligent, fenny, 
BttecttonaiB mole. 40. fond ol 
fish, seeks temple, lor tong- 
tamt hro and taughtet. 81927 
JACK OF DIAMONDS 
Cosmopolitan, wad. crnzy-ai- 
heon mate, movng to Oxford 
shorty* seeks quean ol hearts. 
30-45 Asian lady welcome 

81887 

POSITIVE ENERGY 
Tail successful, athletic male, 
SO. BT. good Wastyte. ItS, 
into Htnass. gym. running, trav- 
el ihe arts. dogs, seeks opti- 
mistic, til, Ivoly female, 40-45, 
tor tong-term relationship 
Lancs. Cheshire, NW area. 

81917 

WEST KENT 

Male, youig SO. seoks raw 
tomato Iriend/panner. Buys ear- 
lytsh music, just recalls Ihe rest 
LAas natural history, but I rods 
puisuffs lonesome since 
dhrorce. N/S 81913 


MEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


MIDLANDS GUY 
Young, attractive. prolesstonoJ 
guy. 27. seeks similar, sporty 
yotrog mate, for lun and frtond- 

Ship. 82142 

YORKSHIRE AFfEA 
Gay male, 27. enjoys counlry* 
side, cooking, croema. seeks 
genuine, camg male. 24-33. 
lor lasting rejattorchp. 82088 
EDNIBURGH 
PROFESSIONAL 
□ark. attractive, non-scene 
mate. 40. Wees classical muse, 
wine, walking, seeks sun tar. 
sincere, mtatogem. good-look- 
ng guy. 28-40. lor friendship 

a nd more. 82095 

YORKSHIRE LAO 
Mate. 40. seeks sknUar male 
companion, lor lun and hiend- 
shfr 82111 

RESCUE BID 

Ultra sensitive, affectionate, 
open, serious male writer ft 
painter, sight btite. 50s. inter- 
est include Asan/Wesiem cul- 
ture. spirituality, tantra. hoping 
tor rescue from isolation by 
companion aged. 50-70. any 
nationality. Bath area. 82101 
YOUNG MALE 

Gay mate. 23. seeks mature 
mote. 40s. lor h*i times and 
friendship. Sheffield area. 
82121 


JUST FRIENDS 


TRAVEL COMPANION 
Professional male. 40s. seeks 
famata/male companion, inter- 
ested in travel tor friendship. 
South coast based. 82138 
RIM LOVER? 

Straight, single, mature stu- 
dent. 30. recently returned to 
Glasgow, seeks new friend, tor 
dnama tips. Movredrome ft 
GFT drama vtstts experience 
necessary. 81946 


MALE TRAVELLING 

COMPANION 

... sough! by elegant, rrtddte- 
aged. professional woman. 
InterastBd to hsury, literature 
and countryside. Preferably 
with similar interests and SOH 

ILondonl. 81697 

TRIP-LOVING MALE 
FK widower, 62, seeks lady car 
driver, to share motor holidays, 
friendship, the feture. 81532 
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1 MldiHi tarab Itartlre M »' 

- ‘ ' Jbud. Heart Meney, 


9C4 3TH hiving lor tee bpi 

jtir noeria or bd* rwried a 


jaa be trade 


YOU nGTIQ ftai I Mod 10 rafer _ 
fctoglWte fa fctCby.fl/ 
Maadmer rtbK ft ft* Toofter 
Sfacioaio be Waite M fo nrm' 
Qwt Crtw Sgfeta Mapdta terMM 
1 R aa IfeHdfa fte Mr rty ofi Oaobw 
W97 M MUSa fa 1 tie Plowonal 
ni b tne d a New &tt£ bona 

SfSfKiaSiSiSrS: 

sssra*ass? 5 rf 5 

wdiobetawratelCalddiB^ftiriat 

wkidi aid pm HDdari ft 

Ce wfaw ataM eCre k raate ft 
J4 Hkft Srtt kfedranr M4 1AH ff 
fteewaa 

Ate Fumfit tus Nona ftn • 
well Prorafadlieara dgnured ft 
afaspN k h ow MBteea te WH 

fteUM g^MtotefoF weftgM- 

lutaBfaSltMSiteribeieU 
or wnfted fa consotapbon '0 F ftg 
ptaiiH. CB appBcatiai dal he 
made wafa fte jaftmffy ef fta 

Licence fa fte pan or coowft U an 

Occavnail Uceaca CT Hat aad aid 
fadvriabeMfafafeaiakfarofarH 

ifssnxsti^i 

die preata*wSbeS*<w wifc 4e 
Mwetioer Oy Cored 'Doonafe' 
Scheme. 

Baled tita Btidw ft Somber 1997 
HAUJWfU UrtlW. 
a bow's Cowl timm Sort, 
Manchester. M2 Tf. Soicte awl 
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TO WHOM If MkT COHCBtN 
' l mtiB Cart Men tf I BOO FfafieM 
tart. Miedrter. *11 ZQf faring fa 
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ftetadr a afire of a hr M a n ag er 
MOIY CtVt YOU NOTKX tire I 
need id apply to faUcoang fates 
fa fee Cry ft M anche re i ftterg ft be 
fa ntfer Sosbra to be heU ar dr 
Magtarar* Own. Crorm Square. 
Maorteaer MW 1ft on Iterator dc 
Mi iferoi October lWft KUO Bn tor 
tic ■«( to tne ft a ferdai Hare 
Certrare wda Seaton 77 ft tee 
licwrtg AO 14*4 te wped el drew 
pCKtittrea IftQO MtieklSrtS. 
Mmchwfa ftorered and borer » 
TfcSuri Gmt*. 

AND Fuirn« T«E NOTICE tire ti 
twh Bid Certhare h warari a* atore- 
od smoo 76 ft tee fad An teal 
amtep ro tic aft prendre tow tic dw 
of ter tfar ft dr pans ft such red 
Centeac on mottom to Sreafayi 
(botir dm fafeftvft <■ eedt and nay 

<mtk rah a tenrefa tare d LOO aev 

ANY pMont fantieg t> oppose tic 

apfteai on fa the pare ft a Speoaf 

Hows CMdfafe in aopea ft tear 
pranfas ted ghc note ie writing ft 

Ire n ewts Bfteappfcjtti wftio tie 

Cfetk b ter Uxrelng fates Kcftfaii 
rigmefachw tee pnwfafttic open- 
fare >w bur tere enee date tiefae 
tic miwc s u re c ai ft tic afaenaa- 
danfa farri e r Ses rfati . 

Dtted tea I2te (fa ft Septeoba W97 
WUWGUAhCMU. 

St fan's Corel Brown $hm, 
MerekHKO M? 2ff. SetcOon A 
Aeriweed A*ra fa tee Appicari. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

Tbe Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive a' 
reply when answering 
advenisemems on this 
page, although we hope 
that us a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making contact 
with people Tor the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
Friend know where you 
wQI be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
encrose caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genu me 
respondents. 


Legal Notices 


TO WHOM rT MAY CONCERN 

I. Wroftra WtWfeJd ft Jl HWteeU 
Road, Lerenteutae. MjndttSEr M19 
itl fofnrift bwmg ftrlfie (H « 
Berths or more earned on tic trade ft 
caBra ft a Head ft Omutncft HRE- 
BY UVEYOU NOTICE tint Irniend to 
ApY to the Ucendng fattces fa tee 
Cry ft Manchester stares at lie 
Transfer Seams to he hftd at tic 
Maeksnates' Com, Crown Square. 
Mancheflrr M60 1 PR an Tfenday tic 
for iby ft Oaste 1 997 ft ICLWjm 
br tic pan to me ft a new kaoces' 
Lictnce authoTSirig bcio sell farwait 
ovoncaitog bquor ft ftl fecrftlftS 
far consun|Xian 'ON' tee premises si- 
iur at 1008 Siodpon Hoad. 
Levtnteuknre Mandcst e r MIS JWN 
and brawn as 'The Mecca Social 
Cbb a and of which said 
Rank Usnterf whose regia __ _ . 
Stance at 6 Crenaufts Mace. Londm 
VV2 2T2 B tee Unmet 

and Fwtfiot wa Nona fa h 

■ch Lk. axe e panted as aforesaid it 
ir. my Mention to request tee Licensing 
fauces to impose S» Wkwmg 
Condemns teerecar- 
II Ttw tale and sutey ol tawa w 
fepn stuff fa ftoMHiK- (3J the tuf 
eleaaf nci nb w ft dc elite being po- 
sons whohaee railed fa menteteip 
at lust 24 hous before their election to 
menteerte^ tegedcr with ihe bora 
Sde peas ft menteert andfa W per- 
sons employed by the Prapnaon 
and/or td S** ft tee ProprSeuvS. 31 
There shall fa no 'Off' sates rapt 
by way ft arias. 

Dated this lHh day ft Septate? 1997 
HAUIWBI LANDAU. 

Si lamest Couit, Brown Street, 
Mancheaer, M2 3f, Sol>c«n and 
Autimed Agtres fa tee Apfticare. 


Nanniea'An Pairs 


AU PAIR fw Austria' 

phone 00 431 62177041. 



Clairvoyaney 




GIFTED CLAIRVOYANT AND 
PSYCHIC SPECIALIST IN 
RELATIONSHIP PROBLEMS 

mtnvi mmir-t cvyaii ATffis 


01843 601700 

IIAM-Iim EA'ERY DAY' 

S»TICH »^n OHOT CARDS HQttlVE? 
MEMBER OF THE 
BRITISH ASSC'CTATION OF 
CLAIR VOTA.VT CONSULTANTS 

as runup os s AifatAL mtgggg 


Any advenisements 
carrying Box No I: — , 
please send 
replies to: 

The independent, 

1 9th Floor, 

I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London HI4 SDL 


Charities 



WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR HER? 

Let's lace it, it can hardiv be worse lhan the post. For years Zaire, 
now the Democratic Republic of Congo, has been plague by poverty, 
hunger, disease and corruption. Life is hard for this young girl and 
her community, but at least they have been able to benefit from 
International Care and Relief’s health, education and agriculture 
programmes. ICR, a small but determined British charity, has 
remained in Zaire in spite of all the threats and difficulties. And 
there's more, much more work to do. 

THE PEOPLE OF ZAIRE COULD DO WITH YOUR HELP! 

ENQUIRIES. GIETS. BEQUESTS TD: 

INTERNATIONAL CARE AND RELIEF 

16 St John's Hill, Swenoak s. Kent TNI 3 3NP 
Tel: 01732 450250 Fax; 01732 741 190 

Registered Charity No. 2983 16 Please quote 223 
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‘I know my faults 
and I see them 
in other writers. 

We're vain, 
selfish, egocentric 
bastards ...You 
start off spoiled 
if you become a 
writer and become 
more spoiled 
if you are 


a success 


Norman Mailer used to raise hell and 
profile killers but now he has written 
a book about Jesus. What's happened? 


Find out in John Carlin's 
extraordinary profile in the 
Sunday Review 




AY 


Tomorrow marks another stage in the 


evolution of the • impendent on Sunday, 


writes Rosie Boycott We have made 
changes designed to bring you an even 
better Sunday newspaper. As you will 
discover, News and Comment are now 
in separate sections, with a new Second 
embracing both our excellent 
and our highly regarded Sport 
pages. There are several new features - 
for instance, What the Papers Said - an 
off-beat, critical view of how the week’s 
news has been presented by other 
newspapers. Our S-jsinsss section now 
includes property and personal finance, 
because we aim to make the world of 
money exciting, accessible and relevant to 
you all. Our unique Real Life section 
expands and now stands alone as does 
our get-up-and-go Travel section. We’ve 
also introduced essential information in 
B.rs&fv sieves to . help you get ahead in 
your career, plus pages of job ads, so 
you’re ahead of the game when the week 
starts on Monday. As ever 7hs Sunday 
Tv v~ • is unrivalled - still an outstanding 
combination of brilliantly written features 
and challenging coverage of arts and 
books. This week, for instance, don't miss 
Tina Brown's interview with the late 
Princess of Wales, or John Carlin’s candid 
conversation wrth Norman Mailer. In 
response to your interest we’re increasing 
our science coverage and from now on 
we’ll be covering breakthroughs in new 
technology, as well as up-dates on all 
that’s new on the Internet. Give it a try. 

I believe you’ll enjoy it 



ROSIE BOYCOTT 

EDITOR 

INDEPENDENT! ON SUNDAY 



‘You see, Charles 
is not a leader. He’s 
a follower. ' 
He was born, to 
the wrong job. 
He’d have been so 
happy with a house 
in Tuscany, being 
a host to artists. 
He just wasn’t cut 
out for what 
he got ...’ 


.Eariierthis summer,. Diana, Princess of 
Wales, talked frankly about her life to 
Tina Brown, editor of the New Yorker. 


Read the full story of 
their encounter in this week's 
Sunday Review 


WDttKUtnfl 
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The name of the 
rose — and its grower 


Zephyrine Barbarachild runs a 
one-woman gardening business 
from a base In Lancashire. She 
talked to Anno Pavo rd about her 
circuitous route to the business 
that gives her satisfying work all 
the year round. 


The job involved delivering regular 
food parcels to the band's various gigs, but 
it all had to be done by bike because she 
couldn’t drive. “If I'd had a driving licence, 
I might have become their roadie,” she 
muses, seeming to mind the opportunity she 
missed to add yet another episode to the 
tale of her picaresque career. 

But, to cut a long story short, garden- 
ing got her in the end. It was her brother's 
fault He, being a lecturer in horticulture 
at St Albans, was her first port of call when 
she wanted to find out about taking cut- 
tings from a fuchsia. He told her, and de- 
livered a bolt of information about 
horticultural courses at the same time. 

So perhaps it’s the fuchsia’s fault rather 
than her brother’s that she now runs a one- 
versity (where she read languages) to hide * woman -gardening b usiness. Rose Among 


If your parents christen you with a name 
like Zephyrine, you are surety destined for 
a horticultural career. Where else do you 
ever see the name but in association with 
‘Z&phirine Pro uh in’, the pink-flowered 
Bourbon rose, famous for its tbomlessness? 
For a long time Zephyrine Barbarachild 
tried to escape her fate. She fled from uni- 


in a croft in Aberdeenshire. There she kept 
goats, and attempted to forget the three 
beautiful gardens that her parent*: had nwA» 
while she was growing up in Cheshire. 

It worked for a while, but then, by a 
sneaky subterfuge, destiny arranged a date 
for her at the Quakers’ meeting-house at 
Brigflatts, Sedbergh. She’d applied for 
and got the job of warden, which seemed 
innocuous enough. But there was a garden 
attached to the __ _ 

meeting-house and as 
well as sweeping out 
the building, making 
tea and doing other 
jobs that wardening 
demanded, Zephyrine 

Barbarachild found 

herself tinkering in 
this garden, planting things thinking about 
it, when she could have been thinking about 
goals or trade unions or macrobiotics, or 
any of the other things that had from time 
to time been important in her life. 

Realising hnw stealthil y her/tep pAg nn{*>r 
was creeping up on her. she chucked in the 
Cumbrian meeting house and charged off 
instead to mid-Wbles -always a good place 
to head for in a crisis. There she fell in with 
some herbalists and, learning on the job. 
became chief dispenser at a centre for nat- 
ural healing. 

“But it was hard living in mid-Wales,” 
says Ms Barbarachild. “The people are so 
bloody miserable.” So she went off to try 
London, feeling, as did many at the time, 
that to have lived at all, you had to have 
lived in the capital. There she became a 
macrobiotic cook, most especially to a 
rather fussy all-girl band. 


ANNA 

PAVORD 


Thorns, from a base in Lancaster. She gives 
horticultural advice, takes on garden main- 
tenance and can do garden design. She also 
creates dried flower arrangements to order 
and makes Christmas wreaths and swags. 

Could she have set up the business with- 
out doing her course, I wonder. “No,” she 
says. “Although 1 didn’t enjoy it much at 
the time, it’s come in useful.” 

What, especially, had been useful, I 

asked. “Pruning." she 

replied without hesi- 
tation. “Clients get 
into a terrible twist 
about pruning, when 
and bow to do iL It’s 
the sort of thing that 

my kind of business 

can easily take on.” 

She sees herself fitting into the niche left 
by the patio/construction professionals 
that she calls “the flat-bed truck brigade”, 
who are keener on sloshing around concrete 
than they are on wielding secateurs. There 
is a living to be made in her field, she says, 
but you have to accept that it is seasonal 
The slump in outdoor work between No- 
vember and March is what prompted her 
to diversity into dried flowers and Christ- 
mas swags- 

MsBarbarachild’s Lancaster house has 
a cellar, so she has recently started up an- 
other sideline: producing potted hyacinths. 
She buys the bulbs wholesale, pots them 
up and starts them into growth in the dark, 
cool conditions below - ideal for forcing 
hyacinths. Then when the bulbs have 
greened up and the buds are beginning to 
show, fat and juicy, she invites her friends 
and clients round and persuades them that 



Zephyrine Barbarachild 
succumbed to her calling and 
is now in the bedding business 

Photograph; News Team 


WEEKEND WORK 


There arc several hardy annuals which will 
make a good show early next year if you 
sow them outride now, in the place where 
you want them to flower. 

Sow them as thinly as possible, cover 
lightly with sifted soQ or compost and firm 
lids down on top of the seeds. Protect with 
netting against cats and birds until the 
seedlings are property established. Do not 
thin the seedlings until the spring. There 
are bound to be casualties before then. 

Annuals such as poppy, calendula, lark- 
spur. limnanihes (called “fried egg” because 
each flower has a brilliant yellow centre sur- 
rounded by white-tipped petals), love-in- 
the-mist. ciaritia and cornflower can all be 
treated in this fashion. 

Take cuttings of shrubs such as berberis, 
phiomis and potcntilla. They will root most 
easily in a light mixture of sand and peal. 
Choose 6in-9m shoots and pull them off 
the parent bush leaving a reasonable- 
sized “heel” (a slip of old wood) attached. 
Bury them about 3in deep and firm the 
compost down well around the cuttings. 

After picking lhe last peaches and nec- 
tarines, prune wall-trained trees and tie in 
new shoots to replace old, fruited shoots. 
Cut out entirety any shoots that grow 
straight out of the front of the tree. 

Check ties regularly on top-heavy plants 
such as dahlias and chrysanthemums. 
Dahlias, especially, suffered during the 
downpours of August, but there is still time 
for them lo produce new flowers. 

Weed carefully round cyclamen conns, 
which tend to get forgotten after the 
leaves dive underground. The flowers of C 
hederifolhun are a great treat in early Sep- 
tember, and they flourish among tree 
roots where few other plants will settle. 


potted hyacinths are just what they need 
to give a,way as Christinas presents. 

Her garden is remarkable for the num- 
ber of trees that she persuades to grow in 
pots. Much of the garden is contained in 
a small concreted yard behind the terraced 
house, so pots are the only option. 

A twisty hazel ( Corybis oveUona ‘Con- 
toita*) shares one pot with a climbing hy- 
drangea. Next to it is a potted larch, Lam 
decidua ; which must be at least 10ft tall, and 
a rather smaller Norfolk Island pin e,Arau- 
caria hderophyUa. which spends its winters 
in the spare bedroom. And yes, she does 


have That Rose. It grows in the little front 
garden with variegated fuchsia and Clem- 
atis armandil 

Rose Among Thc^ns is based at 35 Cromwell 
Road, Lancaster LAI 5BD ( 01524383325 ). 
Zephyrine Barbarachild studied for her Na- 
tional Certificate of Horticulture (a one-year 
course) at Myerscough College, Myerscough 
HaB, Bilsbomnu, Preston, Lancashire PR3 
ORY (01995 640611). This is the first build- 
ing-block necessary to qualify for a horti- 
cultural career. Jf you are successful in the 
NCH, you can go on to study for a Nation- 


al Diploma m Horticulture and then a 
Higher National Diploma. Different colleges 
offer different options. At Merrist Wood 
College, Worplesdon, Guildford , Surrey GU3 
3PE ( 01483 232424), you can study either 
amenity horticulture (which is what Ms 
Barbarachild did) or Commercial Horticul- 
ture. lhe first teaches die science of gardening 
and the skills that underpin it Hie second 
concentrates more on nursery production. At 
least 35 colleges offer courses leading to an 
NCH. For a full list send a large SAE to the 
Institute of Horticulture, 14/15 Belgrave 
Square. London SWIX 8PS. 


CUTTINGS 

A new list of second-hand gardening books 
has just arrived from Mary Bland of Au- 
gop, Evenjobb, Nr Presteigne, Powys LD8 
2PA (014547 560218). I'm still recovering 
from the sorrow of having lost through 
dithering, a fabulous though expensive 1747 
edition of The Compleat Florist from an- 
other second-hand bookseller. This list of 
less rare, so more moderately priced books, 
comes as a palliative. It's very good on quite 
modern books from small publishers such 
as Tim Buxbaum’s Scottish Gardening 
Buildings. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


(ARBEN WATCHER^ 
KEEPS CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362^94957 



The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Natural Hne, 
complete 15 
mins to assenti 



1HEOUMUIK.I 

at im ist urn a m™ cm 
0b* Ftt lytoo. UCS W8 SM. fagM 
•ft* 01233 7383M 24 hrm. 
Free 01263 7*9191 



* BEAL BKEAKTHROUOH* 
Pra&ui Gar&nng 
«MBSTR»CYUIOH 
MO ' we * S ’ bmnAba 


TODAY S GARDENING OFFER 


REGRIND 

Sharp new 
cutting edges on 
Mower Blades & 
Garden Tools 

TMay* Otter saws »ou weeks cJM-rtonoand 
stag nwirWng charges vtm moww Mads* need 
rnmeduue tosftvp«w»B to mrtrtaln thwr 
e a M ncy.llBlBOBnrt^you»pie^m^wV ln 
good contflbon w«h sharp blades, ready 
FWCYUNtJBl mowers. thra sh®P 0na |J®?*^ a i' 1 l*te 
fa bottom Ma d hand or power 

rtrt and toe 

ssjffdszsszsxz 

SSKSBaf«SES-/r— 

Pack W JS. TVflNPACKDj^ 

fb my dearie dr* end hcBpoawaj 
-aayMadM to tea coma artfe. warn w*w*9 *• 

fives up H 10 conyfate wte tewteB 8 - ani "* 

~£E£!S££ft&aES. 

Grsars wB be despatched "***! 72 

SrS My pte*» return' WttmH day. to 

a Ml refund. 

PM owe. « a-*"** «•* 



M0RTHMTSIMIS&M 


mROTAflY SHARPENER □2RCrtWW»ttRP9e« 
me cYifWERSHAHPOeH-SEE — — 

SSraOirABRASWES niwcx dzmocs 


ORHWK mm MKK imw 

01536 720130 


□STmy UASTEfiCABD or visa wd. 





. Postcode I 



TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

At last - a* uen at 
G«rdm and flower 
Shorn nationwide - lhe 
door mat that rosily 
works! No muddy 
fo ot p rin ts or p—ium fce 
on dean floors and 
cwpotaJ 

Turtle Dirt Itappar door 
mms stop At at lhe door 
Of home, conservatory or 
car wtth absortjert cotton 
pH* removing wet, dry and even greasy din tram shoes and 
paws. With non-sip latex becking, they are fufly machfne- 
washabte at 40*0. MM ta town cstem ana a not 
aiua.OrewvB la e IU Wh tt %IV<re.Ow*Ores8a«lteq»w.BWct te rowp 
• 75«»on tttJS, -75* HO as BUS -7S i 150 OB MASS 
PtomOLMPtPpwmt. 

tNmavWsM mhg^gpw^ttw bao*<s toram on Aww. * pfeemete lor 
Mate el mat and okas). 

taro Untie Hal Co, 82* Kings Rood, Kingston, Srarey KI2 SfT 

Tel: 0181 296 0366 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 



mraANDOUM 

Tin wrpiot md l rtotfiH 
fnft trie pm fate fake. 


bwn'Mrte 
» nap d mddond. 
SvakWkiliK 
wtaeadadentaw. 

hwafanffliH 
V W TO Be 7. Hnwwi. 
DmDEX153S 
-htaUOeWBMCWr) 



RAINBOW FLOWERS 
% POST frwn 
GUERNSEY 

for Birthdays, Thank Yous 
and Anniversaries 


CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET MIXED COLOURS 

CIO 10 Luxury £1040 SM 10 Lusmy CaniatanB & 

CIS 18 Luxury £14.00 16 Loxory Fiwbsob £1435 

. C24 24Lnntry 11545 



£1046 
fig n s 
£1196 
£1745 


£1845 


LM 15 Luxury Carnations ft 

25 Luxmy Freesns 
LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 
MS Medium £1445 

LS Large £17.95 

PLEASE ADD £1 FOE DECORATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE, CANADA AND USA (CARNATIONS ONLY) 


FREESIAS 
F20 20 Posy 
FI20 20 Luxmy 
FL30 30Lnxmy 

FL£0 50 Luxury 


TO ORDER 01481 723518 

AH opt flowers are careftdly selected and wr apped hi eeUoghane tbeo padi^d with 
fnnr manta flower toad and vaae Ufa toat mn t jnn a. Ddiwn mi by Fmt Claw 
Ma«l Mad usually takes 24 to 48 boon 


| Item required. 
| Send to 

| 

I 


I Sender— 
I Address . 
I Tfet 

I 


....Ribbon & Bow □ 

izzizlii: i 


Please make 


-Arrival Data.-...-. 

i toe RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 640, 
l POET, GUERNSEY GY1 6HG 


ft ^^Cjcrtden 
mSK BOOKS0POST 


A New Service for Garden Lovers 

* Ub can supply you wtih any entering book In prim - post free? 

* Special often reijihrtji mafablc - this spring the RHS 
Encyclopaedia oj Gardening end RHS EncixJop^yHo of Garden 
Plants and Fbuen both reduced from £36.00 to E25.00. RHS 
Plant finder from £12.99 to £10.00 and many mom. 

GARDEN BOOKS BY POST 

8 Ana Street. Worthing. West Sussex BN 11 1NX 

Tefc 0I9OS 205895 • Fax: 01903 213438 
malt oprtmmho oli«8taay wtmri i 


Beautiful Driveways 
created specially for you! 



' 


* Huge selection of colours and designs 
* Unique fibre reinforced concrete 
* Adds value to your home 
* Oil and weed free 
Free Survey and Design Service 
Cal! Free Now Lines open 24 Hrs. 

0800174617 

wrQl J would like a FREE Survey □ 
T CO £ Please send me a Brochure □ 
Name 


Address— 


Town — — _ 

Post Code 


-Tot:.... 


t POST COUPON TO: Driveway international Ud., 
j FREEPOST NWW1401. Manchester M29 1AG 


(No stamp required) 


Ref: IN2U8 


FOUNTAINS AND 
WATER FEATURES 

QUALITY SELF 
CONTAINED FOUNTAINS 

Wall mounted or 
freestanding, pebble 
bowls, figurative 
centre pieces and 
table top water 
features. Original 
designs produced in 
reconstitated stone, 
Portland Terracotta 
or slate ‘grey 
finishes’. 

Phone/Fax Kinsman Products 
0181 977 2624 for details 
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FROM YOUR 

OWN GARDEN 

^ POTATO CHARLOTTE - Tastier than 
other varieties, this easy to grow seed potato 
mil give you a really bumper crop. Fabulous hot, 
or cold in tasty summer salads. Get your teeth 
into the new Marshalls Catalogue, it’s out now! 



0 

For lhe very best nqgc of veg 
Catalogue Order Line: 01945 583407 quote ref: 521 
Ur P<m lha OMmn lo Manfaa 41 Co. Lid. Ucfl UL 

FREEPOST Wnfacb, Cent* PE13KBR. 



Here* Had mt my PIIEE copy of lhe new IhfaHb UH CMdopIS 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


® 01945 583407 

Qnolere&SSl 




the independent 
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20 SEPTEMBER 1*597 
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WEEKE ND WALK 


A stroll in a cascade 
of memories 


Not many walks have everything - wood- 
ed valleys, waterfalls, coastal heath, spec- 
tacular sea cliffs - but this one does. 

It starts at Lynmouth, a pretty town built 
on the sides of a deep ravine on the north 
Devon roust. Follow the East Lyn River up- 
stream - either side will do - following the 
signs In Walenaneet. 

Even when the river is relatively low, the 
sound of water cascading over the rocks can 
rule out conversation, and you can’t help 
but imagine the terror of local people 
caught in the flood disaster of 15 August, 
1952. 

On that night the river, swollen by 20 
ft after a downpour on Exmoor, hurtled ten- 
ton boulders down the valley, destroying 
houses and cars and killing 34 people. Since 
then the town has repaired the physical 
damage and established impressive flood 
defences, but the memory of the disaster 
is still vivid in this small community. 

About a mile upriver on the right-hand 
bank is another frag- 
ment of history. Look 
out for a spring flow- 
ing from the rock 
which was once the 
source of water for the 
old Lyn rock Mineral 
Water Factory. The re- 
mains of a stoneware Lynrock bottle are 
embedded in the rock, but today you can 
cup your hands and simply help yourself 
to a drink. 

You should be well warmed up by the 
time you've covered the next mile to 
Watersmeet House. This was once a Vic- 
torian fishing lodge in the most romantic 
of settings, on a lawn below a series of 
waterfalls where the East Lyn river meets 
the Hoar Oak river. 

If the weather is good you can sit out- 
side under a huge Monterey pine, brought 
hack from California by an enthusiastic Vic- 
torian botanist. The National Trust runs the 
shop and cafe here (open until the end of 


October) and the home-made rock buns 
and apple pies are virtually irresistible. ■ 

Having refuelled, take the path that 
starts behind Watersmeet House and 
climbs steeply northwards up the ravine, 
signposted to Countisbuxy. This bit is 
quite a slog, but it takes you through lovely 
stunted oak woods which have barely 
changed since neolithic times. 

The path comes out on Trilly Ridge, be- 
side a crater-like earth and b ank structure. 
This was either an Iron Age settlement or 
a Roman viDa: until it’s excavated, local his- 
torians can't agree. 

From here you have a wonderful view 
back down the thickly wooded river valley. 
Lyumouth is invisible, tucked away in the 
ravine, but you can see some of its cliff-top 
sister town, Lynton, sparkling against its Ex- 
moor backdrop. Opposite and to the right 
of the valley is Wind FfilL a linear Iron Age 
earthworks, as wefl as South Myrtlebeny 
and North Myrtlebeny, two more Iron Age 
sites. 

Tike a left fork, 
signposted Winston’s 
Path, and you will 
soon have your first 
view of the sea. It’s a 
short hike across 
heathery heathiand 
from here to the Sandpiper Inn on the A39, 
posing you with a dile mma. Is it too soon 
after those rock cakes to eat and drink again 
-■ or perhaps not? 

Whatever you decide, it’s as wefl to stay 
sober for the next leg, because once you 
have crossed the A39, passed the delight- 
ful little church of St John (always open for 
shelter or meditation), this walk becomes 
suddenly very airy. 

Turn left on to the coast path towards 
Lynmouth and you turn your back on 
Countisbuiy Hill, which plunges into the 
sea at Foreland Point. Ahead of yon, in the 
haze beyond lynmouth, is Hangman Point, 
the highest diff in Britain. The coast path 


BRIGID 

MCCONVILLE 



to Lynmouth is wide and well trodden, but 
it takes a bit more nerve, not to mention 
muscle, to negotiate the steep zig-zag 
down to SHleiy Sands. The last 20ft of the 
cliff is made passable only by some new 
wooden steps; die last ones- and the ones 
before - were washed away by the high 
waves that regularly pound this coast 
It’s worth the dhnb, though. This is an 
isolated beach mainly of pebbles and boul- 
ders, but at low tide the waves break on to 
a stretch of yellow sand that’s perfect for 
body-surfing. 


Don’t risk swimming out, however, be- 
cause the current in this bay can be treach- 
erous, and don’t be tempted to walk along 
die shore to Lynmouth, either. This route 
is passable for only about 10 minutes at krw 

tide; more often than not, rescues from this 
stretch of coast involve walkers who have 
been backed up to the unforgiving cliffs by 
the tides. 

If you are lucky, you will see a kestrel, 
hanging motionless in the air currents, on 
the way back up. If you are even luckier, 
you will spot a peregrine falcon there. And 


from now on it’s a gentle amble back down 
to lynmouth, where teasbops full of the 
bucket-and-spade brigade will help you to 
feel smug about what a walk they have 
missed. 


FACTFTLE 

Where to park: Tkke a couple of pound 
coins with you, and you can leave your car 
all day at the pay-and-display Lyndale car 
park, beside the town bridge. 

Poignant photographs arid press cuttings 


of the lynmouth flood disaster are on dis- 
play at the Memorial Hall in the middle rif 
the town. Admission to the exhibition is 
free. 

The water-powered cliff railway to lyn- 
ton shuttles up and down from Lynmouth 
at roughly five-minute intervals. The fore 
is 50p each way. 

The Exmoor National Park Visitors’ 
Centre is on the waterfront at Lynmouth, 
it carries a full range of maps and inform- 
ation, as well as a aster of the historic 
lifeboat, the Louise. -- 


GAMES 


snail’s pace why it is that children, get so lucky 
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Nicholas was single-mindedly 


Learning at a 

Never play a child at a 
game where chance 
plays a part, says 
William Hartston. They are 
just too lucky. 


I first discovered the Principle 
or infantile Aleatoric Advantage 
when playing Snails with 
Nicholas, aged five. The rules 
are simple: you go into the gar- 
den and select two snails (or 
more if you wish to play with 
mure than two players) winch 
arc then placed on the outer- 
most wooden slat of the garden 
table. Each player in turn then 
rolls a die. If a “I" shows, the 
player may move his snail one 


slat forwards. If any other num- 
ber is rolled, the snail stays 
where it is. (On a particularly 
lazy afternoon, one may play 
with two dice, only moving the 
snail when a double-one is 
rolled.) The first snail to reach 
the centre of the table wins. 

Now our garden table has 
eight steps before you reach the 
centre and Nicholas’s snail was 
up to the seventh before mine 
even started. By that time I did 
throw a ‘T". the snail had ex- 
uded so much slime that it was 
quite a feat to unstick it from 
the table and slide it a square 
forwards. Then my young op- 
ponent threw another “1” and 
the game was over. 

in the next game he beat me 


8-1. 1 scored a thrilling win, by 
8-7, in game three, but his 8-3 
win in game four made a total 
score of 31-12, far above any- 
thing predicted by the laws of 
probability. 

It's not just with snails. He 
regularly beats me at any card 
game of pure chance too. I sus- 
pect this is why they ban chil- 
dren from casinos. It's not 
because they are considered too 
young to fritter their money 
away. It’s just that they are so 
lucky. 

Last Saturday we played 
Monopoly which I know is pre- 
dominantly a game of skflL I did 
everything rigbc I bought up the 
light blue set and the Marlbor- 
ough Street set. Meanwhile, 


buying up and developing the 
green set. Ridiculous! Nobody 
ever wins with the green set Un-i 
less, of course, the principle of 
Infantile Aleatoric Advantage 
comes into operation, guiding 
the five-year-old unfcflingfy to 
all the Chance and Communi- 
ty Chest cards that offer finan- 
cial reward, while dumping all 
the -Income Tax Pay £100” 
type of penalties on the hapless 
opponent. A copy of BiHumaire 
had arrived the previous day 
from Spear’s Games. It's a sort 
of dysfunctional Happy Fami- 
lies, with players trading cards 
in an attempt to get a full set of 
commodities while avoiding the 
penalty card. There are eight 


cards representing 03, Gold, 
Shipping, Diamonds, Property, 
the Movies, Media and Com- 
puting/ You ure as many sets as 
there are players (from 3 to 8), 
deal the cards, they offer swaps 
of number cards of the same 
type - only it’s all done face 
down, so you never know what 
you’re getting. 

Far too complex for a five- 
year-old who struggles to hold 
a hand of eight cards. So when 
Nicholas, bis brother James 
and I began tiie first hand, I was 
quite confident Until Nicholas 
shouted “Billionaire”. He had 
eight Diamonds. It’s no good. 
I'm going toteach him chess. 

Billionaire, from Spear’s 
Games, retails at about £10. 



Kids’ stuff at a snails pace 


PANDORA MELL Y 

Malcolm Bradbury 65, writer and emeritus professor 
of American Studies at the University of East Anglia, 
recalls his exploits as 12th man in the school team. 

When 1 was young I had a heart condition, so I wasn't able 
to play any games. Instead I spent most of ray tune in the school 
library. In the end, I was allowed to join the school cricket 
eleven as 12th man, and I did manage to play the odd game 
- when somebody twisted an ankle, or didn't turn up. I even 
won a couple of matches. I was always in last, so I had a chance 
to finish off the game. My heart condition was cured by an 
operation when I was 27, but by that time I had settled down 
to having no interest in sports at alL Chess is still my favourite. 

I like the kind of game where you have to use your intel- 
ligence, either alone or against an opponent Obviously, chess 
requires intellect rather than physical skflL and you can play 
it with another person, or against yourself. 

There's definitely a game-like quality to writing fiction: 
you’re often trying to work your way through a labyrinth of 
detail, so you’ll probably be interested in word games. 


CH ESS: WI LLI AM HARTSTON CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


When Garry Kasparov 
played the entire Argentine 
team in a simultaneous 
display last week, he lost 
only one game, winning six 
and drawing five. The match 
comprised two rounds, in 
each of which he played six 
opponents under normal 
conditions - except for the 
fact that his clock could well 
be running on all six boards 
at the same time. 

Indeed, his opponents 
might have done belter had 
they practised some 
synchronised moving 
beforehand. Instead, they 
took it all rather too 
seriously, made their moves 
when they were ready, and 
let Kasparov glide easily 
from board to board. 

His only loss, however, 
did show some of the strains 
this type of play can create. 
Hugo Spangcnbcrg, playing 
While, found just the right 
formula. What is needed is a 
sound yet complex strategy, 
unusual enough to force 
Kasparov to take difficult 
decisions over the board 
rather than relying on his 
repertoire of routine that 
covers almost any position 
he is likely to encounter. 

In this game, the unusual 
6.g3 line against the Najdorf 
Sicilian did the trick. Black's 
14...ReS (to leave fl? free for 
the bishop), followed by a5, 
Ba6 and QbS all looked 
natural enough, but after 
J9.b3 he was suddenly in 
troublu. White threatens to 
surround the b-pawn with 




Qd2 and Ra4, and could 
even, if necessary, consider 
lining up the bishop on d2 
and queen on el. Kasparov 
could find no satisfactory 
counterplay and resigned 
when the b-pawn fefl. 

In the final position (see 
diagram) 28„-Rxc2 loses to 
29.Qa4 Nb6 30.Qa5, while 
other moves condemn Black 
to a slow death as White 
plays c4 and slowly advances 
the Q-side pawns. With five 
other games to think about. 
Kasparov derided it was not 
worth continuing. 

White: Hugo Spangenberg 
Blade Garry Kasparov 
Sicilian defence 
Ie4c5 15a3a5 

2 Nf3d6 16 Be3 Bafi 

3 d4 cxd4 17 Rel QbS 

4 Nxd4 Nffi I8axb4axb4 

5 Nc3 a6 19 b3 Rc8 

6g3e5 20Qd2 Nc5 

7 Ndo2 Be7 21 Ra2 Bb7 

8Bg2b5 22 Real Rxa2 
90-0 Bb7 23 Rxa2 BaS 

10 h3 Nbd7 24Ne4Nd7 

11 g4 b4 25 Ra4 Qc7 

12 Nd5 Nxd5 26Ra7QdS 
J3exd5 0-0 27 Ng3 BfS 
14 Ng3 Re8 28 Qxb4 1-0 
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ACROSS 

1 Spun round rapidly (7) 
5 Ships’ companies (5) 

8 Stupidity (5) 

9 Wild duck (7) 

10 Just (9) 

12 Anger (3) 

13 Wooden hammer (6) 

14 Gives utterance (6) 

17 Primate (3) 

18 Invaluable (9) 

20 Inactive (7) 

21 Asian country (5) 

23 Wild West show (5) 

24 Information (3-4) 


DOWN 

1 Thin biscuit (5) 

2 Unwell (3) 

3 Setofbabydothes(7) 

4 Fruit (6) 

5 Minor ailments (3) 

6 Root out (9) 

7 Unhappiness (7) 

11 Plant with yellow flowers 
(9) 

13 wind sinuously (7) 

15 Advance showing (7) 

16 Handgun (6) 

18 Greek philosopher (5) 

19 Generate (5) 

22 Twosome (3) 


The magazine crossword will be back in its normal form 
□ext week. Apologies for its absence today 


Love all; dealer South 


North 
♦ J 10 9 S 

WAK10 


OAQ32 

*43 

West 

East 

♦none 

♦KQ4 

S?J9842 <5>Q74 

010 8 4 

0975 

♦J8765 *Q1092l 


South 

*A76532 

S?65 

OK J 6 
*AK 


Reprints come and reprints go, 
but one of the most welcome is 
The Expert Game (Robert Hale, 
£9.99). The original, of course, 
was written by the late Terence 
Reese, first published in 1958 
and long regarded as a classic: 
After nearly 40 years all-round 
technique has improved and 
Barry Rigal has done a fine job 
in updating the original and 
adding new material. 

Take this deal, featuring the 
American star Gail Greenberg in 
the East seat. The bidding by 
North-South was both descriptive 

Perplexity 

For amusement only: Can you 
arrange the numbers 1 to 14 in a 
circle so that the sum of any two 
adjacent numbers equals the sum 
of the two numbers opposite 
them? In other words, if the 
order round the circle is a, b, c, 
d* ^ t i» jj k, L DL n. then 


and accurate when they stopped 
in Six Spades after having made 
it clear that they held all of the 
outside controls and had only 
stopped short of the grand slam 
because of the weakness in the 
trump suit 

West led a low heart against 
the slam and South’s natural play 
would have been, after w inning 
on the table, to lead and run ♦ J. 
It would not matter if this lost, 
for now the solitary remaining 
trump would fall under the ace 
and in this way declarer would 
cater for the possibility of East' 
holding all three missing tramps. 

Greenberg created a 
diversion. Diagnosing the 
situation accurately, she dropped 
S7Q under the acel It was just 
enough to sow- a seed of doubt in 
declarer's mind; was it possible 
that V Q was a singleton and that 
a tramp finesse, losing to a lone 
honour, would allow East to ruff 
the next heart lead? 

Perhaps South’s play does not 
stand up to close analysis, but she 
fell into Greenberg’s trap and, 
when * J from dummy brought 
the four from East, she went up 
with the ace, (hoping for a 2-1 
break in the suit) and so ended 
by losing two tramp tricks. 


n+b—h+i; and b+c=i+j; and 
c+d=j+k, all the way round to 
n+a=g+h. 

No prizes for this one. The 
answer will appear next week, 
together with the name of the 
winner of last week’s Perplexity 
competition. 


73 M IS 16 a M 19 20 21 ZZ 23 24 
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Here’s a difficult problem which many players would 
get wrong over the board. In fact many players would 
-get the wrong answer to both halves of the question: - 
should Black double; should White take? 

Let's look at the double first On the downside. 
Black is on the bar facing a 5-point board. Otherwise 
his position is excellent: he has a five-point prime 
blockading two of White's men, one of which is not 
even at the edge of the prime, and there is another 
White blot on the mid-point which is vulnerable to 
attack. All he has to do to realise the potential of his 
position is to enter from the bar. Even if he doesn’t 
come in this roll White’s position will self-destruct if 
he doesn’t roll a six soon. For example, look at the 

effect of White rolling 55. This is a very volatile 

position, and Black may well miss his market if he 
doesn't double now. He should do so. 

How about the take? White has four blots, two of • 
which are stuck behind Black’s 5-point prime. Many - 
players would see the loss of a gammon as imminent 
and drop in an instant. However, White has two thing s - 
in his favour, he has a 5-point home board, and he' 
leads in the race by 97-133. Never forget that 
backgammon is essentially a race and if White can free ■! 
his back men be will win not only the race, but algo a " 
high percentage of gammons. Finally, White will have 
some very powerful redoubles after certain sequences.* • 

In practice, many players wouldn’t double as Black. ; 
preferring to enter from the bar first; and those same • 
players would drop as White, fearing a gammon loss..- . 
You simply cannot play winning backgammon with 
attitudes such as this; you must be prepared to 
speculate to accumulate. 







15/OUTDOORS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
20 SEPTEMBER P47 


Fields of dreams for mini players 
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In the first of a series looking at 
outdoor pursuits, Tom Chesshyre 
reports on the increasingly popular 
sport of mini-rugby for children. 
With professional dubs in search of 
home-grown talent to replace 
expensive players, who knows, this 
could be the way ahead. 


It’s a sun-drenched Sunday morning at Ross- 
fyn Park Football Gub in south-west Lon- 
don, and 150 players in red-and- 
w hi le- hooped shirts are scampering about 
after rugby balls. “Deck ’im,” boons a man 
with a whistle, “Come on, put 'im down - 
that's it, well done son. Lovely tackle!” 

It's the first weekend of the new mint- 
rugby league season and Rossiyn Park’s 
juniors, aged five to J2, are getting their 
first feel of a rugby ball since April The 
play is tentative - for some of the youngest 
players it is their first-ever go at rugby - 
but every now and again a ball flashes down 
a line of players and a speedy winger dash - 
es down the touch line and dives to score 
a try. Applause ripples out from the proud 
parents in the stands. 

Mini-rugby has grown massively in pop- 
ularity over the Iasi decade and is now played 
at hundreds of clubs up and down the coun- 
try - the Rugby Football Union (RFU), 
which organises the sport in Britain, esti- 
mates that there are now four times as many 
dubs as there were 10 years ago, playing from 
September to April. Teams of boys or girls 
are divided into age groups starting at nn- 
dcr-seven-y ear-olds up to under-12-year- 
olds; after the age of 1Z youngsters graduate 
to the grown-up game. 

“We estimate that there are probably 
S.000 mini-rugby teams in Britain,” says Alan 
Black, RFU promotions officer, “The sin- 
gle biggest reason for its growth in popu- 
larity has been the higher profile of rugby 
at the national leveL When events such as 
the 1995 World Cup are shown on televi- 
sion, and the teams do well, it puts rugby 
into the eyes of youngsters who will want 
to emulate the stars.” 

The rules of mini-rugby are broken 
down into different age groups. The 
youngest players make two-handed “touch” 
tackles and can pass the ball forwards or 
backwards. The under-ninesyear-old age 
group can start proper tackling, and must 
pass the ball backwards only. The under-lOs 
are introduced to kicking the ball Techni- 
cal skills such as line-outs and scrums are 
brought in later. The size of the pitch also 
increases with age; from 2Qm by 30ro for un- 
der-sevens to 43m by Spm for under- 12s. 

“The point is to have a gradual intro- 
duction." says Black,' “You can’t have sev- 
en-year-aids p/aying the same game as Will 
Carling - it’s far too complicated.” 

Most mini-rugby leans are organised by 
local rugby clubs; with senior sides playing 
in national leagues. Increasingly, following 
the advent of professional rugby union, dubs 
look to their mini-rugby sides as a vital source 
nf home-grown talent, since no expensive 
transfer fees need be paid. 

There is. however, some controversy 
about this because a few major dubs, in- 
cluding Harlequins and Saracens, have not 
developed well-oigianised mini-rugby struc- 
tures. preferring to recruit players from other 
clubs at age 19 or so when their potential 
is more evident. Smaller dubs feel angry that 
players arc being “pinched". 


Hundreds of mmi-TUghy tnn nmmen ra »m> 
organised throughout the season, but there 
is not a national lmock-omcornpetitioa. Most 
counties have an annual tournament Ross- 
iyn Rarfc plays in the Surrey Clip. Mini-rug- 
by organisers tend to be wary of entering 
teams in too many competitions. Bob Fish- 
er, in charge of Rossiyn Farit’s mini- rugby 
squads, says; “We don’t believe in the ethos 
of “win at at costs’. We’re not trying to head- 
bang kids into becoming tough players. A few 
tournaments are good because kids enjoy 
them and they get medals and certificates. 
What we try to avoid is building up snrh a 
competitive edge that kids - and parents - 
become upset when a team loses. And we 
leach ldds to obey all the rules; we stamp down 
on anyone who tries to cheat by throwing in 
little niggles in scrums. There are rarely in- 
juries - the worst is usually a twisted ankle." 

At most state schools rugby is not taught 
until children are i 1 years old, which means 
that mini-rugby at dubs may be their first 
taste of the game. Private schools lend to 
start earlier - usually at around nine years 
old. “If it weren’t for mini-rugfry at dub level, 
many kids would never get a chance to team 
the game." says the RFU’s Black, “We are 
having to fill a void left by the deterioration 
of rugby in state schools.” 

So what do youngsters themselves have 
to say about mini-rugjby? At Rossiyn Park. 
David Miller, aged eight, said: “It’s taught 
very well - you don’t spend ages learning 
complicated roles till you're older. We have 
lots of mini-games amongst ourselves. This 
year, we’re just learning to tadde for the first 
time, which sgreat fun ” His friend Joseph 
Crehan, also aged eight, agreed: “It’s bril- 
liant. Ws won foor tournaments last year and 
I scared a lot of tries. My favourite player 
is Jeremy Guscott and my dream is to play 
for England one day.” 

Joseph’s father, Dominic Crehan - 
standing dutifully at the touch line -- said: 
“It’s not just fun for the kids. Parents like 
me love to watch their games and several 
of us like to go for a pint together after the 
kids have been playing. It’s a very sociable 
sport and JVe made some good friends.” 

At this point he broke off, as son Joseph 
dashed along the wing and scored a try. “Well 
done, Joseph!" he boomed. “Nice try. 
That’s the stuff. Keep it up, son. You’re do- 
ing great..." 

Mini-rugby for girls 
Girls play alongside boys until the age of 12. 
After then, many clubs have their own girls' 
teams, although most drop out at 12 to play 
nelballand hockey. Giris often develop fester 
than boys, so are at no disadvantage in terms 
of size when it comes to Tackling and 
scrums. 

Increasing numbers of girls are getting 
involved in mini-rugby and there is now a 
well-developed national women's league with 
two divisions for those who want to take the 
game further; Richmond, Saracens, Wisps, 
Cardiff and Leeds all have squads. Most gids 
who progress to the highest level usually do 
so by playing for a school team - more com- 
mon among private schools -and then con- 
tinuing the game at university. 

Rossiyn Park has just started its first 
women’s side. Bob Fisher, who organises the 
mini-rugby teams, said: “Tve found that play- 
ing rugby is a way of building up confidence 
in girls. By playing rugbywith boys they learn 
to feel that they should be included in every- 
thing. It’s very important that they gel that 
feeling of being involved. 

“It’s much rarer for girls from state 
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schools to stan playing mini-rugby. Not only 
is rugby not played in most state schools up 
to the age of 1L but they have the traditional 
pressures to get involved with ‘giriy’ things 
such as ballet. It would be great if more girls 
could get involved; nrim-rugby is nothing like 
the tougfa game you see at inter n a t i on al 
matches on television.” 

Out of 150 players practising at Rossiyn 
Park on a typical Sunday, about a dozen are 
girls. Most get involved because their broth- 
ers are playing. Clare Douglas, aged eight, 
did not look at all out of place tackling berys 
her age in a practice game - several times, 
her interventions prevented probable tries 
being scored. She said: “I started playing 
along with my brother and enjoyed it a lot. 


Most of my friends don’t play because they 
think it’s a boys' game- they go swimming 
or play tennis instead. I don’t find that be- 
ing a girl is a disadvantage - I’ve scored lots 
of tries in tournaments that have helped to 
win games.” 

Hannah Fisher, aged ID, who plays in the 
Rossiyn Park under- 10 team, added: “It’s an- 
noying that people think girls should only 
do ballet and stuff like that Rugby is not 
that rough-” 

However, Hannah admitted that she will 
probably give up the sport at 12; “I think m 
probably stop because it might get a little 
bit harder to play alongside the boys." 

David Starling, head of Rossiyn Park’s 
youth teams aged 12-19, said, “We haven't 


got a gids team after mini-rugby stops at 12 
Maybe it’s something we could introduce in 
the future as a link to the women's team, 
but at the moment there just isn’t enough 
interest, I*m afraid.” 

How to get involved 

The best way to find out about your mer- 
est mini-rugby league is to look up your Rug- 
by Football Union regional office in the local 
telephone book, or call the RFU’s nation- 
al Youth Development Officer on 01484 
866363 for details of dubs with mini-rugby 
teams in your area. 

Most dubs require players to sign up and 
there is usually an annual registration fee 
of around £30, which goes towards renting 


local auchoritypitebes. This registration fee 
also usually covers medical insurance, in the 
unlikely event of serious injury. 

Mini-rugby leagues tend to be oa the con- 
stant look out for parent volunteers - vital 
for keeping up squads as weD as ferrying chil- 
dren to game; contact your local dub if you’re 
interested in helping oul 

The rules of mini-rugby are available from 

the RFU (0181-891 4141). Most of the rules 
- which set out what children should be 
taught at certain ages- are included in The 
Lows of the Gome in a section called “The 
Continuum". There are also helpful guides 
to mini-rugby - with details of pilches for 
each age group, and a video, The Coaching 
Guide to Mini-Rugb}\ 


From sad, scribbling wannabe to best-selling star: would a weekend do it? 


It’s said that everyone has a novel in 
them, hut getting it out into publishable 
form is quite another matter. Those bold 
enough to try unearthing theirs can turn 
to the growing number of residential 
creative writing courses, which tackle nol 
just novels, but every offshoot you care 
to think of - poetiy. biography, journal- 
ism. children's fiction, plays, television 
and radio scripts. 

Tony Rees, a retired cnnl servant, re- 
cently attended a four-day biography 
course at the Amin Foundation “York- 
shire. Along with two tutors and 15 oth- 
er students, he covered such basics as 
dealing with research, handling seisjin* 
issues, and finding a writing vojee. « 
was verv intense," he admits. 1 di 
understand why it was only four days un- 
til 1 went. I slept only a few hours a 
night; there was so much adrenaline go- 
ing, and I was so busy writing. 

So what exactly did he get out of it? 
“Basically, it gave me a kick up the arse 


to get going,” he says, “It undid a block 
and gave me the confidence to start on 
the biography Fve been planning for a 
while.” 

Unfortunately, creative writing cours- 
es tend to conjure up dire images of sad 
literary wannabes led by those whoYe 
already failed to make a real living out 
of writing. Tony Rees’s fellow students, 
however, included a number of pub- 
lished biographers, novelists and jour- 
nalists. And there is no disputing the 
quality of Arvon's tutors; this year its 
students will receive pearls of creative 
wisdom from such well-known names as 
Roger McGough, Hcnmone Lee, Alison 
Lurie, Rachel Cusk and Simon Nye. 

Sue Tbddern, who writes comedy for 
television and radio, recently taught a 
course on sitcom writing for Arvon. Tfcn 
years ago, as an established journalist, 
she attended similar courses on televi- 
sion and comedy-writing herself 

“I arrived thinking I wanted to write 


comedy, and left really motivated and 
determined, taking myself a lot more se- 
riously. The tutors swept away a lot of 
myths from ft all, and a couple of 
lessons, such as not writing in stereo- 
types, have stuck with me for life.” 
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But Tedders finds that different peo- 
ple come to her courses -which cover 
areas such as character, structure, and 
the practicalities of submitting work - 
for different reasons. One or two just 
like the idea of writing, others are new 
to comedy and want to find oul if they 
have got what it takes, and perhaps 
three or four wfi] be deadly serious and 


have real drive. “Some will come away 
thinking it’s not for them; a few will dis- 
cover this is what they are bora to do.” 

So does she think people can really 
be taught to write? You can certainly ac- 
quire some tried-and-tested tips, she be- 
lieves: “Tve picked up good ones from 
workshops myself. You can Leach people 
techniques such as bow to map out an 
episode or structure a typical sitcom, but 
what you can't give them is that spark 
that makes stuff special, the magic that 
makes it all work,” 

Those lucky enough to have the spark 
may find that a writing course gives them 
the impetus to seek publication. Martin 
Booth, biographer and author of 11 nov- 
els, recalls the novelist Lisa St Anbin de 
Tbran turning up to one of his courses 
with the manuscript for Keepers of the 
House. “1 remember looking at it and 
thinking that it was absolutely fantastic,” 
he says. ‘Tn Fact, J helped her to get an 
agent." 


Inevitably, however, others arrive 
with quite unrealistic expectations of 
their own talent and chances of success. 
Students can range from the gruesome 
to the fabulous, says Booth; as in any 
teaching situation yon can end up with 
class LA or 7D. 

“Some think a course is like medical 
school, and they wiU get an internship 
when they finish. But you don’t necessar- 
ily stand a better chance of becoming a 
published writer; there are too many 
variables involved." 

Not least of which is talent, and 
Booth has had, on occasions, to break 
painful news. 

“You have to be honest with people," 
he insists. “If you go to the doctor, you 
want to be told the troth. I'm also there 
as a consultant: if you Ye got a severe ill- 
ness, I’ll tell you so and offer you the 
treatment that may cure you. But if the 
disease is loo far gone, you deserve to 
know.” 


Becoming the next Tolstoy 

• The Arvon Foundation (01409 
231338) runs courses in Devon, 
Yorkshire and Scotland. Cost; £290 
for four/five days. Forthcoming 
subjects novels, poetry, short fiction, 
starting to write, and writing for 
television. Grants are available. 

• The Old Rectory, Fittfeworth, 
West Sussex (01798 865306) Cost: £114 
to £385 per course. Forthcoming 
subjects: short stories, freelance 
writing, travel writing and 
biographies. 

• Missenden Abbey, Bucks (01494 
890295/6) Cost £50-040 per 
weekend. Forthcoming subjects: 
writing for television, poetry, 
imaginative fiction, magazine 
articles, historical fiction. 

• Belstead House, Ipswich, Suffolk 
(01473 686321) Cost: £95 residential, 
£75 non-resklentiaL Forthcoming 
subject: memoir writing. . 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

20 SEPTEMBER 199 7 


A YR 

HYPERION 

1.55 Comiehe 4.15 BJesaingtndisgirise 

y gjj Ledgendry Une 445 Sue’s Return 

3.05 Mister J olson 5.15 CUMBRIAN CADET (nap) 

3^5 Weet-A-MInute 

GOma-Oood (Good to Soft to pieces). 

STALLS: Straight conn - stands aide; remainder - outakla. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Non* 

• Leli+und galoping cause. 

• Came to am of town on A75& Ayr rnfl station (service from Glasgow) vn ADIMS- 
SoMOUh £20: Gnudstand £t& CAR PARK: 

. a LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston -21 wtnnare from T4T rumors (VL3%J. B HB* SO- 
S9 pass.). A Etititoy tt-tta(18.7%i »*» M Bevefey TB-BS 08.7%). 

, m FAVOURITES: 02 wns n 391 racaa (337%). 

BUNKERS FOOT TBE: Parnate 1hM(ug;Kkig Of Psra.ZuMr, Albert Tta Boar 
I A UHfiv Sharp HE); Suhmz & La Ttaea Carnal* (MS; Rani Thundar [visore*! 445) 

I WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: WUd*j®od Bower (^r 4f>) wrei at Goodwood on 
Saurtay 

4 ee l EB.F. TULIP COMPUTERS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
|X.Qg| £6,000 added 2YO 1m 

, i 05 MCAMESTKRC9SITGRartosrahip)AJmb90 CUaAar(5)7 

I 9 CORMCHE (H R H Pitoce Fahd Srtwvq P CWe 9 0 RCotereB 

3 ra nnv nr LOVE rCMfe ftowtoafal J Heffiancri a 0 DrenNdCaownlO 

4 oo MflDIMIfSiBRAGEps}W8»lanlSQn ARADlUW'JM JahfKtonSO — JWfcwwT2 

s o iraUCHADNEZZAR(78J(Hs>G JougHn] J JOtfilOO KDaday 2 


6 5 TOHHADO PRINCE (30) (MTbborA f*3 Jofn Magna) NC*x/ianf10-P»ul Eddery 3 

7 DO TORSO BB)(LotdSreytlin(tiJWWkBB B0 J Fomins 1 

£ 032 EQUITY ffiWCSS (T7) (M*nxn/J Msittaur^ M Jbresjn S 9 DHofandB 

g 8 FEAR NOT ft7) (DMta) tackia CU4 M Bal 6 9 MFMatiB 

to LADY RACHH. (Store MacDonaW] J L 6^80 MGabgher* 

n 0 PTTTXMAHK (103) (T A SCOhem) EWbymreSB JQutmTI 

p 50 PLEASANT DREAMS (56 [to ato D&rtftfl 9 I Canto 5 

BETTWl 2-1 Comfcb*, M Equity Prince**, 8-1 Ibniado Prince, 10-1 Madman's Ifrage. F»w NO, 
14-1 Han Lady Radart. 30-1 ottos 

«9& Dorttia Rtf# 2 8 B J Vfcwsr M tar [M Jotter) drawn (3) 4 tan 

lo A cl JOHNNIE WALKER WHISKY HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
“rJ £8,000 added 1m5f 13yds 

i -2656 TOP CEE5 (81) (RESangstor) **®J ltotoei7 60 JFortuo«383 

i www HOH EXPK5S (31) (Ramin tang 0$ Ms J tanadar 599 UFanton1393 

3 902032 URGBfT SWIFT (!fi) tALRMorttn) AJatvBSQS C Lnwlto (5) 1 93 

4 3006* ALSAUBI (21) (Tha Sussex Slut Lna>d)WIU'4 SO Dana OftaC 2 33 

a QC300 MANFUL (71) (C) (CO Barfjw-UrwjJ Ifcs LFwran S 8 1Z N Kannedy 3H33 

e 0233 JAH TRACK (2£)PF) (Ms J Itofffcr) P Chaprta-Hyam 3 6 8 RHavfti(3)593 


in 52000 NOUFWO (FH) (26) (CO) (Ed *?fer®n»4 R Haftwhred 80S KDarity 15 S3 

n Q2040 MBfIMASANYTm{z{(Q(D) (HOnmQDHqdhJQnesOBS — AMacfcay140 
C oeOS GLOBE RWWB1 (331 (G 8 P BarterKAaba Entfmei&i# J J ONto 4 7 12J Qatar 11 99 
q CTC6 THE BUTTTERWICXlaD (90) (BF) (P ChentoS) RF8tl8y47 12 — R Wkaton (7) 1293 
U 0230 GOLD DESIRE (10) (Q (Nanhgrta Lodgu Racing) M &t«an 77 n J1 MmAgh (7) 4 S3 

6 50300 LORD ADVOCATE (2) (D) (J liftMen-Muray) 0 Nobn 9 7 6 P Fteny (3) 8 S S3 

-18 doctored - 

BETTM& 9-2 Top Caw, 7-1 Urgaiti Swill, Jazz Itato, 5-1 Hah Express, ShafBahqas, 10-1 ATi 

ABM, Ladgondry Una, GktM Dma 13-1 othare 

OSe Dutan 5 8 3 S Whtacrti 3-1 tor (H Hows) dram (3) 11 ran 

I one I LADBROKE AYR SILVER CUP (HANDICAP) [~^ZT\ 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added 6f 1 I 

1 S2C60 UR BSJOIAC (B) ID) (P R Jofr) B Psang 8 B O R MM 24 88 

2 3fffl0 SO NTXPBfflmiEAHaywaQJMBntilay 79 DL W Rfm1587 

3 20000 WE5TCOUHT MAGIC pq (Q K Hodgaw} N VI Eaatatay 4 9 n (5m) ..Tineas 27 92 

4 500m HARD TO RGURE (fe;; (CD) (J W Musd) R Hoc^to 11 9 9 JQatoi3SS 

5 08200 RUDrSPET(2l)(BtojimtoFbrtwd*i)HHemon39a(5e«)-_dU>wttiere9flfl« 

8 1-1006 CAHOVASHEAHTpq (V05bcmaAttsJWboddBabJonai897JIVngham2DST 

7 352000 GADGE (22) (CO) (J B VWccK) A Baiey 697 DWrtoMISS 

8 1Q21I ALMAS (l5)(D)(Th#EtHiemaPartiBntSp)CYftl5B7 Jo Hmwra^ 22 95 

9 000050 SAMNAR(7)0Q^anainlldMOiarnan597 J Carrol 17 78 

H 85062 renjRNW=AI»(S^pi^AilwWtoflJBeW396._JPftoiarP)T8 73 


KDarfay 1593 


) ra (H ODimq D Hndh Jaws 6 a 3 - Jl Macfcay 14 S3 
? BarttojQkba Er^neatigl J J ONal 4 7 OJ (Mm 11 S3 


000050 SAMWR(7)TOPawahLMMChannan5B7 

85062 RETURN OF MKH (T7)(IJ) Amin DrttoQ J BeOx 

BOM THEGAYraX(17)(GMmhBi) BkMtahaiSSB J F^jan 2 87 

592005 IGRA(Z8)(D) (JEWko>6JLq|ra'7Bfl RUpptaa* 

0-tXX) PBWYSIDNVCW(B)(D)OyksJBrlBltaAwraai) PCllHrG86— XDsHay2>VB2 
em05 BENZOE p2) (CD) Rbny Faacaa) Ivks J Rsmsden 7 9 5 JRaftawSW 


6D2Q5 BENZ0E pQ (CD) Rbny FntcHQ Mn J Rsmsden 7 9 5 JFmtanaSW 

340360 80«ETLEADERmfn(IUflwMBmitoa&Racind)RGuest395-DHatad185 

4502 T1LBI (2<) (CO) (BF) MsCFttinson) M Jdrakw595 JUtorer 12 90 

525800 QAAWIE(USA)ro w(P)(MaAMiearaon) JOwBBa. DamOlWieVBS 

TK404 9LCAKEYS4CA(ffi)(CD)(rsnCDrtii)MChannai383 AMadayZI 84 

450044 BUS(a)(D)meQW«dGVMgg59l FauIBMwy25BS 

0006 DOUBLE OSCAR (7) (CD) [HyRaOn(8DNdiato490 Atax Gnwna 28 B SS 

etna AUMYSAijaHr{1»nft(aR(MNtonH»OodH)KButa3613D9wsaaMaa77 

00060 £CHARNH0RSr(1S)flHNGMKlaizWAadan5812 EJatnaon2361 

01D30 PimE RJIG TO (ffl pare NFThes^) Dayman 6 80^, ACbSm783 


NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

2 JOO Bln Rosie 4.00 Extioione’s Wish 

230 Arkadi an Hero 4£0 Sweet Wlihetmina 

3.00 Grief 5.00 Deep Space 

3 JO Debutante Days 

GOING: Soft 

STALLS: Straight course - stands stds, round course - Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hjgh for 5>t0 Tn on atr^ht ram 

• Left-hand couaa 

• Come is southeast dtonft near A34, Rad stattu r (service from London, ftiddra- 
ton) ac^oins course ADMISSION: Montms £17; ’Moreals £10: SBrar Ring E4 (OAPs 
half price) Accompanied 17-yeer-dds O' raider free alendosures. CAR PARK: Free; Pic- 
nc anas E4 per car ptoaE* per person or £S per car plus 55 per person. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: P Chappia-Hyain — 38 wbvwre ftom 170 runners gives a suc- 
cess ratio of 224%; J Gosdan 38 Iron 140 (2SJ%): R Harmon 29 from 445 [05%): J 
Dunlop 23 from 87 (123%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Raid 57 Wns tram 307 rides gives a auooess ratio of «fi%: L 
Dettori 49 from 236 (2QB%): Pat Eddary 34 tram 305 (1U%): T Quinn 31 from 285 (117%). 

• FAVOURITES: 187 wtoa In 316 races (32J3%). 

BUNKBIED FRST TIME: Norn 

WINNERS IK LAST SEVBI DAYS: Nona 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Lo fcz M de t al aa. 

«f»nl AMERADA STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 added [p R n 
l^ ,uw l 1m (round) Penalty Value E4J32 LP. PU1 

1 306521 WHOSE (263(C) (Q)(MMc5Hi9DL0dsr5 84 .KMga5B7!t 

2 OOWO MERCIMONSIBm(11)(SEnimQjaU490 JlFtandiBI - 

3 66503 PEARneH0U8E{aq(D)(F^T7nra^trecQVYMa390_MartkiD)tyir2 82 

4 04)00 MU8tCALratStRT(30){BSchnK3-BottHi)M1xnptim3Be TQuhai4 SB 

5 MD3D FAISULLY (USA) (106) (O) (MskMuii N Mafaan) E Dixiiop 4 60 MHIB3100 

-SdKtared- 

BETTWG: 10-11 Bln Rods, 2-1 Fttsftdy, 5-1 MoMcal nasak, 12-1 Paartrea House, 106-1 MarW 

||g M | HV 

1986: Btoiwn Quasi 3 8 II PS Eddary 64 for (H Cad) rfeaan (7) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FATEFUU7, who v*9 ha having her Aral run from Ed Dunlapti yard, scored tour times h 
1896 for Saaed bln Suroorii stima Inducing a ooupla ol Laaad proea at Aacor n tha au- 
tumn The US-tared has had only two outinga ihis year: fhblmg n the ruck on drt at Nad 
Al Shota In Dutal to Apri on her first appearance since Nwamtar and mnnlng a crod- 
ftabte Bed behind Samara at Epscan to Jin though she was retogatad to tourlh fokw- 
ng an noslant soon after the start Getting 98] from main rival SIR Roala, FtoeUy tooks 
good enough to (Mvcoma her V6day etaanca Bto Rosie ren Decorated Hero to a length 
n the Hunmrtad Stakes at Newhury last month raid went one bettor a Che pstow tan 
daya afterwards. S etecdon: FWTERJUy 

lO 'Ml BONUSPRINT MILL REEF STAKES (GROUP IboA- f | 
^ ,OM l 2) (CLASS A) £35,000 added 2YO 6f ppw 1 1 

1 511 ARKADIANHHn(2fl(D) (M'taorfM8JtagNcr)LOunaniBS KFMtanS 120 

2 62521 BBKHA SWVn p8) (D) 04 Rsscod) R Hamon 8 12 SSmhnB 93 

3 635 BOLD QX2E pi) (CD) (Lady Went] R Hannon B C ... WJ <rConnor7 103 

4 3C35 RAIBHG BB8I (7) p Schnsjt-SoAwi) B Madtoi B G TOdmL 90 

5 3Qi JMMYTOOp1)(D)(JDGNwn4BUcMBlunBl2 A Out 8 78 

6 1201 MJANA (IQ (Q (CQ (Ndd Mared) J Golden 8 12 AMcOooainO 

7 HS30 POOL MUSIC (41) Ms C talar) R Harm B 6 MHBM3 SB 

S 634235 BAMNMGHAMBLADE(7)(Gi]WlSslBcQKhay67 MarfloDejn-2 87 

-Bdactared- 

BET11NQ; 54 ArtarSm Haro. 9-4 Mjani, 6-1 Benshi Suing, 16-1 Bold Edge, Pad Music. 12-1 
Rnlag EndMc 16-1 Jkmy Too, 20-1 Bambvgtm BMOa 
1986: totfan Rodsl B 12 R Ws 6030 (J Dwto(4 (torn (Q 6 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Rat Eddary (who la out lortha remainder of the season) turned down the nde on Plarsir 
DAmou- n The tyr Gold Cup order to ride ARKADIAN HBIO here and Luca Cumare hes 
secured an able deputy In Meren FKIort My sotodlon pot up dosa home to master sub- 
BscpireiZ Newmarket vrimer Bemahe Mng (no bettor off herd) a neck at Gtonous Good- 
wood on to second attempt and he made al at Risen to defeat Land Of t>eams tea 
and a had tongiho. The rumer-^a undartned tha term to no wcertain fashion vrtun eom- 
tog home one ol the season's most Impressive wtorare to D on c as t art i Grotf) Two Flying 
Chiders a week aga and a hat-trick beta on the cards lor Vie HemprAno cdt Bwmln^am 
Made stands her racing reriy wot C a l a cd on: ARKADlAN HERO 


» 45683 WTBGH(S)(n4nm ftdngLIflMsJRawtoBrSSC - JjRW oaHg 

i So 

27 060330 MSTER JOISONM) (D)BcfcFrOCm^RHodgwB811 - JCota msea* 

2B tone OIOSS THE BORDER (4) FDSw8)DNehe*i + 8 H P Mrert» g«83 

29 mm WOTTnJSfTCG (D)(CHBto»enfi JJCtoi381t RWMon(7)29S 

-Bdrcknd- 

BETTB4G: 9-1 AloaBri, 12-1 Doubia Daeac toryston Yloai RMom Of Atatai, TB«L 1*4 WaakxMft 


FORM DUDE 


Proud NathramekBS to fhcttodcap attempt but hbralddkiatBl (Ifl PQdtionJogslhe 
ptoce not to ta 7ta sprtot on Thusto gve Vie edge to those dmwn b» ao DOUBLE 
ACTION *S rfre-daw teiTt too bad. I would sIB lane Hod Hhi to either atal one or 29 (and 
on aotor yureid), but hVS a9 tale al the stopping aftar to demolition job on ton lb 
Amii and company at \brK last the, Tto eoSd have taen lha taigat ol along tor 
bfe Action alter the dnnrti win to lha race seven yens ago and to rriantloas galop »• 


perryston VEW, tfeawn one off the standa aide isL can win ito on the evidence of 
to earty-saasanNawmarfretwii from Sfr Joey and SMsGadArLPater Gator dts a vtoor 

nar^Mvtotarim^n^tafrd^iTtoiftinBeiS^ik last ^aAwirf^Wimi Of/SS^»«i 
66 ml boost Doubto Actiorts tJianco to Ite moh msrt Beaten eight lengths Into aeo- 
ond by sha Easterby twrse ei Itarfc. Return Of Amin has always wanted cut to toe ground. 
There miat abo be some hope tor Mr Bergerac, eel drawn In stsl 24 and second to 
Coastal BUf to the Gold dip T2 momha ago Daubto Oscar, who came lato to beat TVar 
at Cartaie last month, was a good «bdh wm an apprentice to WBdwood ftvwr at Good- 
nood last Satordayi BacK whi Alw Greavea and from a good draw pq Dotate □acre’ 
has a hwjto n chance. Soviet Le a der dtap po tote d In the same apreit Mat Saartay. Thaw 
was money lor him on tha strength ot to Nowmariart iHtd to Pana tima a nd he coiid 
threaten (hem all from stai ona Selection: PERRYSTON VEW 

|Q -a El FAUCETS FOR PEMBREY IN WALES DOONS1DE T/M I 
J - J3 I CUP (USTED) (CLASS A) £18^00 added 1m 31 I ^ 1 

1 -44121 WNTER ROMANCE (16) (MaftBumAIIWdaunJEDijfcp 481 JFortimeftH 

2 040*0 MGHTCnYflS) (M0M9i*hjKaitoB8H DHalwKt599 

3 212-1 SACHOftl) (SiaHi UrtHtmsBti) J Gaator 4 8 11 GHM878 

4 81021 SANDMOOH CHAMBRAY (15) (Smctnoar’taaHCl^TEMfertay 6811 JMHMrl SB 

6 0020 SCAR B&ECnON (21) m U fe*;y4) J LkrWa 8 0 n JOahnl 102 

8 4« « MEFAUBNUTEflfl (EaMhetoan)RHcMWiaad4Bii K0ariay3711 

7 -MM4 OHARAS 0B) (In (HamdanAHMctain) JDutop384 RHMs7T11 

8 Hl-3 HWS1USK (13) (KNxkialO H Cod 3 84 WRvm4i00 

-Bdadarad- 

BEmNQ: 3-1 WWw Romm* W Smdaaar OMbrey, 99 WMAMteto, RhtrlM, 5-1 GMim, 
6-1 Soeho. 25-1 Mgbt an 33-1 Stir S Macdo n . 

696: Itey lb My Heart 6 8 11 J VWamr g^teffftaS Oawi H 7 on 

Or»4toie Derby hope Sacho won to fhe style on to return to a Leicester mNden. but 
this to a much sterner last mth Smfenoor Chambray taking them along at a good cDp 
Sandmoor Chantorey Is nyfeig a longer trip and may be found wanting outside of hend- 
icap ctass. Mb tatast win M Epmm was graotiy boosted when tha secondL Oetoh Rhap- 
sod* won with «« at Goodwood next tima, and tin DM, Rhrar Uak, wfl be towyw to 
best ttn time with that needed run uidar to batt. RhrarLMc gala a StopJ tor the five- 
length bearing and the greater emphasis on stontoatod^wfl abo But him. Winter Ro- 
msaice wfl towatheTound and fwfe another over a new trip after Ws "fork win from 
WaatrArlMmAa, for which he’s panefiaad 4b. SMcdy en the booh. WeeUAJAruta la weight- 
ed to avenge that narrow defeat. GHATAAS could be (he one to outstay them aflHe 
hurt frmd up to earitor axpectatiana [ha waa entered tor OtaDertiyV but had go to lha 
ground, hewoningoodstyleatLalcestBrtoJiJieandfacedavBrystffftashatWhdaor 
Gat firm whan taat of tow to Annua MrabEa. Selection: GHADLAS 

U 'iRl LADBROKE AYR GOLD CUP (HANDICAP) HSTl 
(Z~l (CLASS 8) £75^00 added 8f 1 ^ I 

1 6665 TEDBURR0Wfl5)(Q (nnflpDatiB4EAlBbn596 A CoBm20 TC7 

2 06441 CRETAN GffT (41) [CtB n CtaPB) N Utmodsn 39 9 ; JWMMT12 BIOS 


toe ctoxw witfr har aaien^rtong Man**. -The bocMno o# Jtovny Fo 
Mady Staq) is of some nota^espedaly wBh the gekftig gemg to H 
Thdhunew has changed stobte since fatoWngto fie rocR last yeac I 
■ar races pgainat the eberay Royal Appiusa na year, but a Kg m 
Khg (X Pa» to haadtoepped by a midto droix. but hah to binim 


i to ArsMkra UHm ! 
tcHahasmitwodm-': 
weight may beet him . 
Kstorthafesttimeaf- . 


l~C4l 


04036 PROLD NATIVE (BM(DI(LRbO A JMl 398- 
06060 MGRASINE (19) (D) (U asoxn} J L Eyre 3 9 B. 
30400 TADBJJWfl (WfJHGoocOM JDtrsnn496-. 

ME AZtZO Kl)(Qitafta«to)CEgartJi584 

65-6 SUPERKNI PREMUM (umuCnnonORFy 
-38002 WBKMG MARKET pQWMpVWSon 
HB3U BUSSMramBGMSE(ie!lfQIAGBh33M\ 


SUPBlfOR P RaaUM (I /.- [J c PWaaa) H FJwy 3 9 4 JC»n41 It* Saturday 

BKflGMGMARKETpt^ M<n*pMtaughkx4JDirlap594 KDrtyaiM wound al 

BLES8Waglt3GUtSE(l^(Q(AGBac^MWEaalBrfay493 TLncax21 BJ05 Satorday. 


— CLowbwr(5) IB 70 S 
JMm McXbonp 10 V 88 

Afar Greaves 17 W 

J 0nhm7 109 

JCwroHI KM 

14 KDwtoya 104 

83 TLncaaSI BM5 


lar soma decent affartaand hats 4I> better for tiiaahart head ha urea behind Ogdtothe 
Gt awan tf Cup. The gromd may nttf ba tost enough tor Emerging Marital; wnfe a 7fc 
penalty seta lest Sahnbyb Goodwood wlmar WWwood Rower a task. 

Cotoctinn: DOUBLE ACTION 

[~a~ae 1 LADBROKES AYRSHIRE HANDICAP (CLASS OrKa~T 
IZLlEJ £25,000 added 1m -1 . ) 

1 -6031 KBOiBtAHA STAR [IS) P) (Vrindtawer ftflaem) J !>xfcp 3 3 Tl XMqrlS7 

2 D6B005 MOV1NQARROW(7)(D)(GWWtags4i)MreSHMB86 DHrtaWlllflS 

3 aaOW TBniUMW(D)(JDtnBartBflMlftm599 MM* P) 15 SO 

4 CM SOLAR STORM (imp) (TFHBfhl MM 399 MFmtonIBB 

5 SD434 SUESRETLRH (37) (D) (ALR Mcrioi] AJowl5 BB C UaMr (6 9 01 

6 041111 SARD (9) (C) pfrsllAQiyKx^ ABMly495 DWrisptBffi 

7 06309 HAGKWLM(ASSC0QJL^n4B5 Mrtotfiar4 72 

8 6080 M09C0WMST(21)(P) JfcrthjrMotorAodkn^ BRMhg095— PfWmto(8)2D66 

9 16002 FUBJSTM (46(D) (TO SftttoKBtltal 494 D B waaMy (3) 19 83 

6 3636 PR83EQFPBiDLE(7)(Ciq BtaLrid>Mta)MVtnaB94 JWwwrt257 

11 1-6053 TESTTHEWSBI (M) (JSTTrcadMQR Ht*mn3B9 i DaneOTMiaM 

V. tens BEST OF ALL (42) (D) ^taberlAird) J Be>Ty S 91 R Cochran* 13 B* 

6 . 02638 St HCHI 'OH (CO) (MaJBrfr HaJhaiSOn) P CBW7811 j — JC wm98S2 
14 04008 CSJSRATI(MCAIE(33){QQj(?feodyatHtoilttn)MaBLItoiaB5B1l 

Dree McKaown T7 BO 

6 228650 BOUJNniAN((7)(D)(5rNglWMBroal4TEaMB&y5a0: =J-Ctoroocfc10 94 

6 000600 REBB-COUNTY(7)(Q(D) (ShorrtowlcBCreoi8AB«i9ir4 86— JTWuoaiBVp 

17 0364H BH30HHAT (17) (D) (Itiw nynrfl D Mofftit 9 9 B DamnHoMfl)7B84 

6 505449 ROYAL CSLBH P4) (□) (JrilBtal DShlVl488 PFma^r (3)18 V75 

6 -03005 REGALTHUHDBl(USA)(t6 (PD3*vi)MStouta3B7 JQn*nn2VB3 

20 82Q06 fHJNMNG GRffll (19) (CO) pto+twd Rac*^ CLP) D Mcftto B 8 7T 9ddll (7) 5 V 87 

-211 doctored - 

BETIlHSi fra Kanwaara Star; 7-1 Sana, MTWnreWatoi; 10-1 Ph Mato r , 12-1 Mevtofl Arum 
Solar Stona, SuefaRream, BoMn Rank. 14-1 othare 
S9£ fWa Of PRda 7 6 6 Ate Snares 6-1 (P ffcfx*} dam (8) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Hv® of tiwaa were arnced hare yaatarday - an to lar a a ttog one betog Rebel County, 
who hi vtoorad today but not yesterday over a longer trip. Sha won at Has fixture tost year 
and Jtomy Rartm to an totvesttog booltow- CWitoridgashfra hq» Kmemrea Stsr to 
the type to keep impnwtog alter to taeat win with sal T2fc at Pometract butthfa to a 
stfffcr task. Regal Thunder (engaged to 71 race yesterday) was seven tenths behind 


Mtar to Meat wto with Sal 13b at Pontefract, but tto to a 
(engaged to 71 race yesterday) was seven le ng ths behind 


6 2Z3GO 98JMI3rMflKFUfER(fl9)(D) (CMiDtntoM JBmyBBa P Roberto « 19 87 

11 030801 MLDWOCffl FL0WH1 (7)^J) (Q HarwmFQi**} RHaTXXl493(7B«) 

Dm(TNafl24 HE 

C 600004 PASSION FOR HE (H) (D) (Deft) WM) 01*4X493 IWdflddwyll 105 

6 600300 ASTRAC (10) P) (FLBwcrcfl) NTWdBrfifi 1 KhtThkkrM 88 

M W0001 DOUBLE ACTION (17) (□) (C H Smre| T Eaakxby 8 9 1 (TWO LCtnockSKB 

6 20B4D4 flOLDSTORTflf (0) (A ftiwddXCUWKtaro***? 58 D.RHwto 0)278701 
6 004860 IGNG OF PHH1 C*) K3J) (M IfcClSan) N UblWtal4 90— TEMcLausytinKB 107 

T7 0023d MYMSDDYMRKBpa) OoteFhHdv)JBany486(3a4 RHMs29»2 

6 014453 OGGI C2Q(D)(SkytoeFtodnoLkO PMMnBSII JtCodvwwZB 70S 

6 582000 OfCXAWICXA p8) (tM (Msrtiyr Urtor AudfmO B 6 8 11 _D Swrenay (3) 8 K77 

20 029 llimUICMJL(C9B1) (LudmoQaicd)MM3B6 MFortwUS 107 

21. 883300 3GGTS DANCB1 (USA) (11) (D) Uie PWrlcl: Berry) EAhkr 6B6—J FEgwiS TOO 

22 043121 PLAJSW DAH0UR (32) (Pi MitrA Mb J Msgito) N Ctotfnn 369 

WRyaaOBNQ 

23 2DG50 BJ=LAND(9) (DieH^ Ryhg P at i ad l ul LnfyHmiM689 GiHgan (62 103 

X 530200 ZUHAR BD nq (Qwton BMsy Parinenhp Lk| D MoCHh 4 8 S R Hsian (5)4 BBS 

25 482000 ALBB1T THE HEAR p) (D) (OvtaDoufen) J Btny 488 PMaaay CR22BW 

26 -00000 MADIY SHARP (3Q(D)(UrdS*eytinG| JWVW&6BS J Forte 18 B »0 

27 134062 SHARPHATftO) mUCGitityRHanon886 : GHM13M6- 

28 0BHB2 PBS1AN FAYRE (42) (Q (Muray Gritty J Barry 587 TEDurean(3)23 M7 

29 3401) GAQJC STORM (26) (HCRachgCttfMJrtnSm 386 (7W4 DHotaidS H77 

-29 doctored - 

BETTING: 9-1 Doitota Adton, PtaMnrAmow, 19-1 OggL 14-1 mteigtoiligilic, My Hatody Pwkre, 
Strep WBdwood Ate 1W Bnaod.GMfc Storm. Paten For Ha, W4 Bnwgk« MarirsL 
Praod Nafrm, 29-1 Bold Bitot, 28-1 Ttotoov 25-1 Cram m. Nog 01 Paw, IMum* 33-1 Mi- 
an 

698: CdastM BUt 4 8 6 J Forte 3-1 far (T D Bancn) dram (28B 28 ran 


I'Q nnl COURAGE HANDICAP (CLASS B) £25,000 iDRPi 
I added 1m 2f Penalty VMua £16,187 l POU1 

1 22iD- WGWAR (457) (0) (Umm Oam Racing) L Curort 4 911 WJ O’Connor 13 85 

2 2TO30 CHAMWGNEPRMCE(31)(D)|MgimRn^PHBiis4B9 A CM 16 86 

3 33324 GAMEP1DY (31)(CD)(KRKpad0n)DHqiitJanBg589 KFrttonlT 87 

4 96De GRE(2f)(n(MwBrtDonti)DBnreih486 RHrecb(3)11 » 

5 64000 BALLGOWNteffD) [CVLhBs)DTtxzn794 Jbwl 84, 

B 684852 BMUI«RmM(qWMudhiPMmre4i9POcto391 HlMtoto 8 tWf- 

7 5-654 YAR0B(15) (LmMnStoS) RAMUM490 DRHbCMbIT 82' 

8 828405 STAR MANAGERtDSA) (41) (C)(M ArfciS PCtto 7611 — »T(Mn2-8B 

8 -HOC HWRflB)ra(D)PF) (tetoumAJMifctan) EDu*p3BS MHBb15 » 

6 00000 LONBERTDpiHD)^iSrtiAlltoniddVSoare4Ba 1 RPtoteW 99 

It -22038 SHARP CONSUL (48) (q)(fcta Duld BtacMurt H Canc^ 5 87___— CRuMrB 0 

6 1-044 S0Pfm0RE(1fla)(KAbdJtiBWs387 MHaiy(Q4M6 

13 94620 SUB) GROOM (2Q(q (9wDa*gPfehi|4RAWust78 6 S Saxton 9 MO 

14 03000 PALATIAL STYLE fW) (CO) (SyfrwRacilQjP MatorD84 TSpteSfOl 

6 D6321 BtTOfTp5) P) {Jamos BrowU S C Mfams 4 8 3 AMeGtonaSlOO 

6 231314 TTTTA RUFF0 (22) (□) (Uario LwftvxM) BHartm383- MarihDte7]09 

17 60356 BMNHBGHTS(7)(CD)^TRMixrbin)SDaw582 PDospJUlM 

-17rtodwed- 

BETTBtG: 5-1 Garre Ploy, 13-2 Grttrt^ 7-1 Ytoob, M Ufgn; 18-1 Champagna Prince, Bal 
Gown, Bafl Paradtoa, 13-1 aOrere 

108: Gams Ptoy 4 6 5 R Godma 5i (D Hpytto Jonas) toarei W V ren 
FORM GUIDE 

railB 7 cams wi(h a strong lata nm over this datance at Sandown thee weeks ago, tid- 
ing to cafch Cugtoa by ■ head to a Held of 17. David Bsworthb charge; an 3»om (Inn d)' 
scorer the time belbre should again account for Edan HeighlB and Lomberto, who fin- 
ished fifth and seventh at the Esher back and are only 2b and 7t> bettor to, raspecte 
ly The seasons toadtog apprentice, floyston Ffrunch. who was aboard the selection tor 
to last two starts, is again to tha sadda Mlgwar was pretty smart tost season, to two 
vrinafndudhg the ZstJand Gold Cup to Rodcar but he hasrrt been seen stocabatfy ham- 
pored and tyjred a! Rcyol Ascot 14 months ago and is on lop wataht. Game Pkqr. win- 
ner of the comnpandtog con test 12 months ago, has rwi severe] good races wahout 
winning this asason, incAxlng last time to fourth oMStoAmyasatrarKwhoraCtam- 
pagne Prtnoa (no better oft) was i38i ol «. Ktorwi FMon takas tha ride on Gome Roy 
and the foLryov-eM might give Ebtaf most to da Bad RamOsa, who ran Song Of free- 
dom to a neck St over course and (Sstance last time and to only 2fe hftHr here, Ha)r, 
runnewip to Lataq at Nawmarf ret irfar winning garwly there and Rlpon soarar lafloff 
are oltm with good chirr®. Selection: GREF 

ro~on) TOTE AUTUMN CUP (HANDICAP) (CLASS C) |DDpi 
L___i EM^IOO 1m 5f 61yds Pendty Value £14^65 l PPU1 

1 99365 BEAUCHAV JADE pri) (E Rraai) H Candy 5 ID tt .-CAdal 0 

2 25166 RAOTWAICH (21) (C) (Hasmondi Stod) J Dutop 39 6 WJ(7Cnnor3 0 

3 4217 DAfK£MAN(737)(Fui*MtaPaemh<p)Wltar48B MRUnnto7 M 

4 Q05S2 WAKSL (USA) (41) (Us J M LOuSm) S Dow 585 .TQteM 87 

5 0329 EASY LJSTefflIQ (JK7) (BF) P Kacy Fx ) N Had* 5 94 MRtomBr4 - 

B -OD40 JAZZIQNG(10) (TO) |WhKO>beltanoi)GayKreBMy494 R Meocti (3) 13 100 

7 0633 DARATOUR (16) {FW Age W wt) LC unanrSB fl KFMon9 8 7 

8 901TT DEBUTANTE DAYS (31) (MreStosthal A Stowari 5 Bit — SSmdwalQ 90 

9 -42125 RUSSIAN R0SE(M)(BF) (Ml RtrtrmhipjJTtaM 8 B_, Ltorfn Dwylr 12 0 

6 -664 STEAMROLLER SDWym (CO) (RMOteCCynrA 88 MM2 84 

11 3M UFEOFREEY (15) (JU«*iy)G Lai(iB387 ACtarkl 09 

C 008-05 RX8ffiRYIANE{17)(D)(A£hBraSt)UsMRevetayB85 JiDayB 0 

6 44362 8HALA7QNO (15) [G PWro) BRLHmwi483 TSprWcnS 0 

H 226J4 RANDOM XMDfESS (132) OBR (948 Radno) R Ingam 48 3 AMeGtellWf 

-14 dactared- 

BEmNG: 94 Darepow; 9-1 Dabrento Days, 7-1 Fbuadry Uaa, 8-1 ftatowalEti, Jazz King, Ross- 
lan Rosa, Staatotara. 10-1 othare 

106 : Itota 4 6 0 R |9to B -1 (P Anntocno) dram ( 0 ) (toad haatod wih 
Bahntey * 88 S Senders 134 lar (R AtaHrU} Cham (q C ren 
FORM GUIDE 

Datwtanta Daya, who was oomptotoig a hat-trick whan she defeating Bbaahaamek 
at Latoestar early this marsh, stated to in at lha flriih despite a 6*3 rise but Kieren Fal- 
lon who partnered tar on teoccaaioa teams up with DARAPOUR this time and Luca 
Cwrerifr runner cnid taka tha beating. Derepou; unraced as a twoyaer-akl. landed a 
Bath maiden second tone out to July. Hs got into al sorts of trouble when market leader 
and unptaced u Treeeebtty w to handcap bow at Sandonm and has ran w«i to take 
minor honours in his two outings since - behind Lataq at Newmarket (tm 21) where ha 
Itevad strongly: and agate Arctic Owl at York pm at), tto longer wp should prove Jusi 
nght Foundry Lem hasrft mm for mere than two year* but ran only three times to S8S 
and waant d a cre dhad on htorehm whan tenth ot 21 ki the 9 kk fotoning with \brtt fifth 
to Fcr^a He is comhg down in (he weights and ufaxid not bo fornway. ShsiMiaana s^- 
dom new a bad race and had Ufa Of Rltay mAes adrfll when chasing home Dance So 
Suite at more than three lengths at ^wom tost time. Selection: DAAAPOLR 


tie Dunlop home at Po malre ct and a 9i> prE doaarrt look enough. But the runner they 
(d have to contain is SAHO, who pronisea to stay a mle in hto present top form. He 
aquaazad through to beat a monater field to Doncaster (7ft to notch the fartener test 
Saturday and meets Tbrtlum (r«h) on only Ski worse term*. BoMn Rank has Ns right 
ground at lut after aoina credtotai affarta and ha wea badfy cten at Doncaetar last 
Steday hs wfl ta tanging avqr vrith the toadera ficxn toe ret whls Prida Of Ftondto. 
another who waa bady erawn laat SatuttoM, won this race on faster ground iaatyaar from 
Hmtatoy Hi Moving Airaw. aflna fifth toEjpic Stand to that Doncaster roc* hokh every 
chance with Darryfi Holand agrin rkflng Ptdtotar, ascend to Neuwest to a hoi race at 
Nawm ar ka t to anotire- strong co nt anda q along wWiltarnia WMar. who retianadln 
tom with a thW to Shawm a? Sandown. Selection: SAHO 

rEf‘Tc'1 FORD SCOTTISH DEALER NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £6^)00 added 2YO 6f 

1 3G0 HUJOOll (28) PtowKRichgSyndc^ J Du4op97 XDteteyTf , 

2 68 SUVEZUTRACE{21)[Chyt^B^R>rire>WtoLkqjJaNelflELLomhar(5)1B 

3 6064 VKEPHESDENI1ALn^F)|pDaw4TBIiar»gkn86 ACrftanalO 

4 340 HUNTSWOOO (46) 0m D F Cock) R Hannon 9 5 : tteOTMIS 

5 312 ANnAATOAWNpnP)pWhyrMotoAudkre)BPrttog86^ DHeBandlS 

6 051230 PflBIIUM PURSLHT(7) (U) LiCRaracn^Rftrwya i RQKtaano9 

7 63435 ANGB.HILL(7)(DKDPartnenrtriTDBflnon8 6 JCwrol* 

B CKCOT1 RVE OF SMDES (M) OD) (B L CinkU ftfWiay 8 11 RWtate(I)2 

8 423621 CUMBRWN OS3ET (2fl (Curbrim hdrelre Lid) T Eadarby 8 6 — : J Fortuw I 

6 1430 « LASHAM(23)Pfl(N ACafctfmJNCBtoyanflO -3 

II W6KATY THOMAS (84) ^YtohutrjJ Barry 80 P Fussy 

6 «5 BMUWU(t0)(litaiARtai)JGoUo8O ^JQrtm7 

6 836403 COSMC CASE (31) (I S Gdds) J GOlde 7 6 APoM(5)12 

-Udadarad- 

BETTWG: fra VkaPrareieind, 11-2 Htewood, 7-1 Ate At Dawn, 8-1 HhJoobi, Rvaol Spades, 
9-1 Lartrea, 19-T Sefrex La Baca, Prwnkra Areuft, Ctrefafan Cadrt; T2-t otfiere 
698: auasQuesn 284 J Carrtfl n (U Ctamcn) darei (2) 11 ran 


\ A nn l CROYDON CONSERVATIVE CLUB NURSERY HANDICAP ] 
Z__l (CLASS 0) £7,000 2YO 5f 34yds P»iatty Value £4,900 

1 M40M YDRKKBOYpI) (D)(U»M Bcdd^ 3 UciiafOT89 Stefan! 

2 . 311 M0MTE LBltOS(3r; p) (SM Da 2Mle) ROnton 90. TSteaM 

3 • 40314 EXB0URNeSWBHpBA)t«)Pf*dil^Btea6— MHM7 

4 46 C34TRE COURT (51) (U yi's Ctokl Sto) R toral 8 9 PDoMw(7}3 

5 29434 ,TH6 BOT JOHN (USA) (281^7 B RLeaxsLklfl Haxrxi 8 6 HFtonchpQS 

-.asaoa fiLSna*>OWW(W«OB^BPa«nga3 — Rutter i 

7 • C-DH22 8UPfe0ANGB.(&)foyteMtelteaa)MtluggnldgBa2JaHirey(3)2 

8 -0040 fWaETWflEpqffWS^^Snffl^SDowBO— : PDoa{7)8 

9 540348 BISTHWUfIK (17) (0)0 UBhKtih)JBmy 80 NAtesS 1 

6 5490 EW l ER0RNAIQI(<7)D*aEfMw4BMartim76 DR McCabe 11 

ti 9664 W0flPSJ0Y»W(Kl«n)Xiwry7 8 HarihOwyw-4 , 

-tldactered- : 

BETTVIG);t94 Marta Lamos, 9-1 Exbourte Wish, 7-1 Dm Boy Jrfn, 8-1 Totes Boy, Catere ] 
Court, terem AogoL hraryls Joy: 10-1 atbars i 

1 998; MsHntnh 8 7 G Mow R 11-2 9* M) ten (3) 5 ren 

| A on I ROTHMANS ROYALS SERIES SEMI-FINAL (HANDICAP) 
^ ,JU I (CLASS q £25,000 1m (round) Penally Value £18,075 

1 -40305 ALMOND ROCK pt) (CD) (C IT Racing UtQJRatere 5 60 NWoyU 

2 03316 AHLCHE STAR (21) (1^ (A E Ctopwhatoa) G Wagg 3 8 T1 HfnV 

3 400001 SA9AN (4Z)(D) (UsL Brock) □ Manta 89 5 MDay2V 

4 62M THERHEA (17) (CD) (RGudja. C Lania, M Caheri) B R Mbnan4 9 0—A Whahn (6 18 

5 0256 FJUBUf MAN (74) (D) (8F) fmtf Mte Partnurahip) J FKte»4 B 6 ACtofcl* 

t 29830 SHARP SHJFRE pi) (D) (IA* HFPrandB^asI) R H btoi 486. MHany(3)1 

7 3093 W SPOM£ (USA) pt) pal Melon) I Baking 3 B 6 SSwidacalO 

B 00621 IAM0DBIEDQ(D)Wctnftxeal)6«yKBlBa^4B6 i KFtflon7 

9 42-60 PfBKXOFDB8ALPQ(JSaiikk8DArta4tma88 TOutoaB 

8 050000 ARTFUL DANE (17) (CO) [S P Lantfawn Racixfi W tteWrvai 5 89 — A Daly (5) IB V 

ff 002300 0M7HWrm(D)^GatetesMfteni)LGCOlM888 — DG*tefflT2 

6 63000 BROUGHTDN8TURMOE.(3q0))(R Mate) BRMhaai 884 .TSpreie4 

6 -6300 MDAmW(90m(BJHannvn(ASreHt7B3 ; AMcOonatS 

M 84260 BBiOJHNp4)(D)(BJ) WWMa)PVVte«ryn582 J Lure 8 

6 6QM 9WBETMUBJ0M(18)(q)pF)(CvwiHoan)UatlHaWigdan4B1-Aflaartina 

8 3401H □TYGAM8LERp1)(D)(iJINqi)Gteaaary3BD D H McCabe T7 

V -646 PRESBfrsnUAnON(q(p)(CvuiHoam)LanfHuflnBdon676uAbaBaCookff0 

6 DOE IfflRARAiaSE jfl(D) (GEArcfM)TJN«Jgf*Jl37 6 CRuDBrS 

8 000003 Saa«»»tTY(FR)Cie)PFPai1nataWBRMtaian476 ■■ ..MteDwyarn 
20 500020 ZHteUTT P) (D) (ItaMP P«*n] MU0WT77 8 NArtereaU 

-Mtedaad- 

MMmm ae^c WJOt tea tmOatp wstftt: Sarencflpfr W «l tesKTMSO. 

BETTnQ: 9-1 A|Mdva Sta T-1 Ttierbaa, 91 La Modtato 10-1 FareBy Itai, to Sponge, 124 SaHtei, 
Prince ol Dankd, Ben Qum, Sareaf WBukaba, Prate Staatioo, 14-1 other* 

1998: AnM Dana 4 7 8N Carfsto 88-1 (M HaaunEEt) drawn (E).8 ran 

rE~nnl EBF HARWELL MAIDS! STAKES (CLASS D) £5^)00 addad 
l a,w l 2YO 6f Penalty value £3,903 

1 AGANQN(Nn|pdnaiRadrdMChanicn90 R Parte 20 

2 ASTR01DG81(CLAEdginlon)WMuaBO — WJOTSumor8 

3 BR0WMNG(SarlyJ Start Lord HuKjngtoi 90 - J te eOaofcmie 

« 0 CARVER DOOME (18) (P R Oudan) D Owppel 90 AMcGknalO 

5 4 DSP SPACE pB) Pto(lixanMktatoUii)EDurtop90 K Felon 1* 

6 B>SaM CYCLONE (USA) (Satan Bd Obakfa) B Ml 9 0 MHBaS 

7 LUCMANWnAN (Lix^rei Stu4 D Lcdar B Q A CM2 

8 0 MAHTBLO PB) Eprintore) ft ChappM 9 0 NAdamaC 

8 0 UUWSSfl(64)(HamtaAJMiktoumjCJBmMd90 AWhataaiS 

8 nQQnGOCKffBlDW(HdeaIGou(fi)PVHwyn9Q T Sates 5 

II 0 TDRRB7T (18 (BF) (Hghcfcro Racing Lkt PGctoSO JMIOUtol 

6 402 TUHBLWSD PROSPECT (to} pnd toxblensad nkip) B Meehan 9 0 NTtobUKI? 

6 SO 2S8>O(Bq(TtaPlyteS)iKtoaNMHaBianEEsB0 J Lore 11 

14 ATLANTA ffue of M«txiousrtJDif*» 8 Mtenarl 

6 BABY SPICE (W H Fonsoty) U Ctanncn 9 9 CandyMoate4 

6 LA GA1XB9A (D J YIMrer] J S Moore 8 8 MHnyffiU 

6 . DO MBS t*±ETANTEOej(THotovM*arto)RJcSTaw Houston B 9 —Marta Itiw 12 

6 a Poll BLUE (tig (9wat8 Hoi Gay KStoMy 8 8 Rftedl(39U 

6 0 ST UKU (W)PJ Matte Bitten SB Qtewn(7)7 

3D WAFFS TOUT (FHl\Wtat?GCtate5^t«3 8 S CAte W 

-ndadarad- 

BETTING: 94 Dsap Space, M Lucayan Man, 8-1 Epaon Qfeiona, 7-1 UnMwaad Proapact 10- 

1 WoMn C ao rtl a i tea . AB a rea , w 'torant, 14-1 rate 

199ft Spaedbte 9 0 Pal Eddary 11-8 to (I Baking] dram (22) X ran 


CATTERICK 


HYPERION 

Z20 BawsianZSO Ufa Bid aao Dulss Bay 3^0169- 
sa(oe4JgZIgfly , sVlola4^'RN*^5J30Lflmorna 

GOING: Good to Fkm STALLS: 6> - outstoc re ma in d ar - matte. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low beat to El to 7t 

• Left-hand courae, undulalfng aid sharp. 

• Course to NW of town on AS138. Dortrntor station 14m - bus 
sermee to coma ADMISStON: OUb Ctl ; Tattereals £7; Cowae 
£250 (under IBs free) GAR HARK: Reserved £2, r emainder free. 
0 LEADMG TRAMERS: J Bony - 27 winners from 192 njnrm 
(141%). B HBe 20-51 (332%). Mrs M Revaiey 6-108 (176%)). 

• LEADING ^JCICEYS: K Daa1ey-.30 wtoa from ti3 rides (8fl%). 
J CarroO Z7-T73 (08%). J Fortune iS-Oa f&3%). 

• FAVOURITES: 170 wtoa to 434 meet (40%). 

BLINKERED RHST T6K: Mis May (25CL Kulapapate (320) 
YnNN6t5M1WLAST5EVBNDNfS:UPiMpa(32C|wonstMu9- 
aeibijtfl on Monday: lEWtepjqwmgNotBnghBni on Monday. 


LEVY BOARD NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 7f 

MCHAIDNG (7) (0) M Uan9 7 GBartiaallS 

TANCR6D TIMES (W) (CD) 0 Barter 96 ,TWDtes7 

TOMDQUGAL(21)CSntti88 JTMalT 

BMNSIAN(11) JL%re92 OPteB 

5HUMAHI SONG (41) jotMrS i VftoMdayM 

THE HONORABLE LADY P0) (D) MChamOn90 -~— 

— PPMWWWGH 

IMPULSE (29) (D) Ito JRurodan 90 D Biggs 9 

FUfMGSNGBI(18)1B*hga6 SWfafamthll 

CAHttCKVTEW pi) P Ctiwr 8E_ — — J Stack 4 

ICAVQiLY FALLS (15) C CWjw 8 H FNonoa12 

THECNWERCNBLmMWBstotyaii _GMto(3|10 
PETMWM37) JWteWrO^t0Tl G Partin (3) a V 

CASTLE Fn9E (33) P Harlem B 9 DrtaObaonS 

SS41 CIRCLE (4^ (CO) TEfl«BrtiyB9 ^LN*atao2B 

BUZZ TFC AGENT (IS) M WEoSrtySfl 

— SFtanenwe (7) 13 


1 523614 

2 0160 

3 05564 

4 300 

5 4055 

6 02036 

7 660501 

B 05400 

9 0*0 

6 6660 

II 504000 

6 PTFftn 

6 008 

VI 808 

6 080 


6 400 SIRACMJRtN3USTK(S() BMeBB ._D(7DoBOhoa(3) 13 

V 01*040 TWKTaeHB(I)jaaoy88 J Faring 3 B 

-I7dactoad- 

Bhl TING: 7-1 iacfraiBog, froputee, Saerl Chela. Threa T knaai a , 8-1 Tfen- 
aed Tfrnu, Flytog Stogw; SapacteagMalk, 19-Lotiwre 

[bqnl EJBJ= MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£4^50 added 2YO 6f 

1 3 ASYAAD(USA)pqBHfe90 D ODonoho* {3) 8 

2 8364 BEWARE (28) RArmsOong 90 F Norton 7 

3 00 8AXDN VICTORY (20 WHaaomBO . — _SWHtetfiS 

4 000 STftCTlYl*(YT1«l pi) ItoS BtamaBO -,GPwttoQ]4 

5 0 TB4ETO mafT (4^ B limy 00 A V HaOOxyl 

6 2 TITLE BID (USA) (8) U Sauls 90 JLyudil 

7 0 B0L91ASV(43)JBany69 DtaGfcrenS 

B 00 BnUITlUE(lS)JLeyreB9 TMSareaS 

9 22264 ftS MAY (3$ J Berry 8 9 Jfonkig9B 

8 335 MOVING PRB4CSS p) Mai S Hal 8 9 KHodgaoolO 

-TOdadarad- 

BETTWG: 84 TUa BM, 3-1 taped, 1 M Beware, Me May; 1M Moatng 
Princaas, 14-1 Batataya, I6-T Strictiy Rhythre,2S-t ottHri 


SKYRAM HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added lm7Ti77yds 

UNCLE DOUG ynaMBMRevatoyB98 — SCOpp»B 

CHARIBipS) WS3reyS96_ JFtengUV 

EXACTDrpq JL&re49B TMtea4 

BOLD TOP (IBJBFWtol 592™^ — J8tM*3D 
fLfWKitfflCT JflfnBmySBrtff^ -.GflateMP 
GoaonBvnnoHm snaa a-j)Otta«taM0)ii 

ALWNUAB)HWm4B9 PPtoepby(3)6 

TUfl»R<Rq(179)RHoirtitelS89 Lynch a 

KHOWD (3) (C) (Cfr K Hogg 9 6 9 JSrenMl2 

fULQ'OPSE (IQ AMJtntond* B3 D Stags 1 B 

DULASBAarroMWEtetyaSO JMeGftaonS 

SIRAFRAN GOLD (24) Ifrs M Ftmtoy 3 7 6 -^Nortoe 13 
FWESTXTEraBEfi (a)FVten478 —Kta Hart p) 14 

WHjCOMEUJ® JLH*n»478 dwMUiS 

PEMWPS’PBnHBirm RBBR57-Dk)a WtaHMiq 18 

BVJZ(J22}LLungoB7 8 P Bra*, (7) 10 

RANGST5L0ANE(JT75) GFena578 NCMrtaT7 


1 60*0- 
2 00*202 

3 OflSM 

4 23306 

5 fiCIT 

6 «D26 

7 640055 

8 -38050 

9 T0850 

8 -04300 

11 050032 
6 00025 

6 050434 

14 40000 
6 036424 
6 560200 
17 0000- 


DUUSBAY 

S1HAFFWK 


-!7dac!aiad- 

BETTWQ: fr4 1 Priodpa, 1 14 DUSe Bay, 7-1 Cttertiu; Good Rteation, 
8-1 Slrtefan Gold. 10-1 Undo Doog. Ahranta. 12-1 atte 


ocnl CONSTANT SECUHITY SERVICES 
1*^1 HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 1m 4f 

1 1600 TKSAJOC (30) (O^ M Camachos 60 5Capp(94 

2 04116 fOGa.6LAD(95)(qPHateni5B8 JMaGBteS 

3 63828 CANTOI VBTOH^ (D) SVtoods594 —F Lynch 7 

4 221 TYCOO«SSpS)pMJolT»*Jn386 JFaentog 2 

5 TOGO SXD6NNELm(8)(0J rB*rty6BTZ TWtel 

■8 56330 HADMEJ1ANT(29(D)Ateaier88e NCarWaB 

7 -2310 DOUBLE EWHT( fj)lB)Bi * 385 — D ODonoboe fl 5 

BETTWG: 2-1 Tycooneas, 4-1 Ooubto BgK, fr2 Ttataajoe, Canton Vtei- 
tura, 1fr2 Nlgan Lad, Hto lOtoft 20-1 Gate Hato 


[XORl CATTERICK'OPB* MORNING' SELLING 
STAKES(CLA$S G) £2^00 added 3YO 
1m5f 175yds 

1 01013 SKBJDHSOVBBGNgQJRHoBnhredSO FlyadrS 

2 302056 R0N0USnDDR(77)QHani88 F Norton 5 

3 000340 COCHmmCThimnSS TWMnreflB 

4 20500 GWNenURQAHCER(S)FYBftlBy85 JtanfcH 2 

5 0008 HBfB) GOLF ANGB. (108) PH3dam85 — JMtaGfeoanl 

8 0800 HONIARA BAY (28) Us5Aarf«l85 — PPltaptw 0)4 

7 8S88SO 2CGY6VI0LA(2B)ltaMRHiey65_DCn]flHfiMffi7 

— 7 de cl a re d - 

ffiTlWG:114ag»toVWl.M 8)MMSttmagn,7-ftCadMti,4-1 Hav 
ar Gel AogaL1 i K[RonquistatfO( 20-1 site 

|4_55| RACING CHANNEL MAIDEN STAKES 
IT™ I (CLASS D) £4^00 added 3YO 7f 

1 0 HALLANTRAE BOV (91) 4 Gckfla 9 0 _TWtea6 

2 0000 til 1 BWLLiNE(42) AMJWhndOO .N CaUs 14 B 

3 46 ranHWffp6)Mto»uta90. J Sloe* 13 

4 -22940 MARVlBONEt12)4emyaO 0 Pte 2 

5 0 WTE OWLS1 (140) J 9 o JFwa*ig4 


8 083034 RRESENT CHANCE D9(Bf)BMcMtoan 90 ~-LH*Mcn 7 

7 THEMJNfCBJGcfrjeSO P P Hurptn CB 11 

8 43«3e TtaTDN (11)1 Baktog 80 SWfrtanrttav 

9 3 CANTMAfto) ABMsyBB > G RaMaair (5) 10 . 

8 6 DAMARA (57) entente 9 41*12 

11 W600 DANCE IGOOY (98) GCHoydBO KHadgaanB 

6 0- FANTASY RIGHT pB^ UPdl 6 9 D ODoooho. fffl g 

6 0- SOtSHOOIBIpU)EWfemH89 ___Dtet teas 1 

H 42 WARNBiQ EXPRBS (37) R Amatreng 8 B FfcktanS 

6 W WHO DEALT (46 R HaSnshato 8 9 F Lynch 13 

-ISdKtoto- 

lire Wanting Eqnsa, 3-1 Tbpton, 6-1 Prate Chance, 7-1 
MarykbooB, 13-1 Catone, 14-1 KwfcpoW, 20-1 Mtnra 

5301 ‘RACING AGAIN NEXT SATURDAY* HL- 
I— -i UES HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,300 
added 71 

1 306*46 QPSY PRINCESS (21) CTMWEasfaty 3 ?T2 


2 ®00O5 NAtSSANT (5) (D) K VCna4 B ft O ODonebM (3) 13 

3 00036 ANETTA (4S) lire S HlB 3 9 11 B Cupp ( 5)8 

< 043383 B0UMD(HKnHy(lD(C)TteBfay498.TW6toi«5 

5 68W28 B0LiBK)Mff)JBeiry39n OPanu 

8 008238 CaANDME(11)AteN48e DatoObian4 

7 OB000 CRSSBfl(M)RHEflRrtMto497 FtaidiT 

8 604200 DEUGHTOFDAWN(3)(D)EMiaaiar5B7 

s Canon m 10 B 

9 35000- GRETAGAMpu) (D) DStawSBB dtogwHS 

V S4Q00 IN GOOD WCX (48) M W Eastoby 3 9 6 _G Pmtki p) 15 B 

9 »»40 DBP0L DIAMOND fta)(D)GOkiqid49B XHaHaanl? 

6 040401 LAYOUAp) (D) Lfea JCrffiE496^«) .-SWltotoBB 

O 330 P0L99<Af21)JWVWtt»ags -IFwvtog 2 

14 650230 LaMORNA ( 5) M Chamcn 3 9 3 PPMutoryCDi 

6 m-800 SH0WG»L(2qjHWtaan392 jfBtaw 

W 33000 TAEL OFSUfat(2^(D)ABolay 591 F Norton 11 

17 60900 KflHU»Qrm(C)Afrttiite1590^tetanra)3y 

-17dactorad- 

Hgtt Of Dam^teana, 10-1 Potanki, 12-1 othara 


pnNTER SVGlIIDL 


NEWBUHY 

2J0: BIN ROSIE, wbQ bear Open 

Cfedilbythrcequartcis of a length 


rime, stays a mile and can follow 
op. EtatcAxRr looks ih danger. 

oca' 

130: AREiUHAN HERO, who beat 


winner Land Of Dreams; by 2*/i 
leogtbs at Ripon last time, looks a 
act. Mijana looks the mam 
threat. 

□do. 

3^08; GRIEF, a head second to O^- 
! hui m a competitive handicap over 
lm 2f at Sandown last timey-can go 

one better. Gann: Ploy «s the danger. 

COQ 

330: DEBIfEANTE DAYS, who 
beat EJbaaha by a neck m a Lm 3f 
183yds handicap at Leicester' last 
rime, remains on a fair mark. 
Danpour is the chief threat. 

AYR 

3 jQ 5 - The effect of the draw is ex- 
tremely rtfffv-nU to predict. Low 
nnmben? had a slight edge in a 
sprint here an Thursday and if that 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


advantage holds, MISTER JOL- 
SON could be eaefa-way value at 
long odds. Ron Hodges’s veteran 


'f* 


, .>» - . 
.- ..j* 

.-f- .. 

C'" 

i 

■ m 

{* 


for 


tii&SBSUnot and has a useful torn 
of foot. 

□□□ 

335: This would seem to rest be- 
tween Winter Romance and WKKF- 

A-MINUTE, with preference just 
going to the latter. 

□□□ 

4J5: BLESSHYG1NDISGUISE un- 
shipped frEs joefaey at the start on 
bis last nm, bntnmst be a big threat 

here. This gekbng has not stopped 
improving all season. 

□□□ 

4.45: SUE’S RETURN deserves to 
win a big prize after reaching the 
frame in some competitive hand- 
icaps. 


OTECT OF THE DRAW IN THE AYR GOLD CUP 


Year It 

1996 28/27 

1995 27/25 

1994 29/8 

1993 8/10 

1992 28/11 

1991 18 

1990 8 

1989 6 

1988 6 

1887 4 


4th Runner* 


29/25 

27/22 

25/5 

28/28 

20/22 

28/26 

26/23 

29/28 

15/5 

16/13 

8/1 

29/27 

f7/t2 

9/3 

2/8 

29/28 

8/14 

25 (7 

3/10 

28/29 

16 

28 

12 

28 

1 

2 

18 

29 

5 

14 

9 

29 

12 

10 

28 

29 

14 

1 17 

12 

29 


Good to Firm 
Good 
Good to Soft 
Good to Firm 
Soft 
Good 
Good to Soft 
Soft 

Good to Soft 
Good to Soft 


Staff number Ayr Gold Cuo/SBv erCup (started 1992) 

Homes drawn on the stands side (high numbers), including rimers 
Coastal Buff (1996), Royale Figurine (1996), Daring Destiny (1994) end 
Lochsong (1992), haw fared wefifr recent runnings of the Gold Cup. \ 
In the last boo years, that trend has been reported In the Silver Cup. 
However, a tow drew had trie call from 1987 to 1990. Trie ground was 
good to salt at best in those lour years, but the aforementioned wins 
from a high (haw came on ground ranging torn soft to good to torn. 

AYR GOLD CUP HANDICAP- 10-YEAR-TALE 

1897 98 69 90 >1 92 0.9485 0 

ted 9w terete 3tg8 5 1723„7Tl6 1 

Wtototoptacatabteting 3 0 0 0 3 7b 2c 0 8 1 

atotogjirte 6-1 33-1 50-1 6-1 14-1 6-1 tt-1 6-1 8-1 8-1 

WtotowtegW. 76 77 80 82 830 90 96 SO 88 86 ~ 

Matte age: . 358 334 7 34 4 j 

PraMortattton teteFtertto-£6DQ3accqdftere«re-C2DD 

Pa r— *-n« of to wn pta e tolte; 2nd cr3tdta late taoK 506 

Shrateto price d to n tw re: Cote BUfl (699 3-1 1» 

LanBM H iiiBtowfcte . .tareaarttitB68)Bfr1 

Tbpfrtowre:NQtttehMr«n9iiBMamoe«BnoncekilfwlaM6)te 

■Jbpjactay: jRartung- Jowwtrti (BO) Couto BUt (699 


FIRST SHOW 

Ayr — 3.05 

Horn C H L T 

Atoto 1 1M 1H 84 frl 

DoutaOrow 52 M frl 11-1 

Pitr wta iiWiw 14-1 14-1 W 0-1 

BtiureOfAreta W g -1 6-1 6-1 

B— OB KH 18-1 1B-T Ifrl 

Tire 14-1 18-1 6-1 16-t 

WitiCDatMacfc 141 18-1 m 6-1 

CWtoTtaBntar TM W-1 W 6-1 

tom »i 6-i 6-i m 

HtePrt m 20-1 6-1 20-1 

ThtGwRa aa R! 53 g» 

CwaaHto 2S-1 25-1 Z5-T 2D-1 

LtotaB 254 254 25-1 254 

toBawrec 251 224 251 20-1 

SovtteLter 2D-1 ZH 6-1 25-1 

Nware Ate 01 28-1 251 28-1 

Ml 2D-1 jfrl 28-1 25-1 

Matte ga aa aa an 

Panto FMo 25-1 25-1 284 2CF1 

Dm 33-1 6-1 39-1 25-1 

Had ‘Bi Haw 33-1 25-1 25-1 

Nra 33-1 33-1 2B-1 25-1 

SfcBtovSftai 33-1 33-1 an 3B4 

SaWrtold 334 28-1 334 35-1 

BrevKtatoora 33-1 <0-1 43-1 33-1 

KrtohrlM 46-1 33-1 404 «Q-1 

ftefltaft 48-1 48-1 4Q.1 40-1 

Surer «M 33-1 4D-1 351 

SBrenfrrwt 68-1 M «W SM 

Eartr nqt b reattrleookto ptoa 1 , % a 4 
C-CMH-Mamlft L-LadtodrekT-'bta 


I |cn y £•" 

I jielow i 


i 

... 

ds^ 1 ^: * 

•. p*'*-**"' 1 


i J L 


M 


Ayr -4.15 

How C H L T 

PtePAware frl 8-1 tM 84 

DoubtoActian frl W-1 94 KM 

Oort 9-1 8-1 W-l frl 

PtotonalntetaBl4.l tt-i 144 14-1 
MytotijdyHtatoi W 6-1 W 14-1 

ShrepHM 1H 18-1 141 141 

tetaiRrUto 14-1 6-1 6-1 184 

WMBBodHrat frl 61 14-1 tiH 

Bfcnl 20-1 64 6-1 29-1 

B—qfcwItokBt 2fr1 04 6-1 6-1 

gatSaa aa si Si m 

BoMBfort 2D-1 25-1 20-1 2tM 

CwtoiOM 284 251 26-1 25-1 

IterShWD 25-T 25-1 25-1 20-i 

Proud Itotira 2D-1 2D4 B-1 25-1 

Itotwow 25-1 ZD-1 25-1 204 

teg 25-1 28-1 22-1 26-1 

Kina Of Pom 334 25-1 25-1 S4 

MfcfrwQfl 254 251 35T 25-1 

PwfrBBwra 33-1 33-1 33-1 334 

SB-1 2fr1 

ratal 354 40-1 33-1 484 

HwrtriB 48-1 40-1 404 33-1 

SnretoPwaton 40-1 494 4P-1 4Q.T 

NbtofhiBaw *0-1 33-1 Sfrl 33-1 

aateDmenr 40-1 40-1 50-1 40-1 

Ate 40-T _ 884 MU 50-1 

CWctanMa 5P-1 86-1 50-1 5D-1 

atittir 6D-1 50-1 HF1 HM 

Each My a quren-tW odA ptom 1 , a a 4 
C - Coto H - Wtiem Fft L- Latah* T-Tta 


LQNGCH AMP -j 

|o Ac{ PHIX DE LA SALAMANDRE (GROUP 1) imapl! 1 
Lf^rJ E?3^13 added 2Y07f Penalty VWueESt ,739 l POU1 J . 

1 16 XKAH (2 7? (BF) (KAbrUah) A RtraS 0 O Prefer 8 m 

2 ft GRe9ftANDBtmQhaMiMBrwanNMaktoui4CMtito(f38)9a .SQUM710 1 

9 1 FANTASY I SLAND (29) (D)(QodCtnkjSflaeabkiSuroor(GS 80 DBoad2ft6 

4 30061 SFGEDnTTOO(28){jQMQGItagwm90 OCwtoSBO ! 

3 3601 CftrSmmiLucqwSMDBMCrttlGqSD - S DkotreB 1 «D 

8 66 HARBOUR HA5TB1 (41) S Ifegrfa) A P OBitan H B 0 — C Iawi>nn9 TTO 

7 621 CHARGE I7AHWRES (J7) (MK|»«a * A Da ftyr-Otw g 0 -G Mrwa 8 115 

8 32261 MAfliaOT BAY (n 54rrw3ltoy.il) APOBrire MB 6 J AHtooure* KB 

9 5H2 SAWTE MARWE (M (P) (RCS tiare) RC cfet86 TJwtnUBG 

■WTWfcHIte) Ctwgi D'A8te,3-1 Rtawy Wind, 5-1 Harbour HaatatlA-t GreardtH- 

dre lfr-1 8te Maritw, 2S-1 CW|h, 334 nttwra 

10ft ftequa 9 0 J FMd 2-1 (P ChapitoHyam dram (t) 5 an 


"-M.-v . 

jiin j .. 

-"illh j,-,.- 

’S*£l V.r., 

.IHF.^USY 

|f" 

- 

!v 


OJRJRAGH 


1 3 cn ! JEFFB3SON SMUFffTT IRISH ST LEGER I dr Art 
1 J ^ U I (GROUP 1) £150^)00 1m 6f |PPUl/U9j 

1 M 221 OA6SICaJtM(Z7)M(Gadabrt>4SreBdbkiftnor((»58B. M LDtoto7l22 

3 SS ^kS^« ra LcsSfo*^ K PrtrtB9,o! “ 8 SCttta 5 ™ 

4 45B2ID SAHHA«n«)mW(KM04SL^jaS^SSBTZJj£Sl£2m 

8 -63t? WHnEHKTERAffiAfi(31)tJMGnWhaji)M9kuii(GB)495.__~,_Jltak!tfl8 

7 -30351 RAiayT1tADmON(^(qMvJUB9MOAP09ito38B -^_Clfcdw38W 
-7(todtored- 

7-1 Punch, W-1 WMto- 

ter Mato l3-i SI0B Ate T4-i FnAy IhxStoa 

ta9fcOscarSdindflr48aSOrBinB4.i (K Prantagaa) arawn (7)9 iw 


CURRAGH- .SUNDAY 

NATIONAL STAKES 
LJ 1 (GROUP 1)£2«M)002yoim Peri VM £112^00 


2 6 ^ 9 Q - 8 W 

3 IB KING OF KMBBpqS * 

4 061 MAGICAL MWTY (n)P) DFJaSraJ WP™Bn iflS 

l J wS! I PteatoTffO 

- ” saMiaTiaaBgfc 

l»»0oai«ng90 WR Saetun n-i (AP Ofttan) ten ( 2 ) 6 rm 
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Time for Wildwood Flower to bloom 



Fillies flourish in the 
autumn and that factor, 
combined with a 
favourable draw, narrows 
down the field for 
today's Ayr Gold Cup to 
manageable proportions, 
writes Greg Wood 


Daunting is simply too small a 
word for the two 29-ninner 
sprint handicaps which form 
the centrepiece of today's pro- 
gramme, and unlike 12 months 
ago, there is not even an obvi- 
ously progressive runner for 
punters to latch on to in the Ayr 
Gold Cup. Then, it was Coastal 
Bluff, who was backed down to 
favouritism at 3-1 and duly can- 


tered home, but in a race of qw*h 
strength and depth, it would be 
the height of greed to expect 
anything similar today. 

This field is far more even- 
ly matched, and the only crutch 
far punters is a couple of trends 
which have emerged in recent 
runnings of the race. 

The first is that a high draw 
seems a serious advantage, with 
four of the last five winners com- 
ing from a box in the mid to h^h 

20s. The other is the fine record 
of fillies and mares in thfc race, 
which arrives at just the point 
of the season when the female 
of the species can show dramatic 
improvement. As a result, two 
names stand out in today’s oth- 
erwise impenetrable list. My 
Melody Parkes (drawn 29) and 
Wildwood Bower (24). 


Certainly, My Melody 
Parkes could not have been bet- 
ter treated by the ballot, and 
with her stable mate Selhurst- 
park Flyer likely to set the pace 
from 19, Jack Beny win go into 
the race with much optimism. 
At the likely odds, however, 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sharp Hat 
(Ayr 4.15) 

NB: Winter Romance 
(Ayr 335) 

WILDWOOD FLOWER (nap 
4.15) is the choice, following a 
victory last time out which im- 
plied that die is recapturing her 
excellent three-year-old form. 

In the Silver Cup Pfcrryston 
View (3-05) should go well from 
stall 28, and dependable Sand- 


moarChambray (next best 3 J5) 
deserves his chance in the Doon- 
side Cup. Enjoyment of what 
should be a marvellous after- 
noon for armchair puntere could 

be spoiled, though, by nothing 
more than a lost shoe before one 
of the races, since the schedules 
at Ayr and Newbmy are just five 
minutes apart Perhaps rating's 
well-heeled administrators am- 
ply do not realise that not every- 
one has two televisions. 

At Newbury, Arkadian Hero 
will start at short odds for the 
M31 Reef Stakes. Luca Cum- 
ani’s colt won a good event at 
Ripon last time which has pin- 
pointed the Mm Reef winner in 
the last two years. 

He should complete a short- 
priced double for Keren Rail on, 
who rides Bin Rosie (2.00) in the 


opener. Bin Rosie is owned by 
vChfic Said, who said that Fhllon 

would never touch another of hs 
runners after-Bosra S ham 's de- 
feat in the Eclipse Stakes. That 
was just about Fallon's only 
mistake this season and he rich- 
ly deserves another chance - in- 
deed, some of Fallon's more 
dedicated fans might question 
whether Said deserves him. Suc- 
cess today might see him tack 
aboard Bosra Sham in 'the 
Champion Stakes now that Pat 
Eddery is oul for the season. 

Game Ploy, winner of the 
Courage Handicap 12 months 
ago, w31 be fancied to do so 
again today, but he has been ris- 
ing in the weights. Titta Rnffo 
(3.00), who ran well when re- 
turning from a lay-off recently, 
offers better value, while 


Foundry Lane (330), well hand- 
icapped on his four-year-old 
form, is the Autumn Cup pick. 

An excellent weekend at 
the Curragh has been tarnished 
by the removal of Central Park 
from tomorrow's National 
Stakes. In his absence. King Of 
Kings should complete a big- 
race double for Irish runners, 
since Oscar Schindler looks 
good for today’s Irish St Leger, 
a so-called Classic with just 
two three-year-olds in the field. 

The main event in France is 
the Prix de la Salamandre at 
Longchamp today, which has 
been ousted from its place on 
Sunday by trotting at Vin- 
cennes. This lack of taste should 
at least be punished by victory 
for one of the five foreign run- 
ners in the eight-strong field. 


Berry gives his all on 
the low road to Ayr 


’All 


ft * 7 - ; A 


•T- - . ’’ 


sS 


.0 


bBP 1 


For Jack Berry, success in 
today’s Ayr Gold Cup 
would be better than 
winning the Derby. It 
would be well deserved 
too as Berry has never 
forgotten his injury- 
strewn career as a jockey 
and contributes more to 
the welfare of injured 
and retired riders than 
anyone in the sport 


If you were to ask the racehorse 
trainers of Britain to form a bne 
> according to the ease with 
which they had reached their 
position, you would find at one 
end a few for whom it had all 
come very easily indeed The 
bead waiter walked up to their 
well-appointed table in the five- 
star restaurant of Life, removed 
the Jid from a silver platter and 
said- “Here you are. Sir. Success 
on a plate.” 

Righnflwnat fife otB6f end 
of the queue would be Jack 
Berry, trainer, jump jockey (re- 
tired hurt), author, fund-raiser, 
above all, as he puts it, “a doer”. 
Now approaching his 60th birth- 
day, Beny is one of the most fa- 
miliar figures on our race-tracks, 
and also one of the most popu- 
lar. not least as a result of his 
prodigious abhity to turn out win- 
ners, of which there have been 
more than a thousand in the last 
decade alone. Punters know 
that every single horse with 
' 3 Berry's initials on its saddlecloth 
‘ night as well have “tryer" brand- 
ed on its haunches. 

Every race matters to Berry, 
but much as he cherishes each 
success, he would probably sac- 
rifice a couple of dozen or so if 
it would guarantee victory for 
one of his four runners in the 
Ayr Gold Cup this afternoon. 

RACING R£SU{35 

NEWBURY 

2.10: 1. SUWJEV SEEKER (L Dettori) 
14-1:2. AcWfaW tJ-1 : 3. BUBtan A-1 far, 
4. Frottcidng «-t 17 ran. Kfc, 1Y*. W Chan:, 
non upper Lafnboraril TW* tiSZO; ESfitt 
C20Q £1£Q C5SQ DF: KSJQ CSF: EMWa 

meant CTStwa two: CMaaa 

2.40: 1. CLAN BEN (K Mon) 7-1: 2. 
Crimson TUta 9-4 It taw: a Xwwn FJllalM 
it lav. 5 ran. V..S't.«Crt 
h»K £750; £2*1 C160 DF: ElWft CSF; 
cssa 

3.10: 1. AMABEL (M HMa) 14-1; 2. Hol- 
lo. Haro SM fi far. 3. Bh» GanBanlM) 

H 1w 5 iav i'S. 27: 

is) TtatK nrtt £29Q Cl.70 DF: C4&6Q CSP. 

3L4fl: 1. PUCK ROW (Sitandara) 

Quiet Assume* &8 lav: 3. ™™ 

2-1 3 ran. Vh, S'h. (J Wtot N a*rn arhal). 

iwk rwn: nsa Eiaa of- esog csrewl 

4.1C-i 7 MONTE CfltSTO (MssRfJyrtT) 
B-1 ; 2 . two S odratJ-1 : iSaM CM 20-1; 
i 4.HW RoundaOa 16-1.21 «*■*£!* 2®: 
'■ cwo CSShV 3. rk (R Quest 

cuzftSm. cm ESM-Ejia ORCTMa 

CSF: C8620 Tncast Etasm rno: EWatt 

C2J4&15 carried forward to Ayr 436 maajfi 

ftTSS&cs |L D«Wp WJ* 

Mwjiww 7-1 . a. Blwrtm HM 12-1 wran. 

11-4 tov A* la Fair JWfjl * * S’-mSJ&SSk 

Kmaachaet TW»i cESfc CtSft 

OF- CQ5D CSF: t£8M TriCSSt EZ777U Inn: 
t a (W R Hem, LarriwjjS 

S&JSSSSsSSBSSi 

PMaiK£22aA6. Ptac* K EB757. 

AVR 

2.00: 1. FALLS 

33-1:2. Braolt The Bulee& -V.f^g”Sj- 

T1 ran. iKtov Wigl^ona am 

Ubmaqel TMK C3130. EW OM ram 

SSssaaBsaac. 
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Many trainers set out with 
the ambition of saddling a Der- 
by winner, bat Beny was far too 
much the realist for that As a 
teenage stable-hand from a 
nine-strong household in Leeds 
where money was always scarce, 
be set his heart on the Ayr Gold 
Cup. and when So Careful fi- 
nally realised his ambition in 
1988, the crowd greeted the 33-1 
shot like a favourite. 

“Everybody in racing knew 
what it meant to me," he says. 
“When 1 was an apprentice 
with Charlie Hall in Yorkshire, 
Tfowser Gosden, John's father, 
used to stop off at our place for 
a few days with the horses he 
was sending up to Ayr. Being 
fairly light I'd ride them out 
and compared to the jumpers, 
they were like machines, beau- 
tiful horses and so fast They had 
a habit of winning the Ayr 
Gold Cup, and I told myself, if 
I'm ever lucky enough to train. 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


that's the race Td love to win,” 
It took him 35 years, but it 
could have been worse. He. 
might for instance, have been 
forced to wait a year for each of 
the 46 bones be broke during a 
13-year career as a jump jock- 
ey, Or another 12 months after 
that to match the number of 
winners he partnered. Belly’s 
autobiography. It’s Tougher At 
The Bottom* was, typically, large- 
ly written in the space of 10 days 
in Tfenerife, when he found that 
there was precious little else to 
do - “there’s no fields, it's all vol- 
canic, no birds or animals’' - and 
that the local shop stocked 
notepads. The chapters dealing 


Z20: 1. FASHION VICTIM (ACUhtno) 
25-1 : 2. Ttouwwy 25-7 ; 3. Flower O'Cun- 
nto 20-1 15 ran. n-41sw Hoh Wna. V*. 3. 
(T CaklweA WtarrirvrtDnl. Tbte: £3560; W5Q 

ram sun . dr tasim csf: sMasa Th- 

cwt enewa THk Not won; E61232 car- 
rtaJ toramd to ftfr 43D1sdK m Bvar Bml 
3JXfc 1- CONFIRMATION (G DuriWd] 7-4 
lav; a Ho Lang 8-1; 3. King Ol Tha Rhrar 
8-1 S ran. (Sk Marti Praacott, Naw- 
maitatl TWbc E2K); £UBU E&30l DF: E&2D. 
CSF: EM2.7L 

3J30c1. REGAL REVOLUTION (JLowo). 
'1G1;aSappMranng5-21av;3.Than)»- 
glvlng 12-1 14 ran. Nk. 2. (P Wtalwyn, Lam- 
boum), TbtK E*2Q. ElSa SAfiO. DF: 
£3240l CSF: B*84a Trio: £19670 

4.00: 1. CAPILANO PRINCESS (S 
Drowns) 3-1 tan 2. Rabal County 14-1; a, 
Tbpetori K-t 11 ran. 'A. 'A. (D Haydn Jam 
SiWpfkJd). TMk £370; EUa SS3Q 
DF: W2H CSF: SOM. Wbast OiBBSa TMb: 
£14130. NR: Doublo Espresso 

420: 1. SBMeSTON P Pfcanch) 8-1; 8. 
OpaquoSa lav; 3. Arlan Spirit O-t 13 tan. 
Hd, 0 IS vwfains, MMiamt Ttate EO30; 
wan ewa CSQa OF: £3400 CSF: ESZBl 
Trieast: £33361 IHo: £12 830 

5.00: 1. KKOJ8LBENEE2E (J ftrtune) 

7-i:aWBatinan , »w^'»- 1 : 3 - p * rtt ** 
0-1; «. Royal T&-1 iB r m. 2-1 Iw 

CfiRO £350, DF: E4S20. CSF: £10167. TVto- 
aat £1S32J06 Trio: £38040 
pucagot: £334320- Qnadpot £3110 

pS««csflsa4a mdw&sbd®*. 
..HUNTINGDON 
220: 1. TOMMY 

2,W1ctaBnaOnotM:3-MB*l01l-2;ip™n- 

M fav McWIYBOon 1 ‘A. 1 'i- INka Bafr 

RSsSSssffls 

li-l 4 «»«L<a wfcrnat TbM: 

^assssasiS 

2 1 i wSf «« mott tjwmn 

»* DPCfflfl CSF: ceaa. Trio: £4740 
7-4 tor. a. I Hava Him 3-1; a &oaa caav- 


with his riding career are fasci- 
nating, but coold be summarised 
thus: got knackered, had a 
month off came bade, got to the 
fifth, fell, got knackered again. 
Repeat ad nauseam. 

“I was the first freelance 
jump jockey," he says. “If a train- 
er had a horse that was a bit of 
a boneenmehex, he didn't want 
his own jockey on it, so being a 
freelance, Td ride it. It was a bit 
like being a kamikaze pilot” 

It was during one of his fre- 
quent spells in hospital, in May 
1965, that Berry began to sketch 
out his plans for a training 
yard. He had broken five bones 
in a “very messy” fall at Mar- 
ket Rasen - his foot was caught 
in the irons and he bumped the 
ground several times beneath 
the horse’s belly before finally 
coming free. Forced to lie fiat 
oz> his back in a plaster cast, he 
could not even write with a faro, 
so he asked for a pencil instead 
and doodled upside-down for 
horns on end- 

The drawings were fbrgoptii 
for the first few months of his 
training career, but when a 
suitable farm became available 
near Cockerham in Lancashire, 
Beny needed tittle invitation to 
raze the wooden buildings be- 
fore bunding his perfect stable, 
almost with his bare hands. 
His first winner from the new 
yard was in a selling hurdle, but 
soon, the ex-jump jockey turned 
his attention to the Flat, and in 
particular, two-year-olds. 

“1 love the babies," he says. 
“They’re as good as you make 
them. They’re raw, innocent and 
nice. You're not a trainer, you’re 
a teacher, and you teach them 
a bit of common sense, you keep 
them warm and look after them 
well, and then they’ll go out of 
their way to pay you back.” 

Paying back is something 
Beny koows a good deal about. 
In 1985, his youngest son, Sam, 



Berry: a rough ride to the top of the training ranks 


was seriously injured and per- 
manently disabled in a fall from 
one of his chasers at Sedgefield, 
but it not only that personal 
tragedy which has turned him 
into the Injured Jockeys’ Fund’s 
most dedicated fund-raiser (only 
a week ago be presented the UF 
with a cheque for £45,000). 

“It's not just me. it's a team 
effort and I take the credit,” he 
says, “but I know that they 
could easily be doing it for me. 
I broke all those bones as a jump 
jockey but I’m stfll compara- 
tively sound, and ft means that 
I can put a littie back.” 


My Melody Parkes, Albert 
The Bear, Fenian ftyre and SeJ- 
hurstpark Flyer, who won the 
Wokingham Handicap at Roy- 
al Ascot, win represent Beny in 
the big race today, and the first- 
named in particular will go to 
post with every chance. Defeat, 
though, will be met philosophi- 
cally. “Lots of painters are nev- 
er famous until they’re in a 
box,” Berry says. “I'm not say- 
ing Tm famous, but I've achieved 
my ambition and anything else 
is a bonus. There's plenty of peo- 
ple in their graves who’d love to 
be around at 60. If you wake up 


Photograph: Robert Hal lam 

every morning and you can get 
dressed, eat, keep warm and 
have shelter over your head, 
you've cracked it, really." 

When Berry wot his first Ayr 
Gold Cup nine years ago, well- 
wishers crammed the winner's 
enclosure to breaking point. 
Should be win again today, 
though, he will not be difficult 
to spot in the maul, having re- 
cently bad his head shaved to 
raise money for Shane Broder- 
ick, the Irish jump jockey paral- 
ysed in a fall earlier this year. 
Simply look for the skinhead 
with the big grin. 


A is for . 


Accumulator: And also for 
avoid. Doubles, trebles and 
the rest were invented in the 
1820s by a Newmarket book- 
maker called Richard Crock- 
ford. Punters thought him 
mad to offer a huge payout 
for a relatively small stake, 
but Crockford was well 
aware that the percentages 
which work in a bookie's 
favour in a single race grow 
ever larger as the number of 
selections is increased since 
a single loser will cancel out 
any number of winners. 
When Crockford had his 
bright idea, he was all but 
penniless. By the time of his 
death, he was one of the rich- 
est men in Newmarket. The 
moral of this story has been 
lost on every generation of 
punters since. 

Ahehnrst, Reg: Epsom- based 
trainer with the happy - or. 
some of his colleagues might 
say, irritating - knack of tak- 
ing apparently exposed hors- 
es and improving them by a 
stone or more. His strike-rate 
in the big handicaps in the 
1990s is such that a £10 lev- 
el stake on every AJtehursi 
runner in a handicap worth 
£20.000 or more would have 
pul you £570 on the right side 
of even. There are doubtless 
those trainers who insist that 
this record is the result of a 
midnight ceremony involving 
weird symbols on the walls 
and a sacrificial goat. The 
more mundane truth, 
though, is that he is simply 
better at it Lhan they are. 

All-weather racing: A slight 
misnomer, since most of 
the elements of a British 
winter have forced its aban- 
donment at one time or an- 
other. but undoubtedly' one 
of the most significant in- 
novations in racing since the 
War. In its early days at 
Lingfield and Southwell, 
particularly over the lethal 
and unlamented plastic 
hurdles, the runners were of 
such desperate quality that 
most were puffed by the 
time they reached the post, 
and those with even the 
merest hint of ability could 
run up hat-trick after hal- 
Irick without ever starting 
at odds against. Now, 
though, the competition for 
places is fierce, and many 
punters have started to re- 
alise that, when compared 
to a maiden hurdle on 
heavy ground at Fakenham. 
a 12-runner handicap on 
Equitrack or Fibresand is a 
far more interesting propo- 
sition. The goiug is fast 
and consistent, and the 
horses now relatively so, 
while tbe fact that there are 
just three tracks, all left- 
handed, cancels out anoth- 
er of British racing's great 
imponderables. 



GREG WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


Ante-post: Belting on a race 
several days, weeks or even 
many months in advance is. 
in general, a very effieienl 
way to back losers, albeit that 
there may be Pyrrhic satis- 
faction to be had in taking 
33-1 about a horse which, 
come the big day. is beaten 
at 5-2. On extremely rare oc- 
casions. an anic-posi gamble 
will succeed, but you cun be 
sure that the principal ben- 
eficiaries will be the owner 
and trainer concerned, who 
arc more than rich enough 
already. Anyone striking a 
bet on the day of a race 
would be extremely foolish 
to ignore factors such as the 
going, draw and current sta- 
ble form, yet that is what 
those who plunge in the 
ante-post market do as a 
matter of course. A cau- 
tionary tale concerns the 
punter who spent the entire 
winter of 1990-91 backing 
Cool Ground for the Gold 
Cup. at all odds from -JIM 
down the 7-1 at which he 
eventually started. He stood 
lo win a fortune, but Cool 
Ground could finish only 
fourth. "Twelve months later. 
Cool Ground won the Gold 
Cup at 25-1. Said punter, 
needless to say. did not have 
a penny on. 

Authorisation: The process 
by which a request to stake 
£200 at 12-1 in an open- 
looking handicap is rapidly 
transformed into an offer of 
"£25 at 12-1 and the rest at 
SP. take it or leave it” It is 
no coincidence that autho- 
risation generally lakes 
place somewhere In the 
head office of a “leisure in- 
dustry” multinational which 
has a stock market capital- 
isation in the billions and a 
chief executive on at least 
£lro (plus bonuses and op- 
tions) per annum. As they 
know only too well, the last 
thing their shareholders are 
interested in is laying a fair 
bet at a fair price. Giving 
their shrewder punters the 
“knock-back" is also an ex- 
cellent way for bookies to 
collect information on which 
horses are fancied for a par- 
ticular race, and as such, 
considerably cheaper and 
more reliable lhan bribing a 
stablc-lad. 


mi. M it tovs tne won. w """a. 
caSoCSF: £051 TWcast SZXL37. IHo. 

E7 2Sifc i. SOIO GENT (Mr EJ*rm) *1; 
2. Ulster »*» «-i; 1 S 5? ,B S«5uMTn 
B ran. z*fc a (A-52?* n7Q 

AM). Dfc E2B0Q C SF: E4Qfl& _ 

1-CATW MW1TOM 

p.^www pgmORCTtflttCSRBBSaPte. 


CARLISLE 


3.15 


‘RED RUM’ HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 


HYPERION 

1 .45 Wayuphfll 2.15 Furiotto 2.45 Leap In The 
Dark 3.15 Cumberland Blues 3.45 Pentiand 
Squire 4 JO Master Kft 4.50 CMon Tiger 


E) £5,000 added 3m 
3CWM MW.VUarnONaBt^nGUUaaaaeOjaSKton 
1P2UI HflBERLAND BUJKJ flfl) p)4 J UX*»0Qd 8 CE— 

UbbADoM 

18463- GARBO'S BOY (205) J&mer?Bl JtSun* 


OQMQ: Hudto coum - Good to Firm (Good bi pfecss): Cl» 
88 couns» - Good to HfTO [Hnn r ptaceaj, 

• rarftf-hand. inAMkig couraa 

# Coot » 4 m W Junctton 42 ot MS Bus S8n*» tarn Cflrtsle 
station 2m ADMSStON: CU> £E (QAPs 4 undaf-Zla E9k Tbs- 
tamafe £6 (DAPs & undw-218 £» CAfl PARK: On rate £3; tSon 
Sato & bank hob (Inducing ocajMrta); ramaMer tree 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mra U Rsvafay 30-03 1323%). G 

Rfdnrda 29-TS C Paikar tz-bs (13%L J M Jailaraon 

11-43 (253%. ■ _ 

# LEADING JOCKEYS: P Ntwn 274)6 {28.1%). A Dobbfai 22-ttl 
P9L8%). B stony IB-147 (02%). A Uaguk* &Z7 (290%). 
FAVOURITES: SO wins in -01 races (458%). 

BLJMCBSt HRSTTME: RnaMlw'afart ft«l S)«aiart House 
(Wscredpz* 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYB: Nona. 


1 V cl ULLSWATER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
» i E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


00-00 BERHBtA (B3) J Madia 5 e D- 


-RSUppie 


2 000*4 CHE OF KHQR4S3AN p3) S KaUwfll S D D J< Jdnm 

3 04553- DOWT FORGET CUniB (06) its K Lamb 5 t)C 

lilfsSUnbp) 

4 OPP- HAWK i*i.Bnr (2*9 FIAitatfi SBC A Dobbin 

6 ODOOO- PBtSUASWETALSfftBtyDUfflb&tlf) — JBmkaS 

8 0 HAW120NPIWCBS(l)KHDggSflS Hlntar 

7 3HS3- WUPHEi-paRW CTCI^ttrtl*5-DPiraarCT 

BETTING: 4-B WofURtfl, M Doit Form Curtto, Wl Parawalw 1W- 
«a. 12-1 CM Of Khomsao, 14-1 Borara, 10-1 othwa 

SOUR NOOK ROYAL OAK HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £4,100 added 2m 


4 P56-23 GREENFINCH (CAN) (15) (BF) F kkila^i B 10 0 A Dobbin 

s urea jaunty GKjfisj (coj jarfettfltjo loh**b 

—5 r1nr*>r ri- 

Unfcu» m#h I0H Tub henScep GWenS** 8st lift Jaunt/ 

agmtiob. 

BETTING: 11-10 Ropl Vboflon, 1 M Gumtwtanel Bum, 92 GMnBndt, 
8-1 Qattfa Bojn 12-1 JacBir fflg 

rer yi c l GOLDEN PHEASANT CUBURN FT CAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) OflOO added 2m If 

1 40214- WHlAW»OH)(R3<)(CD)BUaCXSffiBn8-n BGLMfS) 

2 32353- PB(TUNDSCajmE(1^)JMMeraon6il5JtKSn«ip) 

3 53323 (F5)(CO) NBfOtftBtJTI — — R&wh 

4 WH SttBtT GUST pF) M Hwinond 4 O 8 — RGaaRy 

5 00032 H06BS CHOKE p9) G M Itow 4 SB — JCNNgbanV 

8 60*4-3 NY MBSILE (19) R Coctdxm 7 D 0 LOHw 

7 U03DD STOSS DGJGHT 09) T CutCert B DO KJolmaan 

-Tdactarad- 

MWmurir JOsL tna astfas: My Iftsfe flst flfc; Spidare O N jghf fltf lift. 
BET!1NG:n-4 Start QuraVIOIMD OB WlnV 4-1 Hobbs anka. 5-1 Fen- 
bnl Scprfra. 11-2 Wrt Appohmd,7-1 My Hhste, 35-1 Spidon EMgtt 

CUMBRIA LEISURE AVENUE INN 
NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,100 3m 


4.20 


2.15 


P35I1 TWO FOR ONE (21) P) |B * SB t ftOBBl 6 11 E.jnhomtBn 

SFF4 T1CaeieBSI(18)DLan*'n'n5 JBoita 

RBM klAS)StKIT(22)(D) JBta<geB112 JlrMSadamP) 
3POPP GOODtSMENSmTONT (1S)(D) AJlDdnoodtltllS 

_A Dobbin 

254/2- H0GMHK(228) AVMansBIQI? JCJobnaco 


PMM MR RSHEH"(15) J VfedeO t) B_ 


.RJohnaen 


] PM-43 SPEAXBVS HOUSE {IQ (D) Mtas LftmABU ' ... 

AThomtwV 

2 3202 RjnETTO(28)MHsmmonl711l RGmftty 

3 4B041 JWEDEVN0Ef1SMD)RJohnm'*eU— * W*** 

4 -20335 BITOFAOREAM(7)MEBSSn«i7e9 GFRpnft 

5 P60G4 AHOn»IH)(ia)(D)WRBl«e*B JtlfcOWia 

6 3P01P- GONE ASHORE (134) (D)M Bama»6 C4 ADotUn 

T 2PffP THEYWB.p)BfiBJdi1l*4 RJctawo 

B 30303 CA«BIDEHp)(D)J£Wara®3~CMeC0m**m 

B 0P232- ALL CLEAR fl IB) (0) JHJnfnarBt) D-^.0 Piriatrffl 

t) «D44 EAflLgW(1B) AJ Lcd^o cxID'PO— NbaADsnMB 

*ft*^iw^i0sl7h«w^Aiasraaim^£^9a«: 

HErmaMftB«io,»-iita»OBHitiAMaior4r^t3i2iM*. 

HOOM, M AB aw, 1M CndMidlii, Got" Man , W ottan 

BROTHERSWATCR H’CAP hurdle 

(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

10*4 cONmARRE (T) (C) tta A Sartert S g 0-^ ^PPte 
«SM> MtLSIHJ(FM(C) (HTCuWWton (T-CaotOiUjtiBrt 
«J1E iftf HTWDAIKpS)(D)(BR«taiLS<tt<8jDlO^ 
... A Tomes 


32F20- POSLE BEACH (149) QMUixn7ttO — Jdtaghn 

S 43304. THUMP (F5) (CD) CPBHW8BB DPatar(3) 

9 5<M44 WtTEDUMOM){ljt(CO)MEBi.Rfi9N90eJ3RaU(7}ir 

-Btaetarad- 

^TTWCi: 55 Dump, M Mr HMnaf, 5-1 Pebtta Bench. H Hratsr Kft. 
7-1 Hobldrk. 9-1 Dn Fof Ons; 10-1 TTieBiaitfw 2M WhtaDbramd. 
23-1 GoadhKwani Mrtooy 


INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 

(CLASS H) ei^oo added 2m If 


4.50 


\2M 


M3H/ 10IORABLE (F5} (P) KFfoggffW NR*ttr 

5K STWIW0REU3DGE(1^Ltofle(LJ|^ 
pjm cMRKFOUN'DUNfm) JCtoiotto LWm 


MhfeusrrtW 
BEnwOtWCortra 
14 IB-1 1 


5 AHDEHT SCOUT (19) U» S Em/#i S 11 4 R Quart 

» BEHD0WA{ia5UsURB^By5ll4 PNhm 

SUCKS GAIA D Lane 5 n 4 J Butko 

CMCWTKSBtDBmoSsftf 5H4 A Dobbin 

CAUfOUfiSEASOHSABafcyan* SWyma 

0- BEACH 053) M Samoa 5 114 SWy1or« 


rfm-<toxhnmtrrjne9tt?b.DKkFounam9& 
L 3-t Laep bU»Dort,T-£ ltanorabla,UM W* 
l&I SOattnm Lodge 


MQDISONA ROLLMBHGrtane * 4 JlrM BndbunM (?) 

4 HUBON PRINCE (19) N Maser S 11 4 RJobrni 

WPP- SX7iUMBl(12B)MM*sau)t6il4 AThontan 

BROffQRD HOUSE GU Moon 4 112 JCAgtai 

2 ESTATE AGEMT (16) (BF) C Thorton 4 T1 2N Homxi* (7) 

IB IMMHVICmffpS) JHir*f4l12 -RSuppia 

W«TDNKM0HrJ»ljBfl«wi41i 2~ECafc0lBn(3) 

D SAUSHAM (7) KhtogglU 2 MFoNr 

SU)W»S«lEKHjggB03- _KJotown 

• SPECTRA D Nobn 5 V 1! -^..0lfcOoU|ld 

BUSWOLLS FlbiQ^iADTI C UcConmck (7) 

BETTING: 7-4 EMA AgtHt, 5-1 tbbon Pitnca. H Bm DouM. fr-1 Ar- 
dOM Scot*, Knqtaa HaigM, 10-1 Brantkird Houh, 12-1 CaBomm- 
•0B0, 144 toflan Ulonv, IB-1 BwfimB*. 20-1 olbtra 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 Gift Of Gold 7.30 Drift 8.00 Bar- 
rack Yard 8.30 Salsee Lad 9.00 Wild- 
gat 9.30 W entrldge Lad 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Instate. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: rtQh (mm 61 to tn 4i 

• Ffcresand. left-tiand. oval couaa. 

• Course k N ot town on A44& WolvertiaiTfiton siaoon vn AD- 
MISSION: Club £15: Tattorsnls £6 (OAP members of Diamond 
Club E4): Viewing Heetaurait £2590 nckxSng erurance and meat 
CAR PARK: free. 

0 LEADING TRAINERS: R HoBlnahaad 60-557 pQSM. M Jotm- 
tfon91-Zfl (234%), J Barry 42-284 p4fi%v A Batay 34-2B2 fCi's.i 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 53-278 (209%). S Sander* 
38-317 (12%t L Dattori 32-157 (204%). G Carter 31 -221 (WM. 
FAVOURITES: 33B wins n 1093 races (307%). 

BUMtEFS) HRSTTVE: Royal Shock (risomO (BDG S^Mreharmar 
(wsored) pan &toUa 'touch (racial) &3QI Rack From hid Sun (900) 
WMEHS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nora. 


7 OTtxa WATCH THE RRE (5) (D) J Barts 4 9 B AHackay5 

8 505000 SHADOW JURY (8) (O (D) DCJaprnm 795 J Fortune 1 B 

9 552680 ERUPT pO) (D) G Baking 494 SDnrani7 

V 000030 HAMtUrSlEH3tp}(CO)Clin*’594 

n 004000 NOl CANARD (23) (CO) B Paaree 4 94 KFofcmS 

12 Q330CC UTTLE BNR (14?) (CO) P CuntW 6 9 3 NDajr4 

13 200000 lBGHCBOFTS)(134)(C)(D)PQfxMB33 JUWamia 

-Odedarad- 

aETTlNGc 7-2 UMH 5-1 Lflte torn, 6-1 Deeart fmart&r, 7-1 B^ondCaL 
oriaUon, 8-1 WMch Tha Rra. 10-1 Shadow Jury: 12-1 ErupL Kannohl 
Usher, 14-1 others 


8.30 


7.00 


EBF MALI MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4,900 added 2YO im 100yds 

1 5 COPBtMCUS pi) P Cde 3 0 .TCWmfl 

2 2 Fume BOLD (121 WMur BO llerfin Dwyer 6 

3 DOC OFT OF GOLD (IS) I Cancel 90 Attacfcay2 

4 0 PEDRO fniSTMftwcoa 90 SS*ndn4 

5 G nOYALSHDOtfll) DLadsr90 KFrt»7V 

6 398 WUaVBmJK(11]SWbQdsgD NDay5 

7 2 CASWOACEri5)(BF}PCtBppieHjfama9J) Hartnf^S 

8 LASC9<SA[USA) PKelmayB9 Q BatM 1 

-Bdadvwd- 

BETTMG: 54 Carina Acs, 5-1 Msd VMhm, B-1 GK of Gold. 7-1 Pe- 
dro, 0-1 Fifing Bold, Royal Shock, 14-1 Copandcnc, 1$-1 Laaeensa 


MOZAMBIQUE LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 6f 166yds 

1 D&m RWAD6ENAVY (17)(D) CEgBkri890 RRnndi (3)11 B 

2 054n0 LAKE tX3*«N)ON (5) (C) K CaTwfcrd B 9 6 -W J (JCormor 4 

3 51U400 FRESH FRUIT DAB7 (41) fQ P&4ewy595-CLDMtwpi)8 

4 Z-fiTC BROUGHTONS FORMULA pDS) (Ctfl WUu$son794 . 

DR McCabe 8 

5 100GS0 SUBTLE TOUCH (22) PGigan684 _..JSuek3V 

6 22500 SROROIONG (57) (CD) J L Hara 8 9 4 . ACuBonaSB 

7 S3ZC UNEN0R0UMAft9(C}DMarto793 JFtxnmel 

8 235V6 R08B0(12) C TTmecn 3 B 9 . „ Dean MeXaow 12 B 

9 -40450 SALSEE LAD (18) J Fanstow 3 8 7 SSendae2 

V 0004 SKSNED AWJ SEALED (12) C Cyaer 3 8 7 A Wtotan (3) 10 

11 S&S# CEANOThttJS (12) (BF) W rtagsps 304 S Drown: 7 

•a 3CBB3 P0WEFWE(FH)pS)JHfc3S4 X feint} 5 

-12dedmd- 

BErnNG: 3-1 LaMatioiqul nn .0.1 BraugMenaForamta. Pntate Fine. 7-J 
Ceanethua. 8-1 Fitatfee Navy, Rabbo, 12-1 lake DomMoo, Sworddng. 
Slgnad And SeaM, 14-1 now 


9.00 


7.30 


L A METALS ANNIVERSARY MAIDEN 
H’CAP (CLASS E) £3,800 1m 100yds 

052000 JQLCT JACKSON (39) RAkeluS 3 *0. .TQuhnii 

040450 5UFEDCHARM5! (21!) R 2 V D .5opMe IXtcheO 4 V 

00080 DRffT (12) (BF) Sr W ProSCOQ 3 9 4 S Sanders a 

5050 CMU B0UCHIEH 0JSA) (30) □ Itarfes 3 ? 2 it HaitQ (3) 1 

0-3540 TARAGONA (25) R htolralWQd 4 90 XFaflOti7 

OM THATCHAMlSLAIfl3(11)OWa*m4BC .P Cleary (7] 9 

005000 GABLeSEAp7)B0BLtfi307__ RPertanio 

000- PRMCEJOflDAN(322JlC»TO9l38fi. JIMactiy 12 
000000 COLDHa.'SPtoD£pB)HM«3«53B5 DR McCabe 3 

500 KOSSTO (78) U Ueogher 3 fl 3 AWwGn(3)5 

00004 D J CAT (12) W Muk 4 83 — Jtetn Dwyor2 


DUNSTALL PARK SELUNG STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2,500 added 2YO 7f 

1 421445 CAPTAJH BUSS (T7) (D) N rr*Jer93 .._Kkn UnMerB B 

2 400 WILDCAT H 1) W Ory 0 Z JCFaflontO 

3 0305 EMPBKXTS GOLD (5) 1 Ganpbd B 11 ANMar 4 

4 30406 ROCK FROM 1>C SUN (40) (CD) WGM Turner Bn . .. 

D 5 ee o n o y(3)6B 

5 SHARP MOMtEV Ms N Lbcaley 8 II WJOTtotnor7 

6 0 OTHER PENDHAGOH (31) j Bwnai B n — G BadMel 11 

7 IVORY ORL K WrgrovO B 6 NDoyS 

8 0 LADY EIL (38) B Smen B 6 JSUdll 

9 00 UNQA(l2)NCafa9hanS6 — S Drams 2 

e 0 liTTLE CRACKER (36) ANew&rtoe86 F Norton 5 

n 315334 PINK RCXET (17) P Eaara B 8 JFEfl»13 

12 00 R0MANHCSB3Er(BgnjuchK86 - - VSMerya 

» 12 doctored*' 

BETTING: 0-4 WMeBLKEnpMc't Gold, 0-1 Captain GEie. 7-1 Rock 

Fran tec Sun UM Flnfr Tidwt, 14-1 Sharp Monkey Jrary GH, lady 
B, 20-1 others 


0(3330 ARRASAS LADY (48) J Ftadtri 7 fl £ JFo**l(7]« 

00600 RTrHTHETEMtO(137)0 _ JScargi452_ GBanfrre48 
-tSdedarad- 

BETJlteM Qtti 5-1 Jaavtadson, IM D J CM.S- 1 Ttogooe, CoknA 
Pride, 10-1 BupaRhamar, CHH BoucWar, 14-1 oews 


9.30 


8.00 


KENYA HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 6f 


1 001038 DEHff INVADER (3Q (CD) (BF)D Chapmen St) 0 

D Sawney p) 2 

2 1-500 BARRACK YARD (le^pq A Sawn 4 012 _SW1*erfrt2 

3 (26000 NAPQRSXARp0(O(D)MsNMa£3uley4 9 — 

— WjOrCOBBOrll V 

4 5G000G TAIO0JD (9G (CO) D Crejmen 8 B 2 — -ACdhmiO 

5 44035 BBfOND CALCULATION (27) Pttms 39li CLneBiar (5) 8 

6 080500 H0H RETtPN5 pB) (D) B FtHce 4 9 8 SSandM6 


ZAMBIA HANDICAP (CLASS F) £2,800 
added 1m 41 

1 660S5 FATHER DAN (11) (D) pF) Gay Keteway a 9 OJ( FaBan 12 

2 50 Ofr YOUNG BUTT (463) (C) B ftara 4 0 C- __ CLowtfaef 0 

3 frOVS OURMAINMAN (47) (D) RWifaker 792 ... OPBoaJ 

4 3.W-4 BRECON [IQ WMur 4 PH ManktDvycrl 

5 4650X1 ENGLISH INVADER (11) (CD) CO»y9 69 X) J Fortune 5 

0 41X26 WEWTBfBDGELAD pi) (C) Abatoy 798-R Rrandl (3)4 V 

7 3X200 Mfl SPECULATOR (21) (CO) Jftr*s497G Oa da o » 11 V 

0 XJ2203 tWDFWEfSWI) (351(D) Rtaeru9696. .5SnMra3 

9 OM «MN«SePBWCE{TZtVa)fln04a5.. - .C Ruder 9 

X) MOD »PHANTOM(U)(q(D)SUekr595JHWIghn10V 

n 2DT33 ROYALROUL£TO(94)SW»dB394. NDaySV 

e -59E01 GOOD D«Y (122) CThoiBOn392 . . Dsan McKaoen 7 B 

-Wdeetared- 

BErtWG: 11-4 WMflre, M Royal Roulette, m FABier (Jon. »i Good 
Day, io-i UtanttufcjQe Lad, Rad Pbantnn, 12-1 Vamg Bun, 14-1 octets 
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One devastating delivery and all hope of mastering the art of cricket drained away. 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON PROBLEMS 
CAUSED BY A 
WORD OUT 
OF PLACE 


Our foul pipe glistened in the un- 
familiar surc Frai3iin^ But the 
news was not all bad. 

“You can save the guDy if you 
want," said our plumber, lean- 
ing well down into the watery 
trench to display the tradition- 
al badge of his trade. 

"Oh good," I replied. “That’s 
one good thing." 

The gully. 1 had no idea 
what It was, but if it could be 
saved, then, surely, so much the 
better. 

It would have been all right 
to have left it there. No one 
would have complained. But the 
word tugged at me. 

Some yearn earlier, taking 
part in a cricket match, I had 
been despatched to the guQy by 
my captain. 

For whatever reason, I have 
always found cricket a difficult 
sport to get to grips with. Despite 


study - Sir Leonard Hutton's 
1961 publication, aptly entitled 
Cricket, has been my guide in 
these matters- important crick- 
eting facts, such as the correct 
grip for the leg cutter or, for in- 
stance, where to stand when sent 
to the gully, have always eluded 
me. 

I have wondered at times 
whether this might be psycho- 
logical. relating perhaps to a 
traumatic experience in my 
schod fourth year, when, for rea- 
sons which have always escaped 
me, I was selected to open the 
batting in an inter-form match 
against my mate Jumbo. 

He landed himself as a fast 
bowler, and given his natural at- 
tributes- 6ft 4in, school 400 me- 
tres champion, arms down to his 
knees - the dreams were not 
without substance. 

As my friend pawed the 


ground in the middle Hfeianrt^ 
the entire fourth form of girls ar- 
rived at the boundary, dressed 
for a cross country race. 

I did what I knew I had to in 
the circumstances. I asked for 
mkMe and leg. As my batting 
partner gravely considered the 
position of my grounded blade 
- “Left a bit... right a bit... 
middle'’ - the words deckchairs 

and Titanic came into my mind. 

Jumbo took a long rime ar- 
riving, growing bigger and big- 
ger, his long, hippy hair flying up 
uniter his school tie bandanna. 
But it took a very short time for 
the ball to scatter my wicket af- 
ter it had left his hand. 

Where do you go from 
there? Well, back to the pavil- 
ion, of course. But beyond that, 
such an event naturally causes 
one to consider one’s future vis- 
t-vts the sport involved. Plus 


there was the fact that I had no 
talent. 

Why, gjven that sad history. 
I bad ever agreed to turn out 
again in cricket whites isaques- 
lion I can't answer. A favour for 
a friend. I think it was. 

Given my orders, I began a 
slow, ambiguous walk towards 
the wicket In my mind’s eye, I 
saw the star-bursts of field plac- 
ing diagrams, with Lines leading 
out from the wicket to marked 
positions. 

Short third man. Deep 
square kg. S% mid-off. And the 
prefacing rebuke of my guide 
book coming back to me: “In my 
opinion, there is no excuse for 
bad fielding." 

T kept walking after I passed 
the wicket, healing, as I thought, 
for somewhere quite far behind 
it Or was that third man? 

When I was brusquely sum- 


moned by team-mates to join 
them near the stumps — mental 
note; gaily stands with the slip 
fiekferc- 1 canned on a little far- 
ther as if checking an irregularity 
in the pitch which had been 
bothering me. But in my heart 
I knew I was safe. 

It has come up a gain, that 
word. 

If it is the mark of a truly 
good footballer that they always 
seem to have rime, I fall into the 
Other calegoiy. When the ball ar- 
rives at my feet, I am playing pass 
the parcel with something that 
ticks. 

The ticking becomes louder 
with fatigue- At that stage of the 
game when you feel tiredness in 
your legs -in my case, about 20 
minutes after kick-off - the 
need not to fail, rather than to 
succeed, becomes paramount. 

After sending the ball on a 


feeble arc towards some jostled 
team-mate, you feel a shameful 
sense of refiet “You deal with 
it Tm knackered." 

Then the ball comes back to 

you. 

At such moments, players 
Eke Danny O’Shea have been in- 
valuable. Bow-legged, ap- 
proaching 50, this grizzled 
veteran of semi-professional 
football still regarded attempts 
to dispossess him as a personal 
affront. 

He had the power to de- 
moralise from long distance. As 
some powerfully built athlete 
bore down upon you with a 
weaving run, Danny would 
shout out “He’s going 
nowhere” with such deep con- 
tempt that the incoming forward 
would visibly shrink and check, 
doubts about his real worth al- 
ready beginning to assail him. 


But rwt all of Danny’s hooxse 
injunctions woe as effective. 
Legs buckling with fatigue to- 
wards the end of one grudge 
matdi, I found tnyself in anxious 
charge of thft ball with oppo- 
nents moving in. from all sides. 
What to do? Where #... - 

A familiar voice^.trfckcd. 
“Mick! In the guIljrJ fa the 
gully!” The gully. Yes. Thegul- 
fy. Where was the gully exactly? 
Sort of, inside-left position, 
or...? I gave-the baH back, to 
Danny. . 

As I stood surveying the un- 
earthed contents of my driveway, 
1 considered how ignorance, or 
reluctance to disclose a lack of 
knowledge, had hindered me 
over the years, and how it 
needn’t have been that way. 

So I asked the plumber 
. about the gully. It . was the big 
concrete thing. 


Seve relishes history 
and a homecoming 



Seve Ballesteros: The Ryder Cup in Spain Is a golden moment for the Spaniard but controversy has not been far away Photograph: Allsport 


The staging of the Ryder 
Cup in Spain for the first 
time next week will give 
the competition a special 
flavour - especially for a 
European team led by 
one of the modern 
game’s most 
inspirational figures, 
Severiano Ballesteros. 

Severiano Ballesteros’ career 
has been one of cause and ef- 
fect. Give him a cause be be- 
lieves in passionately and the 
effect can be devastating. TWo 
of the most powerful influences 
in his golfing life have been his 
passion for bearing Americans 
and his desire to raise the pro- 
file of the game in his home 
country. In next weekend's Ry- 
dcr Cup, the two collide. As cap- 
tain of the European team, 
Ballesteros will put the drama 
into Ydderrama. 

That the Ryder Cup, the gift 
to international competition of 
seed merchant Samuel Ryder in 
1927. wQI be played in Spain for 
the first lime is deserved recog- 
nition for a quite exceptional 
Spaniard. 

The event has only been 
played outside England or 
America once, at Muirfield in 
Scotland, and in recent times has 
appeared the private property of 
The Be I fry. The one-time pota- 
to field in the west Midlands has 
staged the last three matches in 
Europe, and will do so again in 
2001. the centenary year of the 
Professional Golfers’ Assocation 
which is based there. 

So this is Ballesteros’ gold- 
en moment, though, like most 
things in his career, controver- 
sy has not been far away. Rows 
about who should be on the 
team merely followed squabbles 
about where the match should 
have been played. Anything 
could happen this week, and 
probably will. 


Yet Ballesteros' flair for the 
unpredictable and the brilliant 
would have been lost to the 
competition which best suits his 
genius but for Jack Nickiaus. It 
took no lesser a person than 
Nickiaus to persuade the British 
PGA to open its doors to the 
continental Europeans to even 
up what had become a bienni- 
al non-contest. 

At the rime, Ballesteros had 
already announced himself as a 
19-year-old by finishing as run- 
ner-up in the 1976 Open 
Championship. By the time he 
and Antonio Garrido teed up in 
the 1979 Ryder Cup, Ballesteros 
had become the Open champ- 
ion at Lytbam. % 1983, when 
the Americans won by only a 
point, Seve had fallen under the 
spell of the Ryder Cup. 


BY ANDY 
FARRELL 


“That was when I realised 
that the Ryder Cup meant a lot 
to everyone," he said. It was 
here that he played what he 
would later describe as "one of 
the shots of ray life". At one 
point three-up on Fuzzy 
Zoeller, the Spaniard saw his 
lead disappear and was in trou- 
ble at the last when he hit a 
three-wood from a fairway 
bunker over the green which en- 
abled him to halve his match. 

Seve’s spirit and enthusiasm 
drove Europe on to the historic 
victories at The Belfry in 1985, 
the first win in 28 years, and at 
Muirfield Village 1987, for the 
first time on American soiL 

But there have also been 
tears. Bernhard Longer, after 
missing that putt on the final 
green at Kinwnh Island in *91, 
did not break down until em- 
braced ly Ballesteros. Two yeare 


later, sent to console Costanti- 
noRocca, who lost a vital matdi, 
Seve ended up being cheered by 
the Italian. 

“I think that Seve Ballesteros 
is the most incredible being I 
have ever met," Tony Jacklin, 
Europe's captain in from 1983 
to 1989, said at Muirfield Vil- 
lage. “In situations like this he 
is almost superhuman.” 

David Fbherty, who played 
in the ’91 match, explained it 
this way: “It’s almost like there's 
a force field around him, " he 
said. “He gets this aura of in- 
vincibility.” 

Even playing the worst golf 
of his life two years ago at Oak 
FEU, Ballesteros, without hitting 
a fairway on the front nine, 
managed to be only one down 
to Tom Lehman in the top sin- 
gles. The point was eventually 
lost, but the not on his team- 
mates, who fed on his will- 
power to overturn a two-point 
deficit and regain the Cup. 

“He doesn’t leave anything 
for granted," said Jose Maria 
Olazabal, who partnered Balles- 
teros to H wins in 15 matches 
together. “He tries the best 
and gets the best out of the rest 
of the players. Thar's why he has 
been so inspirational." 

Whether Ballesteros, unlike 
Lee Trevino or Brian Huggett 
in the past, can turn that inspi- 
ration as a player into skilled 
leadership as captain is his next 
challenge. “I believe so," said 
ObzabaL “I think be will some- 
how make the team into a 
strong team and a very close 
team. I believe he will get the 
best out of us.” 

But along the way have been 
the controversies, too. He was 
left out of Lhc 1981 match due 
to a dispute about appearance 
money on the European tour, 
while American players are 
convinced it is no coincidence 
Ballesteros arrives on the first 
tee with a little cough. After 
their clashes in the 1989 and 


1991 matches, Paul Azinger 
described him as "the king of 
gamesmanship", a statement 
he later retracted. - 

Off the course, it has been no 
different. While Vblderrama, 
the exclusive course owned by 
the Bolivian Jaime Orriz-Barino, 
was always the front-runner to 
stage the match, Ballesteros 
campaigned for the Ryder Cup 
to go to his own course. Novo 
Sancti Petri, near Cadiz. He now 
regrets getting involved. On 


two occasions he called the 
Spanish Goff federation a "can- 
cer on the game" and accused 
Patino of trying to bribe him. 

How much notice Spain is 
taking of the Ryder Cup, 
though, is another of Balles- 
teros’ concerns. “People will be 
interested for the week of the 
Ryder Cup, but not the week be- 
fore or the week after,” said a 
leading Spanish golf journalist. 

When tickets went on sale to 
golf dubs in 1994, there was vir- 


tually no immediate response 
and the federation had to re- 
serve 5,000 tickets. Of the 
25,000 gallery, 18,000 are ex- 
pected to come from Britain, 
northern Europe and America. 

While Andaluda has taken 
the opportunity to market itself 
as a worldwide destination, at- 
tracting new golf course build- 
ing and large hotel groups like 
Marriott, the growth of golf in 
the country as a whole has been 
restricted to the emergence of 


golf societies and local villages 
dealing scrubland to lay oat 
three or four rough holes. 

“That would never have 
happened 10 years ago, but 
there are only 100,000 golfers 


complaints has been that there 
were no Spanish in Munich or 
Crans for the team announce- 
ments- or non-announcements. 
They preferred to stay at home 
where the controversially ex- 


registered with the Spanish 
Federation. Golf is still a very 
elitist sport in Spain,” the jour- 
nalist added. 

Hardly a line recorded Balles- 
teros’ first US Masters victory in 
1980, which is something he has 
not forgotten. One of his recent 


eluded Miguel Angel Martin 
was venting fas spleen. 

“It is very sad that it took 
Martin for the Spanish papers 
to write about the Ryder Dip," 
said Ballesteros. At least there 
will be plenty to write about over 
the. next week. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


Today 

Football 

30 unless sated 

Kyn- toot&oB bamr Pope 27 

GW VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dow v KH- 

dwi rtn awr . Fomboreuoh « HoBtax; GeWnhead 

y WnfcHy MoCnarford v Souinpai. Ki*artrg v 


ICtS LEAGUE Premier DbUsK _ 

* tageflitm & Redbridge- BbhofA . . 

WMIOfi ft Horsham. Brarnkw v ^Mtary, Car- 
sJoAoi V tonjtorwn. Enfield v Sutton IM: 
Grararand & NonhAeot * Oxford Cay; Kmw* 
faouflhjr CNuham: Heytaridge v WaSnfl; 
HEtM v Baranom Wood; Piafloet v tteixton: S 

AbnvOMdiHMKFMDMil 0 KAUns> 

aon fawn « Hampun. Akfemnoi v Croydon. 

O W ta msMO v HomftinJ. OKrfaay 


Tbntattgei 

AFC. Worn 


BOrt AFC; 

mouth v VMtney, YSte v Erith A 
WMSTOMLEAD KBIT LEAGUE: Cray v FSbtb- 

tpUK CrocMflWB » Hythfl, State Green v 

SSwm; WHe*M» v CorMNan; 

IcvEhc 




FttwnnvTIiWggiWth; Ssutw Afl 

vFofcwtono; Thamearoead v Camarovy 
UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY ueAGUEPlrat Dt- 
vWoroArundrivftodftEastXMm'foMivHQr- 
rtnmYUCA. 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUHTES LEAGUE 



^-^SMHassus 

WWwortwv Hofeaadv 
SCHEWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier DMeioii : 

0 E’Sffv 2 - 0 *’ 


nn» m h a itia n . 

bto* » Thame: Whytetaafe v Uxbridge: 

mdnglm v MOkaay-.VtorMn v Grata. S«c- 
md DMalon; Barton v Whantna; Bedford v 

Bonsnad, Canny Utana v Chadors Sc PMr. 

Eghem v Banm; Horatam v ToodnaS 

v OVUM, Vtflndaor A Ban v Bracknft WUc 

am v LatoMwt ThM DMaiat feetoy v Hartiw. 

Camtatfervl Epsom A Ewal: CSaptan « Krige- 
tajry; OcsUng u Fad Urn. Ftackwel HMh v 
UW9. Hwnel Hempstead v Hartford; 

Homchrreh <r Croydon AHeac Wrn « Gortrtffr 

on Caan&Wmv South*; Wrg* & ftieh- 
ley v East Thorroc*. 

UMBOH O LEAGUE Premier DMsfan: «- 
crtnyonSartey rGUrtir AKreron v BanSw 
8*9* v “T 1 BWi Spinw 
Bo*tenUwvMertie;Errieyg Ian- 
'S* GaMboreup v Arenetam; Rad3fto B a- 
nigh v Bstao Aucfctartt Aram v HM. 

f.JxsiytTioar v Cnatey. » RMfley Sit 

(Hvfctom Ashen UW v WWUoy Be 
WUi M nBmn: CangMon « Ffeaon: C 

Stodanuga. FMfcy Cattt « Bun. Gran 

v Bradtoni Pa* hm, ItaOock « WNBk 

NMhmMl y Harrogate "tonx Truttoid y Ensi- 

■nod tawt Wtuon AJHcn v Uncoh UnJ; Work- 

sen y Great Harwood 

DR MAmENS LEASE PraratoDhUn: A*. 

tarnvrtraann. Mmmr Brarmpon: b*» 

v Hssnra; Cnwtey v Tamwonh. Doretsrta » 

Bum: GbuceOB 1 » & Lemma; Qmley vftr. 

ear Grom: Kfa gd .lyrn v i M MO wan town; 

tMr.*bre«rvCni«ridgBCByH5aMiOI. 
«Won: Cortjy * SoBUt Granhani v Bataarel: 
HncMoy lltd v Bncttoy. Moor Green « F'agn 
Rangers. Rang Ctab Warrick v Bethwth; 
taW y BMart, RMrftti * smmhm; SBrftanl 

« Ewatam. Sutton CoUIWdv V3 Anbf. WU- 

bech vlmdon Sa u flram OMsfarc SScfaclr y 

BaUtoy, Oramearv Newport uw. Ftraham 

v Ckwedorr. Rbq w Darttorn. H*am v Oidar- 


v Bristol Menar ftnc BeCfcW » Tlwrtai. 

NOOTHBW COUNTiee EAST LEAGUE Pr*. 

nrtwDMrioK AnfflhorpeWWbrtJtf QSSOBAL 

Btan: Denetry t AnvM; ftefctn v Hatfield Uwn. 

Hucknel ¥ Hfetttif. LheraedgevCurzonAalian: 

North Ferrby * Brtgg; CNsatt Tram v 

GbnhMhton, PonWraa» Esdwhi. &*y v 
ShetMdjThacidey v Adwrig 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE FkriDi- 

«Wom Atherton OaCsnes wHasinoctan; BNdi. 

pod ftwers v Gbssop; ChadtMrton v VWBtlngton: 

Oaraen * Atherton LR Kktaaun v NdUwUt 

Makte Road y CUmtok Pnactf v Newcastle 

tami Ranmoom v St Helens fesandato v 

. UwxhaA GM * Hotar OM Boyt 

i praflmhuiy raentfs flaWon Town 
_ w. Beam « OdktK Bonds v Gsr- 

; CaHMfem GOrteb v Sriksd; OisaGe v 

OUhan Ibwn, Dafm W v Stefcnmdafe Leefc 

C8O0 « Fonrtjy fx Rxmbr). IMdewUi v 
Squires Qm Nelson v Woodey Sports. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAOU6 Total YNfWbJT 
Aeroshutturee y Thatehem; Baanwnouih FCv 

Asthy: Bodgantuct v WNkhutch: Cowes 

Sports v Wknbeme. East Cram Vice * 
Ctrt*fchiifs?»; BssfflSgh » BAT Sports; Ga 

« Andover. Portsmouth RN w lynfigm I 

Sports v Bemenon HbbSi 
JEWSON EASTBM LEAGUE Premier DM- 

■Ion: DesvBuiy Tbwi. FMortam v AdsiDiMK 

Gorteatoo v By. Hanrieh A Psriresui v Hem 

N c iimMii w tvSujMyWmoerai s. BBhamvHal- 

staad: BtowmertM * Lowesttt suduv ibwn 

* Grant 'rtsmtutth; Ttotree * Warbovs Vtocxl- 
Mdge w VMtorr, WiodNRi * Ctataen. 
nnBUlHK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 

Borwol v KrigS Nonon; Bksewtcti v Akoect 


tvChasenm; 

*~~y v Prnhora: 

Aahal v Wlartiafc Slwnl » Hm s o m in Hard- 

ats; Somtardv Petal; WednmMdvVNst lid- 

tends Mca 

ARNOTT HSURANCE NORTHBW LEAGUfl 

Hrat DhWoK Brangham Syhtfrxto w 

mnjnjsgonFB v ariMM^rDiij|snr 


a^ , KS?S5aSWg^ Tomorrow 

v Ltsndorary BH: South iww Polee v Persy- — . . .. 

pod (Zd; LNAC (CanNtlnsq vAberaon pA Football 
SHU LEAGUE TROPHY Group A: BAnbunh 

~ ■vO^GM«HertWH>;GragowtMa 

svPre- 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHBW LEAGUE Acnck y Cirr« t Hwfaii FP; Onaw L I n i Wm 
Hnl DIsMaK ^N^hniii Syntfiorta * BorSna- sKhwaUyrHBMldivMraMtiusn MbSosovA*- 
nroDmmnFB«Cksdbmrsi^t; Oftram vSniti tan Lodgo. Group B: Baou J raB' v Suring 
ShMds:EBringungSsata(n;JBrrowvPmlih: couttw Duidaev«qp vM«eraecKdMvBf 

Maprih»C^M ra»B O gwnT&en;H IM ^ Vlirsa*™ y KAnemoek: Waeto: Scitord 

M a rCTri e* CctwettSfAanwrart h eletStn i faer vPMSSm. Group C: Gordortarw » Abutom 


HARP LAGBt NATIONAL. LEAGUE OF W5- 
LAND Rimer DMrioR S oto* Fkwasv FVn 
HaipefU^ 




Kyi Spancv: fttniv I 

aKAfrighOnifawrct 
Cup pnribohrary round; t . 

Newport Pasnen v Hanwrhy. First round: 
Bonn ■fatmv 6r Nos: Boune * DmMyt Ford 


vFfrtQSCI: Can- 
natft Otsnr « Aberystwyth {230; Cwmbran v 
Bragor Oty taoi; BUm \Me vCmrtai 030); 

Ho yertordw n vP m ei iiadL ' u pJtl: WBrCabte- 

T# CenfltvComm 'ftiw Mon (£30): Fteyad- 
w * Conwy ci Q: RM » Cannerthen (St30g; 
VMarpool v Bny 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pi ai der DM- 

sioa: ArdevCotarsfae: Gtonanm v Oueaders: 

d aworoi v Rart e down; LrMa v CnuaiuAu. 

Onrsgil y BeBymma 


v P saHes, Group C: Gontorlane v Aberdaen 

~TFP;&anqBtnouaiy Sl Bw o rt 8 Mail e P.&r>np 

FBaadlJraiara v SeHrtc Stewartry v Ayr. 


Rugby League 

STOF ‘ 


cWIganv 


CLUB MATCHES: Gtamthes * Gtugow Stfsi 

Hockey 

JUMOR WORLD CUP (men Kejneqp&MX 
vAiganha CO& England vGomwiy PH. Pai- 
Bfan v Japan fi£). 

WOMEN’S NATIONAL LEAGUE PfMdar: 

CoUfleU » 

pswkdi v 


□tedkry v Nemy; tXngaman i 

Rangoa; Lama s Umraady 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 
UkMT Pnortar DMdon: Deny Oyv UCD (73Q: 

□ntghedi Y Cork Oty (73Q. Kfcniy « ago 

Rugby Union 

a 0 unte«aarad 

HBNEKB1 CUP Pool Ai Man v L<*oor 

Tbdousav Lak*et»-(S05.I Foot C: BWivftm 

g « 8.S c o nW i BbW*»I P ontypridd T 

PiiV, Kobo) P0). Pool I> La«aw » 
(nnrand MUltrando. Pooi E: Lira vl 
ska (ZQ: Plu v CaNdorfa @4 

EUROPEAN CONFERENCE Pool Ai toon , 

frafed M : IB ftaJtele y 6Mw tab W Pool 

Cr 330 FWii ConsBUKa v London ktah: Slade 


Beam vOtoucesrr paj PootQ. BMtzvAp. 

pkran (TBL Pool H: Cssne v Nerbama (7Q. 

ABM DimbaPraideralUpT'iWsBetJkYtlv Lon- 
don Scatlkti. BbAheoth v FyBe. Enter y Wa- 

tarlDo; Oncf v Moaefey: Rothert ia m v Wat 

Hartlepool. WMMd v Cortrtry. 

JCWSOI NATIONAL LEAGUE Ook Lhmpod 

3t Helena v Hewhiry, Lytfaey r Leeds; Moriey 

v London WWah;.Notmemi v Harrogate. 
ftafcB y Wt tg fetMe. Atfay vRosriynrartc 
Woroea t er » Odey. Two Nordu Aepetrta v 
Kardat BK n e M l wiw ScgM « MarO»a»ter Ueb- 

wtvHnddeyirimManwlHnrmaan Aaii: Sen- 

dai v snutmdgr. SheffMd v Sedgiey Pane 
Watnl v Pieson Gnuriuppcis. Deo South: 
BoWng y Hsnrfc Cambeday vCHton; Esher » 
Otefcmham; Holey v VuesexvSJitara: MelPo- 

ice v RKkidh. Plymouth s North vwtnam. 

Tetrad * Bridgwater. 

WELSH MATTOKAL LEAGUE DtutSkM Onr 
dtnynaai vlnoniqr (24; CMqMbrv N n ebidg n 


v (tQ9. M DMalon; Lougtttiroutfi 
l* * Canterbury p3fl|; Brectcnal vWkn- 

00 ). BratWswWiertark* Leicasw 

(l3G:OwlT B *j ii rt / aroygSmaflrtandBadan8 

(ZEL Second DtvMoKVltahbnvOldLaJiBiiB- • 

mans CDS, Eamg v Was Witney (TIB; Sherwood 
v Bhirirati (£q: Poynton gAkridgo (UOL 

WOlEirsWESTProorienRedandvLaomtt- 

ster.YMa * CMErtam; Bounemautiv Enter 

St Auetel w Teudon Wle: Cahrafi v Exmash 

WtMSnS NORTHERN DhrMon One: Btadk. 

ban » Lh«ipool Sefton: M»ii « Chenr Win. 

nfeKpcn Parte v Mstn. 9sdMd v Leytand Mono 

WrauBTSMHJLANOPrwnlenCrtraDnRisn- 

Kars » Bekw; Keberrig v Leioose: Lian » Nolt 
StflHa: FSc k wirik » Hampton In Arden 

Basketball 

BUDWBSERLEAQUEMnnsnrYLonaonlbw- 

ere (Z3Q); Harford v Demy (73Q); Thatnos Videy 

v Nemsro (80): Whdhng u Crystai PaJece 

Ice hockey 

BENSON AN D HE DGES CUP; B nelonjiaalq v 

NonMm «B3tB: Notfinohem v PWtatitrti 

(TO): rahtmrv Newcastle PH; SheflWdYMen- 
E han ar ^ i Slough v Bradmal gsaa: TbBonl 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Bora** v EtfrtUrgti. 
(UQ; We otwiflMv Ararat Eesra (B3q: Hew 
wign y Readrig nq: stoke v Newcasda 

Other sports 

GOLF: Britfadi Hasten (Forest of Arden); 
Guadhn rish Womens Open (OuWr^ 

MOTOR RACMO: Bridehlnirrig Car Cterv- 
nraMp meeting ( E igar s i o ne). 

TENMS: UA SaNCM (HtM 


DIVnONAL PRSWERSHIP SaoUtrofac FU 
» WIMharan (3JS; KetghNy v HuddMrteid(30|. 

Rugby Union 
lOoNnraw 

WINStEN CUP Pool B; Gbsaow v Swansea 
CScctarai>i.(bsgMf); WlHpa«UnE Fool tk 
Ctstlf v Harfeepine GW 
EUROPEAN CONneiCE Pool Eh Monpelar 
wMonWe nend CM. Sate * N e wport Pool R 
Mm v fautan pSLRool GS EtSrtwgp v Nor- 
casia (Gotctenaoret. Pooi HlT - 


Hockey 

JUMOR WORLD CUP (inoo Keynre^ CUM 

WOMKTS EAST Soper PrandeR AaMord « 
CatHsidgs; Herieelon v WfeMren Qwnjen Cfty 

" ~ *’ ; Segwroan v Bury 9i Eo- 


Basketball 

BUOWBSER LEAGUE Cheear v WortNra 

(530L CrysigfPnrica vLotCBSor (6D);Shetflow 

»lwwlBq:Qfrtandoiiv B stywi ipL 

Ice hockey 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: Aar » SteftMd 
r, Bracknel » Nortrhoem CM; CanBH v 
m. M neherars pgy m. Hawcaaio 

1339; Mvtsarough v Baoregntfl 

Speedway 

ELITE 1FACU& Bradford v Bela VUe (730); 

PREMIER LEAGUE: GtesoMr g Long Eaton 
ga^Neeporr * Neweaato pat|; SioCe y Oe- 

Other sports 

COLft Btfah Maatara (Forest of Arden); 
Quartlan riah Womans Oprei (DubtaL 

TEWDS: UASflteiO ty-M). 

MOTO R HACWWtBiNahTbtrttfl Car ChampL 
onsWp msmrq (StreraKYMi 
TOOfTlNfc WhWMd Ran tftatiharraron 2£> 

miflTHIGN! Laidon Triathlon (DorJdanUs). 


EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY 



StS!TlS ne ^: a ‘-!rj t0 teave Arrm ”- D ^0" Hill test-drives 
. who J OTll 1 J e competing in next season’s Formula One 
Wortd Lawnmower Charop.onship, Hill fears there may be somecuttme remarks 
about his new career, but sees his move as the “lawn of a new era"™* 

Tripp - ^ ^ 

jwhome in UtaKfast month. He hoaUr 

Housebwnaftcr breaWn « 

Photograph; David McLain/AP 
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A riveting night’s viewing for the football fanatic and the cross-Channel swimmer 



ROBERT 

WINDER 


SPORT 
ON TV 


Midway through Liverpool's 
Champions' League match 
against Celtic on Tuesday 
evening, Trevor Brooking 
made an unusual confession: be 
was speaking about Michael 
Owen’s cleverly angled nine, 
and admitted that they were 
“the sort of thin g you can’t re- 
ally see on television." A Hrar 
faux pas on the face of it: TV 
pundits are not supposed to 
suggest that you’d be better off 
going to a football ground. 
But it was well-timed, coming 
as it did on an evening — Super 
Tuesday - when you could, if 
you wanted, have watched 
nothing but football for six 
straight hours: 

Channel Five kicked off 
with Salonika v Arsenal; BBC1 


followed suit with Celtic versus 
Liverpool, and then it was 
back to C5 for Bordeaux v As- 
ton Villa. Byway of a nightcap, 
Cans could cool off with a quick 
blast of Coca-Cola Cup action 
- MUJwalJ versus Wimbledon - 
on Carlton. On Wednesday 
there was Newcastle v 
Barcelona (ITV) - confirma- 
tion that European matches 
“bring out the big adrenalin" 
in Faustino Asprilla — and 
highlights of Ma nch ester Unit- 
ed v Kosice. And on Thursday 
we had Chelsea v Slovan 
Bratislava (C5). Viewers could 
be forgiven for forgetting that 
the cricket season was just 
bubbling to a cWwwt. 

Actually, in the week when 
English cricket took one look 


at the future, and then 
slammed the door on it, it was 
salutary to be shown so force- 
fully the impetus that increased 
television coverage can give to 
a sport. This three-day carni- 
val of international football 
came courtesy not of cable or 
satellite, but of old-style ter- 
restrial TV. It was refreshing to 
see the people's channels show- 
caring the people’s game at its 
most cosmopolitan, while the 
big-bock satellite stations 
curled up with the parochial 
version: Scunthorpe v Eve non 
in the Coca-Cola Cup. Re- 
freshing also to see Barcelona, 
like so many British dobs over 
the years, coming to grief in one 
of chose tricky fixtures. 

Keeping abreast of the ac- 


tion, though, was no easy task. 
I can't have been the only per- 
son who watched five bonis of 
continuous play on Tuesday 
night without seeing a single 
goal. 1 missed Salonika's win- 
ner against Arsenal because I 
flicked over to see Liverpool 
kick off against Celtic. When 
Michael Owen struck in Glas- 
gow. 1 was watching Leicester 
attempt to hang on to a 1-0 lead 
against Ailcdco Madrid (on 
Eurosport). I went back to 
Glasgow, then on to Greece, 
watching nothing much happen 
in either place, and returned to 
Madrid to find that Alletico 
bad pinched a 2-1 lead. “This 
can happen with the conti- 
nental teams," said Gordon 
Banks in the expert's chair - 


and I promptly became so 
gripped by his stirring and lop- 
sided loyalty to Leicester's 
cause (“Kamark’s done a great 
man -io-man job on Juninho, 
even though he scored the 
goal") that I missed Celtic's 
equaliser against Liverpool. 

On and on it went. Wher- 
ever I came up for breath in my 
long, cross- Channel swim, the 
goals rained in somewhere 
else. 1 began to think I could 
actually influence these faraway 
events, so I feel semi-respon- 
sible for Steve McManaman's 
last-gasp equaliser I b lipped 
over to the not-quite-Iive be- 
ginning of Bordeaux versus 
Aston Villa just as he started 
his obviously futile run at the 
Celtic defence. 


Over in Salonika. Jonathan 
Pearce continued his high-oc- 
tane attempt to modernise the 
ancient protocols of commen- 
tary. “Still Areenal press!" he 
cried, as Salonika swept upficld. 
“Go on Vieira!" he pleaded. 
“Gobble up that ground!” 

Elsewhere, as always on 
“Big European Nights." it was 
the Night of the Long Names. 
There are signs of an increas- 
ingly woridliness in our com- 
mentators: they rarely trip and 
stumble as they used to, per- 
haps because so many of the 
tricky names are in the Pre- 
miership these days;. 

But other stereotypes per- 
sisted. As so often, the overseas 
teams were violent cheats in 
cahoots with the referee. This 


was most obvious in Madrid, 
courtesy of Gordon Bunks. As 
always when the TV companies 
engage fans rather than com- 
mentators his view was spec- 
tacularly one-sided. Leicester, 
be thought, had done splen- 
didly if you didn't count the two 
goals they let in. 

It was left to .Archie 
McPherson to inject a mixture 
of canny research and sheer 
waggishness into the proceed- 
ings. “Came from Slavia 
Prague, of course." he said ca- 
sually when Atletico Madrid 
brought on their substitute. 
Bcjbl. “Talk about introducing 
iron to the side - he's your 
actual rivet." 

Very much so. as we say in 
newspapers. 


Endurance test 
for the very best 


For nine months the 
competitors in the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race, which starts 
in the Solent tomorrow, 
will have their physical 
and mental capabilities 
stretched to the limit. 
Stuart Alexander reports 

The seventh and final Whit- 
bread Round the World Race 
brings some of the best ocean 
racing in the world to the start 
line of one of the most gruelling 
tests in sport 

The first leg alone, 7350 
miles to Cape Tbwn, mil take 
30 days of non-stop concentra- 
tion and effort 24 hours a day, 
with rarefy more than three 
hours of continuous sleep for 
any of the 12 crew on board. 
That is 12 consecutive Fastnet 
Races, back to back, without any 
break at all. 

Lawrie Smith, bidding to 
become the first outright British 
winner in the big-budget Silk 
Cut, says that on the shorter 
legs, there will be no opportu- 
nity for any structured sleep at 
all, and this on 60-foot boats 
generating huge amounts of 
power and requiring fierce fo- 
cus on extracting maximum 
speed every mch of the way. 
Drop for even a moment and 
the ever-watchful computer win 
squawk a warning. 

From being as much an ad- 
venture as a lest of endurance 
when it began in 1973, the race 
has developed a grand prix sta- 
tus, with professional competi- 
tors driving equipment, 
enjoying research programmes 
sometimes as complex as For- 
mula One race cars. Having 
reached this level of interna- 
tional professionalism the race 
is now leaving the UK to be run 
in Sweden and Brussels by Vol- 
vo in 2001, if they stick to the 
four-year timetable. Everything 


is up for discussion, including 
the route and the boats to be 
used. 

Race director Ian Bafley- 
WOlmot says he is disappointed 
with a turnout of 10. He believes 
there should have been 15. but 
he is more than satined with the 
presence of Dennis Conner for 
the second time, Paul Cayard for 
the first time, and a dutch of big 
names both as skippers and 
crews who draw on the best horn 
an international pool 

The course has been changed 
to allow a return to Capelbwn, 
a shift from Uruguay to Brazil 
a second stopover in the Unit- 
ed States and the inclusion of 
France, which then provides a 
sprint finish. Gales and ice re- 
main a hazard mi the runs from 
South Africa to Australia, and 
from New Ze aland round Cape 
Horn. The shorter legs will pro- 
vide an intensify that will be 
equally draining. 

This s no arena for ama- 
teurs. This is no race in which, 
when the winds grow violent, 
you strap everything in, batten 
down the hatches, and wait for 
it to abate. In the southern 
ocean you are going downhill 
driving the boat right up to the 
edge of its capabilities, risking 
the sort of serious wipe-out 
that can rip the mast right out 
of the boat. 

There is no one down there 
to launch a lifeboat. The com- 
petitors have to rely on each 
other, as they did last time 
when the Italian yacht Brooks- 
field was taking water. And 
you have to keep pushing to 
gain those vital yards which 
mean places, and therefore 
points, at the finish. 

All the previous six races 
have been decided on accumu- 
lated time for the whole 31,01X1 
miles. This time there is virtu- 
ally a series of nine races and it 
will be consistency in them that 
will decide the winner, the 
bonus of a points, rather than 
time, system is that one bad leg 


need not cost any boat the 
whole race. 

The new format, coupled 
with the relegation of the old 
maxis and the use onfy of Whit- 
bread 60s, has led many to be- 
lieve there wiH be permanent cat 
and mouse game as the whole 
fleet shadows each other. But 
Merit Cup skipper Grant Dal- 
ton thinks there wifl be major 
differences in speed, especial- 
ly over the first leg. 

The deciding factor will be 
the success of the programmes 
to develop fast .sail designs. 
The sails deliver the power, but 
they are also the gearbox of the 
yacht. Their development will 
continue right to the end. The 
right shape and size is crucial 
sailing the boat at the optimum 
an gl e, to deliver maximum pow- 
er adds to the conundrum, and 
those that can achieve both, as 
well as having all the right dubs 
in the bag as conditions change, 
will be the winners. 

Assuming they do not suffer 
from gear damage. Both the race 
favourite, Chris Dickson who 
skipper’s Conner’s boat, and his 
greatest rival Smith, are willing 
to push both yachts and crews 
very bard. Any miscalculation 
and both Dalton and Gunnar 
Krantz in Swedish Match wffl be 
waiting to pounce. 

These are good times for 
Smith, whose 2000 America’s 
Cap hopes have been given a 
considerable boost this week. 
The Spirit of Britain syndicate, 
which is challenging New 
Zealand through the Royal 
Dorset Yacht Gub, announced 
major design and technology 

backing from the Defence Eval- 
uation and Research Agency, 
Bristol University's Aerody- 
namics department, the Para- 
metric Technology Corporation 
and Silocon Graphics. For syn- 
dicate chairman. Prof Andrew 
Graves of Bath University, 
the heavyweight credibility 
should smooth the search for up 
to £L5m sponsorship. 



Toshiba, skippered by Chris Dickson, practises for tomorrow’s start of the Whitbread race Photograph: Peter Jay 


BOAT -BY-BOAT GUIDE 

sak Cut (OB): Britain* bast chance by 
Ibmo win the WNtbread outriflW. 

Kcordhg to sHppw inwrio anth who 
swAttfted from Swdaffis Saam to a 

position of groatw control, a crew ha 
pteta himsotl and ■ bifl buiJBaL He twa 
the bit between his tooth and a fitfU-fcrit 
crew Jont fcMJirta with Chris Dicfcoon 
Merit Pop (Monac o) : SMpper B r affi 
Dalton tata up nto aUnHstrative Mb 

«td leaves the salno Ptexfts to craw 
and rwrisator Mte (Mtet He b tough, 
confidant about a t*ro*w» dewtapmant 
programme, and haa shown speed 
wham li matter*. A top three barfcat 

Brtrwi Sunary)' fHatheriandm): An 
aknost unknown quantity wth one ot tha 
i wo non-Bryce Pan boats and a team 
w*h airiest a codntWan took. Their 
MMyjtunded boat, (ram the Gwman- 
Dufch team ot Friedrich »teW and Rod 


Vra*. haayettn knpraea, builhey hw* 
a now keel bUb and rudder and 
raptacamant aMppar Hans Bouehohe is 
hophp for success in header air lap* 
Kvaarmr tnnowffon (Norway): Looted 
very mono aarty on and than sipped h 
the RSlneB a hole. But tha adcMon of 
Frenchman Piano Mas to a Wgpiue and 

w Marcel van TMeal ridppar Knot Frtjsjad 

has a nedgator not afraid o( big 
decMons. Tha crew to teong. but may 
fM themsahras in the second petMcn. 

Smtfiah Match (Sweden): Of al the 
teams piekhg up pace aa they approach 
tha start this to the quietest, with rha 

Mhience ot KW hard man Erie WWame 
most notfceafii*. TUB is not a Mat cd 
manag em ent by consent hut by 
uncompromtenQ wampto and their 
badors haw Been ready to spend 
whatever it cates. 


EF Education (Sweden): The atwoman 
a pproach >s proving a had chadange far 
a craw with a strong French Influence. 
SMpper is Ctristine OMou, navigator 
Ctrtettia Wand. MarifeCtaude Wetter 
loins tor the Cape Horn toft tsabsfe 
Autissfar for the test two Waned to 
Increase craw to 14 to compensate far 
HdmUtadfac* of equal strength 
EF Language (Sweden): Oanercusty 
tended, their reward has been a 
catalogue of grist Lost won. then lost 
Lawrie S»n»i as shaper. p&» many cre« 
last two more tey pk^era and then had 
raw over defecting navigwor as Wqoper 
Paul Cayard finely concantrane focus 
sway from hts America* Cup ambitions. 

Otertta Racing (US): Wt* tooted to 
soma Kb a ridt man* whim haa seen 
knestmera manager George Colne turn 
a gentle l upoatmto i to n of O in e np e asu 


Bay hto a hard-edged team Guests Kb 
G orin Brady John Kbetedd, Dae Smith 
and Mte Tbppa added to crew vdth 
deceptive strength could embarrass 
some of the Hsher profle rivals 
Americas Chaflange (US): Dark hones 
tumad maverteic cotta Last timak winrang 
skipper Roes R&S has taten charge of 
ihe other non- Bruce Farr boat, but wi 
saBwtthorfy tl as he sane a fast-n*»jte 
dash into an ait torm. They say Alan 
Anaewe' design 8 s t tfitf c a n U y cs**er It 
so the others are in mxtta 
tbaMbe (US): JatoUwouri® with Srrtth 
tor the salon. H not Ihe booHes, as the 
management rids of Demb Conner 
contone with the taJam d Ctris Detaon 
Swe to hare original ideas ansa! 
do algT. hdutfing Cuban ten mans. 
DUiaorn abOty id Owe fast whan on the 
edge has ewn his detractors gasping. 



Power, grace and a real 
Errol Flynn steering wheel 


Only the top yachtsmen 
in the world are to be 
found on a Whitbread 
yacht, so the chance for 
a landlubber to talk jibs 
and genoas with the best 
was too good to miss. 
Nick Duxbury slipped on his 
deck shoes and joined 
Toshiba for a day. 

It is not often tbat you get to 
hold £3m, but here 1 am surg- 
ing down the Solent al the 
helm of an ocean-going yacht. 
And not just any old standard 

sea skimmer that a well-heeled 
sailor could buy at the Boat 
Show. This is Tbshiba, 60ft of 
wave warrior, which when you 
add on the costs of a nine- 
month race around the globe 
will have swallowed up the best 
pan of £8m. 

In truth, the Kiwi Chris Dick- 
son, if not the world’s top skip- 
per then dose to it, is at my elbow 
and the America’s Cup legend 
Dennis Conner at my back, but 
that just adds to the responsibility 
for someone who learned all he 
knows about sailing from Rod 
Stewait. Right now, this would 
be a serious amount of kit and 
personnel to tip into the drink. 


“Have you steered a boat be- 
fore?" asks Dickson, who like 
most of the crew has one of 
those leather-tan faces that has 
been preserved in salt. Well yes 
and no. I've held a dingby tiller 
in my time, but never a real 
wheel of the sort that Errol Fly- 
nn would have given his best 
cutlass to be lashed to. “RigbL 
drive it like a car then. Keep 50ft 
to the right of that red buoy and 
keep the angle at 27 degrees." 

The first command is easy 
enough, for Toshiba, with main- 
sail and spinnaker raised, is re- 
markably responsive as though 
fitted with power steering. 
Avoiding the buoy is simple 
when you are a long way off, but 
a certain nervousness creeps in 
as (he boat rapidly doses and 
need wc have la go so near? 

The degrees bit is to do 
with keeping Ihe angle of lean 
constant. Dickson does not like 
it to fluctuate and soon he is or- 
dering small adjustments. The 
buoy reached, it’s time to tack. 
“That will do," says Dickson, 
taking control as the 20 people 
on board prepare to scramble 
from one side to the other 
while Toshiba turns. 

With the start barely five days 
away, you might have expected 
the crew to be edgy and have lit- 
tle time for jolly jaunis with the 


press. However, they could not 
have been more relaxed as they 
use the cruise to hone their skills 
- going through seven sail 
changes in two hours, accom- 
panied by much intent gazing 
upwards. Even Conner, who 
has a reputation for being a 
sometimes prickly character, is 
at his most affable, despite his 
luggage not having followed 
him to Southampton from a 
weekend regalia in Sardinia. 

“I'm sorry it’s not cold, fog- 
gy and wet like you're used to," 
was the big American's welcome 
as we left the dock at Ocean Vil- 
lage. “We've got a San Diego 
day for you." 

A good wind and a hazy sun 
made conditions perfect, and as 
we slipped past a huge con- 
tainer ship being led like a pup- 
py by a tug. Tbshiba dipped her 
port side and gathered speed. 
The Solent looks vast, but it is 
not big enough for a thor- 
oughbred to be given her head. 
Even so, she moved with pow- 
er and grace. 

Heading back to London, an 
accident on the M3 dosed the 
motorway. Sitting in my tin 
can, firmly anchored amid a 
wash of petrol fumes by a 10- 
mile traffic jam south of Brack- 
nell a thought strikes home.. .if 
only 1 had £3m. 
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SPORT ON 
THE INTERNET 

Fast route to 
Ryder Cup 
on the Net 

As Europe gels ready for 
its biennial outbreak of 
golf fever, more unifying 
than any EC directive, with 
(he start of the Ryder Cup 
at VaJderrama in Spain 
next Friday, internet users 
have a head start. There 
are golf rites that cover the 
American and European 
lours on a weekly basis and 
some have included sec- 
tions on the Ryder Cup. 

However, there is an of- 
ficial Ryder Cup site, n- 
dcrcup.com , and this 
provides the most com- 
prehensive coverage with 
some interesting features. 
With TV coverage re- 
stricted to satellite, you 
could do worse than follow 
the action via the net and 
the radio. This site is “cy- 
be roasting" in real time 
once the competition 
proper starts, with hole-by- 
hole updating of scores 
and a promised audio link 
to Radio 5 Live . star of the 
95 Ryder Cup. 

Features include a 
breakdown of the course, 
with an aerial overview of 
each hole plus Seve Balles- 
teros' ideas on how to play 
it. There is the official 
programme, with articles 
by writers such as Ian 
Wooldridge, Hugh Mcfl- 
vanney. Peter Dobereiner 
and Michael McDonnelL 
the match formal, records 
of every player who has 
played in the competition 
and detailed profiles of 
this year's contestants. 

There are also sections 
devoted to news, features 
and trivia. CBS Sponsline 
is more amcriceniric as 
one would expect, with 
onfy details on the Amer- 
ican team, although 
goff.com, which is linked to 
NBC sports and Goff Di- 
gest, presents a more bal- 
anced view. Golftteb is 
another good site, with all 
the features one expects 
plus an odds section. Golf 
on Line is ihe web site for 
Golf Magazine with its ar- 
ticles. The US PGA tour 
site seems to be com- 
pletely insular and is ig- 
noring the Cup altogether, 
while the European tour 
rite gives a link to GolfWeb. 

Goff in Spain is mainly 
for the golf tourist, playing 
or watching, with player 
profiles and course de- 
tails. The Sporting Life site 
has lan Woosnam provid- 
ing his personal assess- 
ment of the Ryder Cup. 
the American team and a 
hole -by- hole guide to 
VaJderrama and will be 
doing live scoring. That is 
the real lest and from Fri- 
day we will see how each 
rile keeps the scores for 
each match up-to-date. 

ADDRESSES 

Official Ryctof Cup *He 

http://wwYtrydefetp.coni/ 

CSS Sportofirre 

http: //cbssporlsktaxonvWgoU/ry- 
derwatetihtnr 

GoifWeb 

tapffwww gafiwetxcorn/ga'ryder 
Goff in Spain 

httpJAwagoHfipairicom/ryJatsr 

gOHiBOm 

>Wpy/tDW.geKc«ni/tDur,'pgBKM/ry- 

det 

Goff on Una 

http J/www.gottonfrie comfloure/ry- 
deTC^). , 

Sporting Ufa 

WIprfAiiwaa a ponn^feBonyadtfnBwiB 
- Edword Ableson 
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HOCKEY 


MacDonald adds 
power to Slough 




Slough, the National League 
champions, travel to Southport 
to play Hightown in today’s 
opening match of the season, 
strengthened by the inclusion of 
the Great Britain and Scottish 
international Sue MacDonald. 

England's Lucy Cope returns 
after missing last season with in- 
jury problems. Absent will be 
Karen Brown and Helen Thor- 
nalley, recovering from injuries, 
and Sally Eyre, who is laldng a 
year out to complete her studies. 

High town’s England junior 
internationals Caroline Gilbert 
and Helen Grant have moved to 
OUon Terraqucst while Maggie 
Souvavc has retired. 

Newly promoted Olton are 
likely to be short of Mandy 
Gatherer with an injured back 
but hope to have ail their Lfn- 
dcr-2!s available after the 


V. ’ ‘ ’ 


World Junior Cup in Seoul 
with the exception of Lucflla 
Wright, who is resting. 

Lucy Youngs has taken over 
the captaincy of Ipswich, disap- 
pointed that in spite of the good 
showing in both League and Cup 
last season and a Silver medal in 
the European Championships 
they have been unable to attract 
new players. It will be difficult 
to fill the gap left by the retire- 
ment of Vicky Dixon but the 
good news is that the former 
English internationals and past 
captains Sandie Lister and Tra- 
cy By are back in training- 

Loughborough Students, 
newly promoted to Division 
One, will be strengthened with 
the arrival of Kate Shari and 
from Leicester and Ireland's 
Laura Brown. 

-MOM 
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40 , 000.000 

calls a week, it’s 
no wonder we 
can keep your 
business mobile 

costs down. 


The national* GSM network One 2 One uses lets more 
people make more calls more affordably. With over 
40 million calls handled each week, we can keep 
our charges for business really low. In fact, if you're 
with another mobile phone service provider, you 
could probably cut your mobile phone bills today by 
joining One 2 One. 

Certainly, if you're paying to pick up your messages, 
our FREE voicemail message retrieval* could save you 


hundreds of pounds every year. But, of course, there's 
more to consider when choosing a mobile phone 
for your business than costs alone. You also want a 
high quality digital network, a choice of the latest 
phones and a full range of extra services. 

You'll find them all at One 2 One. 

To find out how One 2 One can cut your business costs 
today- call us free 24 hours a day on 0500 121 500. 


one 2 one 


to find out more call free on 

0500 121 500 

24 hours a day quoting DN2502 

our mobile phone service gets bt/smess tatfarHj 

or visit your local one 2 one stockist 

http://www.one2one.co.uk 

"One 2 One now covers 90% of the population of Great Britain. ^Message retrieval is free when using the. One 2 One service in Great Britain. For more information about the 
One 2 One time plans, please see our *WhY should you have a One 2 One with One 2 One? leaflet 




MOTOR racing 


‘Hijacked’ Hill 
comes back 
to earth r ‘ 


Damon HHI (right) talks with a mechanic before practice for the Austrian Grand Prix yesterday Photograph: AJIsport 


Damon Hill confirmed 
hismove to- Jordan 
before returning to the 
Arrows camp for 
yesterday’s official 
practice session for the 
Austrian Grand Prix. 
Derick ARsop in Zeltweg 
reports bn the build-up 
to tomorrow’s race. 


Damon H31 could not have 
stage-managed it better for vi- 
sual effect He said he was on his 
take from Arrows to Jordan, and 
good as his word, there be was, 
riding away from his stricken car 
in search of something better. 
That interruption to practice for 
tomonow’s Austrian Grand Prix 
here came after Hill had been 
formally introduced as Jordan's 
driver for the next two seasons, 
a deal said to.be worth £I0m to 

the Englishman. 

Hill said he felt he did not 
have the time to wait for Arrows’ 
fulfilme nt, and he and bis new 
boss, Eddie Jordan, now antici- 
pated foiginga partnership that 
would win races and challenge far 
the world championship. 

Jordan revealed that he had 
never lost contact with Hill af- 
ter their negotiations broke 
down a year ago, and that they 
effectively reached an ■ agree- 
ment in "bizarre" circumstances 
following: the Italian Grand 
Prix a fortnight ago. 

Hill had an arrangement to 
travel back with Arrows’ owner, 
Him \Mdkmshaw, but missed the. 
flight When Jordan stepped on 
to his sponsor’s plane, he found 
anextrapassenger and the chat 
took air inevitable course. . . 

me, 

lift and foe ‘frost Tlmew was 
when I got on board. By the 
time we got home, the deal was 
more or less done. You could, 
say we hijacked each other.” 

According to Jordan, he was 
not in a position to make an an- 
nouncement at that stage be- 
cause he had a date in the High 
Court with Benetton over the 
services of the Italian driver Gi- 
ancario Fisichella. Jordan admits 
he expected to lose the case but 
hoped he might retrieve some 
financial compensation that 
would help pay the bffl for HilL 

Jordan’s sponsors had' al- 
ready increased their contribu- 
tion to the budget and 
Mugen-Honda,the team’s en- 
gine partners from next season, 
had given their approval. When 
the court’s ruling went against 
Jordan, H3I told WiDdnshaw he 
would not be staying and Ar- 
rows signed Mika Sale. 

Hill said: “My choice of 
team will provide me with the 
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Clampdown on swearing 


The basketball authorities, 
mindful of their family sport im- 
age and increasing live television 
coverage, have directed refer- 
ees in the Budweiser and Na- 
tional Leagues to clamp down 
on swearing by players and 
coaches. 

Mike Smith, the Budweiser 
League’s chief executive, said: 
“Oyer recent years it’s become 
an increasing problem in sport 
generally and we’ve seen an in- 
crease in basketball. We want to 
protect the positive things about 
our image." ' . .. 

The often violent physical 
confrontations in basketball 
and split-second decsioos by of- 
ficials offer plenty of potential 
for tempers to be 0/ The prox- 


imity of the team benches-to 
spectators means that most 
comments can be heard by at 
least some of the crowd. , 

Sky Television's Sunday 
night live ermwagt* i$ particularl y _ 
vulnerable to picking up the . 
Audible obscenities” that ref- 
erees have Dow been ordered- to 
listen out for. Violations will be . 
punished by technical fouls, 
with the possibility that re- { 
peated offenders could "be jj 
thrown out of the game. - 
England international Roa- 
nie Baker, who hopes to play bn * 
the Continent this season, sex- ; 
peeled to make-his debut for f 
Manchester Giants tonight : 
against London Ibwers. ? 

- Richard Taylor ‘ 




# k just all warn pear-shaped, in 
a nutshell. Welsh driver Gwyn- 
daf Evans on hfe exit from the 
Manx Rally after a bad aeddent 

# As soon as I found out It was 
2£24 miles away I knew It was not 
possible. It would take three 

days go get him there that way arid 

three days to get back. It would 
be stupid to subject him to that. 
He might as well be going by bike 
- Arsenal manager Arsine 
Waiger rufagouta hnd and sea 

trip far Dennis Bergkamp, who 
haws nymg, to the match with 
PAOK Salonika. 

# I called him a potato in Pun- 
jab because he Is a links fat for a 
pfcVwMbn cricket fan Shiva Ku- 
mar Thind. who filed a compiafnt 


widi poflee after the Pakistani bso- 
man inzamam (Jl-Haq allegedly 
attacked him during die Sahara - 
Cup efash in Toronto having been 
aunted over a megaphone.' 

• Anyone who does not feet' 
pressure or any weakness-in 
*“ r kg* mwt b* Jose 
Maria Otazabal on pinlm in the 

Ryder Cup. 

#i don’t think I have seen a soft- 
er who cm don many things on. 
the ball. Ian Rush, on Ws team- . 
mare Faustino AspriBa after die . 
Colombian's hat-trick In the' 
European Cup. 

# l know the se verity of what wtf.; 
come at me If I make another sRa* 

Ian Wright after escape fa. 

punishment. 
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perfect environment to .win-, 
races and challenge for the; 
c hamp ionship. Jordan have es- -• - 
tablished themselves in the lip-' 
per echelons of Formula One 
and they have employed me to . 
take the final step. 

“We'have had a lot of diffi-- 
culties at Arrows, but I am full 
of admiration for their deter- 
mination and professionalism. ■ 
They have a long-term future, 
but Pm not getting any younger 
and I have to get on." 

Hill will partner Ralf Schu- 
macher, younger brother ofhis 
old adversary Michael, and the. 
drivers will have equal status. 
Jordan believes the German wiE 
be a w illing pupfl and form an 
effective partnership capable of 
taking on the best. 

Jordan said: “We desperate- 
ly needed a driver of Damon's, 
stature. Now we have the perfect 
blend of a successful, experi- 
enced driver and an up and cam- 
ing rookie. Raif is bound to listen 
to a man who has won 21 races 
and the world championship. 

“We have hired Damon to 
win races and the championship 
for us. No other reason. If we 
don’t win races next year it wifl 
be a very bitter blow. 

“I didn't have to eat humble 
pie in going back for Damon. 
Last year we weren't financial- 
ly in a position to do a deal with 
him. This year we are. By. con- 
centrating on technical devel- 
opment we made it possible to 
make our priority this year foe 
signing of a driver like Pamon. 

HID returned to the' Arrows 
camp to prepare for tomorrow’s 
race and completed the day 1 ^ 
practice in llth place. At the fop 
of the time-sheets were Wiffiaius- 
R^nault’s,. . Hefoz-Harald 

l^uve.Nfictiael, Schumacher, 
who leads, vflieneiive 'by .10 
points in foe standings, was a less" 
comfortable seventh in his Per- ; 
ran. David Coulthard. winner of 
Italian Grand Prix, was sixth in 
a McLaren Mercedes. Eddie 
Irvine, in the other Ferrari was 
10th and Johnny Herbert, of 
Sauber-Petronas, was 12th. 

Benetton announced yes- 
terday that Austrian Alexander 
Wurz will partner Fisichella 
next season, leaving a question- 
mark over Gerhard Berger's 
Formula One future. 
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RUGBYUNION 


Bath’s tale 

of prophets 
and loss 



Andy Robinson (top right) is now coaching Bath following the departures of CBve Woodward (top left), jack 
Rowell (above left), Richard Hill (above centre) and Brian Ashton (above right) Photographs: Empks and Allsport 


Jack Rowell, Richard Hill, 
Brian Ashton, Clive 
Woodward. England 
may be a rugby nation 
sold short by its 
well-chronicled paucity 
of quality coaches, but 
Bath can look back on a 
grand tradition of 
successful tracksuit ed 
sorcerers. How many 
more can they afford to 
lose, though? Chris Hewett 
examines the price of 
achievement 

The blue-collar rank and file of 
Bath’s rugby industry are gath- 
ered in the Recreation Ground 
bar and they know bad tidings 
are at hand. Tbny Swift, old 
mucker turned chief executive, 
casts a fraught eye over his au- 
dience and quietly informs 
them that Brian Ashton, the 
most accomplished club coach 
in the country, has resigned. The 
camera doses in on Jeremy 
Guscott as he stares blankly at 
the floor, affected like everyone 
else by an atmosphere border- 
ing on the funereal. Another 
valued member of the family has 
passed on. 

There are many revealing 
scenes in the BBCs enthralling 
fiy-on-the-wail series about the 
most talked-about club side in 
the world game - the first 
episode goes out on I October 
- but this one catches the West 
Countrymen in the raw, ab- 
solutely at their lowest It pro- 
vides irrefutable proof, if any 
were needed, that a coach’s de- 
parture can be every bit as 
wounding as that of a great out- 
side-half or an unerring goal- 
kicker. In the currency of 
professional rugby, coaches are 
no longer die pound coins in the 
back pocket but the gold bars 
in the bank vault 

Bath confronted and suc- 
cessfully overcame the Ashton 


trauma nine mouths ago. but 
they now have to go through the 
process all over again following 
Clive Woodward's appointment 
as England's first full-rime na- 
tional coach. Unlike his prede- 
cessor, Woodward left on the 
very best of terms; his sojourn 
at the Rec was button bright but 
fleeting, far too brief to allow 
more than a superficial attach- 
ment But as Swift candidly 
admitted earlier this week, his 
departure hurts. Badly. 

“W; wanted to keep Clive on 
board, it’s as simple as that ” be 
said. “With him in place, along- 
side Andy Robinson and Jim 
Blair, we felt we had a world- 
class set-up, the sort of back- 
room team that would underpin 
any ambitions dub and provide 
the environment in which suc- 
cess could be achieved. I’ve said 
before that had Clive wanted to 
stay, the Rugby Football Union 
could have offered us a million 
and not got within a mile of him. 
We wouldn't have released him 
for any job but the one he’s ac- 
cepted.” 

As a player, Swift saw Jack 
Rowell lured by England and 
watched Richard Hill his coach- 
ing skills in their infancy but al- 
ready acknowledged in the 
lower readies of the national set- 
up, down tools and disappear to 
Gloucester. He also played and 
thrived under Ashton and was 
not in the least surprised when 
Ireland, cottoning on unusual- 
ly fast to a potentially advanta- 
geous situation, snapped up the 
old maestro within hours of his 
departure from the Rec 

“It's inevitable that success 
on the field reflects positively on 
the coaching team and we’ve got 
to five with that inevitability, ” 
Swift agreed. “Andy Robinson 
could be next -probably will be, 
in fact, because he’s a very, very 
good coach who is growing 
more effective by the day - but 
I can’t deny that the repeated 
loss of such capable people 
hits us hard.” 

In one important sense, Bath 


are better equipped to survive 
Woodward’s leave-taking than 
they were Ashton’s resignation. 
By Robinson's own confession, 
the coaching L-pIates were still 
pinned to his back when he 
found himself propelled into the 
No 1 role back in January. Now, 
after an extremely challenging 
and often arduous apprentice- 
ship, he appears firmly in con- 
trol certainly, his side’s grimly 
determined Heineken Cup vic- 
tory at Ftratypridd a fortnight 
ago bore all tire bloody-minded, 
tough-nut hallmarks of Robbo 
the bone-hard flanker as well as 
Robbo the fledgling tactician. 

But be badly needs the input 
of an imaginative, mould-break- 


ing backline specialist of the cal- 
ibre of Ashton or Woodward. 
When Rowell was left on his 
ownsome following the abrupt 
resignations she years ago of his 
partners in foe original Gang of 
Three, David Robson and Tom 
Hudson, be was a We to draw on 
foe support and expertise of a 
small but profoundly influential 
coterie of senior players. Un- 
fortunately for Robinson, there 
is no equivalent of a Stuart 
Baines to fall back on. 

Swift is adamant that Bath 
have identified a ready-made re- 
placement for Woodward - be 
plans to make an announcement 
early next week - and insiders 
suggest foe new boy is already 


on the pay-roll. That would in- 
dicate one of two intriguing 
possibilities: a promotion for foe 
diffident and elusive John 
Palmer, who is currently work- 
ing with the second-string Unit- 
ed side, or, more likely, a new 
role for Jon Callard. the full- 
back who, but for contractual 
difficulties, would now be di- 
rector of rugby at Worcester. 

Both men have coached ex- 
tensively at schools level but foe 
similarities end there. Palmer, 
who won three England caps in 
foe 1980s as a centre and might 
have won a whole lot more but 
for a certain Mr Woodward, has 
been talked about as a poten- 
tial front-line coach for years but 


has proved impossible to pin 
down. Callard is more up from, 
more openly ambitious and is an 
outstanding communicator. 

However Bath choose to re- 
spond to this latest manifesta- 
tion of the Recreation Ground 
brain-drain, they need to do it 
quickly. The middle of a Euro- 
pean Cup campaign is hardly the 
ideal time to engage in transi- 
tion, seamless or otherwise, and 
while chib has been handsome- 
ly compensated by countiy for 
foe loss of Woodward’s ser- 
vices, money has never been able 
to buy stability. Once again, the 
camera lenses are zooming in, 
searching for insecurity behind 
foe bold, confident exterior. 


Make or break 
time for Cardiff 
and Leicester 


The French and the 
Welsh are steering well 
dear of each other in 
this weekend’s Heineken 
Cup programme, which 
is probably just as well 
from a public order point 
of view. But some big 
reputations are about to 
go on the fine — 

Leicester, Cardiff, 
Swansea and Bourgoin 
among them. Chris Hewett 
sets the scene 

Whoever produced the fixtures 
for the third round of European 
Cup pool matches was either in- 
credibly fortunate or a fully 
paid-up member of foe Society 
of Rugby Soothsayers. After the 
unpleasant rumbles between 
foe Welsh and the French last 
weekend, foe latest Heineken 
schedule gives clubs from both 
countries an opportunity to 
mop a fevered brow or two. 

However, foe competition is 
not in a sudden state of anaemia. 
Ear from it Two of last season's 
semi-finalists, Leicester and 
Cardiff, are in “must win” situ- 
ations following early setbacks 
away from home and with only 
one team from each group guar- 
anteed a place in the last eight, 
push has come to shove rather 
quicker than anticipated. 

The Tigers travel to Les 
Sept-Denlcrs for an unenvi- 
able tussle with the French 
champions of Toulouse and 
with Joel Stransky in miserable 
form - Bob Dwyer, the Leices- 
ter coach, has never seen the 
World Cup-winning stand-off in 
such dire nick - foe Midlandcrs' 
task looks close to hopeless. 
“We’re flying on one wing,” 
Dwyer said yesterday. 
“Tbulouse will be a cauldron.” 

So too will be foe Arms 
Park tomorrow. Cardiff, one- 
point losers in Bourgoin in the 
first round of matches and not 
entirely convincing in seeing off 
Munster last weekend, face an 
unbeaten Harlequins in rhe 
knowledge that defeat will al- 
most certainly deny them an au- 
tomatic quarter-finai place. 


Bourgoin. hammered hv 
Quins six days ago. cannot af- 
ford a second defeat either and 
will have to sharpen up out of 
all recognition if the) are to sur- 
vive their hazardous visit to Lim- 
erick, They face an Irish out lit 
strengthened by the return of 
Mark McDermott at hooker 
and Shane Leahy at lock. 

With Pool B leaders Wasps 
already oddsun favourites to 
progress to foe knock-out phase 
after two wins on the road. 
Swansea must see off the quick 
and resourceful Glasgow district 
side to keep their own hopes 
alive. It is by no means a fore- 
gone conclusion: the All Whiles 
travel to Scoi&ioun tomorrow 
without David Weatherley. 
Alan Harris. Paul .Arnold. Alan 
Reynolds and their eapiain. 
Garin Jenkins. “It will he a hard 
old dog-fight,” the skipper pre- 
dicted. Not too canine in nature, 
one hopes. 

Pontypridd, precariously 
placed in both the rugjhy and le- 
gal senses, should prove loo 
much of a handful for the Scot- 
tish Borders - in the nicest pos- 
sible way, of euurse - but the visit 
to Bath or Brtve. their implaca- 
ble foes from last weekend, is far 
more difficult to weigh up. The 
reigning champions go in with- 
out two influential internation- 
als. Philippe Carbonneati and 
Chrisiophe Lamaison, and their 
current stale of mind suggests 
that their collective heart may 
go ahsem without leave. 

Certainly, their task will not 
he eased by foe presence of 
leuan Evans on Bath’s right 
wing; foe Lions hero makes his 
senior debut for the Wtest Coun- 
trymen. Bath can also call on a 
second international wing in 
Adedayo Adchayo. now fully re- 
covered from the stress fracture 
of the foot he suffered during 
England’s lour of Argentina. 
That allows the brilliant young- 
ster Matt Perry to play in his 
favoured position of midfield, 
alongside Phil de Glanvillc. 

But Brive’s staggering per- 
formance in last year's final 
proved conclusively they are 
one French side who can trav- 
el. If they do so successfully this 
afternoon, it will be a minor 
miracle. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


i TENNIS 
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New look for Super* League Wigan run could end in tears I Bjorkman gives Sweden early lead 


•aring 


Super League dubs are calling 
for a new^tyiePremierehq) mod- 
elled on the Australian play-offs. 

The League introduced a 
preliminary round, incorporat- 
ing the bottom eight teams, for 
foe first time this season but it 
received a massive thumbs down 
from supporters, with just 
10,245 watching foe four ties. 

Things are now almost cer- 
tain to change following a rec- 
ommendation fcy Rugby League 
Europe (RLE), the marketing 
arm of Super League. 

Clubs want to copy the Aus- 
tralian system, with foe lop five 
meeting in a series of play-offs 
culminating in a Grand Final. 

The complex format ensures 
that, for a fifth-placed team to 
lift the trophy, they would have 
to beat all four teams above 
them and that none of the top 
three clubs can be knocked out 
in foe first round. 

“There would be some big 
• games, real crowd-pullers and 
foe competition would be eas- 


$ 


jer to market,” foe RLE chair- 
man, Chris Caisky, said. 

“We could finish off with a 
blockbuster that would give us 
maximum impact at the con- 
clusion of foe season. It can all 
be fitted in four weeks. It’s what 
foe Super League clubs want 
Only one said they needed 
more time to consider it” 

Steve Wigner, chairman of 
First Division Featherstone, has 
become the first elected mem- 
ber of foe new Rugby Football 
League board of directors. 

Wagner, who has been serv- 
ing as a co-opted member of foe 
existing board, was yesterday 
elected as foe representative of 
the First and Second Division 
Clubs Association (Easda) on 
the reconstituted governing 
body. He won a straight vote 
with Malcolm White of Swioton. 

The RFL Council agreed 
earlier this month to a reform of 
foe administration, with Super 
League dubs and Fascia each 
electing their own representa- 


tives to sit alongside an inde- 
pendent chairman, foe chief ex- 
ecutive, a full-time finance 
director and two non-executive 
officials from outride the game. 
Super League clubs will elect 
their representative on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the League look 
set to announce a sponsor for 
the forthcoming Tfesl scries 
against Australia. 

The League has come under 
fire for faffing to come up with 
backing for foe three-Thst series 
but a spokesman said: “We are 
working very hard on a package. 
We have been talking to some 
major companies and negotia- 
tions are ongoing.” 

An announcement could 
come at a news conference in 
Leeds on Monday, when foe 
new Great Britain coach, Andy 
Goodway , will name his captain. 
The third member of foe coach- 
ing team, to work alongside 
Goodway and Shann McRae, is 
expected to be .unveiled at foe 
same time. 


It was 1984 when Wigan last 
failed to win a major domestic 
trophy - a fact that will add ur- 
gency to their approach when 
they meet Sheffield Eagles in the 
semi-final of foe Premiership to- 
morrow. 

Sheffield would not have 
been considered a stumbling 
block earlier in the season, but 
such is their recent improvement 

- culminating in a stunning 
58-16 win at London last week 

- foal it is possible to imagine 
it all ending in tears for Wigan. 

Much of foe credit must go 
to John Kear. who took over 
from Phil Larder after a poor 
opening to the campaign. 

“J think John has done a su- 
perb job,” his captain, Paul 
Broadbcnt, said. “He sends you 
out full of confidence and, once 
foe confidence is there, foe 
performances follow.” 

The bedding down of new 
players has also helped. English 
si gning s Martin Wood and Nick 
Pinkney and overseas imports. 


such as Willie Morganson and 
Whetu Taewa, are, in Broad- 
bent’s words, “showing foe abil- 
ity they have and why they 
were brought to foe dub”. 

Wigan's biggest bonus is foe 
return to last season's form of 
Henry Paul who showed 
against Leeds on Monday that, 
when on song, there is no more 
potent match-winner. Simon 
Haugbton faces a fitness test. 

Teams from outride Super 
League also have Old 'frafford 
in their sights tomorrow as foey 
contest foe semi-finals of foe Di- 
visional Premiership. White- 
haven have been impressive 
under Stan Martin, but are un- 
likely to cope with Hull at The 
Boulevard. Huddersfield's visit 
to Keighley is harder to predict. 
• Jean-Marc Garcia, the 26- 
year-old French international 
winger, has left Sheffield by mu- 
tual consent after three seasons 
with foe Super League dub and 
return Ed to France, 

- Dove Hadfieid 


Jonas Bjorkman beat Omar 
Camporese in a five-set battle 
to give Sweden a 1-0 lead over 
Italy in their Davis Cup semi- 
final in Norrkopping yester- 
day. 

The veteran Italian pushed 
Bjorkman, a semi-finalist at 
the US Open earlier this month, 
to a first-set tie-break, but the 
Swede eventually prevailed 
6-7, 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3 in three 
hours and 24 minutes. 

Thomas Enqvist was due to 
face Renzo Furian in the second 
singles, while Bjorkman and 
Nickias Kulti, doubles finalists 
at foe US Open, meet Cam- 
porese and Diego NargLso in to- 
day's doubles. 

Boris Becker blasted his 
way past Luis Herrera in 
straight sets to give Germany a 
1-0 lead over Mexico in their 
World Group qualifying round 
in Essen. 

Becker won 7-5, 6-2. 6-3, 
needed just two hours to beat 
the Mexican. He used the fast 
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Kent are releasing seamerc Tim 
wren and Ntek Preston at the and of 
the season. Wren, Z7, made 30 first- 
class appearances tor the county ri 
seven years, whte 25-yearotd Pre- 
ston has not played flrst-dass crick- 
et this summer. 

Football 

John Owens has been appointed as 
the manager of the Bigtand £«rt-pro- 
fesstonal team Mowing the mag- 
nation of Ron ReW to take up 
coaching duties at Oldham. 

Gary GOespfe. the farmer Scotland 
defender, has signed for tha Icis 

League dub ^tesbuy. 
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ed their sponsorship deal with the 
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indoor carpel surface to his frill 
advantage. 

Becker broke for a 6-5 lead 
in the first sei and then went on 
to win foe next six games, in the 
process closing the first set 7-5 
and taking a 5-0 in the second. 

“1 bad trouble reading his 
serve at the beginning. But 
once I broke him. 1 took con- 
trol,” Becker, who had wasted 
two break points in the seventh 
game, said 

The three-times Wimble- 
don champion cruised to hold 
a 5-2 lead in the third set. He 
dropped his serve while serving 
for foe match but broke right 
back to put Germany ahead. 

“1 lost my concentration a bit 
at the end,” said Becker, who 
has announced his retirement 
from Grand Slam singles play. 

Becker had not played com- 
petilively since injuring himself 
at a tournament in Stuttgart in 
July. He missed the US Open 
because of the death of his man- 
ager. 


In another qualifying 
round match in Harare. 
Thomas Muster and Byron 
Black had little trouble in 
their opening singles matches 
to leave Zimbabwe and Aus- 
tria level at 1-1. 

Black beat the Austrian No 
2. Gilbert Schallcr. in straight 
sets 6-3. b-2, 6-1. Muster's all- 
around power was too much For 
Black's younger brother Wayne, 
and he coasted to a 6-3, 6-0, 
6-4 victory. Both matches last- 
ed only 90 minutes each. 

Muster served JU aces in 
overwhelming the second- 
ranked Zimbabwean, also using 
cross-court forehand passes to 
great effect. 

The pattern was set early 
when Muster broke Black's 
second service game, then 
broke three times in the second 
set. 

Black made a fight of it in the 
final set, but Muster pulled 
away from 4-1, serving out ihe 
match at love. 
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A summer weekend 
on two wheels 


late summer’s Sun- bikes to cheer Cari Fogarty in the 
eaveiu Many of the World Superbike event. Britain’s most 
i veiled to the Kent celebrated and accomplished rider 
id to marvel as the since Barry Sheene is another reason 
11 Mackenzie, con- why the class's popularity has mush- 
patch on a purple roomed over the past five years: in 
ng the British So- 500cc GPs there are no Britons riding 
iship for the second the handbuQt, infernally overpowered 

machines; in 

” Superbikes, 

PHOTOGRAPHS beats allcomers 

with metro- 

BY ROBERT 


Brands Hatch on a late summer’s Sun- 
day is two-wheel heaven.' Many of the 
thousands who travelled to the Kent 
circuit last weekend to marvel as the 
veteran Scot, Niall Mackenzie, con- 
tinued his purple patch on a purple 
Yamaha by winning the British Su- 
perbike Championship for the second 

successive sea- 

son have a dis- 
tinct advantage ■«-% tt 
over other sport- jf |j[Vj I 
ing spectators. 

For they live UV D ( 

the dream; the ^ 

motorcycles they Tjr A t 

ride are near xl/vl 

replicas of the 
machines which 

the professionals hurl around at 
breathtaking velocity. 

It is the key to Superbikes 1 popu- 
larity in Britain over the blue riband, 
rival, grand prix circuit. That was 
illustrated last month when some 
60,000 spectators - British motor- 
sport's second biggest crowd after the 
Formula One circus at Silverstane - ar- 
rived at Brands Hatch on a fleet of 


HALLAM 


}R b K I nomic regulari- 

ULAVi ty. And after 

r a u cheering the 

LAJVl Blackburn Bul- 

let to victory, for 
: a relatively 

modest £1ZOOO it is possible to ride 
away from tb*’ circuit on afacsimile of 
his scarlet Ducati 916 dream machine. 

If watching sport is a vicarious ex- 
perience, then the latest Italian, British 
and Japanese road bikes bring anyone 
with a full licence and enoughcash dose 
to the thrills of professional road rac- 
ing. Manna on a motorcyde. 

— Andrew Martin 


Stiperblkes day at Brands Hatch (clockwise, from ^top): Chris WhJIcer 
leads the field round Druids bend on the first lap of the second British 
Superbikes Championship race; Eric Jones prepares his son Paul’s machine 
for the Shell Advance 125 British championship event; two-wheels heavily 
outnumber four in the car park; a novel way to keep helmets safe; and Ian 
Simpson rides high on his Ducati in the first Superbikes race. 
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technology is so superior it's been banned worldwide from the 1998 Touring Car Championships. 

AU< ? ■ ^ . ’ ■ norhabs we should race something with three wheel drive. Ernie the Milkman is on standby. 

To even things up pernop 

Audi/ 

* Vorsprung durehTeehnik v 
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‘Mick was a man of his time and bestrode it like a Hercules’ 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Big Mick was one of the leg- 
endary figures, but his team 
were struggling. There were 
two schools of thought about 
this. One held that far from k»- 
ing his touch he'd built a use- 
ful side at The Old Cornfield, 
while turning the club around 
from h anlm iptry anri b uilding 

the country's best youth system. 
They were only bottom, point- 
less and goalless because of a 
series of unfortunate injuries, 
poor refereeing decisions and 
downright bad hick. This was 
the view I held 

The other theory was that 
Big Mick was a relic from the 
days when the coach was a ve- 
hicle not a visionary. When a 
sheepskin coat, a handful of 
caps - flat rather than in- 
ternational - and a few choice 
words of Anglo-Saxon were all 
a manager needed He was still 
thumbing through the -Roth- 


mans while his counterparts 
were checking airline timeta- 
bles. The only videos he 
watched were on his own with 
a can of lager on channe l 24 in 
his hotel room, not with the 
back five and an isotonic drink. 
Mick had to go before he took 
the dub, and its share price, 
down for good This was the 
view I told Sir Hirem Firem 
when we co-inddentally met at 
his golf club last week. 

Still, I was surprised when 
Mick called me this m orning in 
tears to say he’d got the sack. 
Fd have liked to bave lent a 
sympathetic ear, but I had Sir 
Hirem on call waiting so I told 
Mick Td put in a good word for 
him if the chance arose. 

True to my word I was able 
to do that within hours at the 
press conference. “'When the 
history books are written “Big 
Mick” will go down as one of 


the great managers at the Old 
Cornfield," I said “He was a 
man of his time and bestrode 
it like a Hercules.” 

Fm sure Mick will have 
been touched by that, he always 
liked those Italian players. Fm 
sure he would've understood I 
was only trying to be honest 
when I was forced to add: - 
“However, the game has 
moved on and this club has to 
do the same. Sir Hirem, un- 
derstandably in view of Big 
Mick's achievements, stood by 
his manager a little too long. 
Not Sir Hirem should be 
blamed, loyalty is much' un- 
dervalued in football today 
and I just hope I can save him 
from paying for it by clearing 
up the awful mess Mick has 
landed me with." 

I could see the press boys 
lit up when I said that last bit 
so I had to add, slowly in case 


their tape recorders were not 
working: “I tell you lads, TVe 
been called into some tricky 
jobs in my time, but this is the 
worst. We may have only 
played five matches but already 
a very hard season is ahead of 
us and merely surviving will be 
an achievement to r ank with 
the 1987 promotion I. gained 
with Blackferm Rovers.” 

. They were scribbling' away 
now, so I finished with: “Trago 
ing to need aB my experience. 
Fve teamed a lot in this game, 
from BfllShsnJdy, Ron Knee 
and, dear Kg Mkfchimsdf; and 
Fm going to need to draw on 
all of it Now, who wants some 
of this champagne.” 

After a few glasses with 
some of my old muckers, and 
some non-attributable exam- 
ples of Mick’s negjlect, I had a 
quick word with the physio. It 
seems Siaun Prone, England's 


midfield passing maestro who 
has been injured for two years, 
should be back on Saturday. So 
should centre-half and captain 
Cliff Phace. 

Pgn Massive, the wayward 
Paraguayan striker, is back 
from World Cup duty and 
goalkeeper Ivor Panic’s sus- 
pension is over. Since we’ve 
played the top five clubs al- 
ready, thing s are definitely 
looking up. 

Oh, there was a good omen 
too. No mention in dispatch- 
es in yesterday’s “bung" in- 
quiry. Not that I was nervous, 
min d you, but one or two gen- 
erous gestures in the past may 
have been mis-in te rpreted. 
Must go, the mobile’s ringing 
and T 1 think it’s my contact in 
Norway. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Glean Moore 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE PREVIEW 


Tough day for the 
grey-hair brigade 


This weekend’s matches 
could have tonsorial 
implications for several 
managers. Phil Shaw takes 
a look at the games 
which carry the danger 
of premature ageing. 

Fabrizio Ravaneili is to return 
from Italy following the failure 
of transfer talks with Milan, but 
not in time to ease Middles- 
brough's injury woes as they play 
host to a Birmingham City 
team vying for the First Division 
leadership. 

Bryan Robson said that Ra- 
vaneili had assured him be 
would be back at the Riverside 
Stadium next week. The Boro 
manager will then discuss the 
player's position with the chair- 
man, Steve Gibson. Ibday, Rob- 
son welcomes back Paul Mersoc, 
who missed the Coca-Cola Cup 
defeat of Barnet, but could be 
without as many as 10 players. 

Ravaneili does not belong to 
the “grey hair club", which 
would be surprising had Kevin 


Keegan not coined the expres- 
sion to describe the effects of 
management. Chris Kamara, 
who has yet to display the out- 
ward symptoms, currently sits on 
top of the table but could find 
his Bradford City side not even 
in the play-off zone by the time 
they play at Chariton tomorrow. 

Kama ra wfll take keen in- 
terest in West Brom v Swindon, 
the clubs directly below Brad- 
ford. A draw would suit him 
nicely, although they have not 

managed one in seven meetings 
at The Hawthorns. 

TWo of the more literally- 
minded members of Keegan's 
dub face especially important 
fixtures.^ Peter Reid’s Sunder- 
land, having highlighted the 
volatility of the section by win- 
ning 4-0 at Bradford and 1-0 at 
Birmingham, now receive a 
Waives side themselves only 
three points off pole position. 

Mike Walker, who saw Nor- 
wich leak four goals without re- 
ply at home to Charlton in 
midweek, has the onerous task 
of trying to halt Manchester 
City’s mini-revival. 


The Norwich manager looks 
a model of security compared 
with Stockport’s Gary Megson 
and Huddersfield’s Brian Hor- 
ton. Their teams, occupying 
thebottom two places and with- 
out a League win, &ce each oth- 
er at Edge ley Park, where the 
natives are reportedly restless. 

Bruce Grobbelaar is in line 
for his Oxford debut against 
Sheffield United, 48 hours after 
the FA charged him with break- 
ing its rules on betting. 

Chris Widdle could be for- 
given for wishing he bad joined 
Nottingham Forest last spring. 
Burnley have provided a night- 
marish start to what few doubt- 
ed would be a glittermg career 

in managenMxrt-cme^al in sev- 
en Second Division games - al- 
though history affcts hope today. 

Forty-nine derbies with Pre- 
ston at Turf Moor have not pro- 
duced a 0-0 draw. What’s more, 
Whddle has a new striker - 
Gerry Creaney, on loan from 
Manchester Gty - while Pre&on 
conceded ax at Blackburn in the 
week. It may not quite be time 
to reach for the Grecian 2000. 



Fabrizio Ravaneili: Due back at Middlesbrough next week Photograph: Em pics 


Joy and commitment form partnership in pursuit of acceptance 


FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 


No 224 
WOMEN'S 
FOOTBALL 
BY 

LORRAINE 
AS HARD 


“Twenty-two blokes kicking a 
hag of air around," was my 
brother's response when he 
learnt that Td taken up football. 
A Philistine’s description of 
the “Beautiful Game," I agree, 
but not as predictable as the 
usual “women can’t play foot- 
ball". And it plagues me be- 
cause most people that say that 
“women can’t play football" 
have never witnessed a 
women's football match. After 
all, the average attendance fig- 
ure for a women’s footy match 
□ever exceeds five, and that in- 
cludes the ref and linesmen. 
You might occasionally spot one 
man arid his dog loitering on the 
sidelines - his dog being his al- 
ibi should anyone catch him ac- 
tually watching the game. 

But while most find the 
concept of a woman playing 
football little more than a nov- 
elty, to some it is an unwelcome 
aberration, an affront to the 
vety masculinity of the sport. 
One only dare mention the 


word “football" and “women" 
in the same sentence and 
grown men turn into Alf Gar- 
net, spouting indignation in 
every direction. 

However, people are be- 
coming more receptive to 
women's football. It may be a 
sign of the times that a leading 
sports manufacturer included a 
women’s match in its recent ad- 
vertising campaign. There are 
also football boots, designed ex- 
clusively for women, if the mak- 
ers are to be believed. We even 
have our own publication. On 
the Ball, a monthly magazine 
dedicated to the women's game. 

On a personal level, I was in- 
vited to play for my works 
team (all male, of course). 
Normally, I would never play 
with or against men, but on this 
occasion I jumped at the op- 
portunity because I knew I 
could gain a rare insight into the 
men’s game. So, what exactly 
are the differences? I noticed 
within the first two minutes that 


I couldn't hope to keep pace 
wiih the lads. Even the unfittest 
caused a problem because of 
the difference in physique. 

So unless you happen to be 
Lightning from Gladiators , 
you’ll never be able to match 
a man for power. As a result 
of this deficit I was left stand- 
ing whenever an opponent 
used a turn of pace on me. I 
bandied with the idea of “tak- 
ing him out" (and I don’t 
mean for a spot of lunch), but 
decided against this as I sus- 
pected Fd oome off a lot worse. 

But this doesn’t mean that 
women don’t tackle. Fbotball is 
a physical game, whether it be 
men .or women, and tackling is 
unavoidable. I stuck my foot in 
front of an oncoming forward 
bearing down at goal, “bear” 
being the operative word and, 
to the delight of my team- 
mates, I hod nicked the ball, 1 
la Bobby Moore. It was stu- 
pidity more than judgement, 
but Fd proved I could tackle. 


The uninit iated sometimes 
ask me if women possess the 
technical capabilities needed, 
namely heading and chesting 
the ball. Fli freely admit that 
Fve seen gids shy away from an 
aerial challenge, preferring to 
relinquish possession. How- 
ever' Fve also seen many men 
do exactly the same. Personally, 
I love heading the ball It re- 
ally is more to do with personal 
preference than gender. 

Chesting seems to cause the 
most curiosity among the scep- 
tical. Can we do it? Does it 
hurt? It’s as easy for me to 
chest the ball as any man - pos- 
sMy because I have the same 
size chest For the more gen- 
erously endowed, it works the 
same way. It doesn’t hurt as 
long as you do it right T have 
seen some women run for sev- 
eral yards with the ball pre- 
cariously balanced on their 
chest but this seems more an 
advantage than a hindrance to 
me. I will concede that there 


are some women who pose 
more of a threat to themselves 
than the opposition, their am- 
ple cleavage threatening to 
knock them oid every time they 
run. Bat there’s nothing a 
good sports bra won’t fbd 

For the perversely interest- 
ed who ask how the manager 
gets on in the dressing-room 
should he be a bloke. Well, it’s 
simple. He knocks on the door 
before entering. 

The women’s game really 
does have the same ingredients 
as the men’s - flowing football, 
full-blooded tackles and spec- 
tacular goals (sometimes). So, 
wbile we strive for acceptance 
in the game, we play, not far mo- 
mentary gain, but for the sheer 
joy of ft. Fm confident anyone 
who's worked with a women’s 
team wfflteU you women are to- 
tally committed. We don’t want 
to beat yon at your game, we 
want to join you. God bless all 
those who love the “Beautiful 
Game", man or woman. 



AROUND 

THE 

WORLD 

BY 

RUPERT 

METCALF 


Now Maradona wants to emigrate to Cuba 


Argentina 

Despite launching yet anoth- 
er comeback last weekend, 
Diego Maradona declared on 
Thursday that his retirement 
is imminent once more - and 
that he wants to defect to 
Cuba. 

Maradona, who played In 
two World Cup finals for Ar- 
gentina, said: “Fm dose to re- 
tiring. Td go to Cuba for Fidel 
[Castro], the warm climate 
and because I get on very well 
with the Cubans." He fre- 
quently visits Cuba and counts 
Castro, the country’s leader, as 
a dose friend. 


The 36-year-old scored 
from the penalty spot as his 
dub, Boca Juniors, beat 
Newell's Old Boys 2*1 in Bue- 
nos Aires last Sunday. Mara- 
dona had been provisionally 
suspended by the Argentine 
Fbotball Association after fail- 
ing a drugs test which followed 


but last week a federal court or- 
dered the ban to be lifted 
pending an investigation into 
thctestsoughtbyheIawyer.lt 
was the third time Maradona, 
who has served two 15-month 
suspensions since 1990, had 
failed a drugs test. 

Maradona’s sudden interest 


in emigrating may well’ be 
linked to what happened on 
Wednesday, when a Buenos 
Aires appeals court rejected his 
plea to be judged by a federal 
court for wounding journalists 
with an air-gun in 1994. The 
case will now be heard by a 
provincial court, which is more 
likely to impose a jail term 
rather than sentence him to do 
soda! work. 

Egypt 

Tomorrow’s final of the Fife 
World Under- 1 7 Champion- 
ship in Cairo, between Kuril 
and Ghana, will be overshad- 


owed by controversy. Ghana 
beat Spain 2-1 in Thursday’s 
semi-final -whk± was not a re- 
sult that the Spanish coach was 
happy with. Juan Santisteban 
accused the Africans of pack- 
ing their side with over-aged 
players. 

“I can recognize at least 

eight of them who were mem- 
bers of the Ghanaian Under- 
17 team in the 1991 World Cup, 
which would make them 23 
years old now," an angry San- 
tisteban alleged. “But the Gha- 
naian team is well known for 
bringing older players, and 
professionals." He <fid admit 
that Ghana deserved to win. 


Ghana’s coach, Emman uel 
Afranie, did not comment on 
Santisteban’s accusations. 

Spain 

Jorge \%ldano lost his job as 
coach of Valencia this week - 
because he cannot count. In 
Sunday's 2-1 defeat to Celta 
Vigo Valdano wrongly intro- 
duced a fifth foreigner as a sub- 
stitute, was forced to remove 
him fay the referee, and had to 
watch, his side complete the 
game with 10 players. “I ask far 
forgiveness because I am the 
only one responsible," Val- 
dano said. In vain... 


SIDELINES 


Everybody needs 
good neighbours 



THE 

EX-FILES 


Wimbledon .and Palace 
were snuggling up in terms 
of trading personnel long 
before they started 
cohabiting at Sdburst Park. , • - , 

As long ago as 1931, Palace signed Howard Barnes and 
Oswald Parry from the amateurs of Plougi Lane. John 
Cartwright, later a top FA coach, took the opposite route 
32 years later, but the recent, almost incestuous 
relationship started at boardroom leveL Ron Noades, 
having steered Wimbledon into the League, became 
Palace chairman in 1980. After he went back for manager 
Dario Gtadi, players began moving between the dubs like 
neighbours popping round for a. cup of sugar. Glyn 
Hodges, Steve Ketteridge and Steve Galliers «t the trend, 
the latter soon switching back. Eric Young and Andy 
Thom also went from SW19 to SE25, Thom going via 
Newcastle before returning to Wimbledon from Palace. 
Dave Rassftiiy who had guided Wimbledon into the top 
flight, did little to m aintain the tradition while in charge of 
Palace, where former Dons captain Ray Lewington 
r emains as coach. Gwen the “ nmmitab ie law of the ex 
decrees that players invariably score against their old duh. 
Palace s hould pay special heed today to Nefl Sullivan’s 
booming kicks, the Wimbledon keeper having swapped 
- amps far a solitary loan appearance five years ago. 


Ten things 
that Derby 
County’s 
■ Costa 
Rican 
Paulo 
Wanchope 
might be 
missing 
today 

1 Butterflies. Costa 
Rica has more than 750 
erratic varieties. 

2 A cup of Dorado. Cof- 
fee is the major product 
of the “Rich Coast”. 

3 The “eternal spring" 
donate of San Jose: 85 
degrees year round and 
sunny. Much like Der- 
by’s, really, with warmth 
and sunshine added! 

4 Gallo pinto (literally 
“speckled rooster”), foe 
national staple dish of 
rice and beans. 

5 Rainforests with par- 
rots, monkeys, iguanas, 
pumas and the unique 
golden toad, said to re- 




FAR FROM 
HOME 


semble JIm Smith but 
with only two chins. 

6 Bullfighting: a compas- 
sionate variety, in which 
bulls are never killed. 

7 Guaro, the local fire- 
water. The strongest 
home-brew varieties act 
as aphrodisiacs to those 
they don’t kill. 

8 Playa Uva, a glorious 
surfing beach. 

9 The Areoal volcano, 
whose red-hot rock 
showers ill umin ate the 
night sky, rather tike the 
Pride Park floodlights 
(except when Wimble- 
don visit). 

10 Earthquakes. 



NAME OF THE GAME 

No 1: SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 


Sheffield Wednesday are the only major dub in Britain 
to take their name from a day of the week. The fifth 
oldest dub in the F,emiership or Football League, they 
were formed in 1867 by members of the Sheffield 
Wednesday Cricket Qub, who met on Wednesday half- 
holidays. The name stuck until they became Sheffield 
Wednesday in 1929. 



THIS 

WEEK 




HISTORY 

LESSON 


On 21 September 1974, 
Manchester United beat 
Bristol Rovers 2-0' to. retain 
their spot at the top of the 
Second Division, while 
Blackburn Rovers were in 
eighth place - in the Third 
Division. Queen's Park 
Rangers, still reeling from 
the sale of captain Tferry 
Venables to Crystal Palace, 
lost to 2-1 to Newcastle. 
Newcastle's Malcolm Mac- 
donald said afterwards that 
QPR’s Stan Bowles (a fellow 
England international) had 
been deliberately trying to 
get Newcastle players in. 
trouble with the referee. 
“Football is coming to some- 
thing when a player does that 
to a fellow professional He’s 
become a ay baby,” he said. 
Bobby Chariton, player- 
manager of Third Division 
Preston, was named as a con- 
tender for the Fbotballer of 
the Month Award. 


Fbrget Vinnie Jones and 
Ian Wright When it comes 
to indiscipline surely nobody 
could match Frank Barson, 
who played for Barnsley, 
Aston Villa, Manchester 
United, Hartlepools United 
and Wigan Borough- 
Suspended at least 12 
times in his career, Barson- 
was regularly disciplined by 
his awn dubs. On one oc- 
casion he was even said to 
have pulled a gun on his 
manager at Aston Villa. 

Barson V notoriety 

reached a high in 1928, 
= when he was banned for six 
■ months for kicking an op- 
1 ponent while playing for 
1 Watford. Five thousand fans 
\ took up his cause by signing 
■; a petition, which was deliv- 
: ered to an unsympathetic 
! FootbaU Association by the 
I mayor of Watford. The pe- 
. tition was ceremonially 
j burned in his presence. 


THIS WEEK'S TRANSFERS 


Tore Pederson (St Paufl to Black- 
burn) . 

Paul Shaw (Arsenal to Mlwafl) 
Mark K*h (Lazio to Baton) 


P**i WiBdnoon (Bnmstey to tMwaf) 

U»n ibwitoy ptmanham to Brent, 
fore) 

lm Pearce (Blackburn to West 

Ham) 

Kevin Gage (Preston to HuB) 


Derek Fleming (Dunfermflne 
Dundee) 

George Shaw (Dundee to Dl 
famine) 

Loans 

Paul Bocfln (Reading to Wycomt 

Slam Hawes (Shaft Utd to Dt 




vine* Ovenon (Buntoy u Shrei 
bury) 

Colin West (Leyton Orient 


Corfrfcufws: PM Shaw, Nick Harris, Paul Newman 

Sond te SHdtnee, Sports Da 
in* Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El 4 9 
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United fear falling victim to the Fenerbahce factor 


Following their 
successful European 
exertions, the portents 
are good for the chasing 
pack to make some 
headway on the 
Premiership's defending 
champions: Ph3 Show 
looks at the weekend 
ahead, while Nick Harris 
(below) analyses the 
programme match by 
match. 


Premature as it may be for the 
pretenders to Manchester 
United's crown to be clutching 
at straws, those pursuing the 
Premiership leaders will put 
their faith in the Fenerbahce 
factor when Alex Ferguson's 
side visit Bolton today. 

Last autumn, four days af- 
ter beating the Turkish cham- 
pions in Istanbul, United were 
humbled 5-0 at Newcastle. 
They then succumbed 6-3 at 
Southampton, relinquished a 
40-year unbeaten home record 
in Europe to Fenerbabce.and 
went down at home to Chelsea, 
all in less rhap a fortnight. 

A coincidence, perhaps, but 
the record reveals that three of 
United's five League defeats 
came on the back of exertions 
in Europe. Further evidence of 


the attritional effects of the 
Champions’ League came 
when they also let West Ham 
and Middlesbrough snatch 
draws in the final 10 minutes. 

While this week's 3-0 suc- 
cess in Slovakia did not strdtch 
United unduly, the party did 
not touch down at Manchester 
until 2am on Thursday. Fer- 
guson, who has often seemed 
to be demanding preferential 
treatment from the fixture- 
makers, is doubtless relieved 
that the follow-up game in- 
volves minimal travelling. 

Having said that, the Unit- 
ed manager would not have 
picked a derby against a team 
bursting to gain their inaugur- 
al victory at the Reebok Stadi- 
um. Bolton have another, 
powerful incentive: town pride 


was hurt by United's 6-0 stroll 
at Bumden Park 18 months 

Colin Todd is likely to blood 
Mike Whitlow, a left -hack freed 
by Bolton as a teenager but re- 
signed from Leicester for 
£500,000 yesterday. There will 
also be a debut for a Wfcnderer 
called Fish - Mark of that Ok - 
after the South African centre- 
back’s £2m move from Lazio. 

Ferguson, whose strikers 
account for just three of Unit- 
ed’s 12 goals, could turn to die 
fit-agam Ole GunaarSo&kjaer. 
Teddy Sheringham, spotted in 
Kosice testing his recovery 
from a rib injury by crashing 
into a tackle-bag like a rugby 
prop, is also in the frame. 

Welcome as that news will 
be for Glenn Hoddle, given the 
unavailabQty of Alan Shearer 


and possibly Les Ferdinand 
for next month's crucial World 
Cup qualifier in Italy, the Eng- 
land manager might be tempt- 
ed to look in on Southampton. 

Matthew Le Ussier is in the 
home squad for the first time 
since breaking an elbow in 
pre-season, and a spectacular 
re-enuy might just put him in 
the reckoning for Rome. The 
other attraction is the likely re- 
turn to Liverpool's attack of 
Robbie Fowler, who fell out of 
favour with Hoddle before bis 
options began to be depleted. 

Liverpool, who were em- 
broiled in a sapping Anglo- 
Scotiish struggle at Celtic on 
Ibesday, tended to win their 
matches after Continental 
combat last season, although 
their heaviest reverse, 3-0 at 


bottom-placed Blackburn 
Rovers, followed the 6-3 win 
over Swiss club Sion. 

It should be pointed exit, too, 
that Newcastle had been in Bu- 
dapest prior to that epic rout of 
Manchester United. Now, hav- 
ing exceeded expectations in 
their triumph against Catalo- 
nia’s representative XI. the 
Geordie national team take on 
the East End of London. West 
Ham introduce Ian Pearce 
againq Fa us duo Asprflla alter 
his£13m move from Blackburn. 

The capital’s early chal- 
lengers. Chelsea and Arsenal, 
tangle tomorrow, having en- 
dured mixed fortunes in Eu- 
rope. The rival managers, Ruud 
Gunk and Arsene Wenger, will 
send out line-ups largely devoid 
of Englishmen. But exciting as 


the prospect of Gianfranco 
Zola and Dennis Bergkamp 
pulling the strings may be, Gul- 
lit's predecessor, Hoddle, would 
probably settle for Ian Wright 
emerging unscathed by con- 
troversy or injury*. 

Another sign of the times 
was the sight of Evenon and 
Tottenham - self-elected mem- 
bers of the “Big Five" before 
Newcastle blew that conceit out 
of the water - scraping slender 
Coca-Cola Cup wins over 
Scunthorpe and Carlisle re- 
spectively, while supposedly 
lesser brethren were stepping 
out in Madrid and Bordeaux. 

Everton contest points with 
Barnsley for the first time in 45 
years knowing that anything 
less than victory would prompt 
severe unrest among the Good- 


ison Park faithful. Howard 
Kendall knows Danny Wil- 
son's wiles all loo well from his 
previous job, Barnsley having 
embarrassed Sheffield United 
twice Iasi season. 

Spurs would have been in 
crisis bad they not scored two 
late goals to win 3-2 against 
their Second Division visitor*. 
Calls for the head of Gcriy 
Francis, first heard during the 
collapse at Leicester, could 
surface again if they labour 
against Blackburn. 

Yet the manager under the 
greatest pressure is David 
Pleat. Sheffield Wednesday 
took maximum points from 
the first four games a year ago. 
but receive Coventry tying 19th 
and smarting from a 2-0 defeat 
at Grimsby. 


York® 2 


Aston Villa v Derby 


3 


Lewfing scorer 
Last season: 2-0 


SoMrtdjp. Erato 
n ai Tj l. Hunc 
Wmchopel 



Aston Villa’s Yugoslav midfielder Sasa Currie is likely to start his first 
match of the season, having impressed with his appearance as a sec- 
ond-half substitute against Bordeaux in Tuesday's 0-0 Uefe Cup tie. 
Simon Grayson, who was taken off against Bordeaux after felling ill. 
has recovered and Brian Little has an otherwise fit squad to choose 
from as his side go in search of their third win in a row. 

Danish international Jacob Laursen will play for Derby despite 
having a broken nose. The defender missed the Rams' mid-week 
Coca-Cola Cup victory over Southend after suffering the broken 
nose in last week's 3- 1 win over Everton but has declared himself 
fit Lee Carsley should return after recovering from a dead leg. as 
should Stefeno Eranio (hamstring) and Igor Stimac (knee). Darryl 
Powell, who is due for a scan on a knee injury, has been ruled out 
and defender Matt Carbon is out for six weeks after he damaged 
his Achilles in training. Derby are looking-for their first away points 
of the season after I -0 defeats at Blackburn and Tottenham. 


Bolton v Manchester Utd 

Blake 3 



Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Cole, Keane 
Beckham 2 



South African defender Mark Fish should make his debut for Bolton 
after finally being granted a work permit. Mike Whitlow, sirred yes- 
terday from Leicester for £500,000, could also start helping to al- 
leviate an injury crisis that has seen half the squad in for treatment 
in the past week. Alan Thompson (ankle), Gerry Taggart (hamstring) 
and Scott Sellars (thij^i strain) are all doubtful, while Robbie Elliott 
(leg) and Neil Cox (hamstring) are out John McGinlay is expected 
to have recovered from an Achilles strain. 

Ole Gunnar Sdslqaer. Manchester United's leading goalscorer last 
season, is likely to be in the squad. The Norwegian striker has not 
played since taking a kick on his ankle during a pre-season friendly 
with Internationale. Teddy Sheringham could play after recovering 
from cracked ribs, and Ryan Giggs may return, after missing the mid- 
week Champions’ League win against Kosice in Slovakia because of 
a hamstring problem. United will wait to see whether David Beck- 
ham suffers any reaction to his groin injury. 


Everton v Barnsley 

Stuart 2 Leading scorer- Redfaan»3 





Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 


Howard Kendall names Nick Barmby in his starting line-up despite 
-llan argument between the pair last week Barmby was on the bench 
when Everton tost 3- 1 at Derby and was angry that he had not been 
called upon when striker Michael Branch was injured. Neville Southall 
should return in goal and Danny Williamson should have recovered 
from a groin strain but Gareth Fariefly is doubtful (knee). Midfield- 
er joe Parkinson will have another operation on his knee injury next 
month and is unlikely to play again until the New Year. 

Barnsley manager Danny Wilson is without five potential first- 
team players for today's trip to Goodison after a recent spate of 
injuries. Andy Liddell, Nicky Eaden and Jovo Bosancic all have thigh 
strains. John Hendne s still sidelined with a hamstring problem and 
Arjan de Zeeuw is doubtful after needing eight stitches in Ns knee 
following last weekend's defeat against Aston Villa. Goalkeeper David 
Watson returns to the squad after a long lay-off due to concussion 
and bruised kidneys and could press Lars Leese for a starting place. 


Leeds v Leicester 

Vftlbc* 4 La ndtag scorer Heskey MushaB 

Last season: 3-0 Bfcm.W*h2 


ds manager George Graham is set to name an unchanged side 
iwmg Tuesday's 3- 1 Coca-Cola Cup win over Bristol City Winger 
TO Ribeiro is in contention for a starting place after coming on 
scoring in midweek. Dutch defender Robert Molenaar has al- 
ly oveicome a groin strain. Winger Lee Sharpe will see a spo- 
rt at the end of next week about a pre-season knee injury which 
kept him out of action so fer this term. Leeds will be looking to 
j on last Sunday's 4-3 win over Blackburn, which ended a run 
inee defeats and no goals. 

.e, tester's Ian Marshall, who scored m the 2-1 Uefa Cup first 
iefeat to Athietico Madrid on Tuesday is hop.ngto play des^te 
fong a gash to his calf m Spain. He needed sever strtohes. but 
told manager Martin O'Neill that he is fit whjch 
.bee at the start for Steve Ciaridge. Leister ^ 

. has lead the Foxes to fifth place in the Premiership with II points 
r their first six games, is doubtful with a hamstring injury. 


Sheffield Wed v Coventry 

Carbone 4 Leading Koror Dublin 3 

Last season: (M> 

Afednesdav, who lost 2-0 at Gnmsby in the Coca-Cola Cup 
akand are' second from bottom oftheP.Bm^'p. rauW 
id Hirst back if he passes a fitness test on a calf Wj*- 
. Humphreys will also have a test after being cut wrthan 
y suffer^ in the reserves. Benito Carbone is still out.com- 

Strachan will delay his team se- 

«l immedS before 

ikers Dion DuWn (knee) and Darren Huderby (arWej to 
mm miui-v They were both missed during the midweek 
la Cup tie at the Second Division dub Blackpool, -which 
lost UX Kyte Lightbourne and Martin Joharsen^ho were 
3 nVo depJ«e fn Tuesday, will m h again <f either ofti* 

this season, have gained aH then' eight points from their 


..M0 STATISTICS 


How Wimbledon 
have narrowed the gap 

When they moved irtb SetourstPaikin 1991, 

Wimbledon were very much toe junioripartners 
in their ground-sharing scheme with Crystal 
Palace. The fact that Joe Kimear’s team go 
into today’s match between the two-sides as 
clear favourites is a dear indication of how 
the balance of power has shitted. 

While Palace have yo-yoed between the First 
Division and the Premiership, Wimbledon have 
firmly established themselves in the top flight 
Moreover, having been unable to keep up with 
the Vmnie Joneses on the pitch, palace: have also 
struggled to match Wimbledon off it 
In the first season of ground-sharing - when the two dubs 
were both in the top division - Palace’s average gate (17,61 8) was 
more than double Wimbledon's (6,905). The gap has narrowed every year 
since then to the point where Wimbledon were within 1 .000 of Palace's-. 
average last season, although the gulf has widened again since Palace's 
return to the Premiership. Last season Palace averaged 16.085 compared to 
Wimbledon’s 15,158. 

There appear to be two specific factors behind toe trend: Wimbledon's 
success, particularly when measured against Palace's'inconsistency, plus 
toe fact that for many visiting fans, unable to buy tickets for toeir own clubs' 
sell-out home games, an away match at Selhurst Park offers a rare chance to 
see toeir team in action. 

The general rise In Premiership gates is also clearly a factor When' the two 
teams last met in the Premiership in 1995 only 8,835 attended. Today that 
figure is likely to be doubled. 

Average crowds (000’s) since Wimbledon moved to Selburst Park 


1991-92 1992-93 

Statistics: Brian Sears 


1993-94 1994-95 



1995-96 1996-97 1997-98** 

* Palace in First Division 
after three games 
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LEADING SCORERS 


Lg CC FA Euro Tot 

1 Sutton (ffbum) „..7 10 0 8 

2 Galacher (B'bum) ..6 10 0 7 

3 Wright (Arsenal) ....6 0 0 0 6 

AsprBa (Newc) 2 0 0 4 6 

5 Bergkamp (ArsenaJ)5 0 0 0 5 

6 Carbone (SWbd).. 4 0 0 0 4 

Hartson (W Ham) ..4 0 0 ' 0 4 

Vial (Chelsea) 4 0 0 0 4 

Waflace (Leeds) 4 0 0 0 4 

Dahfin (B'bum) 2 0 0 4 

11 Blake (Bolton} 3 0 0 0 3 

Dubfin (Coventry) .3 0 0 0 3 

Ferdinand (Tott) 3 0 0 0 3 

Patrescu (CheJ) 3 0 0 0 3 

Davies (Soton) — 2 . 10 0 3 


t Southampton v Liverpool 

Dairies 3 Leading scorer Owen 3 

Last season: 0- 1 

Matthew Le Tesier may play for Southampton after making a mid- 
week comeback. Le Tissier. recovering from a broken elbow, scored 
a penalty in a reserve match against Mil (wall on Wednesday and will 
most Hkety start on the bench. Mickey Evans and teenager Kevin 
Davies, who both scored m Southampton's midweek 3- 1 Coca-Cola 
Cup win over Brentford, are likely to start up front for the Saints, 
although Norwegian Egit Ostensiad will have an injection on his in- 
jured ankle and then decide if he can play through the pain. 

Robbie Fowfer will almost certainly make his first Liverpool ap- 
pearance of the season. The England striker will probably start the 
game on the bench, with Michael Owen, who scored in Liverpool's 
2-2 Uefa Cup draw against Celtic on Tuesday, continuing up front 
alongside Karlheinz Riedle. Full-back Rob Jones s out with a knee 
problem, which should open the door for Jason McAteer's come- 
back. Steve Harfcness. ruled out in Glasgow because of a groin strain, 
is doubtful 




Tottenham v Blackburn 

Fenfinand 3 Leading scorer Sutton 8 

Last season: 2-1 



Tottenham are likely to start without Neale Fenn, who scored in 
the first minute and was then stretchered off during the narrow 
3-2 win over Second Division dub Carlisle in the Coca-Cola Cup 
in midweek. Gerry Francis will rely on 24-year-old Paul Mahom and 
Portugese striker Jose Dominguez up front in the absence of the 
injured Les Ferdinand Steffi versen and Rory Allen. Chris Armstrong, 
suspended after he was sent off in a reserve match, is also unavail- 
able. while Justin. Edinburgh returns after a ban. 

Blackburns Scottish international striker Kevin Gallagher, who has 
scored seven goals already this season, misses today's game with flu. 
Long-term absentees Stuart Ripley and Chris Coleman are still out 
Colin Hendry returns after he suffered a dead leg in last Sundays 
defeat by Leeds and Billy McKinlay is also fit again after a groin in- 
jury Marion Broomes and Damien Duff, who both played in Wsdnes- 
day's 6-0 win over Preston, are likely to start along with goalkeeper 
Alan Fettis, who was cup-tied for the midweek fixture. 



West Ham v Newcastle 


Hanson 4 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 0-0 


AsprBa 6 



Ian Rearce will make his West Ham debut after his £23m move 
from Blackburn playing a central defensive role alongside Rio Fer- 
dinand and David Unsworth. The Hammers are likely to be with- 
out Paul Krtson, who strained a groin muscle in the Coca-Cola Cup 
defeat at Huddersfield in midweek, and John Moncur (calf strain), 
lain Dowie and Frankie Lampard should deputise. Australian winger 
Stan Lazaridis is fit after recovering from a groin strain. 

Newcastle may be without defender Alessandro Pistone, still suf- 
fering from the effects of a virus which ruled him out of Wednes- 
day's 3-2 win over Barcelona. Stuart Pearce (hamstring) is also unlikely 
to play, and Alan Shearer, despite having the plaster removed from 
his broken ankle yesterday, will not be bad: for three months at least 
Defender Darren Peacock is not expected to start despite being 
on the bench for the past tvs© games and coming on against Barcelona. 
Otherwise. Kenny Dalglish has no further injury problems and has 
all of Wednesday’s winning squad at his disposal. 


Wimbledon v C Palace 

Con 3 Looting scorer Dyer. Lombardo 2 

Last season: No fixture 

Steve Coppell, whose side lost I -0 in midweek to Third Division 
Hull, goes into this "away" fixture at Selhurst Park (which his tide 
shares with Wimbledon) with severe injury problems in his squad. 
Defender Marc Edworthy. striker Paul Wbrhiu'st and midfielder Si- 
mon Rodger are all unlikely to play. England Under-2l striker Bruce 
Dyer and Kalian international Attilio Lombardo are doubtful. Palace, 
who have won two of their three away Premiership matches this 
season and lost all three at home, may be glad to be using the vis- 
itors' dressing room. 

Wimbledon’s Carl Cort is likely to renew the partnership with 
Efan Ekoku which helped beat Newcastle 3- 1 last week. Cort played 
alongside fellow underling Jason Euell gainst Millwall in midweek, 
scoring twice in the 5-1 Coca-Cola Cup win. but Euell picked up 
an injury which opens the way for Ekoku to return. Midfielder Rob- 
bie Earle has returned from World Cup duty with Jamaica and also 
looks likely to be included in Wimbledon's line-up. 

Tomorrow 

Chelsea v Arsenal 

VMT4 Leading scorer WVtfttfi 

Last season: 0-3 

Graeme Le Saux is available for Chelsea again after suspension and 
is likely to replace England mder-21 defender Danny Granville, who 
scored in Thursday's 2-0 European Cup^- Winners' Cup win over Slo- 
van Bratislava. Ruud Gullit has no major injuries and the same 21 - 
man squad to select from as in midweek. 

Arsenal have strier Dennis Ber^camp and French defender Giles 
Grimandi back in their squad for tomorrow's encounter at Stam- 
ford Bridge. There is a slight doubt over the fitness of French mid- 
fielder Patrick Vieira, who has a groin injury. Tony Adams will start 
after recovering from a rib injury He demonstrated his fitness with 
a fine performance on Tuesday m Greece in the I -0 Uefa Cup de- 
feat against PAOK Salonika. Marc Overmars has recovered from a 
{join injury and should start alongside compatriot Bergkamp. who 
missed the European fixture due to his fear of flying. Ber^camp will 
replace Nicolas Anefta, who deputised for him in Greece and should 
retain at least a place on the bench. 
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Major 
weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 

Today 

3.0 unless stated 

FA Carling Premier- 
ship 

1 Aston VBa v Oerey - 

2 Bolton v Mon Utd — • 

3 Barton v Barnsley- - 

« Leeds » LeeeatBf - - 

5 Shew Wed v Covertry 

fl Southamgion » Liwport 

7 Tottenham v BtactCDom — 

8 West Ham v Newcastle 

9 Wimbledon * C Pataca — - •• 

Nationwide Football 
League First Division 

10 Crewe w QPP — 

11 Ipswich v Stnto - - 

12 Mart Ctfy v Norench 

13 iMdtostxo v Bitringham - 

14 Nanm Forest v Portsmouth 

16 CMord Utd » Shell Utd 

16 Port Vale* Buy - 

17 Stodiport v Huddersfield — 

18 Sunderland v Wolves — 

19 Ttanmere v Hearing - 

20 WBA v Swndon - 


Second Division 

21 Stockport v Okttam 

22 Bristol Cay v Bournemouth 

23 Bumtoy v Preston 

24 Car isle v Plymouth 

25 Chesterfield v Bream Ftvrs - 

26 Gtonghamv Watford 

27 Grimsby v MSfcuaU 

28 Luton v Wrexham 

29 Northampton v Wigan ....... 

SO Southend v Rutom 

31 VUMsofl v YOrk. 

Third Division 

32 Bomet v Scmttwrpe 

33 Doncaster v Cambridge — 

34 Exeter v Rotherham— 

35 Ltacota v Cartfiff 

36 Mansfield v Chester 

37 Peterborough * L Orient 

38 Rochdale v Hid 

39 Scarbaro v MacctosMd 

- Deringt on v Hartlepool 

- Shrewsbury v Notts Co 

- Swansea v Crtchester 

- Tbrquay v Bnghton — ... — .... 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Celtic v Aberdeen 

41 *Dunfenrdne v Kftnonock 

42 Hearts v DimdM Utd-.... - 

43 Matherwel i Hbemtan - — 

44 St John s tone v Rangers 

• Ptaytng tomorrow (Pools parte/ w# 
adjuttcou 

First Division . , . 

46 Ayr y.Rahh 

48 Dundee v Hamtan - ...... 

47 FalAtr v St Mirren *_. 1 

48 Part** v Morton 

49 StHng v Airdrie 

Second Division 

- Clyde v Brecfm 

- Ctydebar* w Stsnhousemir 

- East Fite v Lhringston - 

- Forfar v Stranraer 

- Queen ot Sth v Inverness CT..— 

Third Division 

- ABbtan v Alloa 

- Aitxoah v Dumbarton 

- E Sbrfog v Montrose 

- Queens Ph v Cowdenbeath 

- Ross Co V Benmck 

Tomorrow 

4.0 untosc stated 

FA Carling Premier- 
ship 

Chelsea v Arsenal 

Nationwide Football 
League First Division 
Chariton v Bradford City [US 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

DirformSne v Kdmamoch (20) 
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Gary Mabbutt, at Tottenham’s training ground yesterday, benefits from an enviable chracteristic. ‘I seem to have the ability to work better when the odds an stacked against me’ 

Mabbutt resumes pursuit of final ambition 


Photograph: Peter Jay ’ ‘ 


Gary Mabbutt has faced 
some serious battles in his 16 
years at Tottenham. The 
centre-back, diagnosed as 
diabetic at 18, has just 
returned to Spurs’ first team 
after a year out recovering 
from a broken leg. Four years 
ago, he was sidelined by a 
fractured cheekbone and eye 
socket. But, as Ian Stafford 
discovered, at 36 he is still 
eager to fulfil his lasting 
ambition, to win a 
championship medal 


Spurs Lodge, early on Friday morn- 
ing. The first Tottenham player to ar- 
rive at the club's training ground is 
their captain for the past 10 seasons, 
Gary Mabbutt, eager to make up for 
lost time after losing the whole of last 
season through injury. 

Nobody gave Mabbutt, at the age 
of 36. much chance of regaining his 
first team place, against tough com- 
petition in the centre-back depart- 


ment, but writing the man off has 
proved before to be a mistake. 

He fully expects to be leading his 
team out ths afternoon at White Hart 
Lane against high-flying Blackburn, 
ironically the team against whom he 
sustained his broken tibia and fibia 
after just IS minutes of the Gist game 
of last season. * 

“I can’t deny the last year’s been 
hard for me,” Mabbutt admitted. “I 
hoped to be back playing after Christ- 
mas but complications arose and I was 
only really able to look ahead after 
my third and last operation in March. 
I spent the whole summer training to 
get back my fitness and, when I ran 
out as a substitute against Aston Vil- 
la earlier this month, in my first game 
back for over a year, it was a very big 
moment for me.” 

Others, after a career that has seen 
him win England caps, a Uefa Cup- 
winner’s medal and lift the FA Cup 
in 1991, might have called it a day, 
especially as all this has been achieved 
despite the daily battle of being a di- 
abetic. But not Mabbutt. Despite this 
being his worst injury by far, in a ca- 
reer that has been dominated by 16 
years aL Spurs, he never had any 


doubts that he would, once again, be 
wearing the famous white shirt. 

“1 always kriew Td be back,” he 
said. “When Iwas first diagnosed with 
diabetes, when I was 18 and playing 
for Bristol Rovers, people had serious 
doubts about whether I had a future 
in footbaJL Then, after the facial injury 
in 1993, when my cheekbone and eye 
socket were both broken in several 
places, some thought I was finished. 

“I don’t quite know why it is, but 
I’ve always been able to bounce 
bade. 1 seem to have the ability to 
work better when the odds are 
stacked against me, although maybe 
the fact that I’ve managed to build a 
career in football with diabetes has 
meant that Pm prepared to meet the 
challenges of injmy.” 

Whatever the reason, Mabbutt is 
well and truly back, and when you 
bear in mind that Spurs boast the likes 
of Sol Campbell, John Scales, Ramon 
Vega and Colin Calderwood all play- 
ing as centre-backs, room for the cap- 
tain was by no means a foregone 
conclusion. 

Yet be has returned to a familiar 
tune. Despite playing for one of the 
most prestigious dubs in England, if 


not in Europe, Mabbutt has never , 
won a I eague championship me daL 
'and although this SCaSCrn iriitS^ 
childhood days, Spurs have began in 
the same, erratic fashion that has 
dogged them for so many years, and 
when Spurs are bad, like at Leices- 
ter last Saturday, then they can be 
horrid. 

“It’s been my biggest disappoint- 
ment so far,” Mabbutt conceded. “Do 
you know, the last time Spurs won the 
league was in 1961, the year I was 
bora. Since I’ve played for them, 
we've had some brilliant players like 
Hoddle, Waddle, Gascoigne and 
Lineker, but we’ve never really seri- 
ously challenged far the tide. For a 
club like us, that’s very poor.” 

Does he know why this is so? 
“We’ve never been consistent,” Mab- 
butt replied, matte r-of-factly. “You 
have to be organised, disciplined 
and consistent to stand a.chance of 
winning the title. Certainly, when 
Ossie Ardiles was the manager, he 
went all out for total football, which 
meant trying to score as many goals 
as possible. We hardly did-any de- 
fensive work in training. It may sound 
great to try and win every game 4-3, 


but not if you're a defender;andyou 
-don’t win the league that way."- • 
have tnit tigafficanfiy 
unproved since Gerry Francis has 
been in charge, either, despite the for- 
mer QPR manager’s impressive track 
record. “No, although 1 believe that 
he has laid the foundation for con- 
sistency,” the dub captain said 
“It’s easy to go on abouT injuries, 
but I've never known so- many prob- 
lems as we’ve had in the past couple 
of years. Contrary to belief; there's 
no sinister reason for this, like over- 
training. Nearly all our injuries have 
been sustained during matches. Even 
against Carlisle the other night [a 1 
Coca-Cola Cup tie that Spurs won 
3-2] we were missing Iveisen, Ferdi- 
nand and Annstrong,-onr three strik- 
ers. It’s very difficult to get any kind 
of continuity to win a trophy under 
those conditions.' 

-.“It is my honest belief that, with 
everyone fit. we are capable of at least 
challenging for the league. Look at 
the battle in the central defence! It’s 
like that now for every position, and 
that can only be good" • 

Still, time is running out for Mab- 
butt, something he is acutely aware 


of. If Spurs are going to help him 
achieve bis remaining, and b igg est am~i 

■ talon m football,’ then they had bet-, 
tergtf‘a mdvd l aii: ■ s *" n — ’* ■ ‘ 

“The body'dbdds ticking away all 
right,” he admits. “And we haven't 
quire gelled yet, not settled into the 
right system. We’ve got to start) 
pulling in the same way, because we- 
can't spend much longer this season 
trying to get it right.” 

WiU he retire as a frustrated and; 
bitter player if the league title eludes 
him? “Not bitter, no,” be said “But 
I'm sure it will nag away at me. I've 
got to remember I've lifted the FA? 
Cup, which is every boy’s dream, but 
Td like, at the very least, to play a part; 
in mounting a serious challenge for- 
the title, evea if we don't end up win- 
ning it” 

And so, until the Mabbutt body, 
dock alarm rings, he will persevere.. 

■ injecting himself each day to keep his; 
diabetes at bay, meeting any injury 
challenge, it seems, head on, and 
keeping younger and high profile play: 
era out of the first team. 

As fax as Gary Mabbutt is con- 
cerned there is still some unfinis hed 
business to complete. 
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Unravelling the history and mystery of the motto 


Shearer has cast removed 


There’s no doubt that Barc- 
elona are. as their dub mono 
maintains. “More than a Club”; 
“institution" would in fact, be 
a more apt description. How- 
ever. the 14-times Spanish 
champions were obviously not 
quite enough of a club to be 
able to overcome Newcastle 1 
United on Wednesday night, a 
dub who just five years ago 
were staring the old English 
Third Division in the face. 

Keith Gillespie may have 
been the architect, Faustino 
Asprilla the executioner, but it 
was Newcastle’s defence which 
held the key to victory. A buck 
•four — trh i ch"~nscd"— to — be 
renowned for being as leaky as 
a chocolate teapot stood firm 
in the dosing minutes against 
incessant Catalan pressure. 
But then you’d expect that of 
a club whose mono - Fortner 
DcfemlH Triumphant - insists 
that a Strong Defence Tri- 
umphs: a fact that Kenny 
Dalglish has obviously taken on 
board to a fur greater degree 
than his predecessor. 

Dub mottoes, like Kevin 
Keegan s attitude to defending, 
are something of a mystery. 
There appears to be no rhyme 
nor reason why certain dubs 
display stirring (or not so stir- 
ring) Latin or English maxims 
on their dub crests, while oth- 
ers are mono-less. 1 suspect the 


explanation is rather more 
worthy than the one put for- 
ward by Reading’s historian. 
David Downes, that: “It’s 
down to someone at a dub 
showing the initiative to plump 
for a motto and implement it,” 

He’s been laying for years 
to get Reading to adopt the 
somewhat unoriginal motto. 
"Up the Royals", but at least 
that’s preferable to the club 
paying lip service to a sponsor 
on their crest. Thankfully, 
there's currently only one such 
culprit. Compare the awful 
inscription on Grimsby's Club 
crest ( Europe's Food Town) to 
the evocative Arte E Lahore 
(Skill and IbO) promoted by 
Blackburn who. under Roy 
Hodgson, seem to have final- 
ly added Arte to the Lahore 
which won them the premier- 
ship in 1994-95: or to Bury’s 
rousing Vincit Omnia Industria 
(Hard Work Overcomes 
Everything); well, everything in 
last season's Second Division 
that is. I know which motto I 
find more inspiring and Eu- 
rope’s Food Town it certainly 
isn't. 

Glasgow could never be 
described as Europe's food 
town, so it’s not surprising to 
find that Rangers' mono is the 
more noble, A* Ready (Always 
Ready), to which Lhe cynics 
might add... ro go out of Eu- 
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rope. But if we're picking holes 
in dub mottoes, then Spurs has 
to take the biscuit. Whoever 
saddled the North London 
dub with the dictum Audere E 
Facere (To Dare is to Succeed) 
obviously hadn't reckoned on 
the Spurs of the 1990s. who 
haven't dared to do anything 
of note since Gazza dared to 
chip David Seaman at Wem- 
bley in 1991. Any Spurs fan 
would concede that “Things 
can only get better” might be 
a more appropriate maxim. 

But then fans are seldom 
canvassed on issues such as 
mottoes, as Sunderland fans 
know only too welL They were 


enraged by the dub’s choice of 
new crest and motto, claiming 
th3t tbe crest is too similar to 
Newcastle’s and that the mot- 
to - Connectatio ExceUenA- 
ae (In Search of Excellence) - 
was simply plucked, without 
Lhought, from the pages of a 
Latin dictionary. After ru- 
mours suggesting it was bor- 
rowed from a local Gateshead 
bus company proved to be- 
unfounded, a local paper act- 
ed as a forum for fans’ personal 
preferences, which range from 
the angry (Let’s Shaft the 
Fans) to the more pragmatic 
(In Search of Promotion). 

Beingrealistic, it’s doubtful - 
that a motto has any bearing 
whatsoever on a dob’s per- 
formance these days. Okay, so 
Chesterfield may continually 
“aspire" to greater heights - 
witness their performance in 
reaching the semi finals of 
the FA Cup last season -while 
Kilmarnock could do worse 
than take heart from their 
motto Confidemus (Let us 
have Confidence) when they- 
uy to overcome the 3-1 first leg 
deficit against .Jfiee in the 
Cup-Winners’ cup. 

But try telling Burnley, cur- 
rently propping up the Second 
Division that “work is the rea- 
son and the reward"; or that it’s 
afl about “progress” to Black- 
pool, who haven’t escaped tbe 


dutches of the Second Diviskm 
for five years. There was cer- 
tainly no sign of Bruce Riocb 
and Arsenal’s board of direc- 
tors paying any beed to the 
Highbury motto Victoria Con r 
cordia Crescit (Victory comes, 
through Agreement) when 
they came to btows, nor is there 
any evidence to suggest that 
anyone at Everton has thought 
to remind Howard Kendall 
that Nil Satis Nisi Optimum 
(Only the Best is Good 
Enough) at Goodison. If they, 
had, the Everton manager . 
would surely have given up his . 
pursuit of Fabrizio RavaneBi 
and offloaded the beleaguered 
NIckBaimby. • - 
- • Finally, if anyone can throw, 
light on Stockport's unique 
motto, which describes than as 
“The Friendly Football Qub", 
don't expect it to .be ex-man- 
agers Dave Jones and Danny 
Bergara. The former was re- 
cently snubbed by the dub.he 
led to promotion and Coca 
Cola Cup renown last season 
when they refused to stock his 
book in the dub shop, while 
Stockport's parting gift to' 
Bergara, who had taken them 
to two play-off finals and two 
Autoglass Trophy finals, was a 
punch on the head from chair- 
man Brendan* Ehvood. No 
prizes for guessing the motto 
of that story; ' , v 


After the impressive display by 
Chelsea's Italian players on 
Thursday night. England’s World 
Cup hopes were given a boost 
yedezdaywbeo Alan Shearer bad 
the plaster-cast and pm removed 
from his right leg. 

“It’s a relief to have the pot 
taken off. The specialist in- 
formed me that everything is go- 
ing according to plan,” said tbe 
Newcastle striker. who injured his 
ankle at Everton in the pre-sea- 
son Umbra TbumamcnL “Now 
I'm looking forward to the next 
part of my recovery pro- 
gramme.” 

As part of their build-up to 
the finals next summer, England ■ 
have been invited to play a 
friendly against South Africa in 
Johannesburg in -May. The 


South African Football Asso- 
ciation has asked England to 
play in an annual match hon- 
ouring President Nelson Man- 
dela. - 

An FA spokesman said the 
invitation was being consid- 
ered, but England would not 
take on any more commitments 
□util they knew if they had 
qualified for the finals. 

The League Managers? As- 
sociation has asked for referees' 
watches to be linked to stadium 
docks to diffuse potential dis- 
putes over the length of match- 
es. The LMA wants them to be 
connected to electronic docks 
around grounds so that players, 
officials and fans all know ex- 
actly how long is remaining. 

The time problemreared its 


head again last month when Ar-, 
serial players surrounded ref-: 
eree Graham Barber after be 
had played six minutes overtime* 
in the 3-3 draw with Leicester.-- 

Several managers have con- 
tacted the LMA to see what can. 
be done to eliminate such situ- 
ations and it will be discussed 
at a technical liaison panel with 
representatives of the FA. the 
Premier and Football Leagues 
and tbe LMA on 1 October. 

Ajax and Feyeooord are to 
ban each other’s fans from their 
stadiums. In March, a fight be?: 
tween hundreds of spectators left 
an Ajax fan dead. Two Feyeno- 
ord fans were convicted of mui^ 
derand sentenced to four years 
in prison. 

- Catherine PBcy 


SCOTT ISH FO OTBALL ’ . 

Rieper ready to make Celtic debut 


Dutch winger Regi Blinker is 
ruled out of the Celtic ride for 
the match against Aberdeen af- 
ter dislocating his shoulder in 
the Uefa Cup draw with Liver- 
pool in midweek, but D anish de- 
fender Marc Rieper is set to 
make his home debut after his 
£1.5m move from West Ham. 

Second-placed Hearts are 
again looking. to Jim Hamil ton 
in attack after his double against 
St Johnstone last. week. De- 
fender Dave McPherson is back 
in training, but this match has 


probably oome too soon for him. 
Stru g glin g Dundee United may 
give a debut to Swedish defend- 
er Magnus Skokhnaik if they can 
get international clearance. 

Greig Denham is ruled out 
of the Motherwell side by sus- 
pension following his sending- 
off in the 3-2 defeat by Celtic 
last week and Steve Craigan 
could come into the defence as 
they chase their first home 
League victory of the season. 
Leaders Hibs could be without 
John Hughes, Lee Power and 


Paul Tosb, although striker 
Kevin Harper is set to return to* 
the side. i 

St Johnstone are struggling 
raise a side because of usuries.; 
Central defender Jim Weir and 
midfielder Leigh Jenkuaon are: 
among eight players who could' 
be sidelined for the showdown: 
with the champions. Rangers,, 
who will be without Jonas Them. 
However, Alex defend and Slafc 
Stensaas are expected to return, 
after missing tbe 2-1 Uefa Cup 
defeat in Strasbourg. . 


i) 
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Anatomy of a deal: Paul Gascoigne’s move to Lazio 


- 


Tbe Premier League’s report of- 
fers a remarkable insight into 
the running of Tottenham in the 

summer of 1991 as the club at- 
tempted to sell Paul Gascoigne 
to Lazio. 

The dub needed to sell be- 
cause of financial difficulties and 
a price of £6.7m was provi- 
sionally agreed. The deal was 
placed in jeopardy because of 
Gascoigne’s serious infiny in tbe 
1991 FA Cup final, after which 
the whole deal became a mat- 
ter of negotiation between 
Spurs and Lazio. 

Gn 20 June Spurs received 
a fax from Lazio’s solicitors 
agreeing to pay £5 Jm, but for 
some reason this was not seen 
by Tfcny Venables or Alan Sug- 
ar who was on the point of tak- 
ing over at Spurs at exactly the 
same time. As Spurs tried to re- 
vive the deal Vfenables involved 
Gino S an tin, an Italian restau- 
ranter, with whom he had had 
previous dealings Meeting; be- 
tween the two dubs did not con- 
clude successfully as Lazio were 
prepared to pay only £4 An, 
which Venables rejected as not 
enough. 

There was then a period of 
some confusion with San tin 
and Sugar separately negotiat- 
ing with Lazio while Venables 
was on holiday in Bermuda. 
During this rime San tin took a 
call on his portable phone while 
at Wimbledon. Santin told the 
inquiry; “I got this guy born 
Lazio calling me back and 
telling me, laughing in my face 
and telling me, TVe already 
clinched the deal.’ He said: 
‘We just clinched the deal with 
Mr Sugar for much less than 
what you wanted,’ and laughing 
in my face. I was made.” 

Venables then suggested to 
Sugar that he “butt out" and the 
club wrote to Lazio informing 
them that Santin was repre- 
senting them. On 19 July San- 
tin spoke to Lazio, and on tbe 
basis of that conversation a 
provisional deal was done. Af- 
ter setting out the terms ofthat 
deal the report continues: 

1.23 According to Mr San- 
tin, before the Wimbledon tele- 
phone call he had been 
negotiating with Lazio for a 
price of £5 2m. He told us that 
be discovered that tbe deal 
proposed by Mr Sugar had not 
gone through, not from Tbt- 
tenham but from his contacts in 
Rome. It was after this that he 
procured the authorisations to 
act on Tbttenham’s behalf. He 
told us that when he had re-, 
ceived his authorisation: “I 
phoned the guy at Lazio and I 
started laughing in his face be- 
cause I said to him there is no 
deal, there is no more deaL Now 
you talk to roe, and we aart talk- 



Paul Gascoigne (left), the England footballer who was loved at White Hart Lane, and the manager who sold him from Tottenham to Lazio in 1991, Terry Venables 


ing about the £5 .5m, the guy 
goes nuts.’” 

1.24 It was a long and 
tortuous road from that point 
to the point at which Gas- 
coigne’s transfer was finally 
completed. There were many 
negotiating difficulties, relating 
amongst other things to foe 
question of Gascoigne’s fitness 
and to tbe friendly matches 
between the clubs. Matters 
were not made any easier when 
Gascoigne sustained a further 
non-footballing injury. How- 
ever, nobody disputes that Mr 
Santin was responsible for the 
transaction which eventually 
took place between Lazio and 


Tbttenham. What is far from 
dear, though, is whether if Tbt- 
tenham had handled matters 
differently they would have 
been able to obtain foe same 
deal without foe intervention of 
Mr Santin. 

125 Tbe transfer figure of 
£5 -5m was a figure which 
Lazio’s solicitors had indicated 
to Tottenham’s solicitors Lazio 
were prepared to pay in their 
letter dated 20 June, 1991. The 
mystery of why this figure ap- 
pears not to have been known 
either to Mr Venables or to Mr 
Sugar remains unresolved. The 
most likely explanation is a 
breakdown in communication. 


At wbat point and why foe 
breakdown in communication 
occurred is not plain but in the 
turmoil of the takeover it would 
not have been difficult for foe 
■letter to be overlooked. Cer- 
tainty foe relevant letter was lat- 
er to be found on Tottenham's 
files and with the benefit of 
hindsight it is possible to sug- 
gest ways in which virtually 
everyone involved on the Tbt- 
tenham side could have acted 
differently. The reason for 
Lazio's subsequent retreat to a 
figure of £4.825m has not be- 
come clear but may be due to 
alterations in the other terms of 
their offer, particularly those re- 


lating to fitness and perfor- 
mance. Without Mr Santin it is 
at least very possible that 
the transaction would have 
proceeded at foal figure. Mr 
Santin must therefore have the 
credit for obtaining foe addi- 
tional sum for Tottenham, even 
though foe task of getting that 
sum may well have been con- 
siderably easier than might at 
first sight appear. 

126 Further, two other el- 
ements in the transaction which 
Mr Santin negotiated had al- 
ready been the subject of dis- 
cussion and apparent approval 
at an earlier stage. They were 
the two friendly games, and the 


payment to Tbttenham of tbe 
interest on foe transfer fee 
pending Paul Gascoigne be- 
coming fit to play football 
again. The further benefit 
which Tbttenham eventually 
obtained from a deal with Sky 
television to screen the two 
games for a fee of £200,000, was 
negotiated between Mr Sugar 
and Mr Chisholm. Mr Santin 
played no part in tbe negotia- 
tion of this contract although he 
was present and assisted on 
the day of the match when 
problems arose about whether 
Sky would be permitted to 
transmit foe game played in 
Rome. 


127 After Mr Santin had 
reached his agreement with 
Lazio for foe sale of Gascoigne 
at £5 -5m and tbe other benefits 
for Tbttenham which included 
all gate receipts from foe home 
game and part of the receipts 
from the game in Rome, he 
wanted to be paid. There was 
a heated three-way telephone 
conversation between Mr San- 
tin, Mr Venables, and Mr Sug- 
ar in which Mr Santin put 
forward his case for payment. 
Mr Sugar was outraged. He had 
been told originally by Mr Ven- 
ables that Mr Santin would do 
it “for a drink”. He had not ap- 
preciated the change in Mr 


Santis’s role from being a traits- 
■ lator turning up at one meeting 
as a favour to that of a nego- 
tiator expecting to be paid a sub- 
stantial fee for achieving a 
contract. Simflaxty, although 
Mr Venables appreciated that 
Mr San tin's new role merited 
some payment he was horrified 
at the level of payment which 
Mr Santin now demanded. 

1.28 Eventually the Totten- 
ham board considered the po- 
sition at their meeting on 12 
September 1991. At that meet- 
ing it was reported that Mr 
[Dennis] Roach, who had been 
the original agent engaged to 
market Paul Gascoigne, had 
agreed to accept £27,500 in 
foil and final settlement of his 
daim. The minutes went on to 
record as follows: 

“There was a general dis- 
cussion concerning fees payable 
to Mr Santin in connection 
with foe Gascoigne disposal 
Mr Venables was given au- 
thority by the Board to negoti- 
ate further with Mr Santin. It is 
hoped that his fee can be lim- 
ited to approximately 
£150,000." 

129 Mr Venables did nego- 
tiate with Mr Santin. Eventually 
they agreed a fee of £200,000. 
On 30 Juty, 1992 foe minutes of 
Tbttenham Board meeting con- 
tained the following item: 

“Gascoignc/Lazio the an- 
ticipated fee to the agent in con- 
nection with foe transfer of 
Gascoigne to Lazi o is current- 
ly £200,000 plus VAT. The ac- 
counts should be amended to 
reflect this.” 

130 Following receipt of an 
invoice from Anglo European 
Market Research and Consult- 
ing Company, the fee of 
£200,000 was paid by cheque 
dated 7 September 1992 drawn 
on foe account of Tottenham 
Hotspur Football and Athletic 
Co Ltd and signed, with ap- 
propriate Board approval, by 
Mr Sugar and Mr Sandy. The 
cheque was delivered to Mr 
Santin by a courier under cov- 
er of a compliments slip from 
Mr Sandy, tbe Tbttenham fi- 
nance director. 

The inquiry concluded that 
Santin’s involvement was a 
breach of FA rules, but that 
“given foe length of time that 
has passed, the prevalence of 
breaches of this Rule and the 
subsequent rules changes” it 
proposes that the Premier 
League should not make a 
formal report on foe matter to 
foe FA. It also says that there 
had been “some veiled sug- 
gestions that some part of 
this fee was paid back by Mr 
Santin to Mr Venables”, but 
that it was satisfied that this was 
not so. 


Protracted saga of the Haland transfer 


d 




The transfer erf Atf-lnge Haa- 
land from the Norwegian dub 
Bryne to Nottingham Forest was a 
protracted affair. It b e gan during 
the Brian Gough era but was not 
concluded until Frank Gark bad 
taken over as manager. The deal in- 
volved the Norwegian agent Rune 

Hauge, who was a key figure in the 
George Graham affair. The deal in- 
volved Fenton receiving a pay- 
ment of £45,000 after be left the 
dub. This is bow the report de- 
scribes that payment: 

8.1 Allhough Mr Fenton told us 
at Mr Hauge contacted him at 

ist once or twice a week whDst be 
is at Forest, after Mr Fenton left 
e dub he told ik that he did not 
eak to Mr Hauge until one 
ening in March 1994 when Mr 
auge contacted him on the teie- 

one. Mr Fenton told us that the 

D came out of tbe blue. Mr 
luge loW Mr Fenton that he 
raid Kke to rraret and Mr Fenton 
Id us that he drove down from 
jttmgham to meet Mr Hauge at 
c “Lancaster Gate Hotel” in 
radon (a reference which we 
se to be to the Rqya! Lancaster 
Diet a hotel often used by Mr 
luge, although we do not consider 
■ issu e to be material to this re- 

rt). Mr Hauge was in England to 

itch Arsenal FC play the home 
;ofa European game. Although 
'enion was not dear about the 


82 Mr Raton told us that at tbe 
time of the telephone call, Mr 
Haug: did not say why he wished 
to see Mm. He merely told Mr Fen- 
ton that it would “be to your ad- 
vantage". Mr Fenton told the 
Inquiry that at tbe meeting itself Mr 
Hauge said he wished to pay Mr 
Fenton tbe sum of £45^000. He told 
ns that Mr Hauge indicated that the 


that Mr Fenton had given to him 
over the previous four to five years. 
Mr Fenton told us that the payment 
“came oat of tbe blue”. In a later 
statement, Mr Fenton has ac- 
knowledged that Mr Hauge in- 
formed him tint the £45,000 was 
payment, in part, as “commission” 
for the Haaland transfer. 

83 Mr Fenton told us that, at 
the meeting in March 1994, Mr 
Hauge wrote down for him tbe de- 
• mils of whom Mr Fenton should 
. qp nwt to obtain payment of the 
£45,000- Mr Hange gave Mr Fsn- 

lon life details of htioOub Ltd. Mr 
Fenton was told to speak to “Lisa” 
a reference to Ms lisa Davey, 
then an employee of a company 
called Saffery Oampness Man- 
agement International Limited, 

who are based in Guernsey and at 

that time acted on behalf of 
[Hauge’s] IntesQub Lid. In his 
statement to the paEo* Mrftmon 
said Ms Davey was also present ai 
the meeting. 

8.4 The Inquiry has seen a let- 
ter dated 22 March 1994 on tbe 


mission. Our Conversation”. The 
document authorises Ms Davey to 
pay £45.000 to Mr Hmton as “oth- 
er ccanmisaon”. The letter asks Ms 
Davey to make arrangemenls for 
the payment to Mr Fenton, stating: 
“Please also find the best practical 
way for ban to receive t he funds and 
send him a letter with your pro- 
posal.” We have also seen hand- 
written notes taken by Mr Hange 
which would suggest that £90,000 
was to be disbursed to “others” in 
retatkm to the Haaland transfer. Vfc 
have seen no evidence to siggest 
whether the other £A$flOO was in 
feet paid to anyone or to identity 
the intended recipient 

83 Mr Fenton told ns tint af- 
ter his meeting with Mr Hauge he 
got in touch with Ms Davey, and 
asked her to confirm the sum to 
him , which she did in writing. Sub- 
sequently, Mr Fenton told us that 

he telephoned Ms Davey and in- 
structed her to account to him for 

iSfXQ ' which she (fid by cheque. Mr 
Fenton then asked for £10,000 to 
be transferred from tbe InterQub 

account, and tbe remaining £3(LOOO 
to be transferred into a Hendi bank 
based in St Tropez. He also in- 
farmed us that subsequently be 
spent some of the money on a hol- 
iday, and reined the rest. On an- 
other occasion, Mr Fenton has 
said that be received the final 
£10,000 in two payments o££5£GD 

awh. 



- ---- --: rtcnn . r m,.w h«<l«ipq*rofPra»ffl>/VSmm M Mr RsffiOD told us that 

“snags 



Haland; Centra of attention concerning transfer irregularities 


o 15 March 1994. 


then discussed with him Mr 
Hauge’s problems with the Nor- 
wegian authorities. 

&7 Although the Inquiry has re- 
quested that Mr Fenton make 
available to ns copies of the corre- 
spondence by which S&ffeiy 


Champness accounted to him for 
monies and also copies of relevant 
banking and other records relathq* 
to tbe same payments, Mr Fenton 
declined to do so on tbe basis that 
the relevant documents were with 
the Inlan d Revenue, who were 
conducting their own enquiry. 


fL8 Mr Fenton told the Inquiry 
that there was never any suggestion 
that any part of this money ought 
to be paid on to Mr Gough or any- 
one else at Nottingham Forest. The 
Inquiry has seen no evidence to in- 
dicate that any payment was made 


■ to Mr dough by Mr Hauge either 
in connection with the transfer of 
Mr Haaland or otherwise. 

9. MR CLOUGH'S REAC- 
TION 

9.1 It was some time after Mr 
Fenton received his payment from 
Mr Hauge in March 1994. that the 
Sunday Express printed on article 
suggesting that monies deriving 
from tbe Haaland transfer had 
found their way back to Mr 
Clough- Mr Clough appears to 
have read the article since ac- 
cording to Mr [Archie] GemmiD 
[one of the Forest back-room 
staff], shortly after tbe article ap- 
peared Mr lough spoke to Mr 
Gemmfll on that subject Later, we 
heard that Mr GemmiD relayed the 
content of this conversation to Mr 
[Allan] Clarke [another member 
of the Forest back-room staff] on 
the telephone. Mr Clarke told 
the Inquiry: 

“[Gemnnh] told me he had 
seen Brian Clough and that he was 
very upset reading in the newspa- 
per today about the Haaland deal 
and where money had been passed 
over. I saw Brian Clough myself 
possibly a week or fortnight later 
when he himself told me that he 
had rang tbe club and asked to 
speak to Frank Clark who was not 
available so he spoke to Hfl] and 
he asked him what it was about 
Hill had said that he would have 
to go across some time and explain 
it to him and | Clough] had told 
[Hill] be would be across here in 
half as hour... Hill had told 
[Gough] that it was something that 
Fenton had done totally on his 
own, and the boss told HflL.you 


gp back to Forest, and you can tell 
tbe chairman and the manager that 
if 1 am implicated in any of this 
whatsoever 1 will [put you] afl in 
jail.. subsequent to that 1 under- 
stand that Fenton did go over to 
see Clough to apologise to 
him... No-one was quite certain 
about who bad the actual money 
that Fenton had gen. The inference 
seemed to be that be had it aD him- 
setf”. 

93 Mr Hill corroborated this 
• account by Mr Clarke. He told the 
Inquiry: 

“I got called up to Brian 
dough’s bouse when it came out 
in the paper accusing Brian of hav- 
ing the money and he sent for me 
and he said can you explain what 
this is aB about and I had to explain 
to him and he should have turned 
up at 3 o’clock but he did not. He 
did not have any part in the deal, 
winch be didn’t'’. 

93 When the Inquiry inter- 
viewed Mr White on 21 Febraary 
1995. the payment to Mr Fenton 
apparently came as a surprise to 
him even though by that lime 
there had already been newspa- 
per speculation on the issue and 
others at the club had already 
been in contact with Mr Gough 
about this. Mr O'Kane confirmed 
to the Inquiry that he knew noth- 
ing of a payment to Mr Fenton 
until it had appeared in the me- 
dia. He expressed his surprise. For 
his part, Mr Fenton told the In- 
quiry that the media revelations 
regarding Mr Hauge's payment 
to him came as a “complete sur- 
prise”. 
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Premier League inquiry reveals football’s dark side 


Glenn Moore reports 


Football is not corrupt, but it 
has a shady underbelly in 
which motorway service sta- 
tions, cardboard boxes full of 
cash and North Sea trawlers 
each play a part. 

That is the leading conclu- 
sion from the long-awaited 
Premier Leagues “bung" in- 
quiry. which finally reported 
yesterday, three years and 10 
months after being set up. 

The report, which inter- 
viewed 66 witnesses in person 
and 24 by telephone, implicates 
a number of people as in- 
volved in cither “improper be- 
haviour" or infringement of 
Football Association regula- 
tions. They include Teny Ven- 
ables and Brian Clough, a 
number of other club officials 
and several agents. 

No one has been charged as 

the Premier League do not 
have that authority. The FA 
does and they pledged an “ur- 
gent and serious investiga- 
tion" with “a decision on 
charges” to be “taken shortly”. 

In view of the weight of ev- 
idence - the report runs to 
more than 300 pages, 145 of 
them on Teddy Sheringham’s 
1992 transfer from Nottingham 
Forest to Tottenham - it would 
be a grave neglect of duty if no 
one follows George Graham 
into the dock. 

The most serious allegations 
centre on Ronnie Fenton, the 
former Nottingham Forest as- 
sistant manager. The inquiiy 
concludes that he received 
£50,000 cash from the Sher- 
ingham deal, with the consent 
and knowledge of Venables, his 
former assistant Ted Buxton, 
and Tottenham chairman Alan 
Sugar. They suggest some of 


this money was passed on to 
Forest employees, possibly in- 
cluding Clough, and that a 
substantial sum was used by 
Fenton to pay for his daugh- 
ter's wedding. 

This money is said to have 
been exchanged at a service sta- 
tion on the Ml at a meeting be- 
tween Sheringham, Fenton 
and Frank McLintock, who 
was acting as an agent for 
Sheringham and Tottenham. 
All three are said to have de- 
liberately misled the inquiiy. 

In another case, involving 
the signing of two players from 
non-League Leicester Unit- 
ed, the Teport concludes: 
“There is direct evidence of a 
fraudalent arrangement by 
which Mr Clough and/or Mr 
Fenton acquired a substantial 
sum of money from the two 
transfers.'’ 

Steve Buitenshaw, George 
Graham’s former assistant at 
Arsenal, is also said to have 
“knowingly received pay- 
ments.. .derived directly from 
from transfer fees paid by Ar- 
senal to Brondby in connection 
with the transfer of John 
Jensen.” That was one of the 
transfer deals which led to 
Graham’s sacking at Arsenal 
and a one-year ban from the 
FA. Burtenshaw survived but 
left Arsenal this summer. 

The report states that reg- 
ulations concerning agents, 
“created a cult of dishonesty”. 
After noting two cases where 
Tottenham, then managed by 
Venables, paid' ageots by 
means of “disguised invoices” 
for transfer brokering, it adds: 
“we do not believe Tottenham 
were unique or exceptional” in 
this behaviour. 

Many of these rules have 
now changed as the game has 
come to accept agents. More 
regulation is clearly required. 


however. Several agents are 
listed among those who did not 
co-operate as the enquiry 
would have liked and the Spurs 
fullback Justin Edinburgh is 
quoted expressing his dissatis- 
faction at discovering Eric Hall 
represented both him and Tot- 
tenham when he joined them 
from Southend. 

Edinburgh, who paid Hall 
£5,000 cash for brokering the 
deal, said: “I felt Eric had let 
me down, that be had said to 
me he was working in my best 
interests, that it seemed that he 
was always working for the 
club...I felt he had taken me 
for a ride.” It is dear that sev- 
eral agents have exploited the 
amateur administration of 
some dubs, especially since the 
explosion of overseas signings. 

Despite their comment 
about a “cult of dishonesty” the 
commission did not believe 
the game was corrupt. Robert 
Reid QC, who presented the 
report with Peter Leaver, the 
chief executive of the Premier 
League, said he did not believe 
players we re. bought and sold 
for gain, but “improper pay- 
ments” were sometimes made 
in conjunction with transfers 
arranged “in the interests of the 
club” 

Reid formed the commision 
with Rick Parry, Leaver’s pre- 
decessor, now at Liverpool 
and Steve Coppell, then head 
of the League Managers' As- 
sociation, now manag ing Ciys- 
tal Palace. Reid said “we did oot 
speak to everybody we would 
have liked to. Some of those we 
did requested legal represen- 
tation. Others only co-operat- 
ed in part.” Among those was 
Gough who, said Reid, had re- 
fused to appear but did “give 
me valuable information on the 
telephone, possibly involun- 
tarily”. 



Peter Leaver (left) and Robert Reid QC atyesterday* announcement by the Premier League 


Photograph: Robert HaBam 


He did not, however, sup- 
port Kate Hoey MP's call for ' 
a Statutory Inquiry. “It would 
be nice to be able to pull peo- 
ple's fingernails out until they 
answered but it is not practi- 


cal They had statutory powers 
in Norway and did not get 
much further,” he said. Hoey, 
incidentally, was not prepared 
to repeat her allegations about 
Venables, made under the 


cloak of parliamentary privi- 
lege, to the commission. 
“Nothing surprises me about 
politicians,” Reid said. 

Reid added: “I’m sure 
there are cases we have not un- 


covered. It would be astound- . . The commision uncovered 
fogif there were noLThereare one case where a transfer did 
also some loose ends. Im- not go through because a 
proper d«>lings usually in- “bung” was not paid bnt there 
volve cash and we have had was no evidence of mateh-fix- 
troubfe tracing money.” - ing. . 




The quiet man who let 
Clough do the talking 


The prominence Ronnie Fen- 
ton plays in the Football As- 
sociation's report into “bungs" 
could not come as a greater 
contrast to the unassuming 
role he has played in the 
game. 

An extrovert would have 
been hard to detect amid the 
battalions of headlines Brian 
Clough created in their spell to- 
gether at Nottingham Forest, 
but Fenton was a low-key as- 
sistant manager by preference. 
Old Big 'Ed would seek the 
limelight, Fenton preferred 
the shadows. 

He was the some as a play- 
er. Born in South Shields in 
1940, he* passed though Bum- 
ley, West Bromwich Albion, 
Birmingham City and Brent- 
ford largely anonymously, ap- 
pearing in more than ISO 
League games between 1960 


and 1969, until he became 
part of Jimmy SirrelPs back- 
room staff at Notts County, 
succeeding him as manager at 
Meadow Lane between 1975 
and 1977. 

The day after Fenton was 
sacked by Notts County, he 
was appointed Forest's youth 
team coach, teaming up with 
Gough, who would make him 
his assistant a decade later. 
Fenton was the solid, unas- 
suming figure around which 
the City Ground's figurehead 
could brandish his uncon- 
ventional brand of manage- 
ment. 

“When 1 worked for Jimmy 
SirrelL I honestly believed I 
would never meet anyone who 
knew more about the game,” 
he said iu a rare interview. 
“Then I was fortunate to work 
for Brian Gough." 


Fenton left Forest when 
his mentor retired in May 
1993, working part-time for the 
FA and then as a scout for Ter- 
ry Venables when be was in 
charge of England. 

Now working as a coach in 
Malta, he admitted to the 
“bungs" inquiiy that he re- 
ceived money from Rune 
Hauge, the Norwegian agent 
whose £400,000 “gifts” to 
George Graham cost the lat- 
ter his job as Arsenal man- 
ager. 

“There was nothing dis- 
honest and that’s the truth,” 
Fenton told the Minor after 
revealing he had received 
£45,000 from Hauge. “The 
cheque came out of the blue^ 
Rune told me the money was 
a reward for service over a pe- 
riod of six or seven years 
when I advised him which 



Case of £45,000 on an Icelandic trawler 


Ronnie Fenton: Admitted 
receiving money from 
Rune Haqge 

Scandinavian players might be 
good enough for English foot- 
ball. 

“He never promised me 
cash and I never asked for 
any. There might have been 
an unspoken agreement that 
I’d get something, but even so 
it was a surprise when £45,000 
turned up as a totally unso- 
licited gift.” 

- Guy Hodgson 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Perhaps the most remarkable 
story to emerge from the report 
is the transfer that is alleged to 
have concluded with the pay- 
ment of £45,000 brought in a 
fishing box by an Icelandic 
trawler, for a rendezvous in 
HolL 

It concerns the move made 
by Thorvaldur Orlygsson from 
the Icelandic chib Akureyrar to 
Nottingham Forest in Decem- 
ber 1989. 

The inquiry was told that the 
deal did not involve agents or 
intermediaries, and that all For- 
est's negotiations were con- 
ducted by their manager at the 
time, Brian dough, and his as- 
sistant, Ronnie Fenton (al- 
though the inquiiy was unable 
to interview dough about the 
matter). 

When the deal was first set 
op in October 1989, the fee pro- 
posed was £150^)00, but by the 
time the details were finalised, 
the figure had increased to 

CRICKET 


£174,000, a fee paid on 5 De- 
cember. (The player himself 
agreed to terms of £500 per 
week, which would later rise to 
£700 per week.) 

Also on 5 December, Fenton 
flew to Iceland to, in his words, 
“finish the deal". The report 
says Fenton “was unable to ex- 
plain why the money had been 
transferred before the deal was 
finished. He was adamant he 
had not brought any money 
back with him: he told us be only 
brought back two artificial 
Christmas trees.” 

Fenton said that it was while 
he was in Iceland that the ask- 
ing price was increased, that he 

telephoned Gough about it, and 
that Gougjh had agreed to pay 
more. 

Akureyrar also said that the 
fee wasincreased. from £15(1000 
to £174,000 at that time and the 
-dub denied that the fee had 
been agreed before Fenton’s ar- 
rival in Iceland. 


The suggestion that Fenton 
received £45,000 “in a fishing 
box off a trawler in Hull” was 
made by Allan Clarke, a mem- 
ber of the Forest back-room 
staff. 

The mode of payment - on 
board a trawler - although not 
the exam amount was support- 
ed by two other membeisof the 
Nottingham Forest back-room 
team, Archie Gemmill and 
Graham Lyas. Lya&told the in- 
quiiy: “We heard there was a 
trawler coming from Iceland, 
how true it was I don't know. 
Certainly I think Mr Fenton 
bad to go to Hull to coHect 
some money.” 


Ffenton deities recehin^aiiy 
money for tije ileal,' either in 
Iceland or Bflgbujd, while' Rar- 
est say the ^.fo5ttey p#filwas 
toAkurq^’^Ahmg^fo 
sist no money was paid to any 
individual concerning the trans- 
fer. ■ ■■ 

The inquiry acknowledges 
“the dear possibility that ‘dub 
gossip’ is unreliable”, but it 
also points out a number of 
causes for concern emerging 
from the case, among them 
“the persistence of stories that 
Mr Fenton collected a sub- 
stantial cash payment from the 
transaction". 

- Mott Tench 
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1 Succeed with Diamond 
card after odd slip (8) 

2 Shadow enveloping 
Queen’s Row (7) . 

3 Information? Call offi- 
cer up, chivalrous type 

5 Breaks away from one’s 
class? (6JS) 


ically striped, for 
starters (7) 


Friday’s solution 


UtoUUULUlU UtiJUtiJtoto 
til II U til U to Gil 
toBtotoUHtoto QUQJUQH 
to H til to U til U 
□□□□S 3 HEQBGHSUEitf 
13 H to Cl M U to 
H OBESE HGlllHQUiyu 
U 13 13 U U U 
UUHHUQLiatilUHLim 
□ a to Li u a u 
nanntiiEHHtii hqudu 
U 19 U ES LU O til 
udticjtiin uuititauuDti 

tii m to til u tii a 

UC] If 11 to H fltoDKEJtoEU 


Last Saturday’s solution 


HUUU U toll! II totilllia to 
□ uitoutiitototo 
LT til II U 111 til-' UtotoDHtoti] 
LBtotiJtoEtotoK 
UUtoUU ULltoUtoliitoldti 
II U til LI to 

sqdhq Eoatocjmnau 

iiitotototiitouto 
OtoQtotiltoUUto Li toll told 
U U U to u 

to til to to til to to Q to tototoEto 
tiinULiODCIE 
UEJUtotototo UtotiiDtotoU 
aUtilUQQtoD 
EiucitotouEiacitiiutiito 


ACROSS DOWN 

I Feebleness of magis- I Succeed with Diamond 

trate without reserves card after odd slip (8) 

(6) 2 Shadow enveloping 

4 Judged, bridge players Queen’s Row (7) . 

bristled (8) 3 Information? Call offi- 

10 Violent windy storm cer up, chivalrous type 

round North, whirling (9) 

daily (9) 5 Breaks away from one’s 

II Flower apears in verge class? (6$) 

after a day (5) 6 Former group set up to 

12 Circular feature of a sing songs of praise? (5) 

plant (7) 7 Badgers? Creatures typ- 

13 English Rolls: name en- ically striped, for 

tered for rallies (7) starters (7) 

14 Plum jam contains ener- 8 Overthrow most of col- 

gy (5) amp flanked by river (6) 

15 Practise putting gathers 9 Flower from a bulb re- 
in half of reefer (8) centty flourished, with- 

18 Cool way is to squeeze out hint of rain (10,4) 

N with Queen (8) 16 Pushing a little — ac- ' 

20 Jag, say, VIP almost cepting millions, with 

turned over (5) dents (91 ■ 

23 A man’s blue memoir 17 Covered action on out- 

(7) skirts of battle (8) 

25 Increasingly eccentric? 19 Note venom in interrup- 

Giri’s on the level (7) tion(7) : 

26 Junket with Eastern 21 Kn ockmg Mooni es is of- 

fbod (5) fensive (7) 

27 Root sign? (9) 22 Keep mum confined 

28 Triumphs, before talkie (4,2) 

screens? (8) 24 Character turned up 

29 Minister’s after very time and time again (5) 


Stewart rallies Surrey 


15 Practise putting gathers 
in half of reefer (8) 

18 Cool way is to squeeze 
N with Queen (8) 

20 Jag, say, VIP almost 
turned over (5) 

23 A man’s blue memoir 


25 Increasingly eccentric? 19 Note venom in interrup- 
Giri’s on the level (7) tion(7) : 

26 Junket with Eastern 21 KhockmgMoonies is of- 

fbod (5) fensive (7) 

27 Root sign? (9) 22 Keep mum confined 

28 Triumphs, before talkie (4,2) 

screens? (8) 24 Character turned up 

29 Minister’s after very time and time again (5) 

large port (6) 

The first flue eentet solnttons to this week’s puzzle opened next Tlnas- 
dayntdrehardbadied copies rttbeOxfonlDictloiHny of QMtalkns. An- 
swers and wtn&ers* names wtD be nriiUshcd non Saturday Scad solutions 
to Saturday E O. Bar 4818, The Independent, 1 Canada fypiart. 

Camuy Whart London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and postcode 
and gire war own postcode. Last week’s winners J Schlgtgr, Gmldfbnl; 
C StehJy, Csmbt idge; Mr Bonghea, Gravesend; M Rmrotrce, London SE3; 
E Christie, Oxford. 
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Henry Bkf/bld ■ ■ 

reports from Canterbury 
Surrey 124 & 288-5 
Kent 220 


It was as if the pitch at the St 
Lawrence Ground had sud- 
denly realised ft bad to mend hs 
ways for such an important oc- 
' casioiL After a dark-suited vis- 
itation from Lord’s had 
pondered over the surface be- 
fore the start and during lunch, 
Alec Stewart proceeded to play 
as fine an innings as anyone has 
seen all summer, Stuart Law 
and Ricky Pouting included. 

With sensible help from 
Darren BickneQ, who made his 
second hundred of the summer, 
they put Surrey in charge of the 
match with a third-wicket stand 
of 219. The nasty bounce, which 
had caused problems ou Thurs- 
day, had for some extraordinaiy 
reason almost completely dis- 
appeared on a day which saw 
bad light claim 35 overs. 

The pitch had not behaved 
well on the first day, but when the 
ball moves around and bounces 
as it did then, modem techniques 
are hard-pressed to oope. Brian 
Fitch is a most experienced 
groundsman and it was almost 
certainly not as under-prepared 
as it had then seemed. There can 


after this,' although the daxk- 
soited visionaries wished to see 
more of the match before issu- 
ing a statement 

Stewarr has not had the best 
of seasons with the bat, but now 
be began topfcay expansively from 
the start He had ™tb a single 
by hinch after Mark Fafham had 
sent back Mark Butcher with a 
return catch and Jason Ratdifie 
to a superb dip catch by Trevor 
%rd off successive balls. 

After the interval Stewart 
treated the bowling with near- 
disdain. There was a dismissive 
certainty about many of his 
strokes which, allied to excellent 
t iming and placing, did little for 

Kent's Championship hopes. 
He drove with a c lassical ele- 
gance, those familiar strokes 
through midwicket have never 
gone more sweetly off his bat 
and he pulled the short stuff as 
if he was teaching some rowdy 
teenagers an overdue lesson. 

He went to his hundred with 
the third of three pulls for four 
off the first three balls of a new 
spell from Alan IgglesdetuThe 
runs had come from 90 balls and 
included 19 fours, figures which 
speak most emphatically. 

Bickndl had the luck to be 
dropped when hewas 30 by Gra- 
ham Qawcb^whofeHledtohold 
a hot one to his left at first slip 
off Ealham. Otherwise, he also 
placed si )me fine strokes, rcach- 
. balls. 
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The New AD S000 Carbon Fibre Fountain Pen - 
(prices start prom £105) 

Alfred Dunam. writing instruments are available 

AT SELECTED BRANCHES OF THE GOLDSMITHS GROUP, 
ONE OF THE LEADING QUALITY JEWELLERS IN THE COUNTRY 
WITH OV*R 1^0 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE. 

G O L D S-M I T-H S WALKE R & HA-bl 

THE MMX w A RNC JtMQJjER 

Call Free On 0800 G-O-L-D-S-M-I T-H-S (0800 405376) 

-TO FIND VOIIR NEAREST STOCKIST. 
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Looking for that luxury des res to rent? You can find it-at Chin nor m Oxfordshire, where this imposing five-bedroom, five-bathroom 18 th century country home is available. The unfurnished mansion, which has undergone 
extenshre improvements^ ha5aheated swimmingp<M>landAtsin.l3acresofgroiinds. It Is wnthln easy reach of Loncfon and could be yours for only £ 5,950 a month. Full story: page II 
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Beam me up, Scottie. I’ll pay by Trekkie card 





As the competition 
between credit card 
issuers hots up, some are 
discovering an untapped 
market among members 
of so-called affinity 
groups. Steve McDowell and 
Nic Gcutti boldly go in 
search of the ideal card 
for you. 


Karen Giddings enjoys talking 
to strangers. Which is just as 
well, because every time she 
uses her credit card to pay a Ml 
Karen ends up striking up a 
conversation with the person 
who accepts it- 

Her card is issued da behalf 
of the Star Irek fan dub. It is 
emblazoned with a scene from 
the famous TV and big^screen 
series, forcing her to explain 
where it came from whenever 
she hands it 
over. 

-• More than 
12,000 
“Trekkies” 
and science 
fiction fans 
this 



card for their weekly shop- 
ping, or anything eke for that 
matter, marking them out as 
one of hundreds of “affinity 
groups” each with a distinctively 
designed piece of plastic strictly 
fbrthggL. ... . 

Hundreds of thousands of 
card users are doing nicely 
with credit cards issued by 
organisations as diverse as the 
National Ttust and the RSPCA, 
the Campaign for Real Ate and 
the National Association of 
Fish Fryers.' ' . 

Karen, a marketing execu- 
tive, is one of them: “I got mine 
about two years ago. When I 
was a student, we used to watch 
every episode by satellite in the 
bouse I shared. 

“When I heard there was a 
card I applied for h immedi- 
ately. I tend to use it a lot of the 
time when I am travelling or to 
buy clothes. It does generate a 
lot of comment. People to want 
to know how I got it and where 
they can get one. 

“Some people are also fans. 
They seen) disappointed that 
they can’t get pictures from 
different series and different 
people.” 

■ The market for affinity 
credit cards tike this has ex- 
ploded in the last five years. 


with some 2 million users 
capturing about 7 per cent of 
the market. 

In each case some kind of 
donation is made to the affin- 
ity organisation. In the case of 
the Bank of Scotland, caie of the 
^hugest players nr the market, 
this is a contribution of 0 25 per. 
cent of the spend on all cards, 
plus an “activation fee” of 
around £7-50. 

Bank of Scotland employs 
TransNational, an American- 
company with its UK arm 
based in Reading, to seek out 
suitable affinity groups. Since 
the late 1980s. when the bank 
began issuing, it has donated 
almost £9m to more than 420 
capses and affini ties. 

Bank of Scotland is rivalled 
in the market only by US firms 
Beneficial Bank and MBNA, 
although Halifax has a number 
of affinities and Co-op Bank has 
some big member cards - the 
Labour Party and Amnesty 
International among them. 
Even Midland has a few. 

The rewards for many of the 
groups are often too attractive 
to miss out on. The RSPCA, 
which has more than 70,000 in 
drcuJation, has raised slightly 
less than £lm since it was 
launched in 1993. A medium- 


sized charity group, Action 
Aid, for example, has benefited 
by around £400,000. 

The Star Trek card attracts 
users who are science fans, as 
well as genuine “Trekldes”. It 
is marketed through adver- 
tisements in specialist maga- 
zines and cable TV science 
fiction c hanne l s, TransNational 
is planning a major TV adver- 
tising campaign to promote ils 
benefits, beginning next week 

David Wflfiama-J ones, 
TransNatiohaTs divisional gen- 
eral manager says: “Consumers 
are polarising in tbexr views and* 
whether they are doing it for 
themselves or because they 
want to do a tittle bit for others, 
J don’t know. But there are 
massive numbers of people 
coming into the market 

“The advantage to these 
groups is that money comes in 
on an annuity basis, so each 
charity knows that a certain 
time of year it win receive a 
certain sum." 

This,' perhaps, is why around 
half of all the affinity cards on 
the markets back charities. 
Another 20 per cent are held 
by groups such as the TFekkies, 
15 per cent by alumni organi- 
sations like the University of 
Manchester, 10 per cent by 


UNDER THE SPO TLIGHT/ THE AGE CONCERN PEP 


The product Age Cbncem’s Monthly Income Plus 

PEP. . . 

The deal: With a minimum £5,000 investment, the 
PEP is managed for Age Concern by the insurance . 
company Commercial Union. II pays * mx-free 
monthly income each year of 7.% per cent The tod 
invests mainly in corporate bonds - debt issued by 
companies in exchange for a fixed rate of interest. 


It has delivered an average annual return of 13 per 
cent over the past five yeats. 

Plus points: CU has cut the upfront charge from 
4 per cent of the Initial investment to just 2 per cent 

If you die in the first five years, CU will pay back a 

lump sum worth at least the original investment. 
Drawbacks and risks: Commercial Union charges 
a fee of 125 per cent ayear. With a more typical 1 


per cent charge, this equates to £6250 more over 
five years. 

The verdict Relatively inexpensive initial charge. 
Comparatively high return, with few risks. 

Maries out of five: Three 

-Andrew Verity 

Age Concern PEE, cad 0181 6798000 
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sporting clubs like Coventry 
City Football Qub and the re- 
mainder by a variety of dubs 
and societies such as Mensa. 

Any lawful organisation 
with a database of more than 
about 7,500 members can find 
a deal to issue its own cards, 
although most issuers would 
baulk at politically or socially 
sensitive affinity groups. 

Professor Steve Worthing- 
ton, professor of marketing of 
financial services at Stafford- 
shire University Business 
School, has made a study of 
affinity cards. 

“There has been tremen- 
dous growth in this market. But 


[it] is, by and large, for those 
who missed the boat orig- 
inally,” he says. 

Part of these cards' popu- 
larity is definitely to do with the 
shared activities of those who 
take them out, he adds. 

Whether it is just novelty val- 
ue or a true sense of altruism 
which has caused this explosion 
in the market remains some- 
thing of a mystery. 

In general, affinity cards are 
not even necessarily good val- 
ue. APRs and fee structures 
vary as much as the conven- 
tional credit card market. Bank 
of Scotland, for example, offers 
a standard 20.9 per cent APR 


rate on all its cards. Thai can be 
bettered by many competitors. 

Among them are Save & 
Prosper, wfajefa charges just 12.4 
per cent APR on purchases. 
Saga, which charges 16.9 per 
cent, and Co-op’s Advantage 
card, which costs 10.9 per cent 
APR but has no credit limit 

Not that this bothers Karen 
Giddings: “lb be honest, the 
rate doesn’t bother me. 1 have 
arranged my finances so that 1 
pay off my credit card bills each 
month. The important thing is 
that 1 get credit every month - 
with a card 1 enjoy using.” 

Star Trek card: 0845 6044460. 



Fidelity^ Investment Trust Share Plan has no dealing charges. All you pay is Government 
stamp duty. And, of course, our entry- and exit charges are zero. It’s also flexible to suit your 
needs. It invests in four trusts covering the UK, continental Europe, Asia (excluding Japan) 
and Japan. You can choose to invest in one or more of the trusts in our range. And you can 
switch, for free, whenever you like. Invest with a lump sum of £1,000 or more. Or, save 
regularly from as little as £30 a month. 

Fidelity 
Investments” 

Call free 7 days. hitpiyAwwJiddiry.co.uk 
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NIC CI CUTTI 

A new look 
and plenty of 
new 


Welcome to our aew-look Your Money sectiocL After 
the excitement of The Independent’s own relaunch ear- 
lier this week, a few more surprises. The most important 
is that this will henceforth be a stand-alone section 
covering personal finance, property and motoring. 

Why these? Because H is becoming increasingly dif- 
ficult to separate the three subjects. If you buy a bouse; 
the chances are you may want to pay it off with a PEP 
or an endowment. Choosing a car means bank loans 
and motor insurance. 

The new section aims to discuss all these subjects 
intelligently, to give you choices that help you to make 
informed decisions on these issues. 

This week, we return after a s umm er break with 
the hugely popular Money Makeover series. In it. there 
are always a few ideas that you can take away to dis- ■ 
cuss with your adviser. Wfe are also adding more colum- 
nists. Far example, our expert Robin Amlot will be 
guiding novice “nettles'' through the Wbrid Wide Web's 
financial pages. 

This summer's wave of building society flotations 
has created a vast new army of small shareholders. 
We aim to cater for it with a series, starting shortly, 
which will explain the A to Z of stock market 
investment. 

Motoring is also being revamped and will become 
more prominent, and our property section will be given 
new air to breathe in. 

Most importantly, as the title of this section indi- 
cates, this is Your Money, I am happy to receive letters 
and suggestions from you. The last time I made this 
rash promise I was inundated with letters. Sadly, my 
two-finger typing speed and pressures of work mean 
I cannot promise to reply to every letter. But they are 
all read and appreciated. 


Not all money matters are discussed in this section. 
Some, like today’s story about unit-linked insurance 
company products, are in the business pages of The 
Independent because they are news stories. 

What is instructive about this story is not just which 
companies deliver the best and worst products. 
Equally important is who does not feature in the list. 

Last year, I asked why these firms were refusing 
to provide information to Money Marketing , the spe- 
cialist magazine which compiled the report. 

The reasons they generally gave were lack of time 
and resources, or that they no longer sell the prod- 
ucts. As I pointed out then, there was a surprising co- 
incidence between companies that are poor performers 
and those that cited lack oftime as their reason for 
not taking part in the survey. 

This year - surprise, surprise - the rogue’s list is 
almost identical. It stfD includes CorohBL, who so 
generously invited me to an insurance industry bash 
only two days after my critical comments about them. 
Pearl which stopped selling unit-linked plans two years 
ago, refused to take part. 

Also on the list of “refuseniks" is Barclays Life, one 
of whose people swore, hand on heart, that the bank 
genuinely didn't have enough resources to complete 
the questionnaire they were sent by Money Marketing. 

I am going to the same dinner, given by the 
Association of British Insurers, next week. I wonder ' 
what Barclays Life will tell me this time? 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


Prescription for a young doctor: 
Start thinking about retirement 


Financial planning may 
seem unnecessary when 
you have just started out 
on your career. Making 
the right decisions early 
on In life, however, can 
prevent a lot of worries 
in the future, jas one 
medical professional 
discovers. ' 


Name: Deirdre Barton 
Age: 25 ‘ 

Occupation: Senior house 
officer 

Financial problem: Deirdre, 
who recently qualified as a 
doctor, works on medical 
rotation in a number of hosp- 
itals in the Belfast area. She cur- 
rently earns £22,000 after two 
years in the profession and 
hopes to become a consultant 
physician in the future. 

Currently living in rented 
accommodation, she and her 
fiancd, also a doctor, intend to 
buy a property ahead of their 
marriage next year. The couple, 
who are of a similar age and are 
e mbarke d on a similar career 
path, would like to retire at 
about 55. 

Deirdre already has an in- 
come protection plan in the 
event of being unable to work 
through illness. She needs ad- 
vice on her prospective house 
purchase, planning for retire- 
ment and investing for her 
medium-term financial future. 
The admen John Cartwright, 
principal of Cartwright Asso- 
ciates, 11 Bresagh Road, 
"Lisburn, (01846 -639228) is 
Northern Ireland regional 
chairman of DBS, a network of 
independent financial advisers. 
The advice: Dr Barton has 
sensibly protected her income 
in the event of Alness, with 
Friends Provident She should 
also put in place a realistic 
amount of life assurance and 
critical Alness cover, which pays 
out a lump sum should she fall 
victim to a number of so-called 
“dread diseases”, including 
heart attack, stroke and cancer. 



Sr 


Deirdre Barton: Getting married soon, she is looking to the future 


Phcrtog’ap h: Pacemaker 


On her current annual 
income of £22,000. a sensible 
level of benefit jfcjuld be 
£200,000 critical illness cover 
with a further £200,000 payable 
on death. 


foture"6endfts would increase 
in line with inflation; On the 
birth of any children and on 
moving house - without med- 
ical evidence - would provide 
Dr Barton with a sound pro- 
tection base. I would suggest a 
firm called Pegasus.. Cover 
which pays ont the above sum 
on death or earlier diagnosis of 
a terminal illness would cost 
about £9 per month. Critical Al- 
ness and disability cover for the 
same amount would cost a fur- 
ther £24.42 a month. 

As for the most suitable 


way to enter into a home pur- 
chase, the key is to consider the 
pattern ofher senior colleagues 
in the medical profession. TWo 
or three bouse moves in the fiist 
10 to 15 years are not unusuaL 
; ' it she and fter 
ro-mbve house^ cSfeo, tfiere is 
a dariger that ontyasfflallpib- 
portiqn of -the mortgage capi- 
tal would be repaid each time 
with a repayment mortgage 
The uncertain future of Peps, 
given government plans to 
launch separate Individual Sav- 
ings Accounts two years from 
now, means this may not fit 
their needs either. 

As the couple are members 
of occupational pension 
schemes, a pension mortgage is 
not an option. They are fairly 
unusual in that, as doctors. 


they can make contributions 
into the NHS pension scheme 
-without the tax benefits -and 
set up a personal pension to run 
alongside it, to give even 
greater tax advantages. -This is 

hk-eiWdttTl^nt Thi '«Svto- 
tages are. that it giei be moved 
to each Subsequent mortgage,' 
allowing top-ups along the way. 
Given the bonple's relative 
security of employment, early 
surrender is unlikely; the plan 
would repay the mortgage in 
the event of death or earlier 
critical illness. Given that Dr 
Barton’s first house may have 
a mortgage of £90,000, it may 
even be sensible to consider 
going fora larger low-cost en- 
dowment at the outset, which 


could lead to savings in the 
future. 

A twin-plan option, offering 
repayment of the loan in the 
event of either partners death, 
would provide greater flexibil- 
ity. I woidd§u§gestaNpowch 
"Union I^odst endowment, 
“which is iibf the cheapest but 
bas wider coyer than other 
plans in relation to her profes- 
sion, with prenaums of £140 per 
month for a £90,000 mortgage. 

Given that she is planning to 
get married in the near future 
and buy a house, perhaps she 
can wait a little While until she 
knows what her exact outgoings 
are likely to be. 

Wife retirement planning in 
mind. Dr Barton sensibly 
joined the NHS superannuation 
scheme. This provides 1/B0fe of 


final salary for each year of scr- 
vice as an ann ual pension, plus 
3j80ths for year of service as las 
free cash. 

Should Pr Barton retire at 
55 she will have only 31 years 
. service, which falls short of 
the maximum benefits. Fur- 
thermore, she will be penalised 
on a sliding scale for each year 
of retirement prior to age 60. 

So bow can she go about in- 
creasing her retirement in- 
come? Dr Barton currently 
contributes 6 percent of herin- 
come to her occupational pen- 
sion, which leaves her 9 per cent 
that she may use for additional 
funding and still get full tax 
reliet 

She has three options. She 
could purchase added years" in 
her occupational scheme. This 
can be done by paying a lump 
sum outright or by making 
monthly contributions through- 
out the rest of her career. Reg- 
ular contributions can be quite 
inflexible and work out expen-, 
sive in the longer term. 

Dr Barton could contribute 
to her occupational scheme’s 
additional voluntary contribu- 
tion (AVQ scheme. That re- 
stricts her to one provider, 
which usually involves smaller 
annual fund management 
char ges, but may not always 
offer the best future benefits. 

The third option involves 
contributing to a free-standing 
additional voluntary contribu- 
tion Scheme (FSAVC). This 
can be done on a regular annual 
or monthly contribution or in , 
."a , seriesjpfangfp" contributions. 
A series of single contributions 
would' be the most cost- 
effective, but requires great 
rfisripline. 

In addition, there are im- 
ponderables, such as fee costs 
of raising a family, education 
funding and so on, that can eas- 
ily paralyse what started out in 
life as fee perfect solution. 

If you want a financial makeover, 
write to Nic Claud, Free Finan- 
cial Makeowr, The Independent, 
One Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL. 
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A NORWICH UNION PEP 



up youT 

savings tax-free 1 : 
Call now foT out 




Our guide to the Norwich Global Tracking 
i: PEP will show you how to make your savfngs 

work harder. 

■ TAX-FREE* growth - £6,ooo invested at 
launch fn July 1996 is now worth £7,356*. 

■ No initial charges. 

■ Access to your money at any thne. 

■ You can invest a lump sum from £1,000, 
or regular monthly payments from 
just £50. 


D 


NORWICH 
UNION 

. . . _ : number on fee coupon below. 

»openg*m-6p*»,7'da; .week. Calb charged a± local rates. No One protects mOfe. 


CWR \\i. 1 l\ w M Ml N | > [• | ’ 

V 1 ’Hi’ 

, i; i 

!>! N M ( > \ s 


r Yes, I would like a free guide to the Norwich Global Tracking PEP. 

I Tide Initial 


.Surname. 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


I Telephone Number (Day). 
| REF:2H437 


.(Evening). 


J 


trieut note flat It might not N pouW* to amthnit tavertramt tn i P6P after April 1999 ntwn the Government {dan to hrtmdiic* 
a pewtndMdwl Hvin« ucMiat PutperfonnuHv ftmgulH totba fnbiK; unit srfcn caa nodovni oc«cO u up; aKpeifannaiwe 
' n equity reduce from Ajntf 1999 due to the to»ofar*dafmaofetMawHC.Wu»taiJd consider PEP* 


of PEPi fronted fn 
* medium to . 
rriautoNmwtdi 


. AtefluctMUgnklnfBnMtfcnUadriccwflloTih 

idtbnnUim ts idl perfpnunet of U>« 

jou provide may be -used fay Nmvrfdi Unfcm group 


Low Cost 
Life 

Assurance 


£100,000 Guaranteed Cover, 20 Year Term 



/ 

s' 

SMOKKR) 


Age 30 


Age 35 


Eagle Star 

£1036 

Eagle Star 

£143$ 

Guardian 

£1030 

Canada Life 

£1530 

Legal & General 

£1030 

Virgin Direct 

£1637 

Virgin Direct 

£1053 

Legal & General 

- £16.60 

\YO\IF\ (NON SMOkl K) 

Age 30 


Age 35’ 


Eagle Star 

£7.95 

Eagle Star ’ 

£1036 

Virgil] Direct 

£803 

Virgin Direct 

£1039 

Guardian 

£830 

Legal & General 

£1L10 

Legal & General . 

£830 

Scottish Widows 

• £U3S 


Monthly Premiums, Age next birthday. Sample rates only, available age 18 ro 64. Source: Terra Direct, 3/8/97. 

0800 77 66 66 

Open 24 hours a day , 7 days a week 

PENSIONS and LIFE ASSURANCE 

EAGLE STAR DIRECTLY BY TELEPHONE 

Thf plan mast tad Wore your 7 Wj birtiidaj. These Ogre are based « cover acceptable a ordinary rales. 

TTie phn is aha aattife for age 18 to 64 not birthday for various terms of esw. FnO written detaSs are avafeMeon 
mpesL For war protectien, jot caD to Eagle Star may be recorded. Eagle Star life Assume Company limited b 
ngabied by tfce Personal Investment Authority. Infonaatioa or aftviee vfll ewiy be provided on Eagle Star products. 



IM RSONAI. IM \ SIGNS 

Do you need a pension 
plan that’s ready for life’s 
unexpected turns? 


No matter how carefully you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all wife unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can change 
your circumstances, so you need a pension plan which is 
flexibl e enough to let you cope with any changes - without 
penalty! 

That is why you should consider an Equitable Pension 
Plan, which.- 

* Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

* Lets yon retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

* Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 

The Equitable Life does not pay commission to third 
parties for fee introduction of new business. So, if you'd like 
to know more, call us direct on (0990) 38 48 58 or send off 
fee coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equhable.co.uk 

Tnfonrau axifchKg Till only be given on Equiubic group products 
fe ggtited by rise Pewonal Inveanncni Amh«isy 
UBEQUnBfUPE. PffiBOST.VttJON STKFT. A¥tES5UK. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE KJ»M 7BH 


Pr* The EqiouUe Life. FKEEPOST. Walnu Sueci AYLESBURY. Bod«HP21 7BR 

jlmJdvdoac deuSi on TW E*p«4jk , i pasta piim. I sb kK employed □ JNPT7D 
I I jnnttjdojtcrarfaicnMPTp tu Muchciac Q 

} NAME (Mr Mm MM 

! ADDRESS 


I Tet (Office) . 


1 Td- (Home) _ 
! Deerffr*. 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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An ancestral chain, whereby artists initiate their sons, authenticates works like ‘Crocotfile Dreaming* bjr James lyuna (above) 

Sweet dreams of the Aborigines 


Interest in Aboriginal art 
Is growing, although 
many still worry about 
its provenance. In fact, as 
John Windsor explains, it is 
strictly regulated. 

Art curator Georgina Martin, 
aged 26, rode a wild steer for 
13 seconds a i the Darwin rodeo 
in Australia, three seconds 
longer than prize time. But she 
failed to carry off any artworks 
by the Kimwinjkn Aborigines 
during her four-week tour this 
summer of their rocky home- 
land, Oenpeili, in Arnhem 
Land, on the north coast 
She bad no ready cash and 
the region's government* 
appointed art adviser seemed 
to have other ideas about who 
should get the distinctive ochre 
paintings on fibrous paper de- 
picting ancestral spirits and 
animals of the immemorial 
Aboriginal Dreamtimel' ' 


Instead, Ms Martin has, 
filled the October Gallery in 
Old Gloucester Street, Blooms- 
bury, with 39 paintings and 
carvings supplied by this cen- 
tury’s most celebrated pro- 
moter of Aboriginal art, 
Dorothy Bennett, the federal 
Aboriginal art valuer. Ms Mar- 
tin worked in her art gallery in 
Darwin three years ago. 

Now aged 83, Mrs Bennett 
first encountered Aboriginal art 
- bark paintings -when she was 
stenographer to an orthopaedic 
medical expedition that toured 
Arnhem annually between 1954 
and 1960. 

It is as well that the art for 
sale in the October Gafleiys ex- 
hibition, Keepers of foe Mimi 
Spirit (the Mimi are stick-thin 
sprites who inhabit Dream- 
time) has passed through her 
experienced hands. After all, 
what is Aboriginal art? 

Bor most Brils," contempo- 
rary Aboriginal pointings and 


wood carvings are still an enig- 
ma. Although dating back 
40,000 years, Aboriginal art is 
the last great tradition of art to 
be appreciated by the world. 

In Melbourne in June, 
Sotheby's third annual sale of 
Important Aboriginal Art - in- 
ducting 92 pieces gathered by 
Mrs Bennett for an American 
collector -sold 98 per cent by 
value and established a new 
world record price of $206,000 
(£9Gj640), for a water dreaming 
painting of 1972. Whereas in 
Lornkmlastwee^apaiticolaiiy 
bubbly opening at the October 
Gallery yielded only a smat- 
tering of red dots. 

The irony is that the Dream- 
time paintings by the Kunwin- 
jku of Oenpeffi are probably the 
world’s most most rigidly reg- 
ulated art. The dreaming sto- 
ries, about ancestral beings 
who are custodians of the nat- 
ural law, ritual and correct be- 
haviour in a particular place. 


can be painted only by sons who 
have been indoctrinated into 

them at in ilia firm* : hy 

their fathers. 

“Age grading” initiations 
begin at foe age of five, the 
dreaming stories are first heard 
at 18 and painting them is for- 
bidden until foe age 25. Initi- 
ates are looked up to and old 
men who have shirked initiation 
are. regarded as still young, 
lacking in wisdom. 

With the Aborigines’ con- 
sent, all that can be revealed has 
been revealed in a book, Kun- 
winjku Art From Injalok 1991 - 
1992 (Museum Art Inter- 
national, 1994). It is an illus- 
trated catalogue of the latest of 
five collections commissioned 
from artists of foe highest 
stature in the.regkm. 

The October Gallery has for 
sale paintings by sons whose fa- 
thers’ work appears in the 
book. The ancestral chain of the 
age-grading system provides 


their provenance - foe copying 
of another artist’s (beamings by 
a non-initiate is a major trans- 
gression. Some Aboriginal peo- 
ples permit men without 
initiated descendants to initiate 
dose relatives or non-related 
young men of stature. But not 
the Knnwmjku. The dream- 
ings of an artist without initiate- 
heirs die with him. There has 
been some backsliding among 
minor artist families - but Mrs 
Bennett has a little list . 

As well as paintings by Wes- 
ley Nganjxnirra, nephew of the 
famous Bobby, there is a paint- 
ing by one of Wede/s four sons, 
Luke, of a Mimi spirit and a 
wallaby (£750). The wallaby is 
the Mlmis* sacred pet. Hunt 
them and the Mimis will hunt 
you and send you mad. 

Keepers of the Mimi Spirit, to 4 
October at the October Gallery, 
24, Old Gloucester Street, Lon- 
don WC1 (0171-242 7367): 


INTERNET INVESTOR 


Web can put the City 
at your fingertips 


An awful lot of rubbish has been writ- 
ten about foe World Wide Web - and 

an awful lot more rubbish has been writ- 
ten on it. Rjr most of the last few years 
the Internet has been hyped out of all 
proportion to its actual capabilities. 
After all, you stOJ need a fairly complex 
computer set-up to be able to access the 
Internet and the number of homes with 
such computers remains in a minority. 

The Internet is not the all-powerful 
super-computer of science fiction, but 
a linked network or networks of com- 
puters around the world, dating back in 
its earliest form to the Sixties. 

The World Wide Web, which allows 
us to look at pages and interact with 
them on the Internet, is a child of the 
Nineties - created at foe Cera physics 
laboratory in Switzerland in 1991. By 
July 1993 there were 50 Web servers 
.(service providers to individual cus- 
tomers) around the world. Now the 
Web is doubling in size every few 
months. 

Most of us have been unnecessarily 
blinded by all the science. Who, apart 
from computer enthusiasts, gets worked 
up about BAM, ROM, baud, bytes, hard 
drives and floppies? So this is not a col- 
umn about hardware, nor, except where 
absolutely necessary, will 1 dwell on tech- 
nicalities. 

1 am not quite addressing those of 
you who have a sneaking suspicion that 
a gigabyte is a hamburger on special 
offer - but how many of us drive cars, 
use TV remote controls and programme 
VCRs without knowing, and without 
needing to know, bow cars, TV sets and 
VCRs really work? 

OK, maybe programming the VCR 
is beyond many of us, but accessing the 
Web and malting intelligent use of the 
resources on it shouldn't be. 

Right now, you still need the com- 
puter and attendant gadgetxy to hook 
up to a phone line to surf foe Net But 
that mil change - is changing with the 
coming of digital TV. Within the next 
couple of years, the digital set-top box 
win allow you to surf foe Net from your 
armchair as easily as you change chan- 
nels now with a TV remote control. 

This week Microsoft unveiled its bos, 
developed by the company's WebTV 
subsidiary in time for the US Christmas 


season. Information is downloaded via 
an ordinary television aerial but to send 
electronic mail or order services one 
would still need to hook up to the In- 
ternet with a modem and phone line, 
it is not quite as simple as it needs to 
be yet but the mass-market Internet is 
not far off new. 

Which is all very well, bui what is it 
for? Apart, that is, from inordinate quan- 
tities of tacky pornography aimed 
squarely at adolescent America. 

The answer to “Why bother?" for 
most of us is because what the Web docs 
offer is information, masses and masses 
of information. Providing you know 
where to look and whai to look for, you 
can out-trade the city institutions with 
better information at your fingertips for 
a fraction of what they spend on research 
and analysis. 

You can see at a glance just which 
are the best performing investment 
funds, making your choice of foe 1 ,600 
or so funds available rather easier. 
You can avoid being bamboozled by 
shady customers trying to sell you dud 
investments and, from your PC and soon 
from your armchair, you can shop. 

For example, Barclaysquare is Bar- 
clays Bank's Internet “shopping mall”. 
It was launched two years ago. You can 
browse, that is electronically “visit'* a 
number of leading stores including 
Argos, Victoria Wine and Ibys R Us, 
making purchases with a credit card. 

Now. in response to customer 
demand for the ability to make small 
purchases, Barclays has launched its own 
electronic money, or e-cash, called 
BarclayCoin. 

The system allows users to transfer 
money from their Barclaycard account 
to an “electronic wallet" for online use. 
You simply choose your purchase and 
pay for it through the retailer's Bar- 
clayCoin “cash register". 

But just how secure are Internet 
transactions, and how do you spot the 
rogues? Most importantly, what Web 
sites are worth visiting and which are the 
duds? What special deals - whether 
mortgages, investments or insurance - 
are available exclusively to Internet 
users? These are some of the issues we 
mil return to in the next few weeks. 

■Robin Ambt 
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Looking for a personal pension plan that offers 
all che essential benefits and assurances? You’re looking at it now. 

• Index-tracking for growth at low cost f^f 

• Fully portable from job to job @T 

• Low charges and no bidden eoctras & 

• Freedom to vary payments @r 

• Stop and start payments to suit your r^f 

circumstances* — 

• Payment protection option* a 

And you can start your pension plan from just £50 a month. 
Call us without obligation on 0500 65 65 65. 


Legal&\> 

General 

TRUST US TO DELIVER 
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Please send me a personal ffluaorioa and Infbrmarfcm pack 
orutK Legal &. Genaal Personal Penstoo Plan. 

Tfelc: (MoT*v*H5*/Otbcn Forename 


.Postcode;. 


Arc you: Sdf-onpkjytd □ 
Employed □ Unemployed □ 

I nm~/am not - enrrendy In an 
employer’s pension scheme, 
'UcbEMapfnpdde 

to come pa. 


I plan to retire at: < 

Date of birth: 1 / 

Initial contribution (Gum): 


<50 WTO 


employers pension seneme. £ per month tefa.M0> 

‘Uetactfaonpddc 

£ per annum tmfa-iW) 

Income £ _ — pa. £ single fain. £2000} 

Meme pa* to, legal a Gtncnri reaufans tttm, tttStOST fJWCWOS). OMtVfflmE 
For farther i nlbra aTio n on our products: bttp*y/wwwJ<^d4nd^meiaLcoJuk 


Take the first Steps 

m starting 

yourpetzsiori 0 
now 


0500 65 65 65 

-5.un xp/»> wcfLiL*} O .mu <pia n'wkwwl'. 

c.ntf )nnt\ <ju initio jv/I-roKV dlNk'/oltm 
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See an IFA 


■Subject to tejpl 3t Geacan appmnL ttKdrer at coamaaOea. nx vaic of mUt nay go down a* wefi as op. Now and then, w may uffl jou about 
<w ctiicr prodoets or sendees offered by tbe Lqpl & Gcnetal Group of esamanks tbn we bdlcre may be of iOKrest w you. If you would prefer 
not ro recciYe *i5 orefoUy jdcool ijriwrnnloo, pteaic contact to. Legal ft General EHreo Limited is a rcprcfcuaiivc only <>f * Geoepil 

marierring group, members of wfrjcfa ait Kgntoeri by the Peconai tm mmm t AoUiodty and IMROfor dtcpniptwof r ro>niu i ct i< S ns.»dW»ingoo 
aori idling life Mg man cc and Inreau acut products beariag Legal 3t Genetal'5 name. Terms and conditions iralfcaric on requeat. Legal A Gcnccai 
Direct Limited. BegiHcrcd In Engbnd No. 27020*0. Registered Office: Temple Coun. 11 Queen Victoria Street, Loodoa EG4N -1TP, 
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Free guide to Mortgages 


□ 

BARCLAYS [ 

3RTGAGES ! 


A 27 pace guide to the ins and outs of chriddnga mortgage 


For your free copy call 0800 585 691 
Or complete 2 nd return this coupon to 
Barclays Mortgage Guide 
FREEPOST PQ Bex 7. Brentford. Middx. ~W8 9BR 



Tel (inc STD) — 

Are you a Barclays Customer? 
Are you a 1 st time buyer? □ 


Yesn NoD 
Home mover O 


ThE mtomuton on (tts form wfl be stored oa carcputef and usaO Go identify products or 
services witch rnqM be relevant to you. It you do not wist) ID lECBbre future iitannahon 
hum Barclays Mortgages please lick. Q 


DIRECT LINE RATES 


SAVINGS RATES 


Dim) Line Instant Accw Account 


ANNUAL GROSS RATE 


5 


5.90% • 


6.65% 
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MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 


VARlABin RATE 7.59% 


APR I 7 M 



• <m. l bMfH.nt* A Rojnl Uinl. uTVoriml rulfMt. 

Source: Dim/ Line Fin atuial Srrriits. Far further Information about either 
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number above quotiuf ref. IND BB 26 
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BEST BORROWING RATES 


MORTGAGES 

FIXED ROES 

MorttwnltekBS 0800591500. / 

FHHmmt 0800 090088 
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VARIABLE DISCO UHTH3 RATES 
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FIRST TIME BUT9IS HXH) RATES 
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PflST TIME BUYERS VARUO£ OtSCOUMTH) RATES 
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RRT AN TORA 

A black day 

to remember 


I ain a great one for an- 
niversaries. For instance, next 
month is the 10th armivenaiy 
of the 198? stock market 
crash. This week also 
commemorated another 
financial landmark: Black 
Wednesday 1992, when we 
withdrew from the European 
Exchange Rate Mechanism. 

The ERM was conceived 
as a forerunner to a single 
European currency. The aim 
was to use the collective doot 
of central banks to engineer 
a smooth transition to one 
unit of exchange. But it did 
rather ignore the foot that not 
all European economies pull 
in the same direction at once. 

To give the Iron Lady her 
due. Margaret Thatcher was 
never a great fan of ERM. It 
was John Major, as Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who 
drove the process forward. 
He was prime minis ter by the 
time the cracks appeared 
and Norman Lament had 
inherited the Chancellorship. 

Seen at the time as a re- 
ward for his loyal support in 
the leadership contest, it 
turned out to be a poisoned 
chalice. • 

In the early 1990s Britain 
was still reeling from the 
effects of recession. Spiralling 
house prices had been re- 
placed with negative equity. 
The time had come for 
cheaper money to restore 
confidence. But this was not 
on the German agenda. 

In the summer of 1992, 
the reunification of Germany 
had created strains m the 
economy and the bankers in 
Frankfurt were anxious to en- 
sure, that the unleashing of 
, J pent-up consumer demand in 


the former East Germany 
did not lead to rising inflation. 

Al the September mee ting 
of finance ministers chaired 
by Norman LamonL he en- 
deavoured to secure rising 
German interest rates. It 
must hove been difficult for 
a British chancellor, used u> 
being able to set interest rate 
policy himself, to realise this 
was not in a German politi- 
cian’s gift. 

Of course, it was not just 
Britam that suffered Italy was 
forced out, leaving the field 
dear for speculators against 
sterling. The Government’s 
frenzied attempts to avoid 
ejection - including bringing 
bank rates to 15 per cent - 
were to no avail. Despite the 
Bank of England throwing 
nearly £20bn at the problem, 
the pound had to withdraw. • 

There are, of course, 
lessons to be learned. It is 
worth remembering that 
EMU stands for economic 
and monetary union - not, as 
many people believe, for Eu- 
ropean monetary union. 

A single European cur- 
rency means a single Euro- 
pean economy. Sceptics will 
point to the fact that what is 
good for Leipzig may not be 
so efficacious in Lille or 
Liverpool. 

But Bmssels remains 
committed to the experi- 
ment It will be interesting to 
see whether it becomes an 
even greater embarrassment 
than that of Black Wednes- 
day just five years ago. 

Brian Tom is chainnan of the 
imvstmentstmlegy committee 
of Grog Middleton. He can foe ; 
contacted on 0171 6554W0, ' ' 


NO TIME 


A GLOBAL 


Why take the time and the . 
trouble to build your own 
global portfolio -Mien Schioders 
have done all the hard work for 
you? 

The Schroder Strategic 
Fond - a fund of funds - offers • 
you a fully diversified global 
portfolio in a single investment 
First Schraders carefully 
choose a range of stocks for 
each one of oor unit trusts. 
Then our fund managers select 
- and monitor - which 
combination of these funds will 
form the optimum portfolio 
So, if you have £10.000 to 
invest, find out more about the 
Schroder Strategic Fund by 
calling or returning the coupon. 

0800 002 OOO 

Quoting ref 651 


TO; SCHRODERS, 

CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT, 

02651 FREEPOSX LON 7109. 

LONDON EC4B4PD. 

PfcoK X3>1 ram? free copy of rixSdmkkr j 
Strategic MouapiuLai Sente laiwtiuie. 
AttemthetK coma your anl Financial Advisee, i 
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Two 


Top Performers 


in one Class Act 


The Fraxnlington Health and • • 

Financial PEP invests in two sectors which 
show continuing strong performance and growth. 
If you want to maximise your tax free savings in a 
PEP that provides the opportunity of investing in 
two funds in the top 10% of ail unit trusts, return 
the coupon or call 

0345 023138 


Health Fund 

TOP 10% 

alt unit trusts 
2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 9,10 years and since launch 



Financial Fund 

TOP 10% 


all unit trusts 
1, 2, 3, 4. S, 6, 7, 8, 9.10 years and since launch 


Fteoode 


Due of Orth / 


From what source does your investment 
money nsoaDy cotdb? 

Salary f*l 

Retirement package Q 

A switch (hm another isvenaefll O 

Other {please suie): 


Please send me details of the Fmmlmgton Health and Financial PEP. Return the coupon to: 

FramBngton Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 1, Twyford, Reading Berkshire RG10 8BR. 


ADDRESS 



Poncode 


m "® wf framlington 





























w 


5/PERSONAL FINANCE 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
20 S£PTf MBE R 


>er 


ers 



WOMEN'S PE NSIONS 

Why am I penalised 
for marrying again? 


Women live eight years 
longer than men on 
average, yet their 
pensions are likely to be 
£20 a week lower when 
they retire. As the TUC 
launches a campaign to 
raise public awareness on 
the subject. Me GcutfJ 
asks why women get 
such a raw deal and what 
they can do about it. 

Joan Warren knows jus bow she 
could increase her retirement 
income. All she needs to do one 
week before she steps down 
from her job in three years’ time 
is to divorce her husband Then, 
a week after she has retired, she 
can marry him again. 

If she took this simple step, 
Ms Warren would be better off 
to the tune of up to £18 a week 
uncD she dies. The reason? She 
is caught in a Kafkaesque ben- 
efits trap which penalises her 
not for divorcing her first hus- 
band in 1985 but for marrying 
again a few years later. 

Ms \fthrren, a property 
lawyer in Manchester, took a 
career break to raise her chil- 
dren between 1962 and 1970. 
During that time, the DSS ac- 
cepted that her husband's Na- 
tional Insurance contributions 
could count towards her state 
pension. After her divorce, the 
same situation applied. 

It was only when she re- 
married that she discovered 
her former husband's contri- 



butions would no longer count 
towards ber pension. “This is lu- 
dicrous,” she says. “I have spent 
the last few years writing letter 
after letter to sort tbs out. I fi- 
nally asked whether if I got di- 
vorced and then remarried, my 
husband’s contributions would 
apply again. They said this was 
correct.” 

Ms Warren's plight is typical 
of hundreds of thousands of 
women affected by a series of 
petty rules such as this one. 
Almost 40 per cent wDi retire on 
a income of less that £40 a week, 
according to PensionStore, a 
telephone pensions company. 

Among the most recent 
changes to hit women was the 
former Conservative govern- 
ment's decision - under the ban- 
ner of sex equality - to raise the 
retirement age in stages from 60 
to 65. Women under the age of 
35 will be hardest hit by this. 

Women’s patterns of em- 
ployment also tend to ensure 
they receive less at retirement 
Traditionally, women have de- 
pended on men for their pen- 
sions. But new lifestyles, which 
include simply Irving together, 
make this a less likely option. 

Career breaks to care for 
children or elderly relatives 
also hit women hardest 

Research by Colonial, the fi- 
nancial services prorider, shows 
that if a woman aged 20 starts 
a personal pension and then 
takes a four-year break at 28 to 
start a family, she would build 
up a retirement fund worth a 
quarter less than someone who 


carried on working to 60. Part 
of the problem is that women, 
wto are more Kkely to stop work 
at that age, are not allowed to 
contribute to a pension over that 
period. Even when they are in 
work, their contributions are half 
those of men. 

For those who are em- 
ployed, women are less likely to 
be in workplaces with occupa- 
tional schemes. Their tradi- 
tionally lower pay and fewer 
years of service mean their 
pensions will be lower 

The Trades Union Congress 
campaign next week includes a 
freephone number for advice on 
any pensions issue. Unions are 
asking the Government for 
more flexibility in occupational 
schemes and for unearned in- 
come to be allowed as a source 
for pension contributions. 

The TUC also wants a new 
state pension for women who 
cannot join an occupational 
scheme. 

John Monks, the TUC gen- 
eral secretary, says: “With 
nearly 12 million people in 
work, and many of these enti- 
tled to some form of pension, 
this camp ai g n should go some 
way towards enabling women to 
make provision for themselves." 

As for Joan Warren, any 
changes may come too late. She 
says: “I feel this is very unfair. 
Why should 1 be told that the 
only way I can get a decent pen- 
sion is to divorce my husband?” 

TUC Helpline 0800 882123, 
1 030am- 7.30pm, Mon-Fri 
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ODO’S AND DON’TS 


Do: 

■ Ask the Pensions Office to tefl 
you how much state pension you 
will receive. The address is 
available from any DSS office. 

• Join your occupational pen- 
sion scheme if you are entitled. 

• Inquire about the possibility 


of “buying” extra years of pen- 
sion entitlements. Or pay into 
a company pension top-up 
scheme, called Additional Vol- 
untary Contributions (AVGs). 
• Start a personal pension if you 
cannot join the company 
scheme. 


Don’t: 

• Assume the state pension is 
enough. It is too low now and wfll 
be worth less when you retire. 

■ Assume you can live off 
your husband. You may well 
have dumped him (or rice ver- 
sa) by the time you are retired. 
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Warren 
Buffett: 
His move 
could be 
seen as 
bullish, 
rather 
than neg- 
ative, for 
shares 


Warren Buffett has never had a bad year, 
so when he sells it is time to watch out 


Reports this week that the famous 
American investor Warren Buffett has 
been selling some of his shares and has 
been buying $10bn of zero coupon bonds 
instead are the kind of development 
that every investor ought to stop and 
ponder hard. 


The implications of the move are not quite as 
obvious as they first appear, however - one rea- 
son ^ why the reports were promptly succeeded last 
Tuesday by a 175-point jump in the Dow Jones 
index, one of the largest single daily increases on 
.record. 

- Surely if even the mighty Buffett has dedd : 
ed that share prices are overvalued, then the mar- 
ket ought to be falling, not rising - and we all ought 
to be reaching for the Alka-Seltzer? 

Well, needless to say, it is not as simple as that. 
One reason is that the reports have not been con- 
firmed, and won’t be for a while yeL Buffett has 
a policy of never commenting on what he is buy- 
ing and selling. 

It will not be until the publication of the lat- 
est statutory report from his company, Berkshire 
Hathaway, that we find out whether there have 
in fact been any major changes in bis holdings. 

But assume for the moment that the reports 
are broadly true. (As a Jong-teim Buffett watcher, 
I would not be at all surprised to find that they 
are.) It is not exactly a shock to discover that Buf- 
fett thinks Wall Street is overvalued. He pretty 
well said as much in his last annual report. 

As a tong-term investor, he is unlikely to have 
considered disposing in toto of any of his major 
investments, but it would be perfectly logical for 
him to lighten some of his substantial holdings 
in Coca-Cola, Gillette and others of the strong 
franchise companies which make up the bulk (by 
value) of his portfolio. What would such a move 
signify? 

Well, one thing of which Buffett is inordin- 
ately (and justifiably) proud of is the fact that he 
has never had a down year in more than 40 years 
of investing money on behalf of others. And while 


he has been saying year- in year-out for more than 
a decade that such a year must in due course ar- 
rive, you can be certain that it is nol a record which 
he intends to give up lightly. 

Long-term returns are what be is primarily in- 
terested in. but if he has been taking steps to shift 
the balance of bis portfolio, so as to try and pre- 
serve that record, it would hardly be a surprise. 
But wbat about the significance of buying bonds? 
We do not know exactly what kind of bonds he 
is said to have been buying, though the reports 
imply that he has been investing in stripped or 
zero-coupon government securities. 

These are essentially bonds which pay no in- 
come but which are priced to produce attractive 
capital returns over time. Their key features as 
investments are firstly that their value is deter- 
mined almost exclusively by movements in mar- 
ket interest rates - if interest rates fall their value 
will rise, if interest rates rise, their value will fall 
- and secondly that they are geared, or leveraged, 
plays on future interest rale movements. 

Asa general rule, bonds wiih the longest terms 
to maturity and the lowest coupons demonstrate 
the greatest proportionate increase in price 
when interest rates change. 

By buying zero coupon bonds, Buffett would 
seem to be making a big bet on the fact that in- 
terest rates are likely to falL (There are also 
complicated tax reasons why he might want to 
buy this kind of security rather than a conven- 
tional interest-paying bond.) 

This is where the development becomes in- 
teresting. If it turns out that Buffett does think 
that interest rates are going to fall, he is para- 
doxically aligning himself with one of the key ar- 
guments of those who say that Wall Street, 
however overvalued it maty look on convention- 
al criteria, can still sustain its impressive buD run 
for some time yeL 

The steadiness of the long bond rate in the 
US, now around 6.4 percent and close to its low- 
est level for 30 years, is one of the factors which 
has helped to underpin the strength of the Amer- 
ican market in the last two frantic years. 

So you could argue that Buffett’s move is ac- 
tually bullish, rather than negative, for share 


prices, in which case die market's hig jump last 
week should not be a surprise. That overlooks 
two things, however. One is that the recent 
strength of Wall Street, just like the London stock 
markcL has been very unbalanced. 

It has been the big hluc chip companies such 
as Coca-Cola and Gillette which until recenlly 
have been making all the running in the bull mar- 
ket and which look most overvalued. 

Smaller companies have been left trailing in 
their wake. It is perfectly consistent to say at one 
and the same time that big companies of the kind 
which Buffett lends to own have become over- 
valued and to think that the long-term outlook 
for interest rales is still more positive than wor- 
riers in the slock market think. 

The second thing to remember is that there 
is no reason why the relationship between bonds 
and equities cannot change over lime. Conven- 
tional wisdom now is that equities offer the best 
long-term return for any investor entering the 
market, even after allowing for their extra 
volatility. That kind of argument is one reason 
why pension funds in this country have around 
80 per cent of their assets in shares, rather than 
bonds. 

Inflation is the great slayer of bonds, and 
computer simulation exercises have “'proved" that 
in a traditionally inflation-prone country such as 
the LHC. bonds should have had no place at all 
in any “optimised" portfolio constructed over the 
last 30 years. 

I have always regarded this kind of argument 
as dangerously suspect. The past is not the pre- 
sent If Buffett's move turns out to be confirmed, 
then I suspect it is telling us something impor- 
tant about the relationship between fixed-inter- 
est securities and shares in a low-inflation 
environment 

Bonds have had a good 1990s so far and even 
though conventional wisdom is still that the risk- 
adjusted prospective returns on equities remain 
superior, nothing is forever in investment. The 
gilt-equity yield ratio is still in traditional terri- 
tory. but it is more than possible we have not yet 
seen the end of movement in the relative risk- 
reward ratio of the two classes. 
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SU RV EY/ OFFSHORE FUNDS 

It’s not just 
for the rich 

and 

criminals, 
ordinary 
savers can 
prosper as 
well 


Investing offshore is usually seen as be- 
ing something only for the very rich, 
expatriates who work and live abroad, 
people wanting to hide their funds 
from the tax man or for crooks wanti- 
ng to launder their loot. 

This is misguided. The name of the 
offshore investment game has changed. 
As with most financial products, it is 
now mostly about tax planning rather 
than tax dodging. There are still tax 
havens where anything goes. Ordinary 
UK investors use them at their peril. 

Rather, by using the offshore offices 
of well-known names, usually based in 
centres such as Dublin, the Channel Is- 
lands, the Isle of Man and Luxembourg, 
you can accumulate funds m a tax-effi- 
cient way. Whether looking at retire- 
ment. mitigating the effects of 
inheritance tax, building a nest egg to 
pay for school fees or an income for a 
child chat will be going to university, 
offshore investments offer the ability 
to defer tax. 

It is this that makes them an attrac- 
tive means of saving, not just for the 
rich but also for the ordinary Investor. 

This survey guides you through the 



Plan ahead: investments can be made in for children and the proceeds 
handed over when they are older Photograph: John Lawrence 


maze of putting funds safely overseas 
and highlights some typical products. 
The aim is to give a few ideas of what 
can be done with your money. We 
look not only at the regulations and 
taxation effects of investing offshore 
but also at the types of investment and 


the fond managers involved. Before you 
make a final decision, be prepared to 
cany out your own research. Most im- 
portantly, calk to an expert in this area. 
Offshore investment Is not fantastically 
difficult. It is not for novices either. 

-Tony Lyons 



Minimise tax and make the most 
of greater investment freedom 


The past 15 years have seen an 
explosion in the number of 
companies offering offshore 
investments. Their main 
attractions indude the potential 
to minimise taxes, their greater 
investment freedom and the 
opportunity for above-average 
returns. Tony Lyons explains. 


Most well-known banks, building soci- 
eties, life assurance companies, and unit 
trust and fand management groups have 
opened branches in the main offshore in- 
vestment centres. 

While they can be used by the local pop- 
ulation and UK residents working and liv- 
ing abroad, they are mainly for B ritish 
residents who want to benefit from the ad- 
vantages they offer. 

. Unlike UK investments, where income 
can be subject to the 20 per oent tax rate 
and any capital gams over £6^00 are 
taxed at 40 per cent (with indexation 
allowances), all income and gains from off- 
shore investments are liable to income tax. 

Legally, any income from dividends or 
interest and any capital gains made offshore 
has to be declared. As the old saying goes, 
tax avoidance is fine, but tax evasion is 
illegal. 

There are, however, means of deferring 
tax, and this is the main benefit offered to 
UK investors by offshore funds. The most 
popular types of investment today for the 
ofehore investor are the so-called “roll-iip r ’ 
and “distributor” funds. 

Distributor fluids must pay out at least 


85 per cent of their income as dividends. 

Investors receive the income gross and then 
pay income tax on this and capital gains tax 
on any other profits. 

Roll-up foods operate in much the same 
way as many UK growth unit trusts in that 
they are accumulator foods. This means that 
ail the income and gains made by the fond 
are reinvested by the fund manager. The 
investor will only'have to pay UK tax when 
the investment is cashed in, which means 
taking the proceeds when the investor is 
paying little or no tax. 

For this reason, roll-up funds have a use- 
ful role to play in any long-term savings plan 
such as for retirement Unlike personal pen- 
sions, there is no m aximum limit on how 
much can be invested. Higher-rate tax- 
payers can use such a savings vehicle, tak- 
ing the proceeds on retirement when their 
income has reverted to basic rate. 

Or an investment could be made in a 
child's name. The fund could then be 
handed over to the child at a given age, usu- 
ally 18 or 21. Alternatively, income from 
the fund could be paid to the child on a 
monthly or quarterly basis when they 
read) 18 to fund university studies. As the 
child may well have other income, the In- 
come would be tax-free. 

Nor does the use of roll-up foods restrict 
investment choice. Offshore management 
groups usually offer them m what are known 
as “umbrella funds”. Here, an investor has 
a choice of various underlying funds, cov- 
ering all areas of investment, to switch in 
and put of, usually at very low cost or none 
atalL 

Investment bonds offered by the off- 
shore branches of life offices can be used 
to reduce the impact of inheritance tax. 
This, however, ‘is a more complicated; 


area. Anyone who thinks their estate could 
be liable to the tax should take advice from 
an independent financial adviser. 

Offshore investment also offers other 
tax adv antages. Rind managers are not re- 
stricted by the UK's investment rules and 
regulations. This has benefits, although it 
can lead to mud) higher risks. Tax on any 
dividends earned by the fund’s portfolio is 
only levied at the local rate, which is often 
ml. And capital gains made by the fund are 
tax-free. 

Also, the only restrictions on what the 
funds can invest in are those imposed by 
the managers themselves. This means 
that, unlik e a UK-based fond, if a manager 
feels that the market is about to crash, he 
or she can convert the portfolio totally into 
cash. Funds can also invest in property and 
other investments not open to authorised 
unit trusts. 

When investing offshore, charges tend 
to be higher than for similar mainland in- 
vestment vehicles. You should reckon on 
paying around 0.5 to 1 per cent more in 
annual charges. 

But m return you can benefit from bet- 
ter-performance. Over the past year, for ex- 
ample, the average growth fund has risen 
by some 18 per cent in value. This compares 
with the average offshore growth fond that 
has gone up some 22 per cent. 

For safety and value, it pays the aver- 
age investor to use an independent finan- 
cial adviser (IFA) for advice on investing 
offshore. IFAs will help you avoid the pit- 
falls and ensure that you understand how 
your money is being invested and what the 
risks are. 

For an adviser near you, contact IFA Pro- 
motion on 01 17 9711177 


for performance with a 
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go with Govett. 
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Every investor wants the growth that stockmarket investment can provide. But few are prepared to take the risks of 
sudden teBs. Now, with the Govett UK Equity Safeguard Fund, you don't have to. Itfs a new kind of fond that provides 
exposure to rises in the FTSE1Q0 Index but, unlike other funds, it can protect your money when the Index drops. That's 
why it has the potential to beat the Index over the longer-term. And, for value. Safeguard takes some beating itself. With 
the Safeguard PEP, there are no additional entry or exit fees and, of course, gains are entirely tax free. Where else can 
you And such superior performance potential, built-in protection and outst a nd i ng value? To go with Govett, speak to your 
usual financial adviser, fill in the coupon or call the number below. 


Govett UK Eouity 
Safeguard PEP 
0845 300 go go go 



astute investors go with 


GOVETT 


Investment 


Please send me a brochure for the Govett UK Equity safeguard PER 

Post to: Customer Services Department, AlB Govett, Shackle ton House, 4 Battle Bridge Lane, London SE1 2HR. 
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ANSWER YES TO ANY ONE 
OF THESE 3 QUESTIONS 

AND YOU COULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 

3-PART OFFER WORTH MORE THAN £17 50 


1 ) Do yon save any of your money? 

2) Do you fed that you should get more 
from your savings or investments? 


YesD NoD 


YesD NoD 



Personal 

Finance 

Risk andH'eward 

What s right for 

yoaurmney, 

v . . ^ ' 


Expert 

ndvicc 


3) Would you Hke to find out how, from real experts 

who wlfl never try to seU yon a singte product? YesD NoD 

Personal Finance magazine is written especially for those that are new to 
investing and saving, or have too little time to find out all about die options 
for themselves. 

Each month the magazine explains all die complexities in everyday jargon- 
free language covering topics such' as: 

• PEPs t Pension and savings plan Investm ents •investment Trusts 

• Unit Trusts • life insurance 
-and much, much more. 

AH for only 42.25 each month from your newsagent. But take up this founder subscriber offer, and youU pay 

less tban £145 an issue. 

Part 1 - With this massive 37% discount you may already be reaching for your cheque book. Well, hold on 
?r£5£ U ?‘ ^ you W subscription by standing order - hoc only need you SEND NQ MONEY 

NOW - but we wffl hold your subscription at this price forevex:* THEN THERE’S MORE. 


Part 2 -The jargon-busting ,4 
really mean. The news-stand 
price for this invaluable 
companion publication to the 
magazine is JE2.5Q. 
EBtgjggrifeegiB Essanal 

Finance Magazine it's 

entirety free. 

Part 3 -What PEP gives you 
all the details on how you can 
get the most out of saving tax 
free. Published twice a year, 
the price of this publication is 
£2.50 per issue. For you both 
issues (worth £500) wiU be 
moo. 

So - whether you select 
standing order or cash - fill 
and send back this coupon 
right away (postage is paid) 
and well help make sure 
you find out how to make 
the most of your money. 


to Z of Personal Finance explains what all those complicated financial terms 

| - I 

I wish to become a subscriber to Personal Finance magazine for only 
£16JS for 12 issues and claim The A to Z of Personal Finance (worth £2J50) 
and the two editions of What PEP (worth £5.00) both Free to subscribers. 


STANDING ORDERS 

Account to be debited 


Account No 


Signature^ 


I andosa a cheque tor £1&S5 drawn on a UK bank and 
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Ownwhoiia Communication! Group i Wt r\ 
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m ALL CASES PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS 
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Sort Coda 
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Plane pay Uoyds Bank; 6 Ho&om Circus, London BC 1 
[30 M ill fw the eretfttef Personal Finance Magazbte 
Account No 0829) 25 tha sum and £1fc95 enthe 

nmed aa each sucwtflnq year una further notice in 
wrifag and dehit ratfbur account accordingly. 


Telephone 
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The sky’s the Emit: Offshore centres include Bermuda (above) as well as nearer locations like the Channel Islands 

Same funds, different fees 


Although dauntingly 
different at first sight, 
many offshore funds run 
by UK fund managers 
have identical 
investment objectives to 
their onshore siblings. 
But, warns Abigail Montrose, 
investors should beware 
of different charges 
levied on each product. 


Offshore investment funds are 
often overlooked by ordinary in- 
vestors. But for those who want 
to defer paying tax on their in- 
vestment, or who want to widen 
their choice of investment to in- 
clude funds not authorised in the 
UK, such as hedging funds, the 
offshore route can be attractive. 

Most funds are set up as 
companies, so they issue shares 
rather than units. However, 
they are open ended, which 
means that there is no limit on 
the number of shares that can 
be issued -similar to unit trusts. 
Most have a single price which 
you buy and sell at. 

Many offshore funds are run 
by large investment houses 
which are UK household names, 
such as Barclays. HSBC, Com- 
mercial Union, Schroder and 
Perpetual. Most of them have a 
subsidiary in one of the main off- 
shore centres of Jersey, 
Guernsey, Isle of Man. Luxem- 
bourg. Dublin and Bermuda. 

Often the offshore funds of- 
fered by a company are similar 
to the unit trust hinds they run 
in the UK. In fact, it is not un- 
usual for the same fund manager 
to run an onshore and an off- 
shore fund version using the 
same strategy. 


Funds can be single fondT or 
umbrella funds. Umbrella funds 
are the more diverse of the two 
as they house a range of sub- 
funds, from four to 25 funds, and 
it is usually cheap and easy to 
switch money between the sub- 
funds. Companies offering um- 
brella funds include Guinness 
Flight Hambro, Templeton. Fi- 
delity, Flemings and Scottish 
Equitable. 

Although annual manage- 
ment charges on offshore funds 
look similar to their equivalent 


onshore unit trusts, investors 
need to check closely for extra 
charges. Last year, the offshore 
fund research specialist Fitzrovia 
International compared the 
costs of offshore funds with on- 
shore unit trusts and discovered 
that in some cases offshore in- 
vestment funds were charing up 
to three times their quoted 
management fees in hidden 
expenses. 

Among companies doing this 
was Sun Life European Growth 
Portfolio fund. It quoted an 


annual management fee of 1.5 
per cent, but once all the extra 
annual charges were added to- 
gether, the real charge was al- 
most 5 per cent. 

Sun Life has since taken 
steps to improve its charging 
structure, but investors should 
ask offshore fund managers for 
the total annual percentage 
charges on an offshore fund be- 
fore committing themselves. 

Paul Moulton, managing 
director of Fitzrovia Inter- 
national, says: “Charges on off- 


shore funds are marginally more 
expensive on average than their 
almost identical onshore funds 
run by the same companies. But 
this is not always the case." 

Where an investment house 
offers an offshore version of one 
of its onshore funds, the in- 
vestment performance of the 
two funds tends to be similar. 
Differences arc likely to occur 
only where the charges arc dif- 
ferent or if one of the funds sud- 
denly has a large inflow or 
outflow of investment money. 


Take your pick where 
you stash your cash 


The subsidiaries of investment houses, in- 
surers, hanks and building societies may 
be based in one of several offshore 
centres, including Jersey, Guernsey, the 
Isle of Man, Luxembourg. Dublin and even 
Bermuda. But the choice of of particular 
centre is largely irrelevant, based largely 
on historical factors and on covenience at 
the time the subsidiary was set up. Some- 
times, subsidiaries will be established in 
more than one offshore centre, offering 
different products and services from the 
different sites. 

Recently, Luxembourg and Dublin 
have become very popular offshore 
centres for companies as they can offer 
Ucits funds (Undertakings for Collective 
Investment in Transferable Securities). 

Ucits are becoming the standard type 
of fund, sold across Europe. So for a com- 
pany with European aspirations, this is the 
best type of fond to offer. 

Because of the tax breaks offered by 
the governments in Dublin and Luxem- 
bourg, these are the ideal centres to op- 
erate Ucits from. 

More than 40 life insurance companies 
have an offshore branches in Luxembourg, 
including Commercial Union and Scottish 
Equitable, while numerous investment 
houses and banks also have offices there, 
including Aberdeen Fund Managers. Bar- 
days, Flemings, Fidelity, Foreign & Colo- 
nial. GT Global, HSBC, Invesco. Jupiter. 
Uqyds Bank. Mercury Asset Management. 
Rothschild and Schroders. 

Dublin houses the offshore subsidiaries 
of equally well known names, induding 
Abbey National, Scottish Amicable. Bar- 
ings, Coulls & Co. Prolific. Lazards, Irish 
Life, Midland Life, and Old Mutual. 

Jersey has long been one of the world’s 
top offshore centres. It is the home to the 


offshore offices of many UK companies, 
including Barclays, Garimore. Hill 
Samuel. Lloyds Bank. Midland Bank, 
Newton fund managers. Perpetual. Pru- 
dential. TSB, Flemings and many more. 

The other popular Channel Island for 
the offshore arms of investment houses 
is Guernsey. Companies with offices in 
Guernsey include Guinness Flight, KJcin- 
wori Benson, Rothschilds. Credit Suisse 
Schroders and Lloyds Bank. 

The Isle of Man and the Channel Is- 
lands are the favoured homes for banks 
and building societies offering offshore 
accounts. 

Abbey National. Bank of Scotland. Bar- 
clays. Halifax. Hill Samuel Bank. Uoyds. 
Midland, Nat West and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland are all in Jersey. 

Alliance & Leicester, Allied Dunbar 
Bank. Bradford & Bingley. Halifax, Mid- 
land and Nationwide are on the isle of 
Man. 

The address and telephone number of 
a company's offshore office can usually be 
obtained by contacting its UK head office 
for dctaiLs. 

There are other more exotic locations 
such as Anguilla. Antigua, the Bahamas. 
Bahrain. Barbados. Belize, British Virgin 
Islands, the Cayman Islands, Madeira. 
Malta. Netherlands Antilles, St Kitts and 
Nevis, and Si Vincent. 

But the funds based there are not 
recognised by the UK Securities and In- 
vestments Board (SIB), the main City fi- 
nancial regulator. 

Many of the management groups will 
be unfamiliar to UK investors. Common 
sense suggests they should not be looked 
at unless investors have received good ad- 
vice and know- what the risks are. 

-Abigail Montrose 



Long-range 

investment: 

All kinds of 

financial 

institutions 

offer 

offshore 

funds or 

accounts 


Don’t stray too far from 
home if you want security 


From Alderney to 
Uruguay, there are over 
40 locations which offer 
the kind of favourable 
tax environment that 
some investors seek. But 
to invest wisely you 
should follow a few basic 
rules - or stick to safer 
fixed interest products, 
writes Simon Read. 


Security is essential when it 
comes in handing money over. 
You want to feel that your in- 
vestment is safe and that the 
financial authorities are trust- 
worthy. Are you comfortable 
dealing with the bankers on the 
liny East Caribbean win islands 
of St Kitts and Nevis, for in- 
stance, or would you feci 
happier with your money closer 

to home'.' 

Accessibility is *he ^ird key 
aspect. There are three ele- 
ments to this - communication, 
infrastructure and currency. 
You will want regular informa- 
tion on your savings, so choos- 
ing an English-speaking centre 
makes sense. Time zones are 
important. 

You may want to visit your 
offshore financial centre at 

some stage. If so. Jersey .s just 

an hour or so flying time away 

from the mainland, while Mau- 
ritius is the almost half way- 
round die world. Infrastruc- 
ture means having access to ap- 
propriate local experts, such as 
lawyers and accountants. 

Finally, currency » impor- 
tant. Local currencies cun be 
much more volatile than the 
main international ones. If you 


want to invest in sterling or dol- 
lars, or even the French franc, 
you will need to find centres that 
allow you to do so. 

Realistically, most UK in- 
vestors should be keeping the 
choices down to the Channel 
Islands - either Jersey or 
Guernsey - the Isle of Man, 
Eire and mainland Europe, 
chiefly Switzerland or Luxem- 
bourg. 

The Channel Islands and the 
Isle of Man have “designated 
territory" status in the UK, 
which means that their regula- 
tory standards are deemed 
equal to those in Britain. 

Going offshore with your 
savings may seem exciting. But 
finding a safe home for a lump- 
sum investment soon brings in- 
vestors back down to earth. 
Fixed-interest bonds may not 
sparkle in performance terms, 
but they are usually far safer 
than investing in equities. 

Generally, apart from low- 
yielding instant deposit 
accounts, the minimum invest- 
ment term usually starts from 
six months and extends up to 
five years or more. The longer 
the investment terra, the better 
the rate offered. 

The amount you invest will 
also affect the rate of return, 
with larger sums getting more 
interest. Minimum investment 
levels can start as low as £500 
with Portman Channel Islands, 
the offshore subsidiary of the 
portman Building Society. 
Based on Alderney, one of the 
smaller Channel Islands, it will 
pay a minimum rate of interest 
of 7.25 per cent on lump sums 

deposited for one year. 

Most fixed-rale financial 
produces pay interest at the 


end of the investment return 
when the account matures. 
However, if you want interest 
paid monthly, quarterly, half- 
yearly or annually, there is a 
wide choice. 

On offer at the moment, you 
can get 7.45 per cent ayear over 
five years for an investment of 
£10,000 or more at Halifax In- 
ternational (Jersey). Shorter 
investment periods will mean 
lower interest rates. So for four 
years, Halifax pays 7.4 per cent, 
for three years 73 per cent, 
down to 6.S5 per cent if you in- 
vest for just six months. 

At the offshore Co-operative 
Bank, a three-year fixed in- 
vestment will yield 7.25 per 
cent, although interest is not 
compounded, while Barclays 
Finance (Guernsey) is paying 
7 per cent over five years. Other 
high street institutions offering 
fixed-rate accounts at their off- 
shore subsidiaries include Bank 
of Scotland, Britannia Interna- 
tional, National Westminster 
(Jersey). Northern Rock and 
TSB Bank Channel Islands. 

If you’re prepared to try 
one of the less well-known 
names it may be worth tracking 
down companies such as ESB 
Bank (IOM), Isle of Man Bank, 
Newcastle Bank (Gibraltar), 
Northern Offshore Banking 
and Sun Banking Corp (Jersey), 
which offer fixed-rate accounts. 

Details of the latest rates are 
available by calling these com- 
panies direct or by asking at 
their high street branches. 
MoneyFacis, the specialist fi- 
nancial magazine, publishes a 
monthly list of top rates. 

MoneyFacis subscription en- 
quiries: 01692 500665. 


A truly 


WORLD CLASS 


investment. 



Right now, we can offer you a unique investment 
opportunity only available from Nationwide. 

Our World Guaranteed Equity Bond, which is 
available from as little as £5000, has been designed to 
deliver an outstanding return on your money combined 
with a guarantee of total capital security. 

To achieve this. Nationwide has carefully selected an 
elite band of top 1000 companies from the world’s major 
stock markets, including names such as Coca Cola, Sony, 
BT and Mercedes. 

The combination of these companies has produced 
outstanding growth over the last five years - no less than 


123%*. Given the scrength, performance and worldwide 
appeal of these companies, the potential remains for 
outstanding growth. 

Whatever happens, after the 5 year term you’ll get back 
every penny of your initial investment, at the very least. 
And we can also guarantee that there are no charges - and, 
for basic rate tax payers, no tax liabilities. 

If you want to benefit from the success of some of the 
top companies in the world, you need to act quickly. The 
World Guaranteed Equity Bond is a strictly limited offer 
available on a first come first served basis. Ask for your 
information pack today. 


Call free on 0500 30 20 10 , quote ref. NL55 

Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm, weekends 9am - 6pm. 

It pays to decide... 



The World's No.1 Building Society 
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GAVIN GREEN 


Some big mistakes in 
the planning of 
a new small car 





Above: Ford’s prototype MC2, shown at Frankfurt. Below: the new Astra 



Coming to a showroom near you ... 


A host of Britain's most popular 
cars will be replaced over the next 
year including the Escort, Astra 
and GoMj and there will also be 
new offerings from BMW, Porsche, 
Citroen, Renault, and even Skoda. 
Gavin Green reports 
on what's on offer 


If you're about to buy a new Golf, Escort 
or Astra - don't. Or at least make sure you 
get a big discount. Along with a throng of 
other ageing cars, they are soon to be rep- 
laced by new and probably better cars. In- 
deed, the next 12 months will see more 
interesting new models than any year in 
memory. 

Last week’s Frankfurt show previewed 
some. But many others are still secret. And 
the curs still under wraps vary from a new 
version of Britain's perennial bestseller, the 
Ford Escort, to a fresh iteration of that 
sporty style icon, the BMW 3-serics. 

The busiest segment for new car launch- 
es will be in the small family hutch sector, 
the biggesl-seliing class in Britain, as the 
three traditional lop-selling models are be- 
latedly pensioned off. 

The new Escort lakes its bow in a year's 
lime. In line with recent ftird thinking, it 
is likely to be the boldest-styied car in the 
class - a far cry from the mediocre current 
model. Cabriolet and estate versions of the 
new Escort will come later, initially, we’ll 
sec only the hatch and saloon models. 

The Escort’s great rival the Astra, isalso . 
ageing and incompetent; it is retailed next' 
spring, handsome if ronset^tive ^, 
that promises great safety and fuel econ- 
a my. It also sires a promising MPV off- 
spring, the Zafira. which goes on sale next 
autumn. 

Europe’s best-selling car, the VW Golf. - 
is replaced in the UK next year by the new 
version, previewed last week at Frankfurt 

PEUGOT 406 COUPE 



It looks much like the old model - always 
a handsome car -but scores on extra safe- 
ty and better economy. There will be 
three sporty versions of the new Golf: the 
turbo GTi, a VR5 and a VR6. The base 
model wiD cost £12,000 - a modest increase 
on the current vehicle, but good value con- 
sidering its higher specification (which in- 
cludes anti-lock brakes and twin airbags). 

Still in the small family hatch class, 
Gtroen’s new Xsara hits the showrooms 
in November. It replaces the ZX. which did 
well in Britain, giving flair-free but reliable 
service. The XSara is a car of the same 
breed: utterly anonymous but competent. 

The recent Frankfurt show was foil of 
baby hatches a class or two smaller than 
the Xsara or Escort; most are coming to 
the UK in the next year. The most in- 
triguing, and expensive, is the new Mer- 
cedes A-class - a car of Metro external 
proportions bnt Mondeo space, thanks to 
its ingenious underftpor mechanicals. It ar- 
rives in the UK in gtring^ancj fapsts.frpm ... 
about £13,000. It is Very likely the clever- 
est car concept we’ve seen in a decade. 

More conventional and probably more 
stylish, will be the new Renault Clio. 
Nicole’s favourite hatchback gets revamped 
mid next year. It’ll be safer, roomier and 
far more modern, but will retain its idio- 


syncratic Gallic charm. Another French 
hatchback icon to be replaced next year is 
the Peugeot 205. Peugeot originally in- 
tended to replace the 205 jointly with the 
106 and 306 models - one slightly smaller 
than the 205, one slightly bigger. But the 
world wanted a direct successor, and that’s 
what well get when the new 206 is unveiled 
at next autumn's Paris show. 

Even smaller is the new Fiat Seicento, 
Rat’s baby car replacement for the popu- 
lar Ginquecento. The new Seicento (600) 
- rounder, roomier and more stylish than 
the old Cinquecento, though using most of 
the older car’s mechanicals - will debut at 
next March’s Geneva show. 

Another sub-Resta-sized tot due to be 
shown at the Geneva show is the new VW 
Lupo. It’s mechanically very similar lo.the 
Arosa, made by VWs Spanish affiliate. 
Seat. It win rival the Ford Ka and the Fiat 
600. VW is iii for a busy year. On top of 
the otw Gdlf add Enpo.ifs also unveiling 
the new. Beetle at the Detroit show in Jan.- <: 
uary. OK sales are Gkieiy tbstait in late J ’98. 
Round and cuddly like the old Beetle, the 
new one is nonetheless commendably hi- 
ledi and shares most of its mechanicals with 
the new Golf. 

The old BMW 3-series is one of those 
iconic cars that has retained its exclusivi- 


Looking 
- := * good for 
a lot less 
dosh 


The new Peugeot 406 Coupe 
passes the most important test 
of any coup& it feels fast and 
looks glamourous. Jokri Smister 
gives the 2.0-fitre version the 
road-test lowdown, arid finds a 
good-value, good-quality ride 

A colleague of mine took a Peugeot — 
Coupe home on trial a few nights ago. She 
parked it outside her house as usual, but 
kept sneaking to the window to steal, 
another look. She was smitten. 

The Peugeot, then, passed the test to 
-■» which every coupe, by virtue of what it is, 
must. take. A coupe which looks like a 
frump has missed the point. If you buy a 
coupe you are paying more for less, in quan- 
titative terms, but you are gaining in style. 

A coupe should look like an extravagance 

The Peugeot docs it well. It didn't mal- 


ty and class cachet, despite being as regu- 
lar as Ray-Bans in England’s more afflu- 
ent areas. It’s been a huge hit, although its 
popularity is starting to crumble, mainly to 
the benefit of the more modem Audi A4. 
The new 3-series aims to win back the de- 
serters, plus a new breed of style-conscious 
suburbanites. 

In typical BMW style, the new model 
looks rather like the old one. but sleeker 
and sportier. Picture a scaled-down version 
of the current 5-series, and you’ll get the 
idea. Most of the mechanicals are carried 
over, including the usual range of guty 
fours and silky smooth straight-sixes. 

Ford will hope to steal a few BMW buy- 
ers with its new Cougar coupe, big broth- 
er to the “Steve McQueen” Puma, which 
hits the streets next spring. It’s based on 
the Mondeo, and uses both 2.0-litre four 
and V6 motors, but looks nothing like 
Ford’s family favourite. It’s a rakish, hand- 
some car, which bears more than a pass- 
ing resemblance to ford’s MC2 concept car 
at Frankfurt. 

Heading further upmarket, well also see 
a revised and improved Aston Martin DB7 
(using many Jaguar XK8 parts), the gor- 
geous Alfa 156 (set to give the new BMW 
3-series a hard time), the Alfa 166 execu- 
tive car (which replaces the 164, and goes 
on sale late next year), a bold-looking Audi 
coup£ called the TT an attractive 4x4 off- 
road Mercedes, the M -class, which will 
probably be vastly superior to the ageing 
Land Rover Discovery, and a new S-class, 
Mercedes’ top-lme model due to be re- 
placed in late V8. The new Porsche 9 1 1 de- 
buts in the UK just after next month’s 
London show. Most, surprising new car of 
1998 may be a Skoda. Tbe old Skoda jokes 
arc now about as* ftmny as Beadle 's About. 
Since VWtobk control of tbe Czech com- 
pany with the chequered past, quality has 
been excellent But the best Skoda of all 
has yet to reach Britain. The new Octavia 
comes next' June. It's as good as most ri- 
vals in the Mondeo/Vectra class, yet will 
come at a very much lower price. 


The smoothly styled Peugeot 
406 Coup& created by 
Pininfarina of Ferrari fame 



ter that this 406 


Coupd bad tbe 
humbler, 2.0-litre en 
gjne of tbe two on offer, rather than the 
more muscular 3.0-litre V6.- The two cars 
have little more than wheel and tyre size 
differences to distinguish them otherwise. 
The shape is subtle, with no sharp edges 
but enough tension to make it seem to be 
moving. Now. it would be sad if it proved 
a pudding to drive, but I’m pleased to re- 
port that tbe Peugeot passes this test, too. 
I've always liked the way 406s move along. 

TTiat said, it doesn’t cushion its occu 
pants from bumps quite as well as its sa 
loon sibling. The wider wheels and 
lower-profile tyres are to blame, but they 
prove their worth when the road twists. Vig- 
orous grip, crisper steering than the saloon, 


and a fluid stringing-together of bends 
proves quite delightful The experience may 
be less interactive than you’d get from a 
. BMW 3-series Coopd say. as the Peugeot 
is pulled by its front wheels, but ultimate- 
ly it will comer faster and fed more secure. 
The V6, in particular, has rather good 
brakes as well - large Brcmbo units which 
bring this 406 to a halt more smoothly and 
. less snalchily than those of lesser versions. 
' And it is genuinely fasti its 194bhp rising 
from a deep grcwl to a refined but slight- 
ly beaty blare. The 2.0-litre version can’t 
compete, but is still no visual charlatan. 

■ Unlike. some coupes, the 406 is a fea- 
sible'.four-seater thanks to rear seats re- 
cessed to give sensible headroom. Leather 
trim comes only with the Executive version 
of the V6 (£26.420 against tbe regular V6’s 


£23,620, which also gets you a few other 
luxuries), but even so it’s a plush, well- 
wrought cabin. The dashboard is standard 
apart from some added brigbtwork, how 
ever, and it breaks the beauty spell a biL 
In coup€ terms, tbe 406 is a bargain. It 
costs about £3,000 more than a 406 saloon, 
but it’s a lot cheaper than a comparable 
Mercedes-Benz. Maybe there’s no such 
thing as sensible money for coupes. But if 
there is, the Peugeot is where you’d put iL 
Peugeot 406 V6 Coup6 
Specifications 
Price: £23,620. Engine: 2,946cc V6, 24 
valves. 194bhp at 6.250rpm. Five-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive. Performance: 
top speed 143mph. 0-60 in 72*sec, Fuel con- 
sumption: 21-26mpg, but still a car of boned 
perfection. 


BMW's surprise 
decision to un- 
veil the new Mini 
at last week's 
Frankfurt Show, 
three years before sales start, may 
have been made for the wrong 
reason - to spike the PR guns of 
its arch rival, Mercedes-Benz. 
More worrying, the new Mini may 
be wrong car for the new mil- 
lennium. 

lb understand the BMW de- 
cision to show the car so early, 
cast your mind back to the Gene- 
va Show in March, where Mer- 
cedes-Benz scored all the 
brownie points with its new A- 
cJass. lauded as the most innov- 
ative new small car since the 
original Mini. BMW directors 
were hieing a similar PR disaster 
at Frankfurt, Europe's biggest 
motor show, and what’s more im- 
portant, a show on borne territory. 
Mercedes was due to unveil the 
Smart, the innovative little “city 
coupd” jointly funded by Swatch, 
the watch people. From page 
headlines were likely. Drastic 
action was needed. And taken. 

BMW would take the wraps 
off its biggest small-car gun - the 
new Mini Rover, now used to do- 
ing what it is told, was told to get 
a car ready only six weeks ago. 

It worked. Even the German 
press who attended the press 
unveiling at a film studio in one 
of Frankfurt's scruffiest corners, 
swarmed all over the new Mini, 
and largely ignored BMW* s oth- 
er announcements - a new 
400bhp V8 M5 super-saloon, the 
oddball half- 
car/half-bike Cl, 

and the decision lo 

supply Formula 

One engines to For 

Williams from the 

year 2000. The Mini who 

-probably the most 

eagerly anticipated tO 

new car in the world - 

- was feted hie a “ 

new-age star. fhir 

Unfortunately ** 1MI 

-and this is where tot, 

BMW has miscued 

- it is not. It will no fieW 

doubt sell in the re- 

quired numbers QlSap 

-100,000 world- 

wide, in countries 
including America. 

Australia, Japan 
and Europe -to people who fan- 
cy a designer-accessory small car 
that’s cute, pretty, fun to drive and 
has BMW-style kudos. Or at 
least it will for a few years. But 
for those who were hoping to see 
an inventive, forward-dunking 
lot - as everyone who ventured 
to the Frankfurt press briefing 
were - tbe new Mini disappoints. 

For all the BMW PR razz- 
matazz, the A-dassand the Smart 
are vastly more far- 
sighted. 

Even the Rover engineers 
who conceived il seemed rather 
underwhelmed by it at Frankfurt. 
It’s as though they, and their 
BMW masters, knew the enor- 
mity of the challenge - to replace 
an icon. And they copped ouL 
Tbe new Mini could be the prod- 
uct of any car maker - from Nis- 
san to Ford - rather than the 
invention of the company with the 
heritage of tbe original Mini be- 
hind it “We're hoping the next 
new Mini after this one, wQl be 
really creative,” said one, almost 
apologetically. 

“We had a choice of two ways 
to go." said Rover design boss Ge- 
off Upex, at Frankfurt. “We could 
have tried to reinvent the small 
car, as Sir Alee Issigonis did 40 
years ago. Or we could have cre- 


For those 
who hoped 
to see 
a forward 
thinking 
tot, the 
new Mini 
disappoints 


ated a car that carried over most 
of the Mini cues, but was much 
more modern and sporty, and 
more in tunc with modem times. 
We chose the latter path.” 

You can’t blame them. But 
with Mercedes in such a creative 
mood, and rivals Audi also un- 
veiling a small car vastly more ad- 
vanced than the new Mini, the 
A 12. there must he doubts 
whether the new Mini will be nNe 
to compete, at least in the long 
term. Few technical details were 
officially announced at Frankfurt, 
but it is known that the new Mini 
will use a choice of 1.4 and 1.6 
four-cylinder motors, made ai a 
joint venture Chrysler/BMW fac- 
tory in Brazil. The engine is not 
especially high-tech, although it 
is allegedly very inexpensive to 
make. (Rover insiders imply that 
the current K-serics, made in 
Britain, is a more advanced en- 
gine.) 

The body wOl be steel, al- 
though there is talk - Sman-likc 

- of the body panels being easi- 
ly changed, so that an owner can 
change his or her car's colour. The 
springs will be conventional sleeL 
Nor will the car be especially 
roomy, although it will be much 
better than the current Mini 
BMW' says style was especially im- 
portant. “We didn't want a tall, 
dumpy looking car." said one en- 
gineer. clearly taking a snipe at 
the Mercedes A-class. 

Il will be 3.6 metres long, 
which is about the length of the 
Rover HXVMelro (which the new 
Mini also replaces), and may be 
available in five- 
door hatch, as well 

as three-door guise. 

There will be three 
h OS6 wrsions: Mini. 

Cooper and Coop- 
lOped erS. Prices will start 

. r at about £12,000 in 

;ee Europe, although 

. the Cooper Swill he 

vara • nearer £14.000. in 

tints addition, there are 

1,n S likely to be pick-up. 

the cabriolet and van 

offshoots. There's 
Mini even talk of an old- 

. style woody -wagon. 

tOintS Unlike the old 

Mini, the new one 

is a separate brand 
- it’s not merely 
pan of the Rover 
car range. Mini, like MG and 
Land Raver, is a marque unto it- 
self. As such, it could be sold by 
Rover or BMW dealers. In 
America, it is likely to be 
through the latter. 

Nine different designs were 
submitted, all from either from 
BMW or Rover. “The winning 
design was one of Rover’s own," 
said Geoff Upex. “But we natu- 
rally incorporated some of the 
better ideas submitted by BMW.” 
Amazingly, the car bears an un- 
canny resemblance to an old de- 
sign rough done by lssigonis 
more than 30 years ago. The car 
will be made in Longbridge, 
Birmingham, with production 
starting in early 2000, and sales 
commencing later that year. 

Of course, there is nothing in- 
trinsically wrong with a hand- 
some, sporty, mechanically 
conservative little car. The world 
is full of such vehides.Bul some- 
how the new Mini deserves to be 
more. 

It is a product of a marketing 
need and opportunity, at a time 
when the world was looking for 

- and needs - a mechanical 
breakthrough. Other companies 
must now answer the call. Wor- 
lyingly for BMW. and Rover, 
some appear to be doing so. 


my wo rst car : - 

Drop top, drop dead looks, and dropping bits underneath 


MOTORING 


Citroen 



Ups and downs: the Triumph Vitesse 


It was deep blue with a cream soft- 
top, and seemed to have everything 
... two-litre engine, overdrive and 
window suckers from Biarritz. 
The night we bought our second- 
hand Hi umpb Vitesse we tried the 
ton on a remote stretch of the M4. 
Once was enough. That baby sure 
flew ... up and down. We went to 
Cornwall and the prop shaft came 
adrift. Up the Mb to Manchester 
and a front wheel bearing had to 
be replaced. Still, with the hood 
down, on a summers day. it had 
glamour, albeit of the rough and 
ready British Leyland kind. Ar- 
riving at one’s destination one cut 


a dasb in the sleek open-top road- 
ster with the gorgeous double head- 
lights. though the next few hours 
tended to be spend recovering from 
the buffeting of tbe wind and 
grooming knotted hair. One week- 
end Yorkshire beckoned. It was too 
much for our car, which mysteri- 
ously developed a jammed valve, 
and bent pushrod- Some months lat- 
er serious rusr became apparent. 
\hlcdictions to the Vitesse. The un- 
lucky buyer said he wanted it be- 
cause he had to drive from London 
to north Stales every weekend. I 
stifled my laughter. 

- fronds Jezkrski 


r Save £3,7501 
Crtroen Synergje SX TO 
Five Sealer People Carrier, 

'R' Reg in Royal Blue Metallic 
A wonderful combination of 
economy, performance and 
vasalilliv. Twin sun rook, 
swjvd'tnont seats, two 
additional seats optional. 

I Call 01442 871234 J 


f Save £7300! N 
Citroen XM VSX 2J TO 
estate Car. 'R* Reg in 
Quartz Silver Metallic 
SupHtaiw comfre. ufciy 
AnI lartrf nottng. C»-vwrta 
irnYuRP only. 'If ful 

Rutuit wdrurty. Trx 1 J J! turbo 
CkcsddcSvm 217 lbs ft d Imp* 
*i|kK* 2.000 rpn. 

Call 01442 871234 

k (Main Dealer} J 


Volkswagen 

VW GOLF 1.6 
DRIVER 
GREG 

AutORUtir, power suvring. 
rclbbh-. 

Reluctant. quick sale. 
£3,200 qjud 
* Sound Svrtum NcjysUHc 

0171736 9452 


Registration Numbers 


SAAB Largest Selection In Em 
A nglia. Buckingham Stanley 
CamfirijJga. 01223 

mzwiwwnna? 


To advertise in this section please 
call the Motoring Team on 0171 
293 2338. 


ABA 07 1.650 

AJM2S9 3*00 
ALVIIN 5,000 
B4DCO 5,000 
IBADCQNFANY) 
827 BAR 1.800 
20BEA 2^00 
8711 BH L500 
B4.7I62 7D0 

60BYK 1000 
(G0B1KEI 
468 CAC 1.400 
CGWfflC 1,600 
SO CM 2JXQ 
432 Cfl IBOO 
170! DA 1,400 
529 DM0 2,000 
DSB838 1800 
5347 DW 2,000 
964 ECR 800 


EPY4S8 500 
ESB74 1,600 
FAZ22 18DD 
FEC87I 1,000 
HI. 32 1,700 

GIL 56 23M 

600 GJH POA 
GOW 257 1,000 
H4RLD 1,000 
(HAROLD) 

HAZ55 L80Q 
HD8468 1.400 
HO 90S 1,000 
HR© 3,000 
2177 JH 2^00 
JJ 8706 2/00 
882 JW 3^00 
KDL353 L000 
LAZ7 £500 
LAZ77 1500 
LAZ777 LOOOI 


UK 288 1.000 
792 LMT 1,400 
LRP227 L500 
LS7772 2JOO 
BMA 6,000 
MQNSA GOO 
ttt 270 4400 
MS 59 7,000 

MUN 802 IJ0D 
MW 9428 2,000 
NCI 22.500 
NfiCHT 4,000 
OTF717 500 
D777PAT 600 
PCS 68 2, BOO 
5353 PP 1300 
7PW 10,000 
RAP40X 600 
RBR936 IMS 
SI3 750 WOO 
RDM 761 2JQ0 


864 RH 3M0 
852 ROD 2A00 
RQG83R WOO 
HR 3798 2.800 
SAD 196 1800 
3133 SM POA 
3333 SM POA 
6866 SM 5,000 
ST 923 POA 
8TES 2,800 
252TMA LOGO 
600UCX 700 
UF4 3£» 
Cl USA 2.500 
{HAfllEYD'SONl 
VER 568 1.250 
(VERNON/VERA) 
WJN9H L4S0 
IXKK 6,000 
t NEW JAG XK] 
XUH4 LG0Q 
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HOME FRONT 


Fired up with a passion for flame (repro if necessary) 


'^° n 


A roaring fire is a superb 
asset but in some 
houses, ift just not 
feasible to have naked 
flames licking away. In 
National Fireplace 
Month, RosaBnd Russeff 
looks at some other 
ways of getting some 
natural warmth Into 
your home 


There’s nothing like an old 
flame lo take the chili out of an 
autumn evening. When singer- 
songwriter Peter “She’s A 
Lady” Sketlem and his wife Di- 
ana moved into their watersdie 
home in Fowey, Cornwall, 
putting in a Eire was one of the 
first changes they made. 

It was a challenge for the in- 
staller. as access is down steep 
steps, the nearest parking was 
a quarter of a mile away and 
heavy goods have to be deliv- 
ered by boat. 

The Sketleras consider their 
gas-fired Jetmaster well worth 
the effort And now, in National 
Fireplace Month (you hadn't 
noticed?) the trade association 


hopes everyone else will feel the 
same. “A fireplace certainly 
makes it easier to sell a bouse, 
be it medieval or modern," 
says Martin Phillips, of Phillips 
& Stubbs estate agents in Kent. 
“Who wants to sit on a sofa star- 
ing at a blank wall?" 

Fireplaces virtually disap- 
peared during the Eighties 
when developers running on a 
tight profit margin regarded a 
fireplace an an optional extra. 
Fortunately, if you now regret 
having no focal point in the sit- 
ting room, other than the TV, 
having no chimney doesn’t rule 
out haring a fire. Some gas fires 
use a fan to draw the gas 
through the wall vent to outside 
air. Glass-fronted, enclosed sol- 
id fuel fires can have a cast iron 
flue running up the wall and 
vented through the roof. Con- 
vened warm-air units will give 
more heat for your money. 
You can have a complete chim- 
ney system installed, but you 
wouldn’t get any change from 
£1.000, before you start looking 
at fireplaces. 

Real fires, says Liz Martin of 
Amazing Grates in London, are 
making a comeback. 


“Before, 95 per cent of peo- 
ple who bought a fireplace bad 
a gas coal-effect fire. Now I 
would say 25 per cent intend to 
have a real fire. There’s noth- 
ing like one.” 

A good quality pine mantel, 

with gas coal fire and hearth wiD 

cost around £750, but they go 
up to £1,500 for something like 
a rare serpentine mantel fire- 
place made in 1851 for the 
Great Exhibition in London. At 
the Antique Fireplace Ware- 
house, a classic Victorian mar- 
ble surround will cost from 
£395, plus VAT delivery and in- 
stallation. but go up to £6,000 
for something very grand, called 
The Windsor Stone surrounds 
are expensive in natural Port- 
land or Bath stooe, but recon- 
structed stone reduces the price 
by about half. Cast-iron in- 
serts, baskets, firebacks and 
hearths all cost extra. 



For information on the Nation- 
al Fireplace Association, current 
yearbook 0800 521611 . Solid 
Fuel Association 0800 600 000. 
Amazing Grates 0181 883 9590. 
The Antique Fireplace Ware- 
house 0171 627 1410. 



Far left: serpentine 
mantel fireplace 
made for the 
Great Exhibition. 
Top right: repro of 
mfd-8th century 
English 
hand carved 
fireplace in 
marble. Below 
right, 19th century 
Belgian 

chimneypiece in 
Sicilian marble 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


London Property 


London Property 


London Property 


To Let 


To Let 


Daniel Watney 


The Professional Residential 
Letting & Management Service 


With over 130 years of local experience you can 
trust Daniel Watney to look after your property. 


We already let and manage a wide residential 
portfolio and due to recent demand urgently 
require more quality properties in and around 

the City. 


For advice on all aspects of residential letting 

and management do contact us. 


DANIEL WATNEY 
The Charterhouse 
Charterhouse Square 
London EC1M 6AP 


Fax: 0171 608 0117 

Telephone: 0171 253 4414 


CLERKENWELL BARBICAN 
ISLINGTON CITY WEST END 



and 


- YOl R 

/ Nil \ l/i)l s/ 

f.\ Y~/. 


Imagine- attractive, brand new, 
3-storey townhouses conveniently situated 
in N4. No wonder they’re proving so 
successful Mind you, our amazing ‘ArrivaT 
package could have something to do with it. 
Each home comes with a generous amount of 
points to spend on a range of floor 
coverings, curtains and furniture at no extra 

cost Move in and feel completely at home. ■ 


MYDDLETON GRANGE, 

Green Lanes, N4 


3 bedroom Chehner homes from £158,500 


Other housetypes available shortly. 


Sales Office Open 
DaOy 10am - 5pm 


A NEW STYLE OF LIVING 
ON THE NORTH BANK SW1 


WS GARDEN SO 4 bed, 3 i*C + 
cona wv , Btutflo. tnrr Ci750pw 
lUtttZl 3704194 (No agents). 



Prestigious Houses 


For The Discerning Executive 

Bolv-.iini TLice. Eighr prestigLms boras offering premier •' 
security and garag e par kmg in SWI. Rmr-heilmooaeJ ' - 
properties are available hir rental now In on around £1 .000 
per week exclusively through Chesrem ins Residential. 

— *€— ^ — 

CHESTERTONS 


0171 834 9908 


lkttnn,h-tlra»l t, ■ rale .4 UuMk. |4c 


WB BARDEN SO 4 bed. 3 rac f 

coflMiv, atudto. torr £1750p» 
TWttn 71370 *194 (No agents). . 


m MAJORCA 


LUXURY 5 bed, traditional 
stone .... village house, 
sunny terrace urMi tawn 
and magnificent mountain 
scenery. Modern 
amenities Include central 
heating, satellite TV, 
dishwasher. Consider 
swap lor London house or 
available for rant or sale. 
Photos with detailed 
description and prices 
available to aerlous 


Tel: 0181 473 4198 



Sell your home for as little 
as £50 per advertisement 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday's | LEICESTER 
highly successful Property Gallery: a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £ 95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £ 1 50 (£50 each) 


Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to:The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising 1 9th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E 1 4 SDL 
Deadline far rvcalptof copyJphoa fc k lean 4 wwtdng Ays prior to pubficMion. 

Offer open to private advertisers only, commercial adtertiikig pxdage anBaWa on request. 


-TELEPHONE (dsytmel- 


ADDRESS-..- 


Irwjure lO 20 appropriate box) Actortsementfslacawtalcost of £ 

Please enclose a dieepe far ths dmotxn made pajoble loTVewspaper Pufcfching Re or 61 si yourVIsa/Access/AmerfDrere Cliij delate 


CREDIT CARD NO 


EXPIRY DATE 


-SIGNATURE. 


For advice or more Information please call The Property Team* on 0171-293 2343 or 01 7 1 -293 2302 


Old 

Clerkenwell 

Unusual 2 Bed Flat 
Very light and airy. 
Good cupboard and 
storage space (loft). 
Accessed by stairs 
hence £l65k 
No Chain . 
0171 250 3957 


ST. JAMES SQUARE, SWI 
ROSE & CROWN YARD 


NEW APARTMENTS TO IET IN THE 


HEART OF THE WEST END 


BUILT TO HIGH SPECIFICATION 


• 1,2ft 3 BEDROOM 


♦ GARAGING. VIDEO ENTRY 4 ALARM 

• FROM £400 PER WEEK 


TEL: 0171-403 3030 


Q.ES. FLAT MANAGEMENT LTD 
1 THE CIRCLE, 

QUEEN ELIZABETH ST, 
LONDON, SE1 




Pre-sale of first 
five shell units in 
major new loft 
development on 
Clerkenwell/ 
Islington border. 

Completion spring 
1998 



NORFOLK/SUFFOLK 


Tel: 0171 251 0770 



LiveWork 


l.omion in- Ids East 


Spacious d et ached hrk±4Eni 

tone m consolation v fllurr 
tooue m Dos and Buy Sl 
E dmunds . Rebuilt 20 yean ago, 
retaining may original features. 
Four bedrooms, cental hewing 
Md open foe, IK> bathrooms, 
fined kitchen. Small mature 
garden, brick double giragt 
Wbofe property «dl 
main timed. £137500 
Telephone 

01379 687260 for details 


London Lane, Hackney ‘Eh. j 


An exciting new 
development of genuine 
livc/wark buildings 
with double height 
ceilings available In 
shell condition with 
private parking. 

Prices from £65,000 (ex cL VAT) 


Overseas Property 



MOWLEM 


Exclusive golf and 
coiuUiy club properties 


Al^arw • Portugal 
From. L 8 0,0 00 to £500,000 

\ iewins: weekends available 


Contact its note for brochure 


Tel: 111”-',- 2 (2259 I n.v UI~S _ 22(>0^ 


•‘■nut it: itlln r ntttil. IcU'/ttw. [>t 
inlt‘rih‘l:-htt(>; u n il . flex// \ fit. t v int „•/!< 


UTOR1RR1 


Golf Country Club 



Among {nountam toon Rio Guadaloo with vim of atoms to nor* swf 
s outh , about hotrY drive tom AJmuneear and Qntnada. In centre o( cm 
anftrts on 3 wrens ol appraarste had hectare. LargB 0 * 4* m tang 
»wra wift hooded tncioeed Mod stove, Ranch window, open pisn inly 
hunWred Octal. 3 badraom, 2 bathrooms, utftty. &3 X 45 m dcreneMn 
room wtti storeroom. Canto! haattie and hot water tom Man tnd 
solar pane! «tti tomsntm beater. 165 m 9 total Boor area, largakncood. 

soutWadngtwraw, amfte parktig, Pod, Ssh pond Eataiio(teh,Offln 91 } 

Ini-bearing trend SB ratafas, fear Hamafional Sdiool 

£125,000 

SN&aeac, Aft. 62, Orghn (Grenada) IbUFax 0034 S97S5E39 


BUYING ABROAD? 


The Autumn overseas property exhibition at: 

jF The Cumberland Hotel, 

y Marble Arch, London W1. n 

f Friday 3rd. Saturday 4th, Sunday 5th October 1997 

_ Frtdqy 1200 -1800 Sat/Sun 1030 -1700 

° VW 6 °S. A ?? ni * and DevetepefS 1mm Spain & the Canaries, Gferaflar, 
PoAigct, Ranee, Italy, Swflzarfand, Cvpim, MaBa, Florida • • 
^ FREE h* their propoffies. A 

INTERNATIONAL 0173 7358184 ^^ 
PROPERTY SHOW 


Iji KwiiMi'co 0171-403 0500 


FREE 

Admission 
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The Temple of Pan, a Grade II* listed folly 
is one of several built on the Halswed Estate 
□ear Th union in Somerset, and the only one 
which will be in private ownership. It was put 
on ihe marke t as a derelict building last year, 
but has been restored and converted into four- 
bedroom home. Work was done in 


consultation with English Heritage and the 
drawing room has been fitted with a 
Hamstone Gothic style fireplace with brick: 
lining. The sitting room has a plain 
Victorian marble mantelpiece. For sale 
through Jackson-Stops for £485,000 (01823 
325144). 



Kingston 
Grove: 
spacious 
living for 
£ 4,000 

a month 

Photo^aph: 

John 

Lawrence 


A grand vista opens for renting 


1505 



The Water Tbwer, a converted Victorian tow- 
er on the Craigweil Manor estate near 
Chichester, is on a footpath leading to the 
beach of Aldwick Bay. Built of industrial bride, 
decorated with stilted arches, it was converted 
in 1984 when the water tank was removed. 


The 23ft sitting room was given an Adam style 
fireplace with marble hearth and a gas log ef- 
fect coal fire. Now with three bedrooms, a tow- 
er room (currently fitted as a gym) and 
conservatory, it is for sale through GATcrwn 
& Country for £250,000 (01243 826311). 
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Renting is back in fashion, 
despite, or because of; 
relentlessly rising prices. 
Penny Jackson considers the 
plums on offer 

lb many the scramble to buy a 
home shows a streak of Eight- 
ies madness, when renting was 
regarded as almost irresponsi- 
ble. But the rental sector has 
evolved. Far from faltering as 
the sales market in London and 
the south east gained momen- 
tum, as many feared, it has con- 
tinued to flourish and is no 
longer regarded as a second-rate 
option. Penny Parr-Head, Cen- 
tral London lettings director for 
Hamptons International, sees 
the rental sector as finally hav- 
ing come of age. “It has been 
taken over to such an extent by . 
investors, particularly from 
overseas, that it is now far 
more independent of the sales 


market. This has encouraged 
more people here to become 
landlords," she says/The big 
difference is that in the Eight- 
ies they were trying to make 
money from their own homes by 
constantly trading up.” 

Those whose fingers were 
burned and became reluctant 
landlords are a dwindling band 
as properties regain their former 
value. Hamptons find with the 
10 London properties that on 
average they are losing to sales 
each month, others more com- 
mitted to long-term letting are 
waiting to step in, even though 
rental yields in London have 
fallen to 8 per cent, almost their 
all-time 1989 low, according to 
Savills Research. 

“Among them are a grow- 
ing number of parents who 
want to combine investment 
with the needs of their off- 
spring,” says Ms ParT-Head. “I 
had someone the other day 
with a 12-year-old buying a flat 


for his use as a student” 
While most parents might 
prefer to see the offer of a uni- 
versity place first in cities like 
Nottingham, terrace bouses are 
being snapped up by small in- 
vestors. In some cases, stu- 
dents themselves are raising 
the money to buy. The same sto- 
ry is being repeated in univer- 
sity towns across the country 
where there is a shortage of ac- 
commodation. The willingness 
of banks and building societies 
to give loans and the poor re- 
turns on savings elsewhere have 
fuelled this trend. Black Horae 
Agencies has for the first time 
produced a residential lettings 
report, similar to its successful 
Home Report, which gives the 
national average time it takes to 
let a property (four weeks); av- 
erage rental yield by area; av- 
erage rental values and a tenant 
profile. It shows the highest 
yield available is from letting a 
flat in the South-west. It also 


shows that 27 per cent of ten- 
ants were previously home own- 
ers'and well over half of those 
are families and couples. The 
shortage of family houses means 
that even though prices arc ris- 
ing people are continuing to sell 
while the going is good and rent 
before buying again. 

That is particularly true of 
those moving from town to 
country, which is in turn putting 
a premium on country houses. 
“Many owners who might hare 
let their houses while going 
abroad are selling because they 
are being offered such whack- 
ing good prices.” says Anna 
Sugden of Strutt & Parker. She 
also finds that the new safety 
regulations are making it very 
difficult for owners to let their 
property furnished. Those who 
want to hang to hang on to their 
homes and are aiming for the 
corporate market have to lavish 
a great deal of money on a bouse 
if they want top prices. Hamp- 


tons, which is marketing 
Kingston Grove, Oxfordshire, 
(above) says the owners have ex- 
tensively refurbished it with a 
new kitchen, bathrooms and 
expensive carpets and curtains. 
Since it is in more than of acre 
of grounds with a healed pool, 
yet close to London, it is likely 
to be let as a weekend house, for 
£5,950 a month. It is in these 
sought-after spots dose to good 
transport links that tenants are 
beginning to press for agree- 
ments that give them security of 
tenure. In the past eight months, 
Parr-Head has seen an increas- 
ing interest in premium leases, 
which means a tenancy is guar- 
anteed for a specified period, 
such as ihree years, in return for 
the whole rent in advance. 

“Far from wanting flexibili- 
ty, these tenants want the peace 
of mind that comes with know- 
ing the landlord cannot get 
them out. Landlords like it 
too.” 


THE LANDLORD’S STORY: 

‘FOOLED BY PERSUASIVE MARKETING’ 


THE' TENANT’S STORY: 

‘A DISASTER WAITING TO HAPPEN’ 



The Quarter House, near Tenterden in Kent, 
is a Grade II listed thatched bouse with a cou- 
ple of fireplaces wide enough for the stoutest 
Santa. The one in the drawing room of the 
15th century three-bedroom house is more 
than nine feet wide so the owners have been 
able to fit in an old wooden settle within the 
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brick hearth. The dining room fireplace is a 
more modest 6iGins wide. The twohand-arhalf 
acre gardens include traditional cottage 
plants like honeysuckle, foxgloves, cow pars- 
ley and plum and damson trees. For sale 
through Phillips & Stubbs for £265,000 
(01797 227338). 


Kittni Chan placed the 
managment of her flat in 
Wsston-Super-Mare with a 
letting agency. 

When the tenants moved out last year 
they had caused extensive damage to 
carpets, curtains and doors as well as 
leaving delapidated furniture. I had in- 
structed the agents to make reparation 


from the deposit but found out they had 
allowed the tenant to use this for the 
last month’s rent I also discovered that 
they had failed to get the gas fires 
checked and that there was a leak. I was 
unable to pursue an insurance dairo be- 
cause the paperwork had been lost by 
the agents. I was paying 17 per cent 
for this service and bad been fooled by 
persuasive marketing. 


Sarah Foster has a flat in 
Croydon. 

It was disastrous from the beginning, 
when the agency put enormous pressure 
on me to commit myself within 24 
hours. On the day I took it over, I found 
the previous tenant had not moved her 
things out. The flat was filthy and I had 
to dean it myself. The gas meter had 


been removed because bills had not been 
paid so I had no hot water or heating. 
After the agents broke numerous ap- 
pointments to let theengineer into the 
flat I became desperate. 1 couldn’t take 
any more time off work. 11 was eventu- 
ally done at 10 at night The boiler blew 
up three weeks ago and still hasn't 
been mended property. Nor do I have 
a proper contract. 






TEL: 017) 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 017J 293 2505 


New Homes 
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New Homes 




The luxury homes selection hi the South East 


Ki\GSTo\ - 1 ro\ - rn auks 



‘Canbury Place* 
Skerne Road off Kings Road 


'Chichester House’ 
Off Galsworthy Road 


2 bedroom apartments available from 1 bedroom apartments available from 

£152,000 £92,000 

3 bedroom town bouses available from 2 bedroom apartments available from 

£250,000 £115,000 

For both Kingston developments please contact ‘Canbury Place' marketing wile 
open dazty 10.00am - 5.00pm. Teh 0181 541 0840 


stuns The Gnrgr' 4 bedroom detached home at 
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"Kings Place’ 

Off Orchard Way 
Off Brighton Road 

4 & 5 bedroom detached 
- homes with double garage 
available from 

£225,000 

Soles Office and Showhome open 
Thmsdoy to Monda} : 10.00am - 5.00pm 
T8b 01444 461082 


MPSOU 


‘Abelea Green’ 
Off Dorking Road 


4 & 5 bedroom detached 
homes available from 
£193,000 
Sales Office open daily 
10.00am -5.00pm 
M 01372 748122 
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‘Canada Waters’ 
Canada Street 

‘Knights Place’ 

Off Cavendish Road 




2 bedroom apartments 

COMING SOON 

Sales Office open daily 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Tel: 0171 394 9589 


ersunmm 


2 bedroom apartments available from 

£ 79,000 

3 bedroom town houses available from 

£ 169,000 

Sales Office open daQy 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Tel: 01737 760794 


Services 


WANTED! 

SHOW 

KITCHENS! 


M? atm arrernfywcpantSng across tbo country, and im 
genuinely require a Salted amber of householders - 
sorry no tenants - to be showhouses. 

AB you hive to do to attain your kitchen at a fraction 
of the true cost, is to sftw Focal Point to show 
a maximum of S potential customers around your 
kitchen whim 3 months. 

If you genuinely w*tf to modernise your kitchen ■ 

DON'T DELAY- PHONE NOW! 


01582729404 

ASK FOR M ARKETING MANAGER 

CHRIS PLUMMER 

^ocal y&obtt 

Kitchens Ltd 

FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON 















(/Vic and 
job: fight'f 
for a laug h 


To many of our 


customers, thrifty 


is what comes 


for 


-nine. Penny-pinching. 


Miserly. Tight. Close with money. Recognise 
yourself? Don’t worry, nor would many of our 
customers. Not that you or they are feckless, 

irresponsible spendthrifts either. The truth is, most of 
us are somewhere in the middle. We know we should 
give some thought to the future, make our hard-earned 
money work a little harder for us. But the language of savings and 
investments doesn’t make it easy for you. It’s either dire threats 
about rainy days and hard times ahead, or reams of eye-glazing 


financial gobbledegook. It doesn’t have to be like this. And at Barclays, it isn’t. There is 
nothing dull, for instance, about our limited offer Fixed Rate Savings Bonds Issue 11. 


(Apart, that is, from the name.) They are part of a range of savings schemes we offer and 
the beauty of these is that you have a choice of term length. The longer you save, the more interest 
you earn (7.00% for 3 years, 6.90% for 2 years and 6.80% for 1 year p.a. gross*). And you can take the 
interest monthly, annually or in one lovely lump sum at the end. All you need to get started is £2,000 
and a chat with tis. And that’s it. Except to say that the genuinely 
thrifty among you can call us on 0800 400 100 absolutely free. 


BARCLAYS 


Gross race: interest is payable gross to non-taxpayers subject to the required certification, and on all Fixed Rate Savings Bonds of £50,000 or more. Otherwise income tax will be deducted at the 
tower rate, but may be reclaimed by non-taxpayers. Limited issue Bonds are subject to availability. Interest rates quoted are for interest paid annually. Barclays Rank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. 
Registered in England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3 AH. Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). FH1 


It's happening again. 
Soaring house prices are 
farcing many home- 
buyers to settle for less 
space, or to head for 
auctions in search for a 
bargain: Rachel Fixsen 
warns against some of 
the services claiming to . 
help them. 


London barrister Stewart 
Room is trying to buy a house 
in north London. "House prices 
are rising more than people’s 
incomes are and that’s a worry, 
because at the end of the day, 
you've got less to buy with," he 
says. 

As long as the type of home 
you want stays within the price 
band you can afford, there's 
little problem. “It’s when it 
goes outride the band that you 
get the concern,” Mr Room 
says. 

On average, prices are now 
between 6 and 7 per cent higher 
than last year, according to 
Gary Marsh, head of corporate 
affairs at Halifax. “We expect 
that to continue next year” he 
adds. But this national average 
hides sky-rocketing prices in 
London, where houses are up 
between 15 and 20 per cent. 

Panic that they might be 
priced out of the market is 
driving many people to go 
downmarket, looking for bar- 
gain homes at auctions. But for 
many potential buyers, finding 
outjusr where the properties are 
going to be sold and when can 
be a headache. Auctions seem 
to be like buses: there may be 
none for weeks at a time and 
then several come along all at 
once. 

. Theater for this growing in- 
terest, new services listing re- 
possessions going under the 
hammer are {Springing up as 
buyers prepare to save money 
by doing some of their own ren- 


ovation. Property pages are 
dotted with advertisements for 
services offering lists of repos- 
sessions and other properties up 
for auction, often d aiming bar- 
gains can be had. . 

The Property Network sends 
out via fox a list of bouses and 
flats up for auction according to 
region, Some are repossessions. 
The liri gives brief details of the 
property, date of auction, and 
a contact number for the estate 
agent handling viewing. The list 
is updated once a week. 

The Fax Back Property In- 
dex is another service which, by 
area, gives details and contact- 
numbers for cheaper properties 
that need doing up and are be- ' 
mg sold through estate agents. ; 

Both of these services cost 
£L50 per minute. The first ser- 
vice sent your reporter nine 
pages of details for the London 
region, costing about £12 in 
phone charges. Hie second ser- 
vice sent out three pages listing 
properties in Yorkshire, in- 
cluding an index sheet, and 
this cost £18 because it was 
much slower. 

' While services like theses 
save you some legwork, you can 
usually get information about 
houses up for auction free of 
charge by contacting auction- 
eers, or high street estate agents 
directly. 

And the Fax Back Property 
Index, while it was still trading 
under its old name of the 
Repossessed Properties Index, 
has twice been investigated by 
the telecom watchdog ICSTIS 
(the Independent Committee 
for the Supervision of Standards 
of Telephone Information 
Services). 

In March, complaints that it 
took over 20 minutes to receive 
five pages of information led to 
a fine of £2^00. In July it was 
investigated for, among other 
things, misleading adver tising as 
not all properties on the list 
were repossessions. It was fined 
£5,000. 


Be prepared before 
you make that bid 


The last property auction I at- 
tended was a few years ago. Two 
near-identical flats in the same 
block, both of which I had 
viewed, were up for auction. 

Except that one looked as if 
it bad been redecorated by 
someone who had gulped down 
a bowl of illegal substances for 
breakfast. It had also been ex- 
tensively vandalised. 

The much better flat went 
for £60,000. Hie second, psy- 
chedelicaily decorated one 
came up. It finally sold for 
£72,000. 

Later, when I spoke to the 
buyer of the second flat, I dis- 
covered he had not even looked 


at it before bidding. Nor had he 
discussed a loan with a lender. 

Before you bid, cany out all 
necessary surveys on the 
property, but also sort out how 
you will pay for iL lake -your, 
time and do the research 
thoroughly. Choose a lender 
who can move swiftly, comple- 
tion is usually 28 days from the 
auction date. 

-Nic Gcutti. 


The Independent’ has fust pub- 
lished a free 27-page Guide, to 
Afart&zges, sponsored by Barclays 
Mortgages. For vour copy, call 
0800 585691. Or fill in the 
coupon on page 4. 


IN SEARCH OF A 
BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Are repossessions a bargain, 
anyway? Duncan.Moir, auc- 
tioneer at Allsop & Co, says: 
“The volume that goes out at 
an auction may make people 
think they are bargains. Fhrt 
of the appeal is that you 
know exactly where you are. 
You are only bidding £500 
more than the next person.” 

The downside is that you 
have to buy uncondition ally, 
which means paying for your 
survey and local authority 
search beforehand. Prices at 
auction can even be higher 
than through an estate agent 
You can pick up cheap prop- 
erties but they may have 


been empty for a while, ot 
you may have to take a lease- 
hold property with an ab- 
sentee landlord. 

Duncan Mo tr says that the 
best service listing properties 
up for auction is Fuwfee.RHr 
£100 plus VAT. Faxwise gets 
all catalogues of property 
auctions sent to you for three 
months with guide prices 
where available, and on the 
night of the sale it sends out 
the auction results. Auction- 
eers say that as much as 60 
per cent of properties sold 
now go to private buyers. . 
Faxwise: 0171-7205000; 
Allsap A Co: 0171-194 3686. 
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